
Office of the City Manager

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099
E-Mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager

INFORMATION CALENDAR
July 23, 2019

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager

Submitted by: Timothy Burroughs, Director, Planning and Development

Subject: LPO NOD:  1619 Walnut Street -- #LMIN2019-0001

INTRODUCTION
The attached Notice of Decision for a City Structure of Merit is submitted to the Mayor 
and City Council pursuant to Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Section 3.24.160, which 
states that “a copy of the Notice of Decision shall be filed with the City Clerk and the 
City Clerk shall present said copy to the City Council at its next regular meeting.”

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
The Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC/Commission) has granted City Structure 
of Merit status to the property at 1619 Walnut Street.  This action is subject to a 15-day 
appeal period, which began on July 8, 2019. 

BACKGROUND
BMC/LPO Section 3.24.190 allows City Council to review any action of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission in granting or denying Landmark, Structure of Merit or 
Historic District status.  In order for Council to review the decision on its merits, Council 
must appeal the Notice of Decision.  To do so, a Council member must move this 
Information Item to Action and then move to set the matter for hearing on its own.  Such 
action must be taken within 15 days of the mailing of the Notice of Decision, or by July 
23, 2019.  Such certification to Council shall stay all proceedings in the same manner as 
the filing of an appeal.

If the Council chooses to appeal the action of the Commission, then a public hearing will 
be set.  The Council must rule on the application within 30 days of closing the hearing, 
otherwise the decision of the Commission is automatically deemed affirmed.

Unless the Council wishes to review the determination of the Commission and make its 
own decision, the attached NOD is deemed received and filed.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Landmark designation provides opportunities for the adaptive re-use and rehabilitation 
of historic resources within the City. The rehabilitation of these resources, rather than 
their removal, achieves construction and demolition waste diversion, and promotes 
investment in existing urban centers.

POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION
The Council may choose to appeal the decision, in which case it would conduct a public 
hearing at a future date.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION
There are no known fiscal impacts associated with this action.

CONTACT PERSON
Timothy Burroughs, Director, Planning and Development Department, 510-981-7401
Fatema Crane, Secretary to the Landmarks Preservation Commission, 510-981-7410
Alison Lenci, Assistant Planner, 510-981-7544

Attachments:
1: Notice of Decision – #LMIN2019-0001 at 1619 Walnut Street

Page 2 of 74



L A N D M A R K S

P R E S E R V A T I O N

C O M M I S S I O N

N o t i c e  o f  D e c i s i o n
Attachment 1, pt 1 of 3

DATE OF COMMISSION DECISION: June 6, 2019
DATE NOTICE MAILED: July 8, 2019

APPEAL PERIOD EXPIRATION: July 23, 2019
EFFECTIVE DATE OF DECISION (Barring Appeal or Certification): July 24, 20191

1619 Walnut Street – Las Casitas Apartments
Landmark application #LMIN2019-0001 for the consideration of City 
Landmark or Structure of Merit designation status for a multi-unit 

residential property – APN 058-2179-025-00.

The Landmarks Preservation Commission of the City of Berkeley, after conducting a public 
hearing, APPROVED the following designation:

DESIGNATION: Structure of Merit

APPLICANT: Petition of Berkeley Residents prepared by Scott Wheeler, 1619 Walnut Street, 
Apt. A, Berkeley, CA 94709

ZONING DISTRICT:  R-2A, Restricted Multiple-Family Residential

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS:  Categorically exempt under the California 
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines, Section 15061(3).  

The application materials for this project are available online at:
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/zoningapplications

FINDINGS AND APPROVED APPLICATION ARE ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE 

1 Pursuant to BMC Section 1.04.070, if the close of the appeal period falls on a weekend or holiday, then the 
appeal period expires the following business day. Pursuant to BMC Section 3.24.190, the City Council may 
“certify” any decision of the LPC for review, within fifteen days from the mailing of the NOD. Such certification 
shall stay all proceedings in the same manner as the filing of a notice of appeal. 

