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Cheryl Davila
Councilmember
District 2
CONSENT CALENDAR
October 13, 2020
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:  Councilmember Cheryl Davila

Subject: Amending Council Rules of Procedures such that items submitted by the Mayor or
Councilmembers be placed directly on the City Council Agenda to allow the whole
City Council to review and take action on the submitted item to ensure equity in the
process.

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt a Resolution to amend Council Rules of Procedures Section C-1 and G-1 such that items
submitted by the Mayor or Councilmembers be placed directly on the City Council agenda
rather than beginning with submission to commissions or Council Policy Committees to ensure
equity in the process.

POLICY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

On August 31, 2020, the Agenda and Rules Committee adopted the following action: M/S/C
(Arreguin/Wengraf) to send ltem 10 to the City Council with a Negative Recommendation. Vote:
All Ayes.

BACKGROUND

Section C-1 of the Council Rules and Procedures states, “All items are subject to review,
referral, and scheduling by the Agenda & Rules Committee pursuant to the rules and limitations
contained herein. The Agenda & Rules Committee shall be a standing committee of the City
Council.” This section should be amended to state: "all submitted items by the Mayor or a
Councilmember shall be placed on the requested Council Meeting Agenda, and have the whole
City Council review the submitted items, take action, and/r or refer to a commission or Council
Policy Committee.”

Section G-1 of the Council Rules and Procedures states, “All agenda items begin with
submission to the Agenda & Rules Committee.” Instead, it shall be amended to state: “All
agenda items shall go straight to the full City Council for review and action.” The Agenda &
Rules Committee should not determine the placement of an item in the first place.

Section G-1 furthers that, “ltems submitted by the Mayor or Councilmembers with moderate to
significant administrative, operational, budgetary, resource, or programmatic impacts will go first
to the Agenda & Rules Committee on a draft City Council agenda.” Items submitted by the
Mayor or Councilmembers should be placed directly onto the City Council agenda since many
items are urgent and cannot be held up in individuals committees. It shall be amended to state:
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“ltems submitted by the Mayor or Councilmembers with moderate to significant administrative,
operational, budgetary, resource, or programmatic impacts shall be placed on the requested
Council meeting date, be place on the Council meeting agenda, and have the whole City
Council review the item and take necessary action.”

Most cities across California do not follow the procedure of deferring council items to
commissions or committees, rather all policy items are brought before the Council at meetings
and are considered for approval in one single action. If needed, the City Councilmembers have
the opportunity to remove an item from the consent calendar for purposes of discussion and
further amendment. It is imperative that the City of Berkeley also adopt similar procedures in
order to maintain the momentum of policymaking. The full Council should have an opportunity to
discuss each item and choose to refer to a commission or Council Policy Committee. Currently,
the Agenda & Rules committee sends items which doesn’t allow the full Council to be aware or
even know about the item prior to being sent to a committee or commission where it may be for
120 days. The current process is not just and should be changed to ensure equity in the
decision to refer to a commission or Council Policy Committee.

This process for items can take months to even hear back about their status. Council should
refer Council items to commissions and Council Policy Committees.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
None.

CONTACT PERSONS
Cheryl Davila
Councilmember District 2
510.981.7120
cdavila@cityofberkeley.info

Sanijita Pamidimukkala

District 2 Intern

925.984.9435
dh.spamidimukkala@students.srvusd.net

Eshal Sandhu

District 2 Intern

925.255.6608
dh.esandhu@students.srvusd.net

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Resolution

REFERENCES:

1. The Berkeley City Council Rules of Procedure and Order:
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Clerk/Level 3 -

City Council/City%20Council%20Rules%200f%20Procedure%20-%20June%202020%20-

%Z20FINAL.pdf
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RESOLUTION NO. ## ###-N.S.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA,
AMENDING THE COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURES SUCH THAT ITEMS SUBMITTED BY
THE MAYOR OR COUNCILMEMBERS BE PLACED DIRECTLY ON THE CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA TO ALLOW THE WHOLE CITY COUNCIL TO REVIEW AND TAKE ACTION ON
THE SUBMITTED ITEM TO ENSURE EQUITY IN THE PROCESS.

WHEREAS, Section C-1 of the Council Rules and Procedures states, “All items are subject to
review, referral, and scheduling by the Agenda & Rules Committee pursuant to the rules and
limitations contained herein. The Agenda & Rules Committee shall be a standing committee of
the City Council.” This section should be amended to state: "all submitted items by the Mayor or
a Councilmember shall be placed on the requested Council Meeting Agenda, and have the
whole City Council review the submitted items, take action, and/r or refer to a commission or
Council Policy Committee.”; and

WHEREAS, Section G-1 of the Council Rules and Procedures states, “All agenda items begin
with submission to the Agenda & Rules Committee.” Instead, it shall be amended to state: “All
agenda items shall go straight to the full City Council for review and action.” The Agenda &
Rules Committee should not determine the placement of an item in the first place; and

WHEREAS, Section G-1 furthers that, “Items submitted by the Mayor or Councilmembers with
moderate to significant administrative, operational, budgetary, resource, or programmatic
impacts will go first to the Agenda & Rules Committee on a draft City Council agenda.” Items
submitted by the Mayor or Councilmembers should be placed directly onto the City Council
agenda since many items are urgent and cannot be held up in individuals committees. It shall
be amended to state: “Iltems submitted by the Mayor or Councilmembers with moderate to
significant administrative, operational, budgetary, resource, or programmatic impacts shall be
placed on the requested Council meeting date, be place on the Council meeting agenda, and
have the whole City Council review the item and take necessary action.”; and

WHEREAS, Most cities across California do not follow the procedure of deferring council items
to commissions or committees, rather all policy items are brought before the Council at
meetings and are considered for approval in one single action. If needed, the City
Councilmembers have the opportunity to remove an item from the consent calendar for
purposes of discussion and further amendment. It is imperative that the City of Berkeley also
adopt similar procedures in order to maintain the momentum of policymaking. The full Council
should have an opportunity to discuss each item and choose to refer to a commission or Council
Policy Committee. Currently, the Agenda & Rules committee sends items which doesn’t allow
the full Council to be aware or even know about the item prior to being sent to a committee or
commission where it may be for 120 days. The current process is not just and should be
changed to ensure equity in the decision to refer to a commission or Council Policy Committee;
and

WHEREAS, This process for items can take months to even hear back about their status.
Council should refer Council items to commissions and Council Policy Committee; and
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Berkeley, California
hereby amend Council Rules of Procedures Section C-1 and G-1 such that items submitted by
the Mayor or Councilmembers be placed directly on the City Council agenda rather than
beginning with submission to commissions or Council Policy Committees to ensure equity in
the process.





