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Finance Department
Purchasing Division

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
Specification No. 27-11798-C
FOR
Landfilling Landfill Waste (MSW)
PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE OPENED AND READ PUBLICLY

ADDENDUM “B” 
October 23, 2026

Dear Proposer:

The due date for RFP Specification No.27-11798-C Landfilling Landfill Waste (MSW) has been revised. Proposals/bids must be received no later than 2:00 pm, on October 29 ,2026 All responses should be sent via email to Solicitations@berkeleyca.gov and have “Landfilling Landfill Waste (MSW)” and Specification No. 27-11798-C indicated in the subject line of the email.  Please submit one (1) PDF of the technical proposal. Corresponding cost proposal shall be submitted as a separate PDF document.

Proposals will not be accepted after the date and time stated above.

We look forward to receiving and reviewing your proposal.

Sincerely,


Henry Oyekanmi
Finance Director

Addendum “B”

Questions and Answers for Specification No. 27-11798-C
PROJECT NAME Landfilling Landfill Waste (MSW)


The City of Berkeley has received questions from potential respondents regarding Specification No. 27-11798-C, Landfilling Landfill Waste (MSW). The City’s responses to those questions are listed below.

1. Q. Will the City consider a proposal limited to Optional Alternative 1 (Contractor Transportation) and/or direct-haul contingency support from a firm that does not operate a disposal facility? Alternatively, may a disposal proposer name a separate firm as its transportation or contingency subcontractor?

1. A. The RFP requires a proposal for base landfill disposal services. A disposal proposer may identify a qualified subcontractor for transportation or contingency services. A transportation-only proposal does not meet the base-service requirement. 

2. Q. Section I estimates approximately 170 tons per operating day, while Section II.3 references approximately 240 tons per operating day. Which figure should proposers use for transportation pricing?

2. A. There is a mistake in the RFP. Use an average of 220 tons per operating day for transportation pricing.

3. Q. If Optional Alternative 1 is not awarded under this RFP, does the City anticipate a separate solicitation for emergency hauling or transfer station contingency services?

3. A. The City does not currently anticipate a separate solicitation.

4. Q. Page 18 of the RFP notes that the attachments must be signed in blue ink. Since this is an emailed submission, would the City accept forms signed via DocuSign?

4. A. Yes

5. Q. In Section III of the RFP, Submission Requirements, Page 9: the Price Proposal says that "The Proposal shall itemize all services, including hourly rates for all professional, technical and support personnel, and all other charges related to completion of the work shall be itemized." However, the Rate tables following the section do not provide spaces to itemize hourly rates. Could the city clarify this requirement?

5. A. Complete the RFP rate tables. Separate hourly personnel rates are not required for the landfill disposal pricing.
6. Q	Could the City provide guidance on how to complete the Equal Benefits Ordinance given this situation: We provide equal benefits to spouses and registered domestic partners to all non-union employees. However, our union employees participate in a union-driven pension plan that does not offer equal benefits. Since the union dictates the pension plan, this is not something we have the ability to control. Other than the union pension plan, the union employees are indeed provided with equal benefits between spouses and registered domestic partners.

6. A. Complete the Equal Benefits Ordinance forms accurately and disclose the collective-bargaining pension-plan exception. The City will determine compliance under its applicable requirements.

7. Q. The price proposal form has a line for “Direct haul primary receiving facility.” Can the City clarify how this is different from “Base Landfill Disposal Service” at the Primary Disposal facility?

7.A. Base Landfill Disposal Service is disposal at the primary facility. The direct-haul receiving-facility line applies to the separate direct-haul contingency scenario.
8.Q. For annual rate adjustments, the RFP references the CPI-U, All Items, San Francisco–Oakland–Hayward, CA, not seasonally adjusted. Could you please provide the corresponding BLS CPI series code required by the City?

8.A. The specified CPI-U series code is proposed as CUURS49BSA0. 
9.Q. Governmental Fees and Surcharges Please identify all County, host-jurisdiction, regulatory, franchise, mitigation, AB 939, landfill assessment, surcharge, or similar governmental fees currently applicable to disposal of Berkeley landfill waste, including:
Current amount
Basis of calculation
Entity receiving the fee
Whether the fee is included in the current disposal rate or billed separately

9.A.	Proposal Pricing Requirements:
 
Proposers shall identify the base landfill tipping fee as a single amount, exclusive of additional fees and surcharges. All applicable governmental, regulatory, host-jurisdiction, and facility-specific fees or surcharges shall be separately itemized, identifying the amount, calculation method, receiving agency or entity, and basis for applicability of each charge. Proposers may provide this information in their own fee table or clearly organized written response; the City has not prescribed a separate form for this purpose. Proposers shall also identify the total proposed disposal price, including the base tipping fee and all itemized fees and surcharges.
 
