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1911 Fourth Street — Spenger’s Fish Grotto

Structural Alteration Permit #LMSAP2022-0014 to install two temporary
structures immediately adjacent to a tenant space within a City Landmark

property.
I. Application Basics
A. Zoning District: West Berkeley Commercial District (C-W)
B. CEQA Determination: Categorically exempt from further environmental review
pursuant to Section 15331 of the CEQA Guidelines for

Historical Resource Rehabilitation.

C. Parties Involved

e Applicant & Architect:  Olin Cohan
Masaya Trading Company
3820 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville, TN 37209

e Property Owner: Jamestown Urban Management

1700 Montgomery Street, Suite 215
San Francisco, CA 94111

D. Recommendation: Open & conclude hearing; take favorable action.

1947 Center Street, 2" Fl., Berkeley, CA 94704 Tel: 510.981.7410 TDD: 510.981.7474 Fax: 510.981.7420
E-mail: DDougherty@cityofberkeley.info
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Figure 1: Vicinity Map — highlighting nearby City Landmarks and Structures of Merit
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Figure 2 : Overall Site Looking West- Existing Conditions at subject tenant space, Site
Photo, Attachment 3

Spenger’s
Building

Figure 3 : Overall Site Looking South— Existing Conditions at subject tenant space,
Site Photo, Attachment 3
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Figure 4 : Proposed Site Plan — Project Plans, Attachment 2
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Figure 5: Temporary Display Shed — Project Plans, Attachment 2
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Figure 6 : Pergola — Project Plans, Attachment 2

Background

This project is located on the east side of the 1900-block of Fourth Street between
University Avenue and Hearst Street. This property is zoned Commercial West Berkeley
(C-W) and is surrounded by similarly zoned parcels.

The original, “Pioneer Victorian” building at 1915-1919 Fourth Street was constructed in
1892 as a residence in the Oceanview community and later converted and expanded in
into a retail commercial building known as Spenger’s Fish Grotto. Alterations and later
additions in the 1930s,1960s and as recently at 2014 have resulted its current form,
which contains a total of approximately 23,000 sq. ft. of commercial space.

This building appeared on the State’s Historic Resource Inventory and, in 1988, became
a City of Berkeley Landmark primarily for its connections with the Oceanview
neighborhood and waterfront development in early West Berkeley and potential to yield
archeological information about the Ohlone Shellmound site.

The subject tenant space is located in the 2014 addition at the interior of the lot. Permits
for storefront renovations, tenant improvements, and signage programs were previously
approved by the Commission.

Chapter 3.24 of the Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) mandates that the Landmarks
Preservation Commission (LPC) review any exterior modification to a Landmark site
which requires City permits and then grant a Structural Alteration Permit (SAP) for such
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work. On December 23, 2022, the applicant submitted the subject SAP application
requesting permission to erect temporary accessory structures on a City Landmark

property.

On or before January 23, 2023, staff mailed and posted ten-day advance notice of
tonight’s hearing, in accordance with Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Section 3.24.230.

Project Description

The SAP applicant is preparing to open a new retail business in the subject tenant
space selling pre-fabricated structures and outdoor furnishings. They are requesting
SAP approval to temporarily display samples of these large items in the terraced patio
immediately adjacent to the subject leased space. See site photographs provided as
Figures 5 and 6, above. The tenant has secured an 18-month lease for the space, at
the conclusion of which the structures would be disassembled and removed.

No structural or landscape changes would be made to the existing building or terrace
area nor to the building facade. The most notable exterior upgrades would include the
placement of a temporary teak display shed on the northwest corner of the parcel and
pergola at the Northeast corner of the parcel. Structural details and site plan have been
included above for reference.

For project details and architectural drawings, refer to the Project Plans,
Attachment 2, and the Applicant’s Statement, Attachment 3.

Issues and Analysis

Staff has identified the following relevant criteria pertinent to this project from the
Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (BMC Section 3.24), the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (1977) and the Downtown Design
Guidelines.

Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (LPO) Review Standards and Criteria

In order to approve a request for an SAP, the Commission must find that the proposal
would not adversely affect the features or special character of the subject structure or
property. Staff believes the applicant’s proposal would not result in adverse effects for
this historic resource as described below, and offers the following findings in accordance
with the LPO:

e BMC Section 3.24.260, Paragraph C.1. “For applications relating to landmark
sites, the proposed work shall not adversely affect the exterior architectural
features of the landmark and, where specified in the designation for a publicly
owned landmark, its major interior architectural features...”
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Analysis: The proposed project would construct temporary structures that would
be used for display in the patio area of the subject tenant space for the duration of
the applicant’s 18-month lease. Neither structure would require any permanent
structural alterations to the subject building nor to the landmarked building, thus
would not pose an adverse effect to the architectural features of the Landmark.
Staff has included a condition that holds the applicant responsible for the removal
of the structures and any necessary repairs to the patio surface at the conclusion
of their lease. See Condition #10 of the Findings and Conditions (attachment 1).

e BMC Section 3.24.260, Paragraph C.1: “...nor shall the proposed work adversely affect
the special character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value of the
landmark and its site, as viewed both in themselves and in their setting.”

Analysis: As stated above, the proposed temporary structures would be located
in the exterior patio and would not later the exterior of the building or any
architectural features of the landmark.

Therefore, this request is found to be beneficial owing to its expected
improvements and consistency with the LPO standards and criteria for permit
approval.

B. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards (SOI) for the Treatment of Historic Properties
defines Rehabilitation as "the process of returning a property to a state of utility, through
repair or alteration, which makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving
those portions and features of the property which are signifirant to its historic,
architectural, and cultural values."

The applicant’s proposal represents a Rehabilitation project because it proposes
temporary structures for an outdoor display in the patio area ancillary to the permitted
retail establishment, which supports the historic commercial use of the Landmark parcel.
The analysis below summarizes staff’s findings for this project with respect to the most
relevant SOI Rehabilitation (Rehab) Standards.

e SOl Rehab Standard 1: A property will be used as it was historically or be
given a new use that requires minimal change to its distinctive materials,
features, spaces and spatial relationships.

Analysis: The Spenger’s Fish Grotto has historically served as commercial
space, which would be unchanged by this application.

e SOl Rehab Standard 2 The historic character of a property will be retained
and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features,
spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.
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Analysis: The two structures proposed in this application would be placed in
the patio area of the subject tenant space and would not structurally alter the
building that houses the tenant space, nor the historic structure, and would not
impact the spatial relationship of the two buildings.

A complete list of the Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation can be found
at the following link: https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/treatment-standards-
rehabilitation.htm

C. City-wide Directives from the Downtown Design Guidelines

The City has established a practice of using the adopted Downtown Design
Guidelines (2012) to inform its review of commercial building alterations throughout
the various commercial districts in Berkeley.

Facades (Pages 27-31)

¢ Guideline 2: Refrain from false historicism. Do not trivialize or mimic Landmark
or Significant buildings.

Analysis: The design and scale of both the temporary display pergola and
shed reflect a modern aesthetic that is similar to the non-historic 2014
Spenger’s Paseo building expansion where subject tenant space is located.
They do not make any visual reference to the historic landmark.

For all of these reasons, staff concludes that the Commission could approve this request for
Landmark alteration.

V. Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of this request for a Structural Alteration Permit pursuant to
BMC Section 3.24.260 and subject to the attached Findings and Conditions because the
proposed project would:

1) Construct temporary accessory structures that support the historic use of the
site; and

2) Adhere to the standards of the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance and best
practices for exterior alterations to historic properties.

Attachments:
1. Recommended Structural Alteration Permit Findings and Conditions of Approval
2. Project plans, received December 23, 2022


https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/treatment-standards-rehabilitation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/treatment-standards-rehabilitation.htm
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3. Applicant Statement, received December 23, 2022
4. Site Photographs, received December 23, 2022
5. Landmarks Preservation Commission Notice of Decision for Spenger’s Grotto

Prepared by: Desiree Dougherty, Assistant Planner, ddougherty@cityofberkeley.info; 510-981-7431
Reviewed by: Fatema Crane, Principal Planner; fcrane@cityofberkeley.info ; 510-981-7410
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ATTACHMENT 1

FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS

1911 Fourth Street — Spenger’s Fish Grotto

Structural Alteration Permit #LMSAP2022-0014 to install two temporary
structures immediately adjacent to a tenant space within a City Landmark

property.

CEQA FINDINGS

1.

The project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code 821000, et seq. and California Code of
Regulations, 815000, et seq.) pursuant to Section 15331 of the CEQA Guidelines
(“Historic Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation”). Furthermore, none of the exceptions in
CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply, as follows: (a) the site is not located in an
environmentally sensitive area, (b) there are no cumulative impacts, (c) there are no
significant effects, (d) the project is not located near a scenic highway, and (e) the project
site is not located on a hazardous waste site pursuant to Government Code Section
65962.5.

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FINDINGS

Regarding the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, the Landmarks
Preservation Commission of the City of Berkeley makes the following findings:

1.

The proposed project does not require a change of use. The property will retain its historic
commercial use.

The project avoids removal of distinctive materials and any alteration of features that
characterize the property. The project scope is limited to the construction of two
temporary accessory structures in the outdoor patio located directly adjacent to the
subject tenant space. No demolition or alteration to the building facade is proposed.

The project proposed two modern designed structures, a pergola and a display shed.
Because these structures are contemporary and temporary, they will not result in a false
sense of historical development.

The subject property does not feature changes that have acquired significance in their
own right.

Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques, or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize the Spenger’s Grotto will be preserved as the scope will
not touch the historic structure.

1947 Center Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 Tel: 510.981.7410 TDD: 510.981.7474 Fax: 510.981.7420
E-mail: ddougherty@cityofberkeley.info
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6.

As conditioned herein, if deteriorated historic features will be affected by this request, then
they would be repaired or replaced to match the materials, design, and finishes of the
original items.

The applicant does not propose chemical or physical treatments. However, standard
conditions of Structural Alteration Permit approval would require any chemical or physical
treatments to be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.

The project does not have the potential to affect any archaeological resources because
the applicant proposes no excavation.

The proposed new work is designed with complimentary, high-quality materials in
simplified, contemporary style employing colors and finishes that harmonize with the
design elements of the existing non-historic building. Owing to these aspects, new work
will be sufficiently differentiated from the historic design.

10.If the proposed improvements were removed in the future, they would not permanently

impair the integrity or essential form of the subject building.

FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL

1.

As required by Section 3.24.260 of the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance, the
Commission finds that proposed work is appropriate for and consistent with the purposes
of the Ordinance, and will preserve and enhance the characteristics and features specified
in the designation for this property. Specifically:

a. The proposed area of scope is limited to the outdoor space located on the andmarked
parcel, but not a part of the landmarked structure. No changes are proposed on the
landmarked building.

b. The proposed project would provide temporary display opportunities for the subject
tenant space and would be removed once the lease of the space has come to term.
There are no aspects of this proposal that would be detrimental to the character of the
landmarked commercial building.

STANDARD CONDITIONS

The following conditions, as well as all other applicable provisions of the Landmarks
Preservation Ordinance, apply to this Permit:

1.

Conditions Shall be Printed on Plans

The conditions of this Permit shall be printed on the second sheet of each plan set
submitted for a building permit pursuant to this Permit, under the title ‘Structural
Alteration Permit Conditions’. Additional sheets may also be used if the second sheet is
not of sufficient size to list all of the conditions. The sheet(s) containing the conditions
shall be of the same size as those sheets containing the construction drawings; 8-1/2”
by 11” sheets are not acceptable.
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2.

Plans and Representations Become Conditions

Except as specified herein, the site plan, floor plans, building elevations and/or any
additional information or representations, whether oral or written, indicating the
proposed structure or manner of operation submitted with an application or during the
approval process are deemed conditions of approval.

Subject to All Applicable Laws and Regulations

The approved use and/or construction is subject to, and shall comply with, all applicable
City Ordinances and laws and regulations of other governmental agencies. Prior to
construction, the applicant shall identify and secure all applicable permits from the
Building and Safety Division, Public Works Department and other affected City divisions
and departments.

Exercise and Lapse of Permits (Section 23B.56.100)

A. A permit for the construction of a building or structure is deemed exercised when
a valid City building permit, if required, is issued, and construction has lawfully
commenced.

B. A permit may be declared lapsed and of no further force and effect if it is not
exercised within one year of its issuance, except that permits for construction or
alteration of structures or buildings may not be declared lapsed if the permittee
has: (1) applied for a building permit; or (2) made substantial good faith efforts
to obtain a building permit and begin construction, even if a building permit has
not been issued and/or construction has not begun.

Indemnification Agreement

The applicant shall hold the City of Berkeley and its officers harmless in the event of any
legal action related to the granting of this Permit, shall cooperate with the City in defense
of such action, and shall indemnify the City for any award of damages or attorneys fees
that may result.

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS

The following additional conditions are attached to this Permit:

6.

The proposed facade upgrades are approved as shown on the drawings dated
“received December 23, 2022” subject to the following conditions.

No changes can be made to these approved plans without prior approval.

CITY PERMITS. This Structural Alteration Permit (SAP) approval is contingent upon
approval of the requisite Use Permit and Public Work Permit for the project scope.

PLANS COMPLIANCE. Construction and building permit plans shall substantially
conform to the Structural Alteration Permit (SAP) project plans dated/received
December 23, 2022.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

REMOVAL OF TEMPORARY STRUCTURES. Applicant shall be responsible for
disassembly and removal of the pergola and shed at the termination of their lease and
for any necessary repairs to the patio surface.

Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest
means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials shall not be used.

COLORS. Prior to Landmarks plan checker sign-off of the Building Permit set of
drawings, the applicant shall submit color and materials information for review and
approval by Landmarks staff, in coordination with the LPC Chair as needed.

CLEAR GLASS. All glass is assumed to be clear glass. Any proposed glass that is
not clear glass, or includes signage, shall be indicated on all drawings, and shall be
reviewed for approval by Landmarks staff.

DETAILS. Prior to Landmarks plan checker sign-off of the Building Permit set of
drawings, the applicant shall submit pergola and display shed details for review and
approval by the Landmarks plan checker.

LIGHTING. Prior to Landmarks plan checker sign-off of the building permit set of
drawings, the applicant shall submit lighting details showing all existing and proposed
site and building lighting. Exterior lighting, including for signage, shall be downcast and
not cause glare on the public right-of-way and adjacent parcels.

