City of Berkeley 
Draft Behavioral Health Service Act (BHSA) FY26/27 – 28/29 Integrated Plan 
Public Review Information 

Outlined below is information to assist in the public review of the City of Berkeley Draft Behavioral Health Services Act (BHSA) Three Year Integrated Plan (IP). 

General Overview - The City of Berkeley Draft BHSA IP, is a community and stakeholder informed plan that outlines the uses of State of California BHSA funds for programs and services over the 7/1/27-6/30/29 three-year timeframe.  In alignment with community input received, the Draft BHSA IP proposes to:
· Keep each of the BHSA components at the state allotted funding amounts of 30% for Housing Interventions, 35% for Full Service Partnership programs, and 35% for Behavioral Health Services and Supports.
· Maintain crucial services for individuals who experience significant mental health needs.
· Increase supports for Transition Age Youth in the Full Services Partnership program.
· Ensure a greater proportion of programs include some level of services for Children Youth and/or Transition Age Youth.
· Implement Early Intervention services to support Children, Youth, Transition Age Youth, Adults and Older Adults and individuals in underserved cultural and ethnic populations.
· Increase Peer Supports and maintain wellness services.
· Expand Substance Use Disorder services.
· Increase housing interventions and supports for individuals experiencing Behavioral Health needs.

For information on proposed programs to be implemented, access the Behavioral Health Services & Supports, Full Service Partnership, and the Housing Interventions sections of the BHSA IP.  For information on community input received, access the Community Program Planning section and Attachment A, of the BHSA IP.  

BHSA IP Format - The Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) provided a template that all mental health jurisdictions used to create the Draft BHSA Integrated Plan (IP). The template required the specific information and format that make up the City of Berkeley Draft BHSA IP.  To facilitate an understanding and review of each section, incorporated throughout the Draft BHSA IP are clickable hyperlinks in blue that link to related policy information within the DHCS BHSA Policy Manual.

Definition of “County” – For the purposes of the BHSA Fund and the BHSA IP, DHCS considers the City of Berkeley as a “small County”. As such, the term “County” in the Draft BHSA IP, refers to Berkeley as the County, instead of Alameda County.  Within the Draft BHSA IP, there are places where this distinction can be confusing including where it indicates that “cities submitting their plan independently from their Counties, do not have to fill out this section”.  Again, per the DHCS BHSA definition of Berkeley as a small county, and except where otherwise noted, Berkeley is the “County” in the City of Berkeley Draft BHSA IP.

BHSA IP Data – While most of the information and data throughout the Draft BHSA IP, is specific to the City of Berkeley, there are some sections where per DHCS, Berkeley was required to use Alameda County’s data as follows:

· Statewide Behavioral Health Goals: Berkeley was required to use Alameda County’s data in this section, as the publicly available population-level measures that the state compiled, did not include City level data. Berkeley specific data can be found in the Disparities Analysis, Cross Measures Questions, and Categories of Funding sections of each Behavioral Health goal.

· Full Service Partnership Program: DHCS provided each County with projected numbers of eligible Full Service Partnership and Evidence-Based Practice populations to use in their BHSA IP.  These numbers did not include City level projections.  Therefore, in this section, except where “County Actuals” is indicated, Berkeley was required to use the projected numbers that the state provided on Alameda County.

Requests – Per DHCS for this first BHSA IP, small counties, such as Berkeley, are exempt from having to implement specific evidence-based practices within their Full Service Partnership programs. Although small counties are exempt, DHCS required requests to be submitted in the Draft BHSA IP that outline the need for these exemptions.

For any further questions, or to provide public input through April 23rd, please contact Karen Klatt, (510) 981-7644, KKlatt@berkeleyca.gov
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