For proposal purposes, the successful Contractor shall be responsible for collecting, reporting, and remitting applicable disposal-related fees to the appropriate agencies or parties, including applicable StopWaste AB 939 Facility Fees, Household Hazardous Waste Fees, and Measure D fees or equivalent payments. This requirement applies whether the proposed disposal facility is located within or outside Alameda County, subject to the applicability of each fee to the waste and services provided. Where necessary, the Contractor shall perform these functions on the City’s behalf under agreement consistent with the receiving agency’s requirements.
 
Fee applicability shall be determined using the waste’s jurisdiction of origin, disposal destination, and applicable agency requirements. Delivery through the Berkeley Transfer Station does not, by itself, establish Berkeley as the jurisdiction of origin. The City will provide available waste-origin information, and the Contractor shall coordinate with the City to reconcile that information with disposal records and prepare the required reports and remittances.
 
Applicable fees shall be separately itemized on invoices and supported by records sufficient to verify the applicable rate, chargeable tonnage, and remittance. A fee shall not be charged separately if already included in another invoiced amount or paid directly by the City. Governmental fees passed through to the City shall be charged at actual applicable amounts without markup. Contractor administrative costs shall be included in the base tipping fee.
 
Changes to governmental fees shall be supported by documentation from the assessing agency and administered under the Agreement’s fee-adjustment provisions. Reductions or elimination of such fees shall be reflected in the City’s charges. Contractor-imposed surcharges shall be separately identified and shall not be treated as governmental fees.
All fees are subject to change in accordance with the applicable regulatory agencies adopted fee schedules.
 
 
10.Q.  Current Contracted Disposal Rates
Please provide the current contracted disposal rate(s), including:
Base landfill disposal rate
Direct-haul disposal rate (if applicable)
Any applicable surcharges, fees, or assessments
Effective date of the current rates
Most recent approved rate adjustment
10.A.  
	Description
	Fees (Effective 3/1/2026)

	Base Disposal Rate
	$ 30.28

	Government Fees:
	 

	Alameda Co. LEA Inspection fee - Landfill
	$ 0.38

	CA AB939
	$ 1.40

	Open Space & Recy. (CUP)
	$ 2.54

	Measure D
	$ 8.23

	Business Tax
	$ 0.95

	Planning Fee
	$ 0.15

	Transportation Fee
	$ 0.02

	Household Hazardous Waste
	$ 2.15

	Alameda Co. Facility Fee
	$ 4.34

	Alameda County Water Board
	$ 0.05

	Total Government Fees
	$ 20.21

	 
	 

	Total Disposal Rate
	$ 50.49




11.Q. Question 3 – Current Disposal Agreement
Please provide a copy of the current disposal agreement, including:
All amendments
Extensions
Rate schedules
Approved rate adjustments
Any other modifications currently in effect

11.A. This information can be found at the City of Berkeley website by searching Records Online for Contract 8918.
12. Q. Please provide daily landfill waste tonnage for the most recent twelve (12) months, including for each load, the:
Date
Tons per load
If individual load-level information is not available, please provide the most detailed daily tonnage records maintained by the City or current contractor.



12. A.  See document uploaded to bid page
13.Q Prevailing Wage Applicability
Please confirm whether the City believes prevailing wage requirements apply to any portion of the services contemplated by this procurement, including:
Direct-haul transportation
Transfer operations
Disposal operations
Maintenance activities
Emergency operations
Mobilization activities
Optional services, if selected

13.A.  No.


14.Q City License, Permit, and Regulatory Fees
Please identify all City business license fees, permit fees, franchise fees, registration fees, regulatory fees, inspection fees, or similar charges that would apply to the successful contractor under the resulting agreement.
Please include current fee amounts or the methodology used to calculate such fees.

