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Quick Facts Project Description: 
Applicant: City of Berkeley Public 
Works Engineering Division 

Property Owner: City of Berkeley 

Project Address: Rose Walk near 
2555 Rose Street 
Site Size: n/a 

GP Land Use: Institutional, Low 
Density Residential (LDR) 

Zoning: Residential Multi-Unit 1 
District (R-1H) 

CEQA: Exempt pursuant to CEQA 
Section 15331 for Historical 
Resource 
Restoration/Rehabilitation 

Date Submitted: February 27, 
2026 

Date Deemed Complete: June 1, 
2026 

Project Planner: JulieAnn 
Murphy, Rincon Consultants 

The applicant is seeking approval to reconstruct/repair 
segments of retaining walls and concrete pathway material 
along Rose Walk between Euclid Avenue and Le Roy Avenue.  

Zoning Permits Requested: 
Structural Alteration Permit pursuant to 3.24.200 to make 
repairs/alterations to a City of Berkeley Landmark. 

Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends that LPC approve LMSAP2026-0005 pursuant 
to BMC Section 3.24.260 “Permit application–Review 
standards and criteria” and subject to the attached Findings 
and Conditions of Approval.  

APP #: LMSAP2026-0005 
Structural Alteration Permit for Rose Walk Pedestrian 
Walkway   

October 1, 2026 
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ZONING MAP WITH HISTORIC RESOURCES 

 
Not to scale 

Figure 1: Vicinity and Zoning Districts Map 

Comparison of Adjacent Properties 

Vicinity GP Land Use Zoning Current Use 

North Institutional Residential Multi-Unit 1 District (R-
1H) 

Residential 

South Low Density Residential Residential Multi-Unit 1 District (R-
1H) 

Residential 

East Low Density Residential Residential Multi-Unit 1 District (R-
1H) 

Residential 

West Low Density Residential Residential Multi-Unit 1 District (R-
1H) 

Residential 

 

Project Site 
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AERIAL 

  
Source: Google Maps; Not to scale 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

 
Rose Walk, facing east; Source: Staff Site Visit, 
September 2026  

Project Site 
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PROPOSED PROJECT PLANS 

 
Plans; Source: Project Plans; Scale 1”-5’ 

Background 

Subject Site 
The project site is in a residential neighborhood located in the North Berkeley Hills, within the 
Hillside Overlay District. It comprises a portion of the Rose Walk, a pedestrian foot path that 
extends between residences from Euclid Avenue to the west and Rose Street and Le Roy Avenue to 
the east. The Rose Walk was constructed in 1913. At its west end, the pedestrian walkway includes 
a double staircase that curves around a concrete bench that serves the adjacent bus stop. The back 
of the bench rises to a retaining wall that features a decorative, segmented quatrefoil. The foot path 
continues to a single staircase, bordered by low concrete walls. It continues uphill to another 
segment, also bordered by low, concrete walls and shrubs. The foot path features rose colored 
concrete. The retaining walls are not continuous, and the path is bordered only by shrubs in some 
sections. It is intersected at two sections that continue to pathways that connect to adjacent 
residences. The midway point of the Rose Walk features a curved area with low concrete walls and 
low square pillars. The walkway continues eastward and features a concrete retaining wall at its 
north side. There is a third staircase that is fronted by four low pillars. Low walls flank the walk that 
continues around the corner to the top of Rose Street. 
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Rose Walk, facing west; Source: Staff Site Visit, September 2026 

 
Rose Walk, facing east; Source: Staff Site Visit, September 2026 
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Landmark History 
Beginning in 1911, residents of Tamalpais and Shasta Roads advocated for a pedestrian path 
linking the hillside neighborhood to Euclid Avenue, where the Key System streetcar operated. Many 
residents of the newly established North Berkeley Hills neighborhood belonged to the Hillside Club, 
a social organization founded in 1898 by local women that promoted environmentally sensitive 
design and the preservation of Berkeley’s hillsides. Members of the Hillside Club included 
architects Bernard Maybeck, Almeric Coxhead, and John Galen Howard, developer Frank M. 
Wilson, and naturalist and proponent of the Arts and Crafts Movement, Charles Keeler. The group 
encouraged “artistic homes built of materials complementing the natural beauty of Berkeley Hills” 
(Hillside Club Papers).  

The Rose Walk, designed by Bernard Maybeck in the Beaux Arts tradition, was completed in 1913. 
In the following years, the residential tract along Euclid Avenue and the surrounding streets were 
nearly completely developed with houses built in the rustic tradition, many clad in brown shingles. 
On September 17, 1923, however, a fire ignited the North Berkeley Hills and destroyed an estimated 
500 buildings, including those adjacent to the Rose Walk (with the exception of 1400 Le Roy Avenue, 
constructed in approximately 1909). In 1924, the Rose Walk was deeded to the City (Berkeley 
Gazette 1979). 