The applicant shall be responsible for identifying and securing all applicable permits
from the Building and Safety Division and all other affected City divisions/departments
prior to the start of work.

The applicant is responsible for complying with all the above conditions. Failure to
comply with any condition could result in construction work being stopped, issuance of
citations, as well as further review by the Landmarks staff, which may modify or impose
additional conditions, or revoke approval.

All building permit drawings and subsequent construction shall substantially conform to
the approved plans as outlined in Condition #1. Any modifications must be reviewed by
the Landmarks plan checker to determine whether the modification requires approval.

The applicant shall hold harmless, defend, and indemnify the City of Berkeley and its
officers, agents, and employees against any and all liability, damages, claims, demands,
judgments or other losses (including without limitation, attorney’s fees, expert witness
and consultant fees and other litigation expenses), referendum or initiative relating to,
resulting from or caused by, or alleged to have resulted from, or caused by, any action
or approval associated with the project. The indemnity includes without limitation, any
legal or administrative challenge, referendum or initiative filed or prosecuted to overturn,
set aside, stay or otherwise rescind any or all approvals granted in connection with the
Project, any environmental determination made for the project and granting any permit
issued in accordance with the project. This indemnity includes, without limitation,
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20.

21.

payment of all direct and indirect costs associated with any action specified
herein. Direct and indirect costs shall include, without limitation, any attorney’s fees,
expert witness and consultant fees, court costs, and other litigation fees. City shall have
the right to select counsel to represent the City at Applicant’s expense in the defense of
any action specified in this condition of approval. City shall take reasonable steps to
promptly notify the Applicant of any claim, demand, or legal actions that may create a
claim for indemnification under these conditions of approval.

Repair and replacement of character-defining features. Repair and replacement of
character-defining features. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive
feature, the new feature shall match the old or historic feature in design, color, texture,
and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated
by documentary and physical evidence.

Chemical Treatments. Any chemical treatments needed as construction progresses
will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.
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APPLICANT STATEMENT

MASAYA TENANT IMPROVEMENT PLAN
AUP/SAP SUBMITTAL

Project Applicant: Masaya Trading Company
Project Address: 1911 4th St, Unit 104, Berkeley CA 94710

Upon approval of the AUP/SAP by the City of Berkeley Land Use Planning Department, a
temporary teak display pergola and temporary display shed will be placed in the existing patio.
No structural or landscape changes will be made to the existing area. Loose furniture collections
will be presented and available for public use and will be secured after hours with a security wire
and locking system. The displays and the furniture collections are crafted of sustainably grown
teak wood.

A cornhole game will be provided for public use and offered for sale. It will be stored inside after
hours.

Planters will be included throughout the patio area to match planters or similar throughout the
shopping mall. Larger, weighted planters will be used for security purposes, and smaller
planters will be stored inside after hours.

For additional information, please see Spenger’s & Fourth Street Retail Onsite and Offsite
landscape plan.



ITEM 8 - ATTACHMENT 4
LPC 02-02-23

MASAYA TENANT IMPROVEMENT PLAN
AUP/SAP SUBMITTAL

EXISTING AND PROPOSED SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

1. North View of Suite 104
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2. East Entrance of Suite 104
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3. North View of Suite 104
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6. Sustainably Grown Teak Temporary Display Pergola

Teak Pergola . Pérgola de teca de 10" x 10" x &' con soportes de acero y contrahuellas de HDPE
10" x 10° x &' teak pergola with steel brackets and HDPE risers

Se muestra con dos enrejados verticales. Los enrejados
verticales astan insertados 0.5"
Shown with two vertical trellises. Vertical trellises are inset 5"
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CITY OF BERKELEY
Ordinance #4694 N.S.
LANDMARK APPLICATION

_Sg_enger’s Fish Grotto

1. Street Address: 1915-1955 Fourth Strest
-County: Alameda City: Berkeley ZIP: 94705
2. Assessor's Parcel Number: 057-2100-00806
Dimenslons: 184 feet X 125 feet
Cross Street: University Avenue

3. Is property on any survey? Yes
State inventory: Yes National Register: No

4. Application for Landmark Includes:
Building(s): Yes
Landscape or Open Space: Yes
Other: Entire Property

5. Historic Name: None
Commonly Known Name: Spenger’s Fish Grotto

6. Date of Construction: 1890 |
Factual: No, yet an 1892 Block Book shows Johann Spenger as owner.
7. Buitder: Unknown

8. Style: Wood-frame, Working-Man's Pioneer Cottage
9, Original Owner:  Johann Spenger

Original Use: Single-family residence/ grocery store
10. Present Owner:  Frank Spenger Co.

Address: 1919/1921 Fourth Street, Berkeley, CA. 94710
Present Occupants:  Owners

11. Present Use: Commercial/Residential

12. Present Condition on Property:

Exterior: Good
Interior: Good
Grounds: Good

13. Description ‘

LPC 02-02-23

The Spenger's Fish Grotto is a sprawling complex with rooms added onto an original
pioneer home. According to family accounts, the house of Johann Spenger was built by the
pioneer himself. Whether the house had been moved to the site (which was common in those
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days) or if it had been constructed on the site Is a subject of debate. The site itself was opened up -
for development in 1881, We know this because Spenger’s cottage sits on the land which was -
once called Willow Grove Park. The park was large; it included two full city blocks, (Exhibit A} In
1881, Fourth Street was carved through the middie of the park, just a few months prior o the
closure of the park. (See Exhibit B) The eastem half of the park was subdivided into small lots,

- including Johann Spenger’s; while the westem side of the park only had two property owners. The

earliest property record which shows Johann Spenger as the owner of the original picneer site is
an 1892 Block Book. (See Exhibit J, which includes a serias of maps to show the evolution of the
property over time). Johann Spenger is not listed in the West Berkeley Directory of 1878/79.
However, the 1896 Berkeley City Directory lists Johann (now called John) Spenger as living on
Fourth Street and operating a genera! merchandise store.

The house is a combination ground-level grocery store with living quarters on the second
floor.” The houss is typical of the pericd. 1t has a gabled roof with retums. It has 8 Y-inch
channeled siding, typicaf of other pioneer houses locatsd in the Delaware Street Historic District..
The modest detailing is an example of what historic consultant Sally B. Woodbridge calls Greek
Revival, or what another consultant, William P. Cobum, A.LA., calls vemacular/Classical Revival.
A similar house at 802 Delaware Street (the Alphonso House, built 1878) has the same type of
gabled roof with slight retums (see exhibit C). The similarity in design suggests an earlier date
than 1890 for the Spenger cottage. Other simitar examples (some without the retums) are also
included {Exhibit D, E, and F). The style is best described by the first consultant: *“The strong but
simple comice molding with slight retums at the gable-end corners but without brackets reflects the
Greek Revival.” (Exhibit G} A late-1920’s or early-1930's photo of the pioneer house is included.
(Exhibit H). as well as a more recent photo which shows the 1976 Oyster Bar addition to the south

-of the originat restaurant. (Exhibit I) A series of Block Book maps also documents the evolution of

the Spenger property over time, {Exhibit J)

14. History
A Chronology-of the History of Ocean View, Willow Grove Park, and the Spenger House and
Grocery Store
1858 57 people reside in Ocean View, next to the Bay. The area is open fam
' tand with a few homes along the Contra Costa Road (currently San Pablo.
Avenue).
1873 The Berkeley Land and Town Improvement Assogiation is incorporated for

the creation and opening of new streets in a large tract of land at Ocean . .-
View. The Association erects a windmill that extracts frash ground water -
for the residents of Ocean View,

