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CONSENT CALENDAR
December 3, 2019

To: Honorable Members of the City Council

From: Mayor Jesse Arreguín, and Councilmembers Sophie Hahn, Susan Wengraf, 
and Cheryl Davila

Subject: Reaffirming the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Resolution

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution reaffirming Berkeley’s position as supporting the preservation of the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and refrain the City from conducting business with 
companies that purchases, leases, or develops oil fields within the Refuge.  

BACKGROUND
The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, located in the northeast corner of Alaska, is the 
largest national wildlife refuge in the country, covering over 30,000 square miles (for 
comparison, the nine-county Bay Area covers an area just under 7,000 square miles). It 
is home to a wide away of wildlife, including 37 species of land mammals, 42 fish 
species, eight marine mammal species, and over 200 migratory and resident bird 
species. Many of these are endangered and are at risk from climate change. Founded 
in 1960, the Refuge serves as a crucial sanctuary for this wildlife. The Refuge is also 
home to the Gwichʼin people, who depend on the land for their livelihood. 

Oil drilling is allowed in parts of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, but only under the 
authorization of Congress. A provision in the December 2017 tax bill approved by 
Congress and signed into law by the President allowed for oil drilling along 1.5 million 
acres of the coastal areas of the Refuge. While the House passed H.R. 1146 – the 
Arctic Cultural and Coastal Plain Protection Act, to ban oil drilling in the area, this bill is 
currently stalled in the Senate. The Department of the Interior intends to conduct lease 
sales in the Refuge by the end of 2019, paving the way for major oil drilling operations.

On November 4, 2019, the United States formally began the process of leaving the 
Paris Agreement, which will take twelve months to complete. The Agreement, in which 
the United States will become the only country in the world to be a non-signatory, is 
seen as a critical step to prevent global temperatures rising above 2C from pre-
industrial levels, with the goal of keeping levels below 1.5C. Reaching 2C would result 
in cataclysmic and irreversible damage to Earth’s climate. The Arctic region is 
considered one of the most vulnerable areas in the world when it comes to the impacts 
of climate change. This is in part due to the feedback loop created by melting ice. Ice 
has a high albedo, meaning it reflects sunlight back into space. Less ice means more 
energy is absorbed by the Arctic Ocean, creating warmer temperatures that accelerates 
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further ice melt. Drilling in the Arctic will release significant amounts of methane, a 
potent greenhouse gas, which will further accelerate warming in the region. 

On September 10, 2002, the City Council approved an item introduced by 
Councilmember Dona Spring that referred the City Manager to require the City from 
refraining from knowingly purchasing goods or services from a company that purchases 
leases or develops oil fields in the Refuge (Attachment 2). Under the City’s Investment 
Policy, it has divested from publically traded fossil fuel companies, citing the City’s 
responsibility to protect the lives and livelihoods of its inhabitants from the threat of 
climate change. 

Given recent political decisions on the federal level to move forward with Arctic oil 
drilling and defiance of environmental regulations, along with the precarious condition 
the Arctic is in, it is essential to reaffirm the actions the City Council took in 2002. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Preservation of the Arctic is vital in reducing the impacts of climate change.

CONTACT PERSON
Mayor Jesse Arreguín 510-981-7100

Attachments: 
1: Resolution
2: September 10, 2002 Council Item on the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

REAFFIRMING THE ARCTIC WILDLIFE NATIONAL REFUGE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the coastal plain of the Arctic Wildlife National Refuge is a pristine, unique 
and fragile ecosystem, home to some of the most spectacular wildlife in the United States, 
and one of the last remaining such places on the planet; and

WHEREAS, the Arctic Refuge is sacred to the Gwich'in people, who have lived near the 
area for almost a thousand generations, and depend on the Porcupine Caribou herd for 
food, clothing, and as a link to their traditional culture; and