In the following years, Dr. B. Frank Gray and Florence Dickens Gray purchased the vacant parcels 
surrounding Rose Walk to build a planned community. They hired architect Henry Higby Gutterson 
to design all of the houses on Rose Walk – seven house and four studio cottages all designed to be 
consistent with the tenets of the Hillside Club.  

Landmark Designation 
The Rose Walk was designated as a City of Berkely Landmark on December 15, 1975, among the 
City’s first Landmark designations (Berkeley Gazette 1975). The Landmark designation was 
amended on February 25, 1991, to include the adjacent residences, most of which were designed 
by Henry Highby Gutterson.  

Character-defining features of the Rose Walk, which convey its significance include: 

• Location within a residential neighborhood in Berkeley’s North Hillside, connecting Euclid 
Avenue to the hillside above 

• Placement as the central feature of the surrounding residential development 

• Natural design with harmonious landscaping  

• Beaux Arts design features including pillars, concrete retaining walls, pink concrete 
walkways, circular landing 

• Fluted light fixtures 

Application Chronology 

On February 27, 2026, the applicant submitted the subject Structural Alteration Permit (SAP) 
application requesting permission to replace existing failing retaining walls along the Rose Walk. 
The proposed scope of work included approximately 75 linear feet of repair. The proposed new wall 
would be constructed to match the existing style/texture of the existing retaining walls.  
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The City of Berkeley Planning Department responded to the applicant on March 27, 2026 indicating 
that application materials were missing and the application was incomplete. The applicant 
responded with additional materials, as requested and the application was deemed complete on 
June 1, 2026. 

On or before September 21, 2026, staff mailed and posted advance notice of tonight’s public 
hearing, in accordance with Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Section 3.24.430. 

Project Description 

The proposed project involves replacing retaining walls along Rose Walk that have become 
deteriorated and show signs of structural damage. Descriptions of the retaining wall along the Rose 
Walk’s northern edge were described as “leaning out and looks as if it needs to be repaired” in the 
1991 Landmark nomination update. Since that time, the wall has continued to deteriorate. 
Additionally, a portion of the concrete walkway is cracked, deteriorated, and lifted from its original 
position posing a safety hazard.  

The proposed scope of work includes the reconstruction of the deteriorated segments of the 
retaining wall with new cast-in place pile and grade beam and pillars and replacement of existing 
concrete walkway material with new concrete. Work will replace existing features in-kind.  

Existing damaged sections of the retaining wall will be demolished where necessary, while 
preserving intact walls in place. New sections of retaining walls will be constructed with cast-in-
drilled-hole concrete pilings and finished in the same material as the existing retaining walls. Where 
new wall sections meet existing walls sections, half-inch expansion joints will be included to 
ensure there is sufficient stress relief and avoid damaging the existing retaining wall proposed to 
be retained. At proposed new sections of retaining walls, new wall caps will be designed to match 
existing wall caps, including stepped and chamfered details.  

The existing concrete walkway material will be removed where damaged. New concrete pavement 
will be installed to match existing concrete. The project plans and applicant statement are provided 
in Attachments 3 and 4. 

Issues and Analysis 
A. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

The Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI) Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (Standards) 
defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property 
through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey 
its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” Below is an analysis of how the proposed project 
complies with relevant Standards. Responses to all the Standards are included in the Draft Findings 
in Attachment 1. 

Standard 1: A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires 
minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.  

The proposed scope of work will allow for the Rose Walk to continue to be used as it was 
historically, as a pedestrian footpath that extends from Euclid Avenue to Rose Street and Le Roy 
Avenue. The proposed project is consistent with Standard 1. 
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Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize 
a property will be avoided.  

The proposed scope of work will retain the property’s existing historic character. Distinctive 
materials will be preserved. The proposed replacement of retaining walls and walkway material 
will be undertaken in a manner that retains the existing spaces and spatial relationships that 
characterize the Rose Walk. Retaining walls and walkways will  be replaced in-kind. The 
proposed scope of work is consistent with Standard 2. 

Standard 5: Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples 
of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.  

The proposed scope of work is limited to replacing damaged materials in-kind. Distinctive 
materials, features, and finishes that characterize Rose Walk will be preserved. The  proposed 
scope of work is consistent with Standard 5. 

Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match 
the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features 
will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.  