1874 A ferry service from Berkeley to San Francisco is created at the Municipal -
Wharf at the end of University Ave, :
1875 Willow Grove Park is the central park for residents of Ocean View. The

farge park includes the land currently occupied by Spanger's Fish Grotto

and adjacent parking lot. Strawberry Creek flows through the park,

between fifth and third streets, and Bristol (currently Hearst) and -

University. :
1877 The main line Central Pacific Railroad into Ocean View at Third St. and - -

University Ave. is constructed, '
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1878 The east (the University of California) & west (Ocean View) areas of -
Berkeley are incorporated as a city by an act of the state. Total
population: 1,617. )

1881 Fourth Street is cut through Willow Grove Park. A few months later the
‘ park is closed. _ o L
1887 - - The central pavilion at Willow Grove Park burns down.
1890 - Johann Spenger sells fish caught fresh from the Bay at his new house and

shop near 4 and University, at the site of old Willow Grove Park. The
living quarters are above the small one-room grocery store,
A horse car line runs down University. Total population of Berkeley: 5101

1891 The horse car line s electrified. ,

1802 Block book shows Johann Spenger's pioneer property adjacent to
Strawberry Cregk. The Willow Grove park is gone, with the land
subdivided and owned by many landowners. Ocean View industries
expand along the Bay to the wast of Spengers, The largest is the gigantic
Standard Soap Works south of University Ave, which produces a half
miliion bars of soap per wesk. More nearby is the Heywood and Jacob’s
lumber yard a Second St. between Delaware and Bristol (Hearst Ave.).
And the Niehaus Planing Mill occupies a twenty-acre site on the
waterfront,

1893 An electric-cer line from East Berkeley (the Downtown) Station connects
with the West Berkeley Station. Cars leaye every 30 minutes, The West
Berkeley station is at Third & Delaware and Third & University. From here
gasy connections are made to Oakland and San Fraricisco. :

Johann Spenger, patriarch of the piongering Spenger family, came to the Bay Area in the
late 19t century from Germany. According to Frank “Bug” Spenger, Johann's grandson, “Grandpa
came here in 1865 and worked as a fisherman on the Bay. He came here to Berkelsy and built the
pointed house you can see from the front, Well, that’s his home.™

Johann Spenger sold fresh fish which he caught in the Bay and in Lake Merritt. in an oral
history, Johann's son, Paul, described how easy it was to catch fish in the Bay.® Even without a
hoat, one could use a fishing rod at Berkeley’s beach and haul in a lot of fish. His father was a
great “hook and line man.” Now the beach is gone, along with much of the original shoreline.

The Spenger family is a direct link to an earlier time when Berkeley had & strong

-connection to the Bay and its resources. According to Paul Spenger, even the sand of Berkeley’s
- once large beach was all sold and hauled away by the early entrepreneurs who owned the fand

along the waterfront. Much of this sand was mixed in the mortar used in constructing the
chimneys for houses in Victorian fimes in West Berkeley. (It made poor mortar due o the high salt -
content.)

According to Paul Spenger, the family originally lived in a Victorian house at the foot of
Addison Street right at the edge of the shoreline. As the shoreline eroded, the house became
increasingly in danger of falling into the Bay. So the family had the house moved up Addison to
Sixth Strest where it sits today on the southeast comer., '

! Carter, James, “Grotto’s longtime patrons have fond memories,” Berkeley Voice, September 10, 1998,
*Paul Spenger Oral History, BAHA office.



(G2

ITEM 8 - ATTACHMENT 5
LPC 02-02-23

The Spenger house we know today on Fourth Street, the center of the restaurant, was .
likely built sometime between 1870 and 1892. (The 1870 date could be possible if the house had
been moved to the site, which was developed after 1881). While extant records for it date back to
1892, the house's simplicity, its lack of Victorian omamentation, the wide board channel rustic
redwood siding, the placement of the windows and the simple gabled roofline and returns would

“suggest that it may have been built much eartier. lts similarity to the Alphonso House (built 1878)

at 802 Delaware Straet would suggest the possibility of earlier construction, possibly by the
carpenter, Alphanso himself, who built many of the houses in the area.

Nevertheless, by 1892 the property does appear on the Block Books showing it on the
north side of Strawberry Creek.®> The property is narrow, with only room for the small house. (A
later Block book shows Frank Spenger as the owner of most of the westemn half of the block, with
one lot acquired to the south of the pioneer cottage.* The cottage was three blocks from the edge
of the shoreline. Nearby a large vernal pond extended from 4% to 7t Street between University
and Addison. In the winter, neighborhood residents crossed wooden bridges and walkways to
avold the flooded dirt roads. (The vernal pond no longer exists due to shifts in the water table as a
result of the 1906 Earthquake.)’

For several decades, the Spengers continued to fish out of thelr fittle house on Fourth
Street. (Two block maps actually show a net storage shed behind the house, as wsll as a place to
cook crabs.} They enjoyed a maritime lifestyle so prevalent in West Berkeley at the time.

Itis well fo recall the old shoreline and the natural environment near Spenger's. Just to
the west of the property, at the end of University Avenue, was the Municipal Ferry Wharf
{constructed in 1874). And there was a second wharf at the end of Delaware Street, the Heywood
and Jacobs Lumber Wharf (1853). Strawberry Creek flowed between the two wharfs to the Bay.

. The creek was a natural route from the Spenger cottage to the Bay. Frank Jr. recalls that he and

his buddies had a great time shooting ducks in Strawberry Creek and then going downstream to
dig up clams near the bay.
. ltis also well to recall the town of West Berkeley in the early days of incorporated

Berkeley, 1878 to ca. 1890. Many early city offices were located in West Berkeley. The building

that housed Berkeley's first “city hall” was the old Workingmen's Hall at 6% and Delaware {later

moved to 7t between University & Addison). The City Clerk's office, the Town Constable and the -

City Jail {called “The Blue House") were located next to Storck's Market on University between 4t

and 5t Street. And Brennan's Livery Stable was just across University from Spenger's next to the

Wast Berkeley Hotel. If one closes one's eyes, one can just imagine this bustling shoreline with a

ferry slip at University Avenue and train station at Delaware Strest, the shoreline extending in a

graceful arc from Strawberry Creek on south. The coming of the freeway, Aquatic Park and the -

Marina, all in the 1930's welcome modernizations at ihe time, make it difficult fo see that ongmal L

shoreline. Y
The Spenger's modest house did not b!ossom tnto Spenger’s FiSh Grotto until 1933 _

According to Frank Spenger Jr., the actual restaurant wasn't spawned untit the end of Prohibition.

The story goes that, at the time, Frank Sr. (Johann's son) wanted to get a liquor license; but to do

so required the establishment of a full-service restaurant. Berkeley was a “dry town” from 1909 to

1939. Earlier, between 1868 and 1909 there had been established a ban on the sale of liquor

? 1892 Block Book, BAHA office.
4 1905 Block Book, updated to 1921, BAHA office.

