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CONSENT CALENDAR
July 14, 2026

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Paul Buddenhagen, City Manager

Submitted by: Mark Numainville, City Clerk

Subject: Initiative Petition - Ordinance Creating a Parcel Tax to Fund Arts Institutions 
and Programs

RECOMMENDATION
1) Adopt a Resolution submitting the measure, without alteration, to a vote of the people
at the November 3, 2026 General Municipal Election.

2) If the Council wishes, designate by motion specific members of the Council to file ballot
measure arguments on this measure as provided for in Elections Code Section 9282.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
No direct fiscal impacts related to the recommended action. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
An initiative petition titled “Initiative Ordinance Creating a Parcel Tax to Fund Arts 
Institutions and Programs” was filed with the City Clerk on May 4, 2026.  The proponents 
of this petition submitted 4,629 prima facie signatures.

Under Berkeley City Charter Article XIII, the number of valid signatures required for a 
sufficient petition is at least 5% of the votes for all candidates for Mayor in the previous 
mayoral election. In November 2024, there were 52,493 votes for candidates for Mayor, 
with 5% of that number equaling 2,625. 

The Alameda County Registrar of Voters verified the signatures based on the random 
sample examination set forth in accordance with California Elections Code Sections 9211 
and 9115. The petition was certified by the Registrar of Voters as being sufficient on May 
19, 2026.

Additionally, with respect to who can author arguments for measures placed on the ballot 
by petition, Elections Code Section 9282 provides the City Council may authorize the 
Council as a whole, or members of the Council, to submit an argument against the 
initiative ordinance. The Council may also decline to designate an author to file an 
argument against the measure.
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Initiative Petition CONSENT CALENDAR

July 14, 2026

BACKGROUND
Pursuant to the City Charter, Article XIII, Section 92, once a petition has been found to 
have a sufficient amount of signatures, the City Council must consider whether to a) Adopt 
said ordinance without alteration within twenty days after the attachment of the City 
Clerk’s certificate of sufficiency to the accompanying petition (subject to a referendary 
vote, under the provision of Article XIV of this Charter); or b) Submit the ordinance to the 
voters of the City of Berkeley at the next general election. However, since this initiative 
imposes a tax, it must be placed on the ballot and cannot be adopted by the Council.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS
There are no identifiable environmental effects or climate impacts associated with the 
subject of this report.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
The proposed action is mandated by state codes and the provisions of the City Charter.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

CONTACT PERSON
Mark Numainville, City Clerk, 981-6900

Attachments: 
1. Resolution

Exhibit A: Full Text of Measure
2. City Clerk’s Certificate of Sufficiency
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S. 

SUBMITTING TO THE BERKELEY ELECTORATE AN INITIATIVE ORDINANCE 
CREATING A PARCEL TAX TO FUND ARTS INSTITUTIONS AND PROGRAMS FOR 
THE NOVEMBER 3, 2026 BALLOT

WHEREAS, the Berkeley City Council has elected to submit to the voters at the November 
3, 2026 General Municipal Election, an Initiative Ordinance Creating a Parcel Tax to Fund 
Arts Institutions and Programs; and 

WHEREAS, certain actions are required in connection with said election; and

WHEREAS, through Resolution No. 72,236-N.S. adopted on April 21, 2026, the Council 
has requested that the Alameda County Board of Supervisors consolidate the General 
Municipal Election with the Presidential General Election; and

WHEREAS, the Council desires to submit all measures to be placed upon the ballot at 
said consolidated election.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the 
Board of Supervisors of Alameda County is hereby requested to include on the ballots 
and sample ballots the measure enumerated above to be voted on by the voters of the 
qualified electors of the City of Berkeley.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that full text of the measure and the City Attorney’s analysis 
shall be printed in the Voter Information Pamphlet mailed to all voters in the City of 
Berkeley.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above enumerated measure requires a majority 
vote threshold for passage.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to cause the posting, 
publication and printing of notices, pursuant to the requirements of the Charter of the City 
of Berkeley, the Government Code and the Elections Code of the State of California.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Registrar of Voters of Alameda County is 
requested to perform services in connection with said election at the request of the City 
Clerk.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Berkeley agrees to reimburse the County 
of Alameda in full for the cost of election services performed. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby authorized to enter into any 
contracts necessary for election consulting services, temporary employment services, 
printing services, and any such other supplies and services as may be required by the 
statutes of the State of California and the Charter of the City of Berkeley for the conduct 
of the November General Municipal Election.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Pursuant to Elections Code Section 9285 (b), the City 
Council hereby adopts the provisions of Elections Code Section 9285 (a) providing for the 
filing of rebuttal arguments for city ballot measures.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said proposed initiative measure shall appear and be 
printed upon the ballots to be used at said election as follows:

YES
Shall the measure creating a special parcel tax to fund grants for 
performing arts organizations, art projects, art organization operational 
and programmatic expenses and capital projects, community festivals, 
and administrative costs, with oversight by the City’s Civic Arts 
Commission, at a rate of $0.07 per square foot of improvements, 
estimated to generate approximately $6,300,000 annually and 
$84,800,000 over its twelve-year duration, be adopted?

NO

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the text of the initiative ordinance be shown as Exhibit 
A, attached hereto and made a part hereof.

Exhibits 
A: Text of Ordinance
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