The proposed scope of work proposes to replace existing deteriorated materials. Due to the 
extent and type of material damage, repair is not suitable. Proposed replacement is  limited to 
segments that are damaged beyond repair. New retaining walls and walkway material will 
match the existing in design, color, texture, and materials. Replacement is based on existing 
physical evidence. The proposed scope of work is consistent with Standard 6. 

Standard 8: Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources 
must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.  

The proposed project is not expected to encounter archaeological resources. The proposed work 
is subject to the City’s existing guidelines and conditions on the treatment of archaeological 
resources. The proposed scope of work is consistent with Standard 8. 

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new 
work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 
features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its 
environment.  

The proposed scope of work is limited to replacing materials that are deteriorated. All work will 
be consistent with the existing design and materials. The proposed scope of work will not destroy 
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. No 
additional alterations or additions are proposed. The proposed project is consistent with 
Standard 9. 

B. Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (LPO) Review Standards and Criteria 

The analysis below summarizes staff’s findings for this project with respect to the requirements for 
SAP approval in accordance with the LPO. 
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BMC Section 3.24.260(C)(1)(a): 

For applications relating to landmark sites, the proposed work shall not adversely affect the 
exterior architectural features of the landmark and, where specified in the designation for a 
publicly owned landmark, its major interior architectural features; nor shall the proposed work 
adversely affect the special character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or 
value of the landmark and its site, as viewed both in themselves and in their setting. 

The project proposes the in-kind replacement of existing retaining walls and concrete walkway 
material. Proposed replacement is limited to areas where materials are deteriorated beyond 
repair. The proposed scope of work is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for Rehabilitation and will retain the Rose Walk’s character-defining features. As such, the 
proposed scope of work will not adversely affect the special character or value of the Rose Walk. 

Environmental Review 

The preservation and restoration of the retaining walls and foot path is categorically exempt from 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15331 “Historical Resource 
Restoration/Rehabilitation.”  

RECOMMENDATION 
In accordance with BMC Section 3.24.200 staff recommends that the Commission:  

• Open and close the public hearing on this SAP application. 
• Take favorable action on the SAP application and adopt the Draft Findings & Conditions of 

Approval.  

Attachments 
1. Findings 
2. Conditions of Approval 
3. Applicant Statement, received April 30, 2026 
4. Project Plans, dated February 27, 2026 
5. Notice of Decision, 2500-2527, 2518, 2555 Rose Walk, 40, 50, 60 Codornices Road, 1400 Le Roy 

Avenue, and Rose Walk, 1991 

Works Cited 

Berkeley Gazette, “First Official Local Landmarks Designated,” December 17, 1975, 
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Landmarks Preservation Commission Findings

Quick Facts Project Description: 
Applicant: City of Berkeley Public 
Works Engineering Division 

Property Owner: City of Berkeley 

Project Address: Rose Walk near 
2555 Rose Street 

Site Size: n/a 

GP Land Use: Institutional, Low 
Density Residential (LDR) 

Zoning: Residential Multi-Unit 1 
District (R-1H) 

CEQA: Exempt pursuant to CEQA 
Section 15331 for Historical 
Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation 

Date Submitted: February 27, 2026 

Date Deemed Complete: June 1, 
2026 

Project Planner: JulieAnn Murphy, 
Rincon Consultants 

The applicant is seeking approval to reconstruct/repair segments of 
retaining walls and concrete pathway material along Rose Walk 
between Euclid Avenue and Le Roy Avenue. 

Zoning Permits Requested: 

Structural Alteration Permit pursuant to 3.24.200 to make 
repairs/alterations to a City of Berkeley Landmark. 

Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends that LPC approve LMSAP2026-0005 pursuant to 
BMC Section 3.24.260 “Permit application–Review standards and 
criteria” and subject to the attached Findings and Conditions of 
Approval.  

App #: LMSAP2026-0005 
Structural Alteration Permit for Rose Walk Pedestrian 
Walkway 

October 1, 2026 
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CEQA  
The project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA, Public Resources Code §21000, et seq. and California Code of Regulations, §15000, et seq.) 
pursuant to Section 15331 of the CEQA Guidelines (“Historic Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation” 
because the project will preserve and restore the existing retaining walls and walkway.  
 
FINDINGS RELATED TO THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS 
Regarding the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards (SOI) for Rehabilitation, the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission of the City of Berkeley makes the following findings:  

Standard 1: A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires 
minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.  

Evidence. The proposed scope of work will allow for the Rose Walk to continue to be used as it was 
historically, as a pedestrian footpath that extends from Euclid Avenue to Rose Street and Le Roy 
Avenue. The proposed project is consistent with Standard 1. 

Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize 
a property will be avoided.  

Evidence. The proposed scope of work will retain the property’s existing historic character. 
Distinctive materials will be preserved. The proposed replacement of retaining walls and walkway 
material will be undertaken in a manner that retains the existing spaces and  spatial relationships 
that characterize the Rose Walk. Retaining walls and walkways will be replaced in-kind. The 
proposed scope of work is consistent with Standard 2. 

Standard 3: Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. 
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features 
or elements from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.  

Evidence. The proposed scope of work will not introduce materials that create a false sense of 
historical development. Standard 3 is not applicable. 

Standard 4: Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will 
be retained and preserved.  

Evidence. The Rose Walk retains its original design. No changes have occurred that have acquired 
historic significance. Standard 4 is not applicable. 

Standard 5: Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.  

Evidence. The proposed scope of work is limited to replacing damaged materials in-kind. 
Distinctive materials, features, and finishes that characterize Rose Walk will be preserved. The 
proposed scope of work is consistent with Standard 5. 

Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match 
the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features 
will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.  

Evidence. The proposed scope of work proposes to replace existing deteriorated materials. Due 
to the extent and type of material damage, repair is not suitable. Proposed replacement is limited 
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to segments that are damaged beyond repair. New retaining walls and walkway material will 
match the existing in design, color, texture, and materials. Replacement is based on existing 
physical evidence. The proposed scope of work is consistent with Standard 6. 

Standard 7: Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest 
means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.  

Evidence. No chemical or physical treatments are proposed as part of this scope of work. 
Standard 7 is not applicable. 

Standard 8: Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources 
must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.  

Evidence. The proposed project is not expected to encounter archaeological resources. The 
proposed work is subject to the City’s existing guidelines and conditions on the treatment of 
archaeological resources. The proposed scope of work is consistent with Standard 8. 

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work 
shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, 
size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.  

Evidence. The proposed scope of work is limited to replacing materials that are deteriorated. All 
work will be consistent with the existing design and materials. The proposed scope of work will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. No 
additional alterations or additions are  proposed. The  proposed project is consistent with 
Standard 9. 

Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in a such 
a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and 
its environment would be unimpaired. 

Evidence. The proposed scope of work does not include new additions or new construction. 
Standard 10 is not applicable. 
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FINDINGS REQUIRED UNDER LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ORDINANCE  
Pursuant to BMC Section 3.24.260(C)(1), approval of permit applications pursuant to this section 
may be granted only upon determination that the proposal conforms to the criteria set forth in 
paragraphs 1. 

1.  For permit applications for construction, alteration or repair:  

a. For applications relating to landmark sites, the proposed work shall not adversely affect the 
exterior architectural features of the landmark and, where specified in the designation for a 
publicly owned landmark, its major interior architectural features; nor shall the proposed 
work adversely affect the special character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic 
interest or value of the landmark and its site, as viewed both in themselves and in their 
setting.  

Evidence: The project proposes the in-kind replacement of existing retaining walls and concrete 
walkway material. Proposed replacement is limited to areas where materials are deteriorated 
beyond repair. The proposed scope of work is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation and will retain the Rose Walk’s character-defining features. As 
such, the proposed scope of work will not adversely affect the special character or value of the 
Rose Walk. 

b. For applications relating to property in historic districts, the proposed work shall not 
adversely affect the exterior architectural features of the subject property or the relationship 
and congruity between the subject structure or feature and its neighboring structures and 
surroundings, including facade, setback and height; nor shall the proposed work adversely 
affect the special character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value 
of the district. The proposed work shall also conform to such further standards as may be 
embodied in the designation of the historic district.  

Evidence: N/A. The site is not in a Historic District.  

c. For applications relating to structure of merit sites, the proposed work shall not adversely 
affect the architectural features if architectural merit is the basis for designation; nor shall 
the proposed work adversely affect the special cultural, educational or historical interest or 
value if that is the basis for designation. 

Evidence: N/A. The site is a designated City Landmark and not a Structure of Merit. 

Item 7B, Attachment 1 - Findings 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 

October 1, 2026



L M S A P 2 0 2 6 - 0 0 0 5
Conditions of Approval 

October 1, 2026 

I. General Administrative Conditions Regulation Source Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

1. Project Approval. This Structural Alteration Permit approval is for Rose Walk, as substantially 
shown and described on the project plans dated February 27, 2026, except as required to be 
modified by conditions herein and plans as presented to the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
on October 1, 2026 (“Approval Date.”). For any condition herein that requires preparation of a Final 
Plan where the project applicant has submitted a conceptual plan, the project applicant shall submit 
final plan(s) in substantial conformance with the conceptual plan, but incorporate the modifications 
required by the conditions herein for approval by the City. 