Page 3 of 74

http://www.cityofberkeley.info/zoningapplications


LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF DECISION
LMIN2019-0001
1619 Walnut Street
July 8, 2019
Page 2 of 4

COMMISSION VOTE: 5-3-0-0 (one vacancy)

YES: ALLEN, CHAGNON, FINACOM, OLSON, O’MALLEY

NO: ABRANCHES DA SILVA, CRANDALL, SCHWARTZ

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

TO APPEAL THIS DECISION (see Section 3.24.300 of the Berkeley Municipal Code):
To appeal a decision of the Landmarks Preservation Commission to the City Council you must:
1. Submit a letter clearly and concisely setting forth the grounds for the appeal to the City 

Clerk, located at 2180 Milvia Street, 1st Floor, Berkeley; or by facsimile to (510) 981-6901.  
The City Clerk’s telephone number is (510) 981-6900.

2. The appeal must be received prior to 5:00 p.m. on the "APPEAL PERIOD EXPIRATION" 
date shown above (if the close of the appeal period falls on a weekend or holiday, then the 
appeal period expires the following business day).

3. Submit the required fee (checks and money orders must be payable to ‘City of Berkeley’):
a. The basic fee for persons other than the applicant is $500.  This fee may be reduced to 

$100 if the appeal is signed by persons who lease or own at least 50 percent of the 
parcels or dwelling units within 300 feet of the project site, or at least 25 such persons 
(not including dependent children), whichever is less.

b. The fee for appeals of affordable housing projects (defined as projects which provide 50 
percent or more affordable units for households earning 80% or less of Area Median 
Income) is $500, which may not be reduced.

c. The fee for all appeals by Applicants is $2500.  
If no appeal is received, the landmark designation will be final on the first business day 
following expiration of the appeal period.

NOTICE CONCERNING YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS:
If you object to this decision, the following requirements and restrictions apply:
1. If you challenge this decision in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you 

or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written 
correspondence delivered to the Landmarks Preservation Commission at, or prior to, the 
public hearing.
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2. You must appeal to the City Council within fifteen (15) days after the Notice of Decision of 
the action of the Landmarks Preservation Commission is mailed.  It is your obligation to 
notify the Land Use Planning Division in writing of your desire to receive a Notice of 
Decision when it is completed.

3. Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6(b) and Government Code Section 
65009(c)(1), no lawsuit challenging a City Council decision, as defined by Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 1094.6(e), regarding a use permit, variance or other permit may be filed 
more than ninety (90) days after the date the decision becomes final, as defined in Code of 
Civil Procedure Section 1094.6(b).  Any lawsuit not filed within that ninety (90) day period 
will be barred.

4. Pursuant to Government Code Section 66020(d)(1), notice is hereby given to the applicant 
that the 90-day protest period for any fees, dedications, reservations, or other exactions 
included in any permit approval begins upon final action by the City, and that any challenge 
must be filed within this 90-day period.

5. If you believe that this decision or any condition attached to it denies you any reasonable 
economic use of the subject property, was not sufficiently related to a legitimate public 
purpose, was not sufficiently proportional to any impact of the project, or for any other 
reason constitutes a “taking” of property for public use without just compensation under the 
California or United States Constitutions, your appeal of this decision must including the 
following information:
A. That this belief is a basis of your appeal.
B. Why you believe that the decision or condition constitutes a "taking" of property as set 

forth above.
C. All evidence and argument in support of your belief that the decision or condition 

constitutes a “taking” as set forth above.
If you do not do so, you will waive any legal right to claim that your property has been 
taken, both before the City Council and in court.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will 
become part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  
Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not 
required, but if included in any communication to a City board, commission or committee, 
will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address or any other 
contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service 
or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If you do not want 
your contact information included in the public record, please do not include that information in 
your communication.  Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, commission or 
committee for further information.
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LMIN2019-0001
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July 8, 2019
Page 4 of 4

FURTHER INFORMATION:
Questions about the project should be directed to the project planner, Alison Lenci, at (510) 981-
7410 or alenci@cityofberkeley.info. All project application materials, including full-size plans, 
may be viewed at the Permit Service Center (Zoning counter), 1947 Center Street, between 8 
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Findings
2. Landmark Application, received MAY 16, 2019

