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DATE: September 23, 2021 

TO: Honorable Members of the Berkeley Rent Board 

FROM: Honorable Members of the IRA/AGA/Registrati�Co,mmittee 

SUBJECT: 

By: Matt Brown, Acting Executive Directo� 

Recommendation to adopt Resolution 21-23 allowing landlords to use Regulation 
1017 to provide temporary, below-market rental housing in Berkeley to disaster 
victims displaced by the Northern California wildfires and to refugees fleeing the 
Afghanistan conflict 

Recommendation: 

That the Board adopt Resolution 21-23, which would activate Regulation 1017 allowing 
Berkeley landlords to provide housing to disaster victims displaced by the Northern California 
wildfires and refugees fleeing the-Afghanistan conflict at below-market rents for a temporary 
(but fixed) period of time. 1 The IRA/ A GA/Registration Committee reviewed this report at its 
meeting on September 8, 2021, and voted to recommend that the Board adopt this Resolution. 

Background and Need for Rent Stabilization Board Action: 

In the wake of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the Board adopted Regulation 1017 which allowed 
landlords to offer below-market rate housing to victims displaced by national disasters2 without 
risk of suffering long-term financial disadvantage. Landlords are permitted to rent to these 
disaster victims for a lower, temporary rent as long as the agreement is in writing. Regulation 
1017(D) states: 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of these regulations, when a displaced tenant as 
outlined in section (B) of this regulation, and the landlord of the replacement unit agree in 
writing for the tenant to rent the unit temporarily at a below-market rental rate, the 
landlord may increase the rent to market-level at the end of the temporary period 

1 The Board has adopted similar Resolutions numerous times in the past to permit landlords to utilize the provisions 
set forth in Regulation IO 17 which allow them to rent to disaster victims and refugees without risking financial 
disadvantage. 

2 The Regulation was amended on February 22, 2016, to allow landlords to assist victims displaced by state and 

local disasters (such as fires), as well, when authorized by the Board or executive director when the Board is not in 
session or otherwise unavailable. At that time the regulation was also amended to permit landlords to rent to 
refugees displaced by political unrest and be covered by the terms set forth therein. 
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