City of Berkeley On-Going Land Use Planning 

2. Approval Limited to Proposed Project. This Permit authorizes only the proposed project 
described in the application. In no way does an approval authorize other uses, structures or 
activities not included in the project description.  

City of Berkeley 
BMC Section 
23.404.060 

On-Going Land Use Planning 

3. Compliance Required. All land uses and structures in Berkeley must comply with the Zoning 
Ordinance and all applicable City ordinances and regulations. Compliance with the Zoning 
Ordinance does not relieve an applicant from requirements to comply with other federal, state, and 
City regulations that also apply to the property. 

City of Berkeley On-Going Land Use Planning 

4. Conformance to Approved Plans. All work performed under an approved permit shall be in 
compliance with the approved plans and any Conditions of Approval.  

City of Berkeley 
BMC Section 

23.404.060.B.4 

On-Going Land Use Planning 

5. Permit Revocation. The City may revoke or modify a discretionary permit for completed projects 
due to: 1) violations of permit requirements; 2) Changes to the approved project; and/or 3) Vacancy 
for one year or more. However, no lawful residential use can lapse, regardless of the length of time 
of the vacancy. Proceedings to revoke or modify a permit may be initiated by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission (LPC), or City Council referral.  

City of Berkeley 
BMC Section 
23.404.080 

On-Going Land Use Planning 
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I. General Administrative Conditions Regulation Source Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

6.  Exercise and Expiration of Permits A permit authorizing a land use is exercised when both a 
valid City business license is issued (if required) and the land use is established on the property.  

A. A permit authorizing a land use is exercised when both a valid City business license is issued 
(if required) and the land use is established on the property.  

B. A permit authorizing construction is exercised when both a valid City building permit (if 
required) is issued and construction has lawfully begun. 

C. The Zoning Officer may declare a permit lapsed if it is not exercised within one year of its 
issuance, except if the applicant has applied for a building permit or has made a substantial 
good faith effort to obtain a building permit and begin construction. The Zoning Officer may 
declare a permit lapsed only after 14 days written notice to the applicant. A determination that 
a permit has lapsed may be appealed to the ZAB in accordance with Chapter 23.410 (Appeals 
and Certification).  

D. A permit declared lapsed shall be void and of no further force and effect. To establish the use 
or structure authorized by the lapsed permit, an applicant must apply for and receive City 
approval of a new permit. 

 

City of Berkeley 
BMC Section  

23.404.060 (C) 
“Time Limits”  

On-Going Land Use Planning  

7.  Hold Harmless. The permittee agrees as a condition of approval of this application to indemnify, 
protect, defend with counsel selected by the City, and hold harmless, the City, and any agency or 
instrumentality thereof, and its elected and appointed officials, officers, employees and agents, from 
and against any and all liabilities, claims, actions, causes of action, proceedings, suits, damages, 
judgments, liens, levies, costs and expenses of whatever nature, including reasonable attorney’s 
fees and disbursements (collectively, “Claims”) arising out of or in any way relating to the approval 
of this application, any actions taken by the City related to this entitlement, or any environmental 
review conducted under the California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resources Code Section 
210000 et seq., for this entitlement and related actions. The indemnification shall include any Claims 
that may be asserted by any person or entity, including the permittee, arising out of or in connection 

City of Berkeley On-Going Land Use Planning  
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I. General Administrative Conditions Regulation Source Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

with the approval of this application, whether or not there is concurrent, passive or active negligence 
on the part of the City, and any agency or instrumentality thereof, and its elected and appointed 
officials, officers, employees and agents. The permittee’s duty to defend the City shall not apply in 
those instances when the permittee has asserted the Claims, although the permittee shall still have 
a duty to indemnify, protect and hold harmless the City. 

II. At Building Permit Submittal Regulation Source Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

1.  Conditions of Approval on Building Permit Plan Submittal 
Structural Alteration Permit. The Conditions of Approval for this Structural Alteration Permit shall 
be printed on the second sheet of each plan set submitted for a building permit pursuant to this 
Structural Alteration Permit, under the title ‘Structural Alteration Permit Conditions. 