WHEREAS, oil drilling in the Refuge is allowed only under authorization of Congress, 
which was provided in a provision in the December 2017 tax bill approved by Congress 
and signed into law by the President, allowing for drilling along 1.5 million acres of coastal 
area; and

WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior is expected to conduct lease sales in the 
Refuge by the end of 2019, paving the way for major oil drilling operations, despite the 
same Department under previous administrations warning that drilling in the Arctic Refuge 
would irreparably harm the Porcupine caribou herd, and therefore the Gwich'in way of 
life; and

WHEREAS, the Trump Administration has turned its back on environmental regulations, 
most notably beginning the process of withdrawing from the Paris Agreement, which is 
seen as an essential part of preventing runaway climate change; and

WHEREAS, the Arctic is in a precarious condition, being more vulnerable to climate 
change than other regions on the planet, due in part to the feedback loop created by 
melting ice that creates further warming, allowing for more ice melt; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to the risk of oil spills and leaks, drilling produces methane, a 
potent greenhouse gas, which will further accelerate warming in the region; and

WHEREAS, the majority of Americans oppose opening the coastal plain of the Arctic 
Refuge for oil and gas drilling, as do the Gwich'in; and

WHEREAS, the City of Berkeley believes that it is irresponsible for a corporation to pursue 
drilling in one of the last remaining wild places in the United States and to threaten the 
rights of the Gwich'in; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Berkeley wishes to spend its citizen's tax dollars in a manner that 
is socially and environmentally responsible; and
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WHEREAS, in September 2002, the Berkley City Council approved an item that referred 
the City Manager to require the City from refraining from knowingly purchasing goods or 
services from a company that purchases leases or develops oil fields in the Refuge; and

WHEREAS, under the City’s Investment Policy, it has divested from publically traded 
fossil fuel companies, citing the City’s responsibility to protect the lives and livelihoods of 
its inhabitants from the threat of climate change.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that it 
hereby reaffirms its commitment to not knowingly purchase goods or services from 
corporations that purchase leases or develop oil fields in the coastal plain of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge.
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U.�. i"'IKU 

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Resolution 

WHEREAS, the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is a pristine, 
unique and fragile ecosystem, home to some of the most spectacular wildlife in 
the United State&, and one of the last remaining such places on the planet; and 

WH,!::REAS, the Arctic Refuge Is sacred to the Gwich'in people, who have lived 
near the area for almost a thousand generations, and depend on the Porcupine 
Caribou herd for food. clothing, and as a link to their traditional culture; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Interior has concluded that drilling in the 
Arctic Refuge would irreparably harm the Porcupine caribou herd, and therefore 
the Gwich'in way of life; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Geological Survey estimates that the Arctic Refuge 
contains less than six months worth of economically recoverable oil, vet using the 
011 companies· real-wor1d investment criteria it appears that no oil can profitably 
be recovered; and 

WHEREAS, former CIA Director R. James Woolsey testified that Arctic Refuge 
oil is too vulnerable to be pursued; and 

WHEREAS. oil spills and leaks will continue to occur regardless of improvements 
in technology, and the Arctic Refuge can not withstand the damage that would 
result from oil and gas drilling; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the American people to protect and preserve 
such rare treasures for future generations; and 

WHEREAS, the majority of Americans oppose opening the coastal plain of the 
Arctic Refuge for oil and gas drilling. as do the Gwich'in; and 

WHEREAS, the {city/county} believes that it is irresponsible for a corporation to 
pursue drilling in one of the last remaining wild places in the United States and to 
threaten the rights of the Gwich'in Indians: and 

WHEREAS, the {city/county] wishes to spend its citizen's tax dollars in a manner 
that is socially and environmentally responsible, 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, should the U.S. Congress ever allow oil or gas drilling 
in the coastal plain of the Arctic Refuge, the {city/county} shall not knowingly 
purchase goods or services from corporations that purchase leases or develop 
oil fields in me coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Hetuge. 
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