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INFORMATION CALENDAR
March 24, 2026

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Farimah Faiz Brown, City Attorney

Subject: Settlement Agreement – Berkeley People’s Alliance et. al. v. City of Berkeley 
et. al., Alameda County Superior Court Case No. 24CV064980; Cal. Court 
of Appeal Case No. A172245. 

INTRODUCTION
Pursuant to Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Section 2.06.120(G), the City Attorney 
hereby informs the Council that a settlement has been executed in this matter. 

BACKGROUND
On November 21, 2023, November 28, 2023, and January 16, 2024, City Council’s 
Special and Regular Meetings, respectively, were disrupted by people attending the 
meetings in person. The Mayor determined that City Council was unable to conduct its 
business due to these disruptions and that order could not be restored by removing 
these disruptive persons. Therefore, Mayor Jesse Arreguin, invoking Section 54957.9 of 
the Brown Act, recessed and reconvened the meeting to a different room to which 
members of the press were invited to attend in person and the public was invited to 
attend via Zoom videoconference. 

On February 22, 2024, the Berkeley People’s Alliance and Nathan Mizell (Plaintiffs) 
sued the City of Berkeley and the City of Berkeley City Council (City or Defendants) in 
Alameda Superior Court, alleging that these actions violated Section 54957.9. (Berkeley 
People’s Alliance et. al. v. City of Berkeley et. al., Alameda County Superior Court Case 
No. 24CV064980.) On October 28, 2024, the Superior Court found in favor of the City 
and granted the City’s demurrer (i.e., dismissed the case), finding that no violation of 
Section 54957.9 occurred. Subsequently, Plaintiffs appealed. (Berkeley People’s 
Alliance et. al. v. City of Berkeley et. al., Cal. Court of Appeal Case No. A172245.) 

On September 30, 2025, the Court of Appeal reversed the Superior Court’s ruling, 
finding that the City had violated Section 54957.9 when it recessed and reconvened 
these meetings in a different room. 

In light of the Court of Appeal’s ruling, in a closed session on Tuesday, January 20, 
2026, City Council authorized the City Attorney’s Office to enter into a settlement with 
the Plaintiffs. The City Attorney’s Office executed a settlement agreement with Plaintiffs 
on February 11, 2026. (Attachment 1.) Plaintiffs have agreed to dismiss the case once 
the agreement is fully performed.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS
None.

FISCAL IMPACTS
The City will pay Plaintiffs’ costs and attorney’s fees in the amount of $56,512.21. 

CONTACT PERSON
Farimah Faiz Brown, City Attorney, City Attorney’s Office, 510-981-6998 

Attachments: 
1: Executed Settlement Agreement
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