City of Berkeley  At the Time of Building 
Permit Submittal  

Building & Safety/Land 
Use Planning 

2.  Project Liaison. The applicant shall include in all building permit plans and post onsite the name 
and telephone number of an individual empowered to manage construction-related complaints 
generated from the project. The individual’s name, telephone number, and responsibility for the 
project shall be posted at the project site for the duration of the project in a location easily visible to 
the public. The individual shall record all complaints received and actions taken in response, and 
submit written reports of such complaints and actions to the project planner on a weekly basis.  
Please designate the name of this individual below: 
 
 Project Liaison ____________________________________________________ 
 Name    Phone # 

 

City of Berkeley At the Time of Building 
Permit Submittal  

Building & Safety/Land 
Use Planning 
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III. During Construction 
A. Building & Safety Division 

Regulation Source Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

1  Construction Hours. Construction activity shall be limited to between the hours of 7:00 AM and 
6:00 PM on Monday through Friday, and between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM on Saturday. No 
construction-related activity shall occur on Sunday or any Federal Holiday.  

City of Berkeley During Construction  Building & Safety  

2.  Construction Hours- Exceptions. It is recognized that certain construction activities, such as the 
placement of concrete, must be performed in a continuous manner and may require an extension 
of these work hours. Prior to initiating any activity that might require a longer period, the developer 
must notify the Zoning Officer and request an exception for a finite period of time. If the Zoning 
Officer approves the request, then two weeks prior to the expanded schedule, the developer shall 
notify businesses and residents within 500 feet of the project site describing the expanded 
construction hours. A copy of such notice and methodology for distributing the notice shall be 
provided in advance to the City for review and approval. The project shall not be allowed more than 
15 extended working days. 

 

City of Berkeley During Construction  Building & Safety  

3.  Construction / No Parking Permits. Contact the Permit Service Center (PSC) at 1947 Center 
Street, Third Floor or (510) 981-7500 for details on obtaining Construction/No Parking Permits (and 
associated signs and accompanying dashboard permits). Please note that the Zoning Officer and/or 
Traffic Engineer may limit off-site parking of construction-related vehicles if necessary to protect the 
health, safety or convenience of the surrounding neighborhood. A current copy of this Plan shall be 
available at all times at the construction site for review by City Staff. 

City of Berkeley During Construction  Building & Safety  

 

3.  Construction and Demolition Diversion. The applicant shall submit a Construction Waste 
Management Plan that meets the requirements of BMC Chapter 19.37 including 100% diversion of 
asphalt, concrete, excavated soil and land-clearing debris and a minimum of 65% diversion of other 
nonhazardous construction and demolition waste.  

City of Berkeley 
BMC Chapter 19.37 

At Building Permit 
Submittal   

Building & Safety 
Division 
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IV. During Construction  
B. Land Use Planning  Regulation Source Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

1.  Paleontological Resources (Ongoing throughout demolition, grading, and/or construction). 
In the event of an unanticipated discovery of a paleontological resource during construction, 
excavations within 50 feet of the find shall be temporarily halted or diverted until the discovery is 
examined by a qualified paleontologist (per Society of Vertebrate Paleontology standards [SVP 
1995,1996]). The qualified paleontologist shall document the discovery as needed, evaluate the 
potential resource, and assess the significance of the find. The paleontologist shall notify the 
appropriate agencies to determine procedures that would be followed before construction is allowed 
to resume at the location of the find. If the City determines that avoidance is not feasible, the 
paleontologist shall prepare an excavation plan for mitigating the effect of the project on the qualities 
that make the resource important, and such plan shall be implemented. The plan shall be submitted 
to the City for review and approval. 

City of Berkeley During Construction  Land Use Planning  

2.  Halt Work/Unanticipated Discovery of Tribal Cultural Resources. In the event that cultural 
resources of Native American origin are identified during construction, all work within 50 feet 
of the discovery shall be redirected. The project applicant and project construction contractor shall 
notify the City Planning Department within 24 hours. The City will again contact any tribes who have 
requested consultation under AB 52, as well as contact a qualified archaeologist, to evaluate the 
resources and situation and provide recommendations. If it is determined that the resource is a 
tribal cultural resource and thus significant under CEQA, a mitigation plan shall be prepared and 
implemented in accordance with State guidelines and in consultation with Native American groups. 
If the resource cannot be avoided, additional measures to avoid or reduce impacts to the resource 
and to address tribal concerns may be required.  

City of Berkeley During Construction  Land Use Planning 

3.  Archaeological Resources (Ongoing throughout demolition, grading, and/or construction). 
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15064.5(f), “provisions for historical or unique archaeological 
resources accidentally discovered during construction” should be instituted. Therefore: 

City of Berkeley During Construction  Land Use Planning 
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A. In the event that any prehistoric or historic subsurface cultural resources are discovered during 
ground disturbing activities, all work within 50 feet of the resources shall be halted and the 
project applicant and/or lead agency shall consult with a qualified archaeologist, historian or 
paleontologist to assess the significance of the find. 