14.A. The successful contractor must obtain and maintain a valid City of Berkeley business license and comply with all applicable local, state, and federal permitting and regulatory requirements, including CalRecycle requirements and those of the jurisdiction in which the disposal facility operates.
15. Q. Direct-Haul Contingency Activation History
Regarding direct-haul alternate transfer site contingency operations, please provide:
Any alternate direct-haul transfer site activations during the past five (5) years
Duration of each activation event
Tons delivered during each activation event
Receiving facility utilized during each activation event
Reason for activation (e.g., maintenance, outage, construction, emergency, or other operational need).

15.A.  Over the past 5 years there have been activations due to construction projects at the City of Berkeley Transfer Station.  Daily tonnage would have been consistent with the daily average of 170 tons.  Tons were delivered to Waste Management Transfer Station Facility, Davis Street, San Leandro, California.

16.Q. Would the City consider extending the proposal submission deadline to Friday, October 30, 2026?

16.A. No. Addendum A extended the proposal deadline to October 29, 2026, at 2:00 p.m.
17.Q. When will the answers to these Questions, due 10/8, be released to the bidders?

17.A. Responses will be published in Addendum B on the City’s official solicitation webpage.
18.Q. Please clarify the following language - “During the term of the Contract, if other Alameda County customers are offered lower disposal pricing, vendor will extend lower disposal pricing to the City of Berkeley as well.” a. Applicability to Existing Agreements i. Does this provision apply only to pricing offered under agreements executed during the term of the proposed contract? ii. Or does it also apply to existing customer agreements that were executed prior to the contract start date? b. Comparable Services and Conditions Would the City consider applying this provision to similar customers receiving substantially similar services?

18.A. New

19.Q. The renewal language appears to contain two potentially conflicting concepts. The provision states that both the City and Contractor "shall each have the right to renew" the Contract, but it also states that the extension options are "exercisable at the City's sole discretion" and subject to City Council authorization. a. Could you clarify the City's intent? Specifically, does the City have the unilateral right to extend the agreement for up to two additional five-year terms, or is the renewal intended to be a mutual agreement between both parties, with the City retaining final approval authority over any extension?

19.A.  For the additional term(s) to be binding, either party must provide written notice of the intent to exercise the applicable 5-year extension at least one year prior to the expiration of the then contract term.  The party that receives the notice must agree to the 5-year extension at least 6 months prior to the expiration of the term contract. Contract pricing from the previous term shall carry forward to the following extension term(s) and will be subject to CPI adjustment as set forth in the contract.

20.Q. Would the City consider the following change to Section F, item 4? Contractor's profit, markup, overhead, administrative fees, and other indirect costs may be included in approved costs, provided such amounts are reasonable, properly documented, and approved by the City.

20.A. No change is proposed to Section F, item 4. 

21.Q. Section F, item 6, as written, does not hold the city to any time limits when reviewing an extraordinary increase request. Would the City consider adding that the City will use good faith efforts to audit and verify costs in a timely manner?

21.A. No.

22.Q. Does the City plan on sending out a DRAFT agreement for review?

22.A.  The City’s Personal Services agreement can be found on the City of Berkeley webpage.

23.Q. Given the significant inflationary pressures experienced in California in recent years, a 3% annual rate cap may not allow for recovery of actual operating cost increases, including landfill disposal, labor, fuel, and regulatory compliance costs. To provide the city with the most competitive initial pricing, would the City consider removing the 3% cap and allowing annual rate adjustments based on CPI - Series ID# CUUR0000SEHG02 (Garbage and Trash Collection Services)?

23.A. No. The RFP’s 3% annual cap and specified CPI provision remain unchanged.

24.Q. In Section 2: Client References, is the highlighted verbiage below, supposed to belong to another section of the RFP? a. Please clarify what you are requesting the bidders to include in the Client References section? [Highlighted text in Section 2, Client References: “Provide a minimum of (3) client references. Each Proposer shall provide three comparable public-agency references, its technical approach; facility and available-capacity information; proposed direct-haul plan; Disposal Facility Contingency Plan; applicable permits; optional transportation plan, if submitted; optional processing methodology, if submitted; environmental and regulatory compliance history; evidence of financial capacity; litigation and contract-termination disclosures; a completed Price Proposal; and all requested exceptions to the City’s terms.”

24.A. Yes. The additional proposal-submission language was placed in the Client References section in error. Provide at least three comparable client references.

25.Q. I am wondering if there is an interested or prospective proposer list for the 'Landfilling Landfill Waste (MSW)' RFP No. 27-11798-C, and if so, may I please view it?

25.A. The City provided its vendor notification list on its website.



Except as provided herein, all other terms and conditions remain unchanged.
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