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CITY OF BERKELEY
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT
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(APPLICATION REQUESTING DESIGNATION FOR LANDMARK STATUS)'

Ordinance 4694-N.S. individuoal Landwark $50.00 Historical Dist. $100.00
Chawber of Commarce/ Wells

Name of Property Farmo Building ’ Survey Code No._
"Building X : Site Open Space
. County ‘Alamsda 4. City Berkaley

Street 2140-4h Shattuck Avenue/zon-al Genter Street

Vicinity (if rural)
Present Occupant Wells Fargo Bank, Berkeley Main Branch; various officas sbove

Present Owner Vostcap Financial Group, 165 Octavia St., San Francisco 94102

Oriéinal Owner (if known) Contral Berkeley Bldg. Co./American Trust oo,

Date of Construction 1920720 11, StyleBesux-Arte commercial

Architec:/Buiiderwaner Rateliff Jr. 13. Original Use banle & officas

Historic Value: national state county city ¥ neighborhood__
none

Architectural Value: national state county ™ x city neighbor-

hood none
Notable Garden or Landscaping: yes no_~
.Pho:bgfaphs: contegforaﬁf ' historicasl
dates Fo% datesl926, 1940s

photographerB.Harvin, P,Parksr photographer unknown
Tepository BRIA, Westcap - repositoryBalld, Baueroft Librarr
' Archiech + Enqunees, Feb. (926, §8 103,
Bibliography' Published SourcesBerkeley Courier,6/20/25; 8/1‘5/25, 1/29/27.

Sanborn maps, block ‘Public Records property fils, permits, plans—Gity of Berkeley.
books, dirsctories. Interviews RobeiT Hatecliil, intv. Dy Anthony Bruce, 19/0.
State Historic Resour~ geney MNichoIZs Hanson, " ...Wﬁlfer "H. hatcliff,”. BAHA brochure, 1980.

ces Inventory, 1978. Gazett

i hy

22,
25,

)

=

25.

s wglle Margo ga Wase S’yscraper,, +BIULE .

Gazatis,
sﬂ’fregk KiBver2®@320. Lot No. % 21. Lot Stize: FrontaEe 1651 (cen’oe‘r S"G-)
- - Depth attuck) to: 125!

. ni _(“Tﬁs... W‘""'
Current Zoning Status c-2 23, Adjacent Propetty Zoning S:atus c=2"

Present Use: residential (single family multiple ) ofrﬁiit:e X -
Etore public other specify' :

Adjacent Property Use (check all that apply): residen:ial(éingle
family __ multiple_ ) office x storex public
other specify
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. 31,215, 00]
26, Assessed Property Value: current ' 5°§%s. ago 10 yrs. ago

(T). Present Condition of Property: exterior: excellent ® good _fair_ poor_
' interior: excellent X good fair_ poor___
grounds: excellent good fair__poor

28. Property Endangered: yes - no = source, if yes

29. Potential New Property Uses:

30. History: Briefly descirbe the historical significance of this property.
sas Mational Registsr form attached: §. SIFIFICAUE

31.  Architecture: Briefly describe the appearance of this structure. In-
dicate notable features as well as later alterations and changes. 1In-
clude notable landscaping or natural features. ’ ’

gge Jational Register Zorm atiached: 7. DESORIPTION

()

32. location Maﬁ (nearest intersection | 33.

. hotograph (Contact print from
or permanent landmark) )

. black and white photo).

OENTEZR 37T,

o <]

@

Q333 n

34. Additional Comments or Continuation of Previous Answers

)
-35. Recorder: NKame Title

Address__ D,A,M.4, Date oy, 1, 1084
Box 1137, 3arielay 04701 :

Satty Marvin

bR By by s e i e S rene . bR AP T AR S oD AT A N § B it T
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8. Significance

~ Perled ° ¢ Arshs of Signiticance—Check and Justify below .
( ) —— prehistoric . archeclogy-prehistoric . community pianning " ___ landscape architecture __ religion
T e 14001488 . ___ archeology-historic — conservation 1 : L— 117 T, 1.7
: — 1500~1539 ____ agriculture - BCONOMics — literature —— SCulpture
| 1800-1899 X _architecturs . mmem 8cucation — miiitary —— soclal/
—1700=-1799 __art —— enginsering —— music humanitarian
—— 1800-1890 - X commerce — exploration/ssttiement .. phifosophy — T
. 1800 —— communicationa — Industry —. politits/government __ tranaportation
: —— Invention —— Other (specity)
Specific dates 1975.27 Bullder/Architect Walter H. Ratcliff Jr.