B. If any find is determined to be significant, representatives of the project proponent and/or lead 
agency and the qualified professional would meet to determine the appropriate avoidance 
measures or other appropriate measure, with the ultimate determination to be made by the City 
of Berkeley. All significant cultural materials recovered shall be subject to scientific analysis, 
professional museum curation, and/or a report prepared by the qualified professional according 
to current professional standards. 

C. In considering any suggested measure proposed by the qualified professional, the project 
applicant shall determine whether avoidance is necessary or feasible in light of factors such as 
the uniqueness of the find, project design, costs, and other considerations. 

D. If avoidance is unnecessary or infeasible, other appropriate measures (e.g., data recovery) shall 
be instituted. Work may proceed on other parts of the project site while mitigation measures for 
cultural resources is carried out. 

E. If significant materials are recovered, the qualified professional shall prepare a report on the 
findings for submittal to the Northwest Information Center. 

 
 

IV. During Construction  
C. During Construction: Public Works  Regulation Source  Timing/Implementation Enforcement/Monitoring 

1.  Site Debris. All piles of debris, soil, sand, or other loose materials shall be covered at night and 
during rainy weather with plastic at least one-eighth millimeter thick and secured to the ground. 

City of Berkeley During Construction Public Works 

2.  Street & Sidewalk Damages. Subject to approval of the Public Works Department, the applicant 
shall repair any damage to public streets and/or sidewalks by construction vehicles traveling to or 
from the project site. 

 

City of Berkeley During Construction Public Works 
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3.  Underground Utilities. If underground utilities leading to adjacent properties are uncovered and/or 
broken, the contractor involved shall immediately notify the Public Works Department and the 
Building & Safety Division, and carry out any necessary corrective action to their satisfaction 

City of Berkeley During Construction  Public Works 

4.  Hauling of Debris. Trucks hauling debris, soil, sand, or other loose materials shall be covered or 
required to maintain at least two feet of board. 

City of Berkeley During Construction  Public Works 

V. Structural Alteration Permit Conditions  Regulation Source Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

1. Repair and replacement of character-defining features. Deteriorated historic features shall be 
repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a 
distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old or historic feature in design, color, texture, 
and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence. 
 

City of Berkeley On-Going Land Use Planning  

2. Chemical Treatments.  With respect to historic resources located on this site or within the propose 
project area, any chemical treatments needed as construction progresses will be undertaken using 
the gentlest means possible.  
 

City of Berkeley On-Going Land Use Planning 
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Rose Walk, near 2555 Rose St, Berkeley CA 94708 
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Application Statement 

PROJECT BACKGROUND: 

Engineering Division of the Public Works becomes aware of a dilapidated retaining 
wall in the Rose Walk Path that’s in a condition of disrepair, and further investigation 
confirmed the need to reconstruct/repair the tipped-over wall to mitigate safety concerns. 
The wall in its current condition presents a safety risk and proposed improvement will 
replace, partially, the unsafe portion of the wall, without impacting the rest. 

Figure no.1 through 3 depicts various structural defects associated with the wall, along 
with a brief description of the nature of the defect. Additional photos included in 
Attachment A provide further details relating to the overall condition on the wall. 

Figure 1: Tilted Wall 
Looking at the wall 
along its longitudinal 
direction, the wall is 
tilted from its original 
upright position – any 
wall in  

Figure 1: Tilted Wall 
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Figure 2: Partial Displace Wall:  

Multiple spots where segment 
of walls are breaking away 
from the structure 

 
Figure 3: Major Crack 

A couple of major cracks, up to eight 
inches in size, weaken the structural 
integrity of the infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Partial Displaced Wall 

Figure 3: Major Crack 
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PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS – BENEFITS AND RATIONALS: 

 The reconstruction/repair work replaces the dilapidated segment of the wall with 
new cast-in place pile and grade beam, as well as pilasters that resemble existing ones. 
Proposed improvement will include restoration of existing wall texture and style, to the best 
of the contractor’s ability. Demotion of the existing wall and its footing will be completely 
removed prior to the construction of the new wall and piles. 

Proposed improvement will eliminate the hidden safety concern associated with the 
existing wall in its current condition. The new wall will provide adequate structural strength 
to hold up against the lateral load being exerted onto the walls, in addition to the seismic 
enhancement included in the design, as the new wall will be constructed at a proper depth.  
Leaving the existing wall in its current condition unattended will likely result the city in a 
higher financial burden if the repair was to be delayed, as construction costs increase year 
after year, and unnecessary risk to property damage if the existing wall was to fail, 
unexpectedly. 