3 Clanciarulo, Wilhelmina F. Bo]sted “Berkeley As I Knew It in Early Days,” Transcript from Ken Stem
Collection.
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within a 2-mile radius of the campus, an effort to protect the students from the ravages of liquor, -
This placed all safoons west of San Pablo Avenue. Later the limit was reduced to a one-mile limit,
This placed the saloons west of Sacramento Street. Thus West Berkeley had many saloons in the
early days. Somehow students and others found their way to West Berkeley. in 1890, there were
28 bars.® Frank's brother, Paul, recalled some of the many colorful bars in the area, which were
usually located on comers with comer entrances. Many of these were later converled to

e residences and many can still be seen throughout West Berkeley's neighborhoods. One of the

larger ones was the Frenchman's Casabonne's, at 6t and Delaware.

In the 1930's the environment around the place had changed dramatically with the many
WPA govemment projects (designed to put people back to work) including the construction of
Aquatic Park, its west embankment being the Eastshore Highway (now 1-880). The Park and road
(although welcomed at the time) virtually destroyed all that remained of the original shoreline: '
however, remnants can still be seen on the east side of Aquatic Park. The easy access to the
water once enjoyed by the Spengers and other families had been removed. Another major impact
to Spenger’s immediate site was the building of the freeway overpass and the culverting of
Strawberry Ceek. A 1911 Block map (updated to 1928) shows how the creek just to the south of
Spenger's is covered up with a cabinet shop and planing mill, as well as a lumber business.

The originaf 1933 restaurant included five tables, and a 12-ounce glass of beer cost a

dime.” The business took off from the beginning, the fish being supplied by Spenger's maritime

operation in Tamales Bay and elsewhere. The business grew by leaps and bounds and by the
1970's Spenger's was one of Berkeley's highest grossing comrmercial enterprises. Much of the
growth of businesses on Fourth Strest beginning in the 1980’s was due in large part to the sticcess
of Spenger’s. . By 1993, the small restaurant had tumed info a sprawiing complex with 200

15. Context

One of the reason’s for the huge success of Spenger’s Fish Grotto Is its location close to a
central transportation hub. People traveled long distances to getto Spenger's. Even before the
construction of the 880 Freeway, the trains and other forms of public transportation had their stops
very close to Spenger's. The site s also in the heart of West Berkeley, close to the old business
district on Delaware Sireet and the industrial zone from Ashby to Gilman below Fourth Street which
thrived from 1853 until World War Il. Certainly the most outstanding land use feature of West
Berkeley in this tifme was its mixed use nature which spanned the time from its earliest seftlement
days (Everding's Grist Mill next to Everding’s house and the houses of his employees; churches,
schools, houses, stores and factories all mixed together on any given street: until the advent of the
City Manager form of government and zoning in the 1920's. Somehow, despite being in the. middle -
of what the City designated a “Special Industrial® zone, Spenger's always thrived as a commercial
restaurant. The presence of heavy industry, steel castings plants, a paint factory, a soap factory, a
iumber yard and trains passing every hour or so at its front doorstep, Spenger's has continued to
survive and draw large crowds of patrons who love 1o eat there and are willing to wait sometimes
up fo two hours for a table. It has only been in recent years that patronage bagan to decline.

Some of the historical context has already been discussed. Many of the extant Victorian
houses in the immediate neighborhood are included in the State Historic Resources inventory and

® Works Progress Administration, Berkeley, the First 75 Years, Willis Foster, Bd., Gillick Press, 1941,
; Sackel, Karola, “Spenger’s: A Family Affair,” San Francisco Chronicle, January 27, 1993.
Ibid. ,
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Heywood House (1878) at 1808/11 Fifth Street, , the Silva House ( 1875), the Davis-Harmes House
(1890), as well as the Heywood-Ghego House (1877) on Fourth Strest. The combination of a
graund-floor shop and a second-story living quarters is typical of buildings of the area, especiatly
the Defaware District: "From the 1880's on, Delaware between Fourth and Sixth Streets

exemplified the combined residential and commercial shopping street of the typical American.

several are designated City Landmarks. These include the Delaware Strest Historic District, the

working class district.” The Spenger pioneer house was close to Delaware Street; it shows

simifarities in design and function. One merely needs to go sit in the main dining room of
Spenger’s and look up at the redwood raftars to see the underpinnings of the house above and get
a feal of this Victorian structure,

To examine Spenger's significance within the context of the later history of the area, one
must recall that the area suffered a decline in the post-World War I} era duse to rad-lining, racial
segregation, restrictive deed covenants in real estate and declining property values. Many
properties were controlled by absentee landlords who allowed several of the houses In the area to
become run down and dilapidated. One notable case was the Samual Heywood House at 812 «
Delaware Strest which had been owned by a doctor who lived elsewhere and aliowed the houseto -
fall to rack and ruin. Finally, members of the nearby Hispanic church were allowed to completely
demalish the building. This was an unfortunate tum of events since Sam Heywood was one of
Berkeley’s most important early pioneers and businessmen, Many other homes suffered similar
fates. Owners were responding to the Cily's plans to create an “Industrial Park” in the area. They
felt the City would pay them handsomely for the land, notwithstanding the presence of declining
housing stock. The City finally declared many of the houses “blighted” and began demolishing
many of them as part of the West Berkeley Redevelopmant Project {begun in 1970) and its ill-fated
industrial Park. Neighbors and their alfies throughout the city joined forces to defeat this project
(the cry was “Save Ocean View!) but not before 40 houses (many historic) had been demolished
including the original pionesr cottage of Capt. James Jacobs on Delaware at 4t Street, the oldest
house in Berkeley untit its demise in the 1970’s.

- During this time Spenger's bought up several of the older houses including the Heywood
House and the Davis/Harmes House, and it is to Spenger's credit that thoge houses still exist to
this day. in addition, when Spenger's develaped the block across the street into a parking lot, it
had the few houses located there moved rather than demolished, showing some concern for
preserving its surrounding neighborhood.

16. Significance

In Sally B. Woodbridge's Survey of the West Berkeley Redevelopment area, both the sife
of the ofd Willow Grove Park and the grocery store/home of Johann Spenger are identified as .
significant to the history of Ocean View: T hese buildings and sites date from about 1854 tothe
turn of the Century, the period in which West Berkeley contributed most significantly to the
development of the town of Berkeley.”™ This fandmark application includes the portion of Willow
Grove Park which is the land and the underground creek of the Spenger’s property. Archeological
digs might reveal artifacts that tell us about the natural and manmade features of the historic park
and creek. Other artifacts might relate fo the Native American people who once lived along the bay
at Strawberry Creek for several thousand years until they teft in about 1500.. A large ancient

? Woodbridge, Sally B., West Berkeley Industrial Park BRA Project: Cultural Resources Survey Report
Submitted to the City of Betksley Redevelopment Agency. August 31, 1978,

1 Thid. :
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native shellmound has besn documented at the estuary of Strawberry Creek, near,2n St, A dig
( ) was made in the 1950's by the UC Archeology Department and registered with the State Historic
e Resources Office in Sacramento. The dig was in between buildings at Truitt & White Lumber Co.
The shelimound is large and begins several hundred feet west of Spenger’s,
. The pioneer house itself is a rare example of a combined storefliving quarters arrangement
“of the working class era of 19t Century Ocean View. Afew similar examples are found in the
Delaware Historic District. The restaurant, which is an addition to the pioneer house, is als an -
important historic resource, since it is an increasingly rare example of Berkeley's once strong
connaction to the Bay and its plentiful fisheries.
The Oyster Bar addition on the south side of the restaurant was completed in 1975; (see
Exhibit H and Exhibit 1. The 1892 Block Map shows Strawberry Creek in the lot of the new
addition. Landmark designation should include the land, the creek, the original gabled house in the
canter of the complex and any ancillary constructions that the Commission feels contribute to the

presence of the underground creek and any Nalive American artifacts. It is also important to
consider the historic use of the site as a restaurant, its use by neighbors as well as regional
patrons, as a hub for transit lines (to this day there are two AC Transit bus stops and an Amtrak
station adjacent) and its place in the natural topography of the surrounding Wast Berkeley area.
Spenger's is one of the last buildings built along the original shoreline that has survived fo this day
and a reminder of early life in Berkeley.

