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1,800 addresses in the next two years. As a result, the backlog of repairs in the 50/50 
program should be reduced by 75%.

Green Infrastructure, Creek Restoration, and Storm Drains: Green infrastructure (GI) 
slows or divert stormwater runoff, prevents pollution such as PCBs and trash from 
reaching the Bay, and can recharge groundwater. Incorporation of these projects 
beautifies the City and advances the City’s goal of being a global leader in addressing 
climate change, advancing environmental justice, and protecting the environment. 
Examples of GI include the permeable pavers on Allston Way, as well at bus pads, 
parking lanes, and crosswalks throughout residential neighborhoods in the 
City. Bioswales at the corner of Hearst Street and Oxford Street, at the intersection of 
Hopkins Street and Rose Street and at Presentation Park have also been constructed. 
The map below shows the 30 City-owned GI installations. 

In FYs 2019-2021, Public Works completed a pervious concrete project on Ward Street; 
GI installations at Grayson, Dwight, Page, Piedmont Avenue Traffic Circle and Medians, 
and Woolsey; and the Codornices Creek restoration at Kains. In all, Public Works has 
installed nine bioretention basins in the last two years.

Figure 3 City owned GI Installations
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Piedmont Circle GI

For the next two years, bioswale 
projects are planned for 9th and 10th 
Streets at Codornices Creek. These 
bioswales will have a collective 
potential treatment area of 2 acres. 
Staff are also considering feasibility 
studies for a GI project at the 
Sacramento Street medians and land 
along the former Santa Fe Railroad 
right-of-way. Staff also will complete a 
master plan for stormwater 
infrastructure, which will incorporate 
updates to the 2012 Watershed Plan 
and 2019 Green Infrastructure Plan, 
updates to the City’s existing hydraulic 

model for the storm drainage infrastructure, condition and capacity assessments, and 
prioritization of future capital improvement rehabilitation needs for the City’s storm 
drainage program. In addition to GI, the City’s engineered storm drain infrastructure 
consists of approximately 78 miles of underground pipes, maintenance-holes, catch 
basins and cross-drains. This stormwater infrastructure is over 80 years old and has an 
estimated $246 million in deferred maintenance.  

Streetlights. There are a total of 8,011 City-owned streetlights of which 4,499 fixtures are 
mounted on PG&E’s wooden poles and the remaining 3,512 are mounted on City-owned 
poles.  In FY 19/20 approximately 75% of City street light fixtures were replaced with 
refurbished LED fixtures that increased energy efficiency and further lowered operating 
costs.  In the next FY, Public Works will complete a Streetlight Master Plan.  The Master 
Plan will help support Public Works in its mission to fund, operate, and maintain its street 
lighting infrastructure, develop standards to guide streetlight pole replacements, ensure 
the City’s streetlights are maximizing traffic safety benefits, and match the Streetlight 
Fund’s assets with planned streetlight installations.  

Sanitary Sewer. There are 254 miles of sewer mains and 130 miles of sewer laterals. 
More than 90% have been replaced since the current program began in 1987, with some 
of the oldest, hardest-to-replace sewers remaining.  As part of obligations under a 23-
year agreement with the United States Environmental Protection Agency, State and 
Regional Water Boards, and others, Public Works rehabilitates an average of 4.2 miles 
of City owned sewer main and associated lower laterals per year.  Public Works also 
administers the Private Sewer Lateral (PSL) Ordinance to address the sewer pipes 
located on private property owned and maintained by the property owner portion of the 
sewer laterals (on private property).  Taken in combination, the sewer main and lower 
lateral rehabilitation, and the PSL programs represents a comprehensive approach to 
attack the problem of water entering the sewer system and contributing to sewer 
overflows. In FYs 19-21, Public Works rehabilitated 12.7 miles of sewer. In FYs 2021-
2023, Public Works will rehabilitate another 12.6 miles of sewer and complete the Sewer 
System Master Plan.
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Facilities. Public Works maintains 56 public buildings and estimates the deferred 
maintenance in these buildings at $250M. Where renovations occur, staff seek 
opportunities to add solar systems, battery backups, electric vehicle (EV) charging 
stations, and electrification. The City performs condition assessments every 5-10 years, 
which are used to prioritize facility projects. Additional facility projects are identified by 
departments. Before the end of this fiscal year, Public Works will start the process to 
develop a facilities master plan and conduct another 5+ condition assessments on critical 
buildings. 

The following was accomplished in FYs19-21: Adult Mental Health Upgrade (T1 project), 
North Berkeley Senior Center Upgrade (T1 project), Corp Yard Building G Electrical 
Upgrade (T1 project), Marina Corp Yard Electrical Upgrade, Public Safety Building Leak 
Repair, Carpet Replacement at Civic Center, Fire Station 2 Kitchen, Fire Station 3 Roof 
Repair, and 125/27 University Building and Parking Upgrades (T1 project).

The following is proposed to be accomplished in FYs 21-23: South Berkeley Senior 
Center Seismic Upgrade (T1 project), 2+ Public Restrooms in Right of Way (T1 project), 
Corp Yard Facility Improvements (Building B and H), 1947 Center Street HVAC System 
Upgrade (T1 project), Fire Station 2 and 6 Upgrades, Corp Yard EV Charger System, 
West Berkeley Service Center Upgrade, Fire Warehouse Office Upgrade, Telegraph 
Channing Elevator Upgrade, Stair Center Water Meter Replacement, Fire Station 3 Roof 
Replacement, Leak Evaluation and Design Old City Hall and Veterans Building.

Future facility improvements will incorporate EV charging stations per the schedule below. 
To keep on schedule, Public Works will require an additional $850,000 to accomplish 
charging station installation at the Corp Yard by April 2022.
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Undergrounding.  The Utility District (UUD) No. 48 project will underground the overhead 
utilities in the Grizzly Peak area of Berkeley. The district includes 175 parcels along 
Grizzly Peak between Hill Road and the southeastern City limit. Despite decades of delay, 
the project is expected to go out to bid at the end of March 2021 with community meetings 
in June and July and construction beginning in September 2021.

In addition, City Council has received the Phase 3 report on undergrounding utility wires. 
This report identified 15.1 miles of priority locations for undergrounding, including 
specified evacuation routes. The report estimates $90 million to complete this work at an 
average cost of $6 million per mile.  

Future Editions of this Report. This is the first CIP worksession report to incorporate Vision 
2050. In future iterations, the Vision 2050 elements and CIP will be intertwined so that 
neither is distinguishable from the other. A shorter version of the City’s CIP book will be 
produced and completed by May 15, 2021 titled Turning Vision 2050 into Reality: CIP in 
Brief. That document will identify particular CIP projects with the Vision 2050’s values of 
equity, public health & safety, strong local economy, and resiliency & sustainability. 

CONTACT PERSONS
Liam Garland, Director, Department of Public Works (510) 981-6303
Andrew Brozyna, Deputy Director, Public Works (510) 981-6396
Farid Javandel, Transportation Manager (510) 981-7061
Joe Enke, Acting Manager of Engineering (510) 981-6406
Sean O’Shea, Administrative and Fiscal Manager (510) 981-6306
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