Due to the various requirements to preserve its historical values, consideration was 
factored into the design process to require the contractor to restore the new wall to match 
its historical property, including but not limited to their textures and style, to the best of the 
contractor’s abilities. Carrying the proposed improvement allows us to eliminate the safety 
concern of the walls without the loss of their historical value. 

 

APPLICABLE STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS: 

Where applicable, requirements specified in Chapter 3.24 of the BMC codes, 
specific sections 3.24.200 to 2.24.250, and 2.24.280, will be strictly adhered to, and 
various elements specified in the standards in the Secretary of Interior Standards, and 
actions to be taken as part of the reconstruction are provided below: 

Standards for Rehabilitation: 

Standards Applicable/inapplicable, and why 
1. A property will be used as it was 

historically or be given a new use 
that requires minimal change to its 
distinctive materials, features, 
spaces and spatial relationships 

Not applicable as proposed improvement 
is within City Right-of-Way and 
improvement does not alter its intended 
use 
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2. The historic character of a property 
will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces and 
spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be 
avoided 

The reconstructed retaining wall will 
match, practically feasible, their existing 
texture/style 

3. Each property will be recognized as 
a physical record of its time, place 
and use. Changes that create a false 
sense of historical development, 
such as adding conjectural features 
or elements from other historic 
properties, will not be undertaken.  

Not applicable – waiver applies or needed 

4. Changes to a property that has 
acquired historic significance in 
their own right will be retained and 
preserved. 

not applicable – waiver applies or needed 

5. Distinctive materials, features, 
finishes, and construction 
techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a 
property will be preserved. 

Best practices will be retained, and new 
walls will be matching existing walls 
texture/style 

6. Deteriorated historic features will be 
repaired rather than replaced. 
Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a 
distinctive feature, the new feature 
will match the old in design, color, 
texture and, where possible, 
materials. Replacement of missing 
features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence 

New walls to be constructed will include 
various elements, including, but not 
limited to, texture, style, etc., matching to 
that of the existing walls. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if 
appropriate, will be undertaken 
using the gentlest means possible. 
Treatments that cause damage to 
historic materials will not be used.  

 

Not applicable - waiver applies or needed 

8. Archeological resources will be 
protected and preserved in place. If 
such resources must be disturbed, 

Not applicable – waiver applies or needed 

Item 7B, Attachment 3 - Applicant Statement 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 

October 1, 2026



Public Works Engineering Division 
Retaining Walls Reconstruction/Repair 

Rose Walk, near 2555 Rose St, Berkeley CA 94708  
 

P a g e  5 | 6 

 

mitigation measures will be 
undertaken.  

 
9. New additions, exterior alterations, 

or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, 
and spatial relationships that 
characterize the property. The new 
work will be diƯerentiated from the 
old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, 
scale and proportion, and massing 
to protect the integrity of the 
property and its environment.  

 

Work is limited to segments where 
structural deficiency is noted, and nothing 
is included outside of those segments. 

10. New additions and adjacent or 
related new construction will be 
undertaken in such a manner that, if 
removed in the future, the essential 
form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would 
be unimpaired.  

 

Not applicable – waiver applies or needed 

 

Various items listed in the Landmark Preservation Commission Structural Alteration Permit 
& Design Review Submittal Requirements checklist that are not applicable, and 
subsequently applicants are seeking waivers on: 

Structural Altercation Permit and Design Checklist: 

Checklist Item(s) Applicable/inapplicable, and why 
1. Application Statement – A written 

summary of the project 
 

Provided above 

2. Tabulation Form Not applicable - wavier applies or needed 
3. Fees  To be submitted 
4. Color Photographs Included in attachments 
5. Colors and materials Boards Not applicable - waiver applies or needed 
6. Site Plans Plan Sheets included – Attachment B 
7. Floor Plans Improvement sites do not pertain to 

structures that contain floor plans 

Item 7B, Attachment 3 - Applicant Statement 
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8. Roof Plans Improvement sites do not pertain to 
structures that contain roof plans 

9. Elevations Plan Sheets included – Attachment B 
10. Landscape Plans  Improvement sites do not pertain to 

structures that contain landscape plans 
11. Sections 

 
Plan Sheets include sectional view of the 
sites and proposed improvements 

12. Other information may be required Not applicable – waiver applies or needed 

 

Mass Diagrams are included in Attachment - C that complies with SB 1212 Site Plan/Mass 
Diagram requirements. 

Attachments: 

A. Additional photos 
B. Plan Sheets  
C. Mass Diagrams 
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