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cash. Staff recommends that the Planning Commission review the levels of
discretion for Arcades and ATM’s in commercial districts.

8. Update the Special Use Standards in Section 23E.16.040 for Alcoholic Beverage
Sales and 23E.16.050 Amusement Arcades to reflect the proposed changes to
the Zoning Ordinance. The Special Use Standards in Section 23E.16.040 for
Alcoholic Beverage Sales and 23E.16.050 Amusement Arcades provide
additional requirements and limitations for certain uses in the Zoning Ordinance.
Several of the regulations are limiting and don’t reflect the current standards in
other jurisdictions. In addition, these sections would need to be modified to be
consistent with the recommended Zoning Ordinance amendments above.
Furthermore, the Public Convenience or Necessity findings for alcohol use and
the distance buffers for Arcades are overly restrictive, don’t reflect best practices
and conflict with typical business practices. For example, Section
23E.16.040(A)(1)(b)(5) states “no beer or wine may be distributed in its original
bottle or can.” Staff recommends that the Planning Commission consider
updating the Special Use section of the ordinance to be reasonable, enforceable
and be consistent with surrounding jurisdictions.

Next Steps

Staff recommends that City Council review and adopt this referral to Planning
Commission. Subsequently, Planning Department staff would present the Planning
Commission with information, case studies and analysis relevant to each proposed
change, seek guidance from the Commission, and draft Zoning Ordinance amendments
for the Commission’s review. It is possible that some of the recommendations may be
implemented as part of the Zoning Ordinance Revision Project (ZORP), a current
initiative to modernize and streamline the Zoning Ordinance. Planning Commission
hearings will provide opportunities for additional feedback from small business owners,
citizens, neighborhood associations, and commercial district groups.

Strategic Plan Connection

This referral is a component of a Strategic Plan Priority Project (Small Business
Support), advancing our goals to provide an efficient and financially-health City
government; to foster a dynamic, sustainable, and locally-based economy; and to be a
customer-focused organization that provides excellent, timely, easily-accessible service
and information to the community.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Many of the City’s environmental sustainability goals are inextricably tied to the overall
health of the City’s economy. Small businesses make up the bulk of Berkeley’s
economy. Small businesses often contribute to sustainable transportation and
consumer behavior by providing opportunities to shop in neighborhood commercial
districts that are accessible by foot, bicycle and transit.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
Berkeley’s commercial districts, and the small businesses that comprise them, are vital
to the City’s economic, social and civic wellbeing. These zoning changes represent the
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most immediate and straightforward approach the City can take to assist small
businesses and potentially reduce commercial vacancies. They are designed
specifically to support small independent operators seeking to invest and activate these
districts, and will provide the community with needed goods and services. These
changes also have the added addition of improving our city’s internal permitting
processes, by shortening timelines and improving customer service.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED

Staff considered various other changes to levels of discretionary review and other
zoning compliance review for commercial uses, but recommends moving forward with
the modifications proposed above while continuing to gather input on additional
changes.

CONTACT PERSON
Jordan Klein, Economic Development Manager, (510) 981-7534
Kieron Slaughter, Community Development Project Coordinator, (510) 981-2490
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Attachment 5

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BERKELEY CITY COUNCIL

AMEND THE SIGN ORDINANCE AND ZONING ORDINANCE TO
CLARIFY DESIGN REVIEW PROCEDURES AND ESTABLISH AN
OPTIONAL COORDINATED SIGN DESIGN PROGRAM

The Department of Planning and Development is proposing to:

1. Adopt first reading of an Ordinance amending Title 20 [Signs] of the Berkeley
Municipal Code to clarify Design Review procedures and establish an optional
Coordinated Sign Design Program, as well as amend Chapter 23.406.070B
[Design Review — When Required] for consistency with proposed Title 20
amendments; and

2. Adopt a Resolution amending Resolution 67,985-N.S., the Land Use Planning
Fee schedule, to introduce a Coordinated Sign Design Program Fee.

The hearing will be held on, November 29, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. The hearing will be held via
videoconference pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e) and the state declared
emergency.

A copy of the agenda material for this hearing will be available on the City’s website at
www.berkeleyca.gov as of November 17, 2022. Once posted, the agenda for this
meeting will include a link for public participation using Zoom video technology.

For further information, please contact Robert Rivera, Senior Planner, Land Use
Planning Division at rrivera@CityofBerkeley.info.

Written comments should be mailed directly to the City Clerk, 2180 Milvia Street,
Berkeley, CA 94704, or emailed to council@cityofberkeley.info in order to ensure
delivery to all Councilmembers and inclusion in the agenda packet.

Communications to the Berkeley City Council are public record and will become part of
the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website. Please
note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not
required, but if included in any communication to the City Council, will become
part of the public record. If you do not want your e-mail address or any other contact
information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service.
If you do not want your contact information included in the public record, please do not
include that information in your communication. Please contact the City Clerk at 981-
6900 or clerk@cityofberkeley.info for further information.
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Published pursuant to Government Code Sections 6062a, 65856(a), & 65090

~

| hereby certify that the Notice for this Public Hearing of the Berkeley City Council was
posted at the display case located near the walkway in front of the Maudelle Shirek
Building, 2134 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, as well as on the City’s website, on
November 17, 2022.

Mark Numainville, City Clerk