ATTEST: 
Fatema Crane, Secretary

Landmarks Preservation Commission

cc: Residents
City Clerk
Initiator and Application Author:

Petition of Berkeley Residents prepared by
Scott Wheeler
1619 Walnut Street, Apt. A
Berkeley, CA 94709

Property Owner;
David Downs 
1777 Lafayette Street, Unit #128
Santa Clara, CA 95050
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A t t a c h m e n t  1 , part 2 of 3

D R A F T  F i n d i n g s  
JUNE 6, 2019

  

1619 Walnut Street – Las Casitas Apartments
Landmark application #LMIN2019-0001 for the consideration of City 
Landmark or Structure of Merit designation status for a residential property. 

City of Berkeley Landmark Application LMIN2019-0001

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Structure of Merit designation of the property at 1619 Walnut Street, Las Casitas Apartments.

CEQA FINDINGS

1.  The project is found to be exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code §21000, et seq.) pursuant to Section 
15061.b.3 of the CEQA Guidelines (activities that can be seen with certainty to have no 
significant effect on the environment).

LANDMARK PRESERVATION ORIDNANCE FINDINGS

2.  Pursuant to Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Section 3.24.110.B Paragraph 2.c of the 
Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (LPO), the Landmarks Preservation Commission of 
the City of Berkeley (Commission) finds that the subject main building is a good example 
of Spanish Eclectic architecture. The building was constructed between 1927 and 1928, 
during the period of the Spanish Eclectic style (1915 - 1935). It includes many identifiable 
features of the Spanish Eclectic style, including a flat roof with parapet walls, narrow tile 
covered shed roofs with regularly laid tapered mission style tile, asymmetrical façade, 
stucco walls, stain glass windows, decorative window grills, decorative iron sconces and 
door knockers and arcaded walkways. 
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FINDINGS 1619 WALNUT STREET – LAS CASITAS APARTMENTS
Page 2 of 2 June 6, 2019

 

FEATURES TO BE PRESERVED 

1. This Structure of Merit designation shall apply to the subject property and the following 
distinguishing features shall be preserved: 
Features of the Site:

 Two semi-circled scored pathways, one along the side (south) property line and 
one along the side (north) property line;

 Five elongates diamond shape cutouts along the length of the southern pathway; 
 Decorative cement urn at southwest corner of the site;
 Rounded Archway reading ‘Las Casitas’ at the southwest corner of the site; and
 Semi-circled scored stairways and stucco retaining walls leading to each apartment 

unit entrance on the south façade.
Features of the Main Building:

 All extant, exterior building features characteristic of the Spanish Eclectic style;
 Two-story building with slightly recessed basement level 2-car garage;
 Horizontal wood board and batten garage doors on front, west façade;
 Flat parapet roof with three symmetrically placed false gables;
 Asymmetrical façade;
 All regularly laid tapered mission style tile;
 Four narrow tile covered shed roofs with regularly laid tapered mission style tile 

along south façade;
 Semi-rough, rusticated stucco material;
 Wrought iron elaborations including: 

o Two faux balcony grills, one on west façade and one on south façade;
o Two handrails, one for unit A and one for unit B;
o Six foot long balcony on second story south façade;
o Seven encased door awnings connected to the building with U-shaped bars;
o Seven exterior light fixtures, fashioned in a three-fourth circular pattern; and
o Seven unit identification plaques with doorbells and unit letter cutouts.

 Sixteen wood framed casement windows (4 on the west façade, 4 on the south 
façade, 2 on the east façade, and 6 on the north façade);

 Nine wood framed stained glass windows (1 on the west façade, 8 on the south 
façade);

 Twenty wood framed double sliding windows on the east and north façade;
 Two wood framed double-hung windows on the east façade;
 Two wood framed fixed windows on east façade;
 Seven wood doors along south façade, each inset with 12 true divided light glass 

panes;
 Seven wood doors with screened windows along north façade; and 
 Seven hammered copper door knob plates.
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