Historic Value: City Yeg Neighborhood Yes
Architectural Value: City Yes Ne_ighborhood Yes

L -\) 7. Is the property rendangei'ed? Yes
Explain: The restaurant is closing. There is the threat of demolition.
18. Photographs & liustrations:
Alate 1920's or early 1930's photo of Spenger's Fish Grotto

A photo ffom the Spenger's menu, which shows the southwest comer of the restaurant
with the 1975 Cyster Bar addition

- Architectural drawings of similar pioneer cottages in the Delaware Street Historic District
| Maps of 19 Century West Berkeley. ) B
Block book maps.
Color photographs, taken September 17, 1998.
19. Bibliography:

t \ Ferrier, William Warren, Berkeley, California - - The Story of the Evolution of a Hamlet Into -
- a City of Culture and Commerce, Berkeley, 1933, '

a
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() WPA Writer's Program: Berkeley, The First Seventy-Five Yeers, Gillck Pross, Berkeley,
1941, :

Bishop/Langley Directory, 1878/8.
* Block Books, BAHA ofice.

Cianciarulo, Withelmina F. Bolsted, “Berkley As | Knew It in Early Days,” Transcript from
Ken Stein Collection. -

Paul Spenger Oral History, BAHA office.
Saikel, Karola, “Spenger's: A Family Affair,” San Francisco Chronicle, January 27, 1993

Carter, James, “Grotio's longtime patrons have fond memcries,” Berkeley Voice,
September 10, 1998.

Woodbridge, Sally B., West Berkeley Industrial Park BRA Project: Culturaf Resources
Survey Report Submitted to the Cily of Berkeley Redevelopment Agency, August 31,
1978,

- - Coburn, Wiiliam P., ALA,, Master Plan for the Delaware Street Historic District, prepared
( ) - - forHardison, Kamatsu, Ivelich and Tucker, Architects for the West Berkeley
e Redevelopment Project, Berkeley, California.

Historic maps of Oakland Township and Berkelsy from the Bancroft Library and the Map
Room.

Husted's Oakland, Afameda and Berkeley, Directory: 1892 - 1920, At Ogkland Library.
20. Recorder;

Stephanie Manning, 2107 5t Street, Berkeley, CA 94710,
Doug Morse, 1220 Bumett Street, Berkeley, CA 94702.

21. Recorded: Seplomber 1998 _
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SN LIST OF SITES AND BUTLDINGS
g ) , . S
;ﬁ”". 1. Standard Soap Works, site of _ ! . '
jg‘ 2. Jacob's Landing, later Ferry Wharf and Municipal Wharf,_site'of
E S . 3. 0'Neil Glass Works, sri11 existing - . coore e T T o
& e 4. . O0ffices of ‘the Advocate and the B.L.T.I.A., site of .. o
% T .. 5. Sisterna Hall, site of - e o : o S
Eg — 6. Willow Grove Park, site of . : j S o
Fo S ) 7. Franklin,House, first residence of Niehaus, Schuster and Whee1an,,sim
¥ 8. El Dorado 0i1 Works, site of T e Con .
ﬁg A - Wheelan Flouyr Mill, site of o o : e T
é% 4 S 10. Pioneer Starch Works and residence of Johp Everding; sire of
2 AL, Pacific Guano and Fertilizer Co., site of
3; ' —y 12. Spenger's house and grocery, site of K
o - 14, Vestminigtrer Presbyteriap Chuxch, Still -existing. S '
S 1L Church of the Good Shepherd -, se{11 standing : T

16. West Berkeley Planing Mi11 » 8ite of

% 18, West Berkeley Lumber Co./Z.B, Heywood & Co./Ford and Taylo:,rsite of
é ‘ 19. Charles Heywood House, stii1 Standing . N S -
%, 20. 7th Streat School, still Standing - Lo
21, Higgins Store and Post Office still standing
g_-l. . 22, Samual Heywood Residence, site of _ T
> S - 23, First Heywood family Residence and Office, site of
§,~ - '24.'Southern.PacifichR Depot, site of * + . . RN
%\\i).' 25. Baronides Hotel, site of B
i .7 26. Captain James Jacobg Residence, site'of_
& 327;_D.R.'Wéntworth Shoe Factory, site of BEEEEEE I IR
B .o 28. The West'Berkeley-Garden, Casabonne's;istill standing - .
E : ©. - 29, Ernest‘Rammelsberg Residence, site of T T e s
§f o S 30. Joseph Alphonso Re31dence,'st111 Standing, moved
§ 31. Ocean View School, San Pablo and Virginia, site of
§ o 32. August Rammelsberg Ranch and Residence, gite of
3 33. Pure Carbonic Co., site of
5 34, Glove Factory ang Tannery, site of e U e
g 35. California Wateh Co./Wentworth Boot and Shoe Co., 'site. of
; These buildings ang Sites date fronm about- 1854 ¢o the ' turm’of the
¢ Century, the Period in which West,Berkeley contributed most ‘
} - significantly to thE'devélopment”of‘the town"qf’Berkéley.ﬁFu;thgr
) research mayvreveal-other significant sites; the'information}pxesently
- “available op the existing resources will,_in~all¢likelihpod;% -
. €xpanded. This map ang its marked;respurces-Shouldgbeﬂregg;d
: ‘a base for further research to Produce an education ‘document’

T,

JoodbrthoSally B, West Be-teley lndastial p ak BLAF ey
Sy Rereit Subemit T e G B Beskaliy Podes lopis
Sucvey Reyo 5“6‘—&{#9‘_%_; +° thz CLEL B""’ "'" il Aadad K
i ey |

h"%*-....';z.__a-.' ? ) T
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Evhibit B o o o (

(\:)WILLDW GROVE PARK per BERKELEY DAILY ADVOCATE s

Feb 1881

¥oesocone-of the finest grounds .this side of the Bay notwithstanding the opening’
of 4th Street, ‘The broprietor intends to fix up the grounds' in fine style for the
pleasure parties, The square formed by opening of the street will be kept intact

for the presnet, and trees and shubbery planted and walks laid out, x¥x JeWe Hink
considers the opening of the street a high-handed proceeding amd intends to prosecute the
town for damages,.." -

Sept 11, 1979 *,,, a small, but very sociable and enjoyable picnic of -
E colored folks took place on Monday last at Willow Guxxx Grove Park.,"

1881 ", Hink's improvements removed by opening of 4th at Willow Bmxm Grove Park."

Max

"

March 5, 1881. ",,,We shall have no Willow Grove Park in Berkeley this SUMMEL ¢ o0
The Willow Grove Park was about the only attraction for visitors
to West Berkeley from the metropolis and its closing will divert
the loose change of excursionists in another direction,,."

ADD in 1879 issue: FRANKEINQUSHE :
FRANKLIN HOUBE an ‘Emperor Norton supervise barbarcu
corner University & Railroad Avenue

$5.00 per week
wines, liquors & cigars

.
Mt

Ay



ITEM 8 - ATTACHMENT 5
LPC 02-02-23

Evh bt C - =

y s - . ’ =R]__ T I
Vi - * N i, ]
: P . AN o
A B
| Tm— . T i | P
_ r I x
=== e 2
N :g,‘- || .
— ] — - ! -
= M= = | l I
! }
"'_!'T‘“. —— !&'ﬂ'_b lgtd? H [ 24
. - T =y 3 7D\ 2 FLook. N PLAMNS
) _—j‘éﬁ_—_gf k) \J “- [ v x'l_ll_al
(3) FRONT ELEVATICH o '
T BT -

802 DELAWARE STREET
() " DESCRIPTION

802 Delaware Street (now on temporary blocks on the east side of the
1700 block of 5th Street) is a one-and-one-half story gabled house
whose style is vernacular/Clgssical Revival, There are soffited eaves
‘and eave returns,'and therfront elevation has window facings and cor-
nices which are unusually elaborate for so modest a building, The
building is of wood frame construction, and is sheathed in 8 5/4" wide
) channel rustic slding. ‘In plan, the houge is orgenized around = cen-rf :
tral stair hall with a room on each side on each floor, The small shed
roof over the front door, and the extensions off the kitchen are latér
additions, but the existing fabric of the original Suilding appears
~ totally unaltered. fThe house once sat on a slightly raised basement,
(; j) and its chimney must be rebuilt; these detailg can be recaptured from -
\ early photographs,

C@éurh W////dmn IO A (A M‘_Si_ﬂ%__,g\ibl_e D fawcw-e

eﬁ‘f' H15+0rl(, b,;—h»nc-]— Benlc-efeul(
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800 DELAWARE STREET

DESCRIPTION

800 Delaware Street (now located at 834 Delawere Street) is a two

story, wood frame Classical Revival building with commercial facilities

--on the ground floor, and residential quarters above, The edves are v

soffitéd, aﬁd-early photograﬁhs show eave réturns.and pairédrbradkets;”
since removed. The original channel rustic siding is currently con~ |
cealed under'asbestos'shingle siding, Eerly phdtqgraphs also revzal s
chimney (no longer extant) and pilasters at the ground-floor.- The ex-
tension at the entry to the sscond floor entry is a later addition,'anq
a photograph teken when the building once stood on this site.shows thé:_

atair from the sscond floor leading to the rear, rather than to the'froht,
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807 DELAWARE STREET e

DESCRIPTION

. 807 Delaware 13 a one story, raised-basement, Vernacular/Classical Revival'
.residence very s:l.milar, but not. ident:l.cal to, the building next door (See
notes on 805 Delaware Street). The structure is wood frams, and the building

is sheathed with 84" channel rustic, The gabled roof hes a soffited overhang

with ornamental mouldings at the gable ends, but no overhang a’c. the side

sxcept for mouldings. There is a small, carefully detalled porch at the
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805 DELAWARE STREET

DESCRIPTION

805 Delaware Street is a two story verz-'xacular/ciassical Revl'ival'building
with commercial space on the ground floo:, and two living units above,

The bu:.lding 1z of wood frame construct:.on, with 85" channel rustic siding
on the upper floor, and v groove siding below. The gabled roof has soffited

overhangs with ornamental meuldings at the gable=ends, but no overhangs
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WENTWORTH/MCEVOY HOUSE

805 Delay e WENTWORT™ /KROLL HOUSE

Yr.
; i 807 ~ :laware oty —
St - ey -
DER] Berkeley, Californiga 7 Berkeley, California _2 L
st Built: ¢.1875 | ! Built: c.1893 s
’ - ’ \1.."-“ N . - I F'd -
() Photo: taken ¢.1960 (courtesy T
IDENTIF : Marion Hammond Collection) ———
1. Common name: __ The Delaware Streetscape ' '
. g Delaware Street
© + 2 Historle name, If known: _ — :
3. Street o rural address___'800 _BLSCK of Delaware Street _ —
.City: _Berkeley - : 2P 94710 County: ____ajameda ‘
4. Prasent owner, i known:.k&&lumwAddrw: 2180 Midtidey—Civia Sent o
City: Berkeley ZiIP: . 94704 Ownership is: Public‘E] Private D

. 5. Present Use: not in use ' Original Use:: g‘gmmg;gia]-ggsjdg_ ntial streot -

.Other past ﬁses: . horse car transpor,tatién. line -

- - DESCRIFTION - S S o,

' 6';. ﬁrleﬂv describe tHe presant -ph;vlsicél 'apbeal'"ar{c':é of the site or :;tructure and'de.sc}ibe any major alterati‘ons from-itsworiginal

[ condition: This one block is located within a six-block area of the federally funded re.
development project entitled West Berkeley Industrial park {Calif .A-6) which has been only -

ly s . The ground is
continously flat rising slightly toward, the. East Berkeley Hills, Originally in the 1870's the

street was built up on both sides with small, houses and small store front buildings which -
“usnally-housed,the5family either above or behind, All the sfructures were aligned close to the
( idewalk with little, if any, front vard and little space'betWeenLthem. Today on the North
--4ide of the street there are five remaining. structures and op the South
all suggesting the simple “pioneer" Victorian typical of Ocean View in the 1870's, The block is
unique from other surrounding stréets‘in that it has no major 20th C, strugtural intrusion,
Because the street was closed in 1975 to accomodate a future industrial site, the streetscape-

has an added sense of antiquity « like an early California ghost town, All eight structures have
. 7. Locational ska?c%rmaep (dio anrgfa%_sl s?g aklle eight @%ﬁﬁﬁhﬁ@%ﬂﬁ}mzﬁmag:d bcyl' fire ;. but not
. surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): Lotsize (in fest] Frontage 2€Yond repair, .
| ' - : ' NORTH A

' Depth. ‘s _
e" t\' ' '  Or approx. acreage 149348, - L
&( 0\0}@"’@) ' 9, Condition: (chack one:) t ’ "‘ :
; I | | 5}':) 'h‘@x"&y " | . @ Excallent EI ~b. Good D e F:air D
-. ¢ ' Vd’@' (y' b N Deteriorated IEI e. No loqger in existence D '
1301 Il‘ri‘fl - [si3)f a1

L : 10. Is the feature a, Altered? D ) b Unattered? D
i

A ¥
3
N - ,
11. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary)
3}3' | Delaware St. ! ,

a, Open land IE b, Scattered buildings [;]

S Street

ﬁ . . . " T
: L . tl‘]—@ 3z0 r ‘ ¢. Densaly built-up (] o Residentiat
5&:4[ tjé'ta, , e. Commercial E:I “f. Industrial E]
T anm Heypgod . ey -

:1,31 5 :Df&ﬂty:‘:s : 'jﬂaasc r g. Other D .
'."‘(\‘ ):,0‘ (-"“M | black @CA.OIIMJ ' : . 12. Threats to site: _ , ‘
(“&jf‘o"b ¢ © east, : a. None known b. Ptivate development O

