
Councilmember Ben Bartlett 
City of Berkeley, District 3

CONSENT CALENDAR
October 13, 2020

To:Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Councilmember Ben Bartlett

Subject: Removal of Traffic Bollards on the Intersection at Fairview and 
California St. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
Refer to the City Manager to remove the traffic bollards at the intersection at Fairview 
and California St. for the following reasons: 

1. To allow residents, emergency responders, street cleaning and garbage disposal 
services, and delivery vehicles ease of access to enter and exit Fairview Street;

2. To allow residents of the 1600 block of Fairview St. access to additional parking 
spots because the current capacity is inadequate; and

3. To decrease illegal dumping that has been incentivized by the traffic bollards and 
eliminate the harborage of junk, debris, and garbage. 

CURRENT SITUATION
Traffic bollards on the intersection at Fairview and California Street have created many 
issues for residents on the 1600 block of Fairview Street. Since the road was never 
intended to be a cul-de-sac, it was not designed to allow drivers to conveniently exit 
when one entrance is blocked off. Instead, drivers are either forced to make a u-turn, 
which is difficult to do because of the narrow road, or they must drive onto an empty 
driveway to exit the street. However, exiting the street is made especially difficult as a 
result of the multitude of cars that line the street. In addition, some residents block off 
their driveway with trash cans to prevent cars from touching their property. 

The bollards have also created barriers for those who need quick access to the street, 
such as large delivery trucks, emergency responders, street cleaning vehicles, and 
other vehicles. Many of these trucks must reverse their vehicle for long stretches of the 
road in order to exit the street. However, as stated previously, this is no easy task. 

Making matters worse, the traffic bollards have incentivized illegal dumping. Mattresses, 
dressers, and other furniture have been found littered in front of the bollards. Because 
the dumpings do not “block” the road, local authorities do not prioritize its clean up. Not 
only is this aesthetically displeasing, but it can also be a potential hazard. 

In response to these frustrations, people frequently and illegally move the bollards to 
allow their cars to pass through. It is important to note that these actions have not 
resulted in any reported accidents or speeding violations. It has become clear that the 
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bollards no longer serve a use on this street and are merely a hindrance to the 
community. 

BACKGROUND
The traffic bollards were put in place through council resolution (No. 54,046 and No.
54,046) and as a result, removal of the bollards requires City Council action. In 2019, a 
constituent issued a neighborhood petition among residents on the 1600 block of 
Fairview St., demonstrating that up to 53% (depending on conflicting address records) 
of the households on the block support the removal of the traffic bollards (refer to 
Attachment 1). Of the people who opened their doors to sign the petition, however, 77% 
responded in favor of removing the bollards.

Those that signed the petition believe that the need for these bollards is long gone. In 
response to speeding, permanent traffic circles have been installed both at the 
intersection of California and Fairview Street and throughout the surrounding 
neighborhoods. Hence, removing the bollards would not result in a substantial increase 
in traffic nor would it incentivize speeding because the traffic circles already serve as 
deterrents. In addition, the area is no longer a hot-bed for crime, which was the reason 
that the bollards were implemented in the first place. Instead, the bollards have done 
nothing except attract illegal dumping and cause inconvenience to drivers in the 
neighborhood. 

In November 2019, City staff sent a letter to the Fairview Street residents to inform them 
of the petition and that this item will be brought to Council in 2020. See Attachment 2. 
The plan was to bring this item to the Transportation Commission followed by City 
Council this year. However, the item was pushed off as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic and was never introduced because the Transportation Commission has not 
continued their regular meetings. 

The Council should refer to the City Manager to remove the traffic bollards at the 
Fairview and California Street intersection. If this item passes, the Department should 
move forward with this request once the department has addressed its immediate 
priorities. 

FISCAL IMPACTS
Total costs would only include the cost of relocation. This is because the bollards can 
be reused since they are still in good condition. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Not only are illegal dumpings an eyesore, but they also increase the chance that 
chemicals from waste and certain appliances can pollute the soil and waterways. In 
addition, many of the appliances that are dumped are highly flammable, and, unless 
properly disposed of, could act as kindling for a fire. 

CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Ben Bartlett: 510-981-7130
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Katie Ly kly@cityofberkeley.info 

ATTACHMENTS
1. Neighborhood Petition
2. Fairview Street Outreach Letter
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1947 Center Street, 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704   Tel: 510.981-7010   TDD 510.981-6903   Fax: 510.981-7060 

 

 
Department of Public Works 
Transportation Division 

 
November 25, 2019 
 
Dear Fairview Street Resident, 

You are receiving this letter because residents of the 1600 block of Fairview Street have 
initiated the process to request removal of the traffic diverters on Fairview Street at 
California Street by circulating a petition within the neighborhood. The petition shows that 
approximately 53% of the neighborhood supports the removal of these devices. Upon 
removal of the traffic diverters, the 1600 block of Fairview Street will become a two-way 
through street with all-way stop control at the intersection of Fairview Street and 
California Street. 

Background: 

On January 7, 1988 the Berkeley City Council passed resolution no. 54,046 authorizing 
installation of temporary traffic diverters on Fairview Street at California Street in an effort 
to abate crime in the area. On November 4, 1988 council passed resolution no. 54,528 
which designated the traffic diverters as permanent fixtures. 

Historically traffic diverters have been installed in the City to reduce through traffic, 
vehicle speeds, and other dangerous driving behaviors. However they can also negatively 
impact neighborhood circulation, limit access to residents, and encourage illegal 
dumping. 

Next Steps: 
 
Staff will prepare a report for the City Council conveying the results of the petition in favor 
of the removal of the barriers. The report is expected to be voted on by City Council at a 
regularly scheduled council meeting during the first half of next year. Please contact me 
by Friday, January 3, 2020 at jpeoples@cityofberkeley.info or 510-981-6416 if you have 
any comments or questions in this regard. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jesse Peoples, PE 
Assistant Traffic Engineer  
City of Berkeley, Public Works – Transportation Division 
1947 Center Street, 4th Floor 
Berkeley, CA 94704 

Page 16 of 16