Statemaent of Significance {In one paragraph) The Chamber of Cormerce Building, completed in 1927,
was Berkeley's first true skyscraper, and remained the only ome, marking Berkeley's "100%
corner," for over 40 years. It was designed by Walter H. Ratcliff, Jr., leading Berkeley
architect of theprosperous '20s, and cormemorated the civic importance of the Zhamber of
Commerce in that period. It is still occupled by ite original ground floor tenant, American
Trust Company/Wells Fargo Bank, and altsrations have largely been dons by the original
architectural firm. It is an unusual and espacially fine example of the early 20th century
classically~derived brick and terre cotta skyscraper.

Plans.by Walter Ratcliff Jr. for this building for the Central Berlrzlsy Building
Company are dated May 22, 1925, and according to the Chamher of Qommerce's Courier (Aug.
15, 1925) ground was broken Auguet 10, The same article reports that "segrezated ocontracts
have been let to more than twenty different companies for erscting the building," which was
expected to teke ten months and cost %4500,000. In Jume (Courler, §/20/25), the Jompany had
_decided to mame the building the Chamber of Commerce Building "in recognition of the place
(’t)which the Chamber of Commsrce has established.in the upbuilding of the commumity," and in
~-’recognition of the Chamber's intent to occupy the top floor "whare visitors can be shown the
view from the heart of the city over all the surrounding territoery.” The Jentral Berkeltsy
Building Comittee'’s officers wera leadingz names in Barkeley business and real sstate—
William E. Woolsey, John ¥, Havans, Linden Maylor, and ¥rank Thatchsr. Thatcher was vice-
president of Mercantile (soon tc become American) Trust Company end past president of the
Chember of Uommarce, and.other members.similarly overlapped. Walter Rateliff's business
partner C.L. MeFarland owned or had owned the cornsr portion of the building sits.

4 year and a half latsr——January 29, 1927--the Courier raported the dedication of
this "monument of Berkeley's business growth and...confidence of its financial institutions.
e+ !The Shamber of Commerce ie "on top of the world,"! Mayor Strinchem said.'...Berkeley
has shown such = rate of progress and improvemant that I fear scmetimes that we cannet
maintain the pace.'" Two past Chamber secretaries were present and honored--Wslls Drury,
whose life's ambition was said to bs a worthy home for the organizstion, and ~Sharlas
Keeler, assthete and tie to the Maybeck circle: like the Courier itself, these men's pro-
motional writings have become important sources for early 20tk o. Berkeley business history.

Aleo at the dedication, Frank Thatchsr--now "president of the Berkeley branches™
sennounced American Trust's plan to occupy the entire sround floor "as an expression of
confidence and esteem,” In sarlier deseriptions of the building, and as originally built,
"the first story (was) 1laid out to accommodate one tenant over the entira area or can be
subdivided into six stores....The second floor will also be arranged for stores, with
display windows." American Trust's occupancy meant that this arcade-like innovation was
not put into use; nor was the provision for a future 12 stories on top of the 2-story wast
[*:>wing. Notable features as bullt were the basemeut carecze "for the use of tenants who can
. /drive down and park their cars free from the parking restrictions on the strest" and take
"expreas elevators" to their offices; the point tower form with matural licht to all
offices; the provision of compressed air and spscial plumbing and electrical service on
three floors for dentists' offices. Twice ths heizht of Jom Zalen Howard's tum of the

century "skyscraper” banks on two other corners of the same intersestion (demolished 1969
71), this wae Berkeley's tallest building (except the 307! University Campanile ) and "one
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of the few Class A structures of the city." (At the dedication, Vice-Presilent Sproul of
the University mentionsd "thoss who orposed the erection of this building, szying that it
obsiructad the University's view of the Golden Gate and was not a wise thine for the city,:

Angrican Trust, rscently formed from Mercantile Trust and the American Bank of QOeklanc
was formerly located across Center Street in Johm Galen Howard's Pirst National Bank build-
inz {the clock on th present building is said to come from there), and in addition to
improving its do-miown Berkelev office, had racently begun expanding into neighborhood
cotmereial areas, c.q. with a Collegs Avemus branch, also designed by Ratcliff (1925),

Ths permit Cfor Amesrican Trust's 397,500 alterations to the Chamber of Gomwarce
Buildine was issusd April 8, 1027, with Anerican Trust as contractor, C.R. Collupy—
w¥hose nace also anpsars on American Trust plans in Oaklande-—as superintendent of con-
struction, =nd Walter Rmteliff acain as architect. For the bank Rateliff designed facades
of three monumental arches, a theme he had used on ths College Avenue bank and his owm
Fidelity Savinzs (25°% Shaituck, 1925), On these two-story buildings, however, the in-

.y 8biration was Romanesque~—-marble columms with carved or cast stone capitals. This

(::) stronaly vertical, curtain-walled building on & Rensissance pzlace base was a nsw and

" much mors urban departurs for Ssrkeley (2 city of 75,000 by the end of the 1920s). ¥ith
its new base the building closely resenblss the Oaliland P.G. & E. Building (1625 Clay
Strest, 7.W. Dickey, 1922), but the urper portion is mors sleck, vertical and modern. The
ranodsled bass was more solid and enclosed than the oricinal show-window version, =as
befitting a financial institution: it may also be that the two~story glass bazss looked
aegthetically toe insobstantial for Rerkelsy's larcest building. Though the only one of
its kind in Berkelew, this brick and 4erra cotta skyscraper in Beaux-Aris-derived threa-
part composition represents a well-sstablished early 20th century building typer downtown
Oakland hes a larce number of fine examvles, with which this one compares faverably for
design interest by virtus of such featurss as the brickwork, the upward sweep of ths
pilasters, ths terra cotta penthouse and elongated capital, and the basement Tarage.

Malter Rateliff (1€81-1973) vas one of Berkeley's most prolific and prominent
architscts from about 1010 to 1930, ond founded a firm now in its third generation as
The Rateliff Architects end said to be the oldest in the East Bay. He was born in .
England, studisd chemistry at ths University of Jalifornia, bepan designing houses
while in college, traveled and situdied architecturs in Burope 1004-05, end worksd for
John Galen Toward bsfore openins his ovm practice in 1908,

As Barkeley City Architect from 1913, he desigzned firehousss (one of which survives:
these also used the monumental arches) and Hillside School and ths West Berkeley Dey
Nurssry (both on the Wational Register). Hs was aleo =n aarly Barkeley planning commis-
sioner and proponent of zoning. From 1923 he was supervising architect for Mills
Oollege, and studied Spanish Coleniel buildings in Mexico for the project.

Kk;) Hie interest in banks was not only as commissionss: in 1921 he end his architectural
partngr Tharles Louis McFarland founded Fidelity Guaranty Building and Loan, & not unusual
instance of the building and finencial industrise supporting each other in the boom yezrs
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bsfore the Depression. Afier the Crash, the marcity of commissions, McFarland®s failing
health, and the need to look after Pidelity combined to withdraw Reteliff from ective
architectural practice; he did not officially retire until 1955 but remeine best known for
his houses, aperitments, civic and cormercial buildings of the 1920s, and his distinctive
interpretations of the Spanish Colonial end Tudor Revival styles then prevailinge The
Chambsr of Cowmerce Building has features that can be loosely tied to Spanish Coloniale——
the mezzanine baleony and the tile roof along Center 8ireet——but its importance in
Rateliff's Berkelesy work is mors the uniqueness of iis metropolitan style and scale, end
the truly distinguiched architsctural expression it gave to the sometimes shely financial
boosterism of the Twenties. The building's integrity is notables it has had neithsr the
piecemsal alisrations of rstail commercial buildings, nor the swesping modernizations
practiced by some banks. :

American Trust became the owner of the building in 1927 (it 1s not clear whether ths
Central Berksley Building Co. collapsaed, or had always planned to sell ths building), and
appsars as coniractor on altsration permits from thsn on. They seem to have retained the

__Rateliff firm for most of the major architectural changes, including the 1980 highrise

( safety work. The Ohamber of Cormerce was hard hit by the Depressiont their Progress end

- Qourier withered as publications during the Thirties, end by the end of the decads their
office moved from ths "top of the world" 4o an upstairs room in the new Greyhound station.
Other occunants of the building seem always 4o have besn a mix of professional officest
dentisis, lawysrs, real estats, and, as the building hee become older, an assortment of
small services and developing businsssgs-——counseling, editing, graphic artists, and the
lika, The location at Shattuck snd Center has retained its primacy: counting an island
block formerly occupied by the Southsrn Pacific station, Berkeley's leading financial
intearsaction currently haes banks on all five of 3its corners. The Great Western Building,
constructed in 1969 on the site of American Trust's old John Galen Howard quarters,
appears to deliberaiely mateh the historic skyseraper in helght, composition, and bulk,
giving Rateliffls building a remarkable continmuing influsnce on Berksleyls skylins.
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7. Description

- Condition Check one Check one
(\ )‘_ excellent — deteriorated _*_unaltered ~X_original sits
"~ good ——tuins ~— altered — movad  date
— tair —— unexpossd

(

PN

)

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance )

The Chamber of Qoumgree Building occupies an L-shaped 64-to-150' x 160! northwest corner
lot at the center of downtown Berkeley, with a 12-story, 149! o®fice tower approximately
647 square on the cormer portion, and a 2-story gable-roofed wing about 100' x 150!
aextending bshind it slong Center Strest. Following the line of Shattuck Avenus, the two
strset Prontages form a slightly oblique angle, and the office towsr is irapszoidal in plan.
fonstruction is steel frame and concrete (fireproof, iun Sanborn map terms) with brick emd
tarre cotta “amcing; the Jenter Strest wing is described as having 12" brick curtain walls.

The 12-story portion is architscturally finished on all Tour sides as a point fowsr,
the 2-story wing only on its street silde. Wall surfaces are dark red-brown rough face brick
on the 9-story shaft of the tower, cream terra cotta on the top story and cornica, and
granite-finish terra cotta in a pattern of large masonry blocks on the 2-story base and
wing. Facades are articulated into approximately 20! bays: the base of the tower has three
massive 2-story arched openings on each street frontags, and thewing has 5 bays with larga
rectangular openings the height and pattern of the first floor portion of ths-arches, the
western two being & raised and inset rear entrance to the banking hell, andametal rollup
deor to the basement garege. Both frontages have a granite base at grade, varying in
height with the slope of the lot from about 1! along Shattuck to about 3' at ths zeraze end
The 2-story wing has a low sloping roof of Spanish tiles, whose 241 peak is even with the
top of the tower portion's base. The towar's base 1s topped with a narrow terra cotte

Yrolding and plain frieze., The shaft continues the >-bay divisiom, 6 windows wide groupsd
in twos by alternating wide and narrow 9-story uminterrupted pilasters of unusually alab-
orate brickwork. The slightly projecting pilasters are horizontal stack bond at their
- outer edges, framing colurme ons stretcher wide in which every other brick projects an
inch or two; 4the wider main pilamstars have panels of plain stretcher bond bhetwsen iwo of
‘these toothed columma. Spandrel panels above and below the windows are outlined by somewhat
layger bricks set on end. The capital is terra cotta clad for more than the height of 1ts
single story: the shallow belt cornice slightly overlaps the tops of the 11th story wind-
ows, with a simple molding and plain frieze, and thers is & 43 parapet above. The pattemrn
of pillasters continues up from the shaft; the terra cotta pilasters have capitals Formsd
by e wave-patterned frisze, and frame panals in low relie? with elonrated urms and ~arlands
The recessed window surrounds are brieck, and frame terra cotta panels above the windows
as well, agzain adding to the heisht of the capital., The main cornice is a single course
of molding, more ornate than the belt cornice, having a floral Prieze, but enly slightly
deaper, not breaking the smooth vertical line of the building. Over the center bay of the
north Pacade is e small terra cotta clad penthouse, ornamented with classical wotifs,
waich houses the elevator machinery.

The offics floors are arranzed around a central slevator shaft and stairwell, cach
floor containing 11 rooms, ell with outside lisht. The 6th, Tth, and 8tk [loors ware
originally plammed—and to soms extent are still used-——as dentists! officas, "with plumb-
ing to fit eny apparatus.” Interior finish of office floors was oricinally described as
oak; baseboards and some other portions rsmain, though prsveiling finishee ars now suspsn=—
ded amcoustic tile ceilings (1963) and vinyl wallcovsring, and wooden louvers replacing
the original transoms. The office floors are raached from o loby occupying the northeast
corner of the ground flocr {northermmost bay on Shattuck), where stairwell, slevators, =
fyont stalrway to the sacond floor snd basement veult area (marked fallout shelter), and
a side door to the bamking hall all meet. This lobby has & desply colfered polychrome
gilt plaster ceiling, walls of polished marble slabs, and floor of pink-gray marble in a
basketweave pattern. It is now divided by a firewall into inner and outer lobbies.
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_ The bankirg hall occupies the remainder of the ground floor of the tower, and
the west wing. It is punctuated at the bay divisions by squere columns faced with
beige marble, with °gg end dart and cornucopia capitals. The same marble faces the low
walle of the tellers' windows (on the south% and officers' mres (nerth). The tellers'
area has dark wood work enclosures; the windows close with panes of feather-chip
gless in brass-colored sash shaped like miniature saloon doors. The main entrance
from the center bay on Shattuck Avenue is through a brass-cclored metal and glass
vestibule (like those found in post offices), free-standing with its own transom,
double doors, and sidelights. The side door to the building lobby is also brass-
colored with glass, and is topped by = large marble c¢classical pediment and shield.
Floors are beige travertine in 1' squares, with bleck stone edge and baseboards.
Ceiling is coffered, with foliste moldings, floral bosses, and paneled beems; it is
now painted brown and beige, with accustic tiles and modern plastic light fixtures
inserted, Wall surfaces are scored as large masonry blocks, now painted white. The
ceiling is st first floor level, not the two stories implied by the arehes of the
fecades: the arched upper parts of the openings ere in fact the windows of the-second-
floor offices. The rear (west) area of the banking hall is two stories high, sunken

7 8 steps from the tower section, and surrounded on its west and north sides by an

-) office mezzenine which looks out through groups of metal-grilled windows with round

arched tops, hinged brass-colored sash, and little Corinthian columns, resting on

& belt course of egg-and-dert molding. The steirway doubles back under the tower

section to the vault area, which also has marble walls, hanging brass signs, and

oak and metal filipgree stair reilings.

The building's major slteration was to its ground floors, in the first year of
its existence: it was originally designed and built with nonspecific commeroial
space on the first two floors, creating an unusual variastion of the high glass base
store and loft building, with what looked like a triple clerestory over the street-
level plate glass storefronts, framed by "terra cotte of a buff color with bright
colored inserts in decorative motives." Soon after completion (1927) the ground
floor was leased for banking use and altered to the present monumentel arches. Since
then the building hss been virtually unchaenged. Uriginal wood window sash was
replaced in 1977-8 with (feirly uncbtrusive) dark bronze anocdized aluminum,
generally replicating the original shapes. Automatic teller machines and their
canopies were inserted in the three cormer bays {one on Shattuck, two on Center)
between 19680 and 198%. Ketal pediments over the street doors to the lobby and rear
banking hall are partly hidden by casings for roll-up security grilles (1971), and
a neon roof sign was removed about 1962, probably when the benk changed its name to
Wells Fargo. Elevators were automated in 1967. Fermits for office alterations on
the upper floors, mostly piecemeal, mre espscially freguent in the 1930s and 1960s.
"Architectural work for high-rise safety code" was done in 1980.
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¢. 13246, with orig. ground floor:
L, Center 5t. finuncial distrioct
- {Baneroft Library)
R, view & on Shabtuck (Louls Stein)

Interiors (128L, Fattianne Parker)
L, ceiling detail, main banking
hall
below L, mezzanine arches,
Center St. wing
R, door {rom banking hall to lobby
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City of Berkeley

K ) - ANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
= 2180 MILVIA STREET
SZRKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94704 (415) 644-6400

NOTICE OF DECISION
FOR MEETING OF: _December 17, 1984

SIDPERTY ADDRESS: 2071-81 Center Street/2140-44 Shattuck Avenue

Also Known As:

Wells Fargo Building/Chamber of Commerce Bldg.

“WNER OF PROPERTY: Westcap Financial Group
{(First Name) (Last Name}
165 Octavia Street, San Francisco, CA 94102
(MaiTing Address) (City) (State) TZip CodaT

APPLICANT: * Landmarks Preservation Commission
{(First Name) (Last Name)

| elev, 2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley. CA 94704
{MaiTing Address) (City) (State) [Zip Code!

:) WHEREAS, a public hearing has been duly and regulariy held upon the above

‘//*_-\\

Troperty, and the Landmarks Preservation Commission, being fully advised, has voted to

~PPROVE/DEM¥) the application to Designate the Wells Fargo Building (Chamber of

" Chamber of Commerce/Amercian Trust Building) as a City of Berkeley Landmark For Its
importance as Rerkeley's first true skyscraper and as a fine example of early 20th
century classically derived brick and Terra Cotta skyscraper

NOW, THEREFORE, BE it Resolved by the Landmarks Preservation Commission of
12 City of Berkeley that the decision is deemed final uniess it is reversed, upon

urzeal, by the Council of the City of Berkeley.

: VITE: Aye: _Jones, Hawthorne, Manning, Silk, Stein

. Nay - Abstain: - Absent: Ehrenggtgegr Kasin

THE APPEAL PERIOD EXPIRES AT 5 PH: 1/15/85

< =TE NOTICE MAILED: 12/31/84
File Appeal With City Clerk By This Date

),
.’ rt: City Clerk .

Residents of Property ATTEST: )

Jwner Mike Tolbert
I SECRETARY

Property Records
Codes & Tnspection