- ¢. Zoning E] d. Public Works;:uroje%th £i

e. Vandalism | f. Other Dwea er & fire

PR 523 (Rév. 7/75) EXH /6 IT' C r:- 13. Date(s) of enclose:i photograph(s): » -
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‘buildings came from -

Sy £

logi al source of design = - °

.motifs would have been the nearby lumber mills. Some twenty—six f -

-carpenters lived in_the ‘area bounded by Cedar and . University from ;

trto Sixth Street:

,.Many of ‘them were active in building

homesi _ orvekample 'Joseph Alphonso, a Powtugese immigrant who was

da County Peglster of 1878 as_a cabinet—maker

The flat windowqheads also reflect the earller mode, but the consoles_-”-‘

supporting them and thé: side strips of the frames which drop below the ;;f

N

5ills are more :I.nrkeepino ﬁth the Italianate._ Even the Gothic Revival

is ‘echoed here :I.n heifatherﬁnarrow form of the house and the 'n:lgh—" o

Thie building has been nominated
to the National Register, but is_awaiting a pe.rmauent site.:

L

W
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State of Califarnia— The Rasourcas/%'-‘mx':y —::i“ Sef”"’_’";‘f‘"'—:';';:_v,‘rqsm Mo. T éjé
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND REC! _”-EjHON IR § UTle{Sa”?O!‘:‘{‘;_ 20 NR L SHL . _
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY gL ton  Era sig
E}(L‘ ,' B \.‘_ j"‘ , - f 2 Adm____ T2 ____TS_____‘ Cat_.___’HABs______HéEH_%_Fed_.___ 7
ENTIFICATION '
e 1. Common name: Swenver's Fish Grotto
'L\'e”. 2. Historic name, if known: S'r.mn-'ff«:r: Houge and »arket
Awa?fﬂ 3. Street or rural address___1910/102] Nourth Street | _
‘S:;;“L- City: Berkeley oz 9710 County: Alameda
4. Present owner, if known: TrenlSnonser Co Address: 1219 Fourth Street
City: : Boxbolesr 2P QU710 Ownership isz Public D ~ Private -
E. Present Use: copmmereinl /rea .f-:j'. dentia) Original Use: _Yanidential /o ommerc 3l
" Other past usles: .
: bESCRIPTlON

6. Brief'lyc describe the present physical appearance of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its original
condition: 1y “penger House is a ralsed-Pasement wood~frame cottage
thzt has been converted from a Victorian house into a fish
restaurant. The ;vouand floor of the original house has been
converted into a dining room and no one knows what is on the
maln story. The restaurant hag been expanded to the left and
rizat with wood-frame additions (single-story except over

. The fish market is I'rs. spenzer's penthouse where she lives.)

“The original structure still maintaing some 67 its original
integrity in the form of lons narrow windows capped by hoods

and a gabled rcof with returns. “he wood siding is still intact.
But the lowar nmart of the total gtructure has been made to look

a it like & ship from olden days (prel?OOs) and it takes a careful

vy fey

eve to distineunich the evidenca of Snenger's roots.
7. Locational sketch map {draw and labe! site and . 8. Approximate property size:

surrounding streets, roads, and prominent Jandmarks)y Lot size {in feet) Frontage 1840 .
"Depth______ 125
Or approx. acreage . :

9. Condition: (check one) ‘
a. Excellent ' b. Good D . ¢ Fair [:I
d. Deferiorated [ e no loniger in existeﬁce,D
~10. is thefeaturer " a. Altered? b. Unaltered? D
1. Surroundings: (.Check more than one if necessary)
2. Opan Iand,r b Scat.tereqrbuildings
- . €. Densely builpwu"p f_j . d. .Residential - .
e Commergial D: (f;,.'(ilndustrial '_
g. Other D o ‘

12. Threats to site: : :
a. None known D b. Private development E]
¢. Zoning E_] d. Public Works project D

e. Vandalism D f. Other D
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1899 Map (section), =~
showing'structureS'in

West Berkeley, The long

wharf extends out from
University;Avenue.

(Courtesy Bancrort :

C A
Library, Univ.of Calif. )
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CITY OF BERKELEY

- | r-v'! 37wy
..‘J g -
INDEXED USE PERMIT
RESOLUTION NO.... .33 .

Granting FRA..!‘.’.K SPENGER G‘OMP..Q.’:".V a permlit {o use the property

=) S b B . eesrsteer e e et eeeee

for

WHEREAS: The Board of Adjustments of the Planning Commission of the City of Berkeloy, State of
California has considered the application of...ERANK. SPENSER. Company. A

requesting permission..T0. MAKE AN _ADDS T ON to...-ir::.;s..l..g.x.:..u.c.a.._.g..urg.;,.;..s..u.e....m....as....u.azp
AS A BANQUE?_ HALL W_l TH PARTI AL SEOO:ND STORY TO bBE. USED FOR LIVING

In accordance with Chapter 20 ;)f .Ordinanca No. 3018 N.S., the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Berkeley,
and - ) .

WHEREAS: The said Board of Adjustments finds that the establishment or malntenance of the use for
which application is madewﬁlét be injurious to property or improvements or detrimental to the health,

safety, morals, comfort, convenience, or general wolfare of persons residing or working in the neighbor-
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That said Board of Adjustmonts hereby ITaMS g jocish o

of said Use Permit subject to compliance with all other city ordinances, including such ﬁ_ther

licenses and permits as may be required and further conditions as follows: '

le CoNSTRUCTION MUST BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH PLANS SUBMITTED WITH

THE APPLICATION BEARING ZON|NG PERMIT SYAMP DATED MAY 19, 1954,
» ALL NECESSARY PERMITS MUST BE OBTAINED FROM THE BUILDING -
DEPARTMENT BEFORE CONSTRUCTION 18 STARTED .

» CONSTRUCTION MUSY BE Fo Vi SATISFAOTION OF THE BUTUDING
O B

UNLESS THE RIGHT GRANTED BY THE PER- Regularly passad and adopted. by the Board
MIT IS EXERCISED WITHIN 6 MONTHS FROM . ‘of Adjustments of the Planning Commission
DATE OF ISSUE THE PE thl)TE [\;J[I_}Lplbs)wg‘l% of the City of Berkeley, State of California on
THE PERMIT MAY BE EXTEN D UPON WRIT- 19TH. - May 51,
TEN APPLICATION MADPE PRIO - the...Z. day Of oo  192.7,

TION DATE, : by the following vote:
Ayes: Commissioners. MARSH, MiTcHELL AND CHAI RMAN GooDMAN

Absent: Commissioners....D e
Date:... May 20 19.50

Attost:

( %MZZ/ , Secret&:y/

310971
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CITY OF BERKELEY '

USE PERMIT

APPLICATION

TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BERKELEY:

The undersigned hereby applies fo; a USE PERMIT in"accordance with Chapter 20 of Qrdina.nce_ No.3018
N.8., the Zoning Crdinance of the City of Borkeley and submits the following for your consideration; -

L. That..Frank Spenzer Company Is the owner of certain real property located
in the City of Berkeley, State of California, and more particularly described as follows:
1915 Fourth Street . ' . S
2. That said real property is now located in a............. Indusirial. = M T e District.

3. That the applicant desires a Uss Permit to allow the establishment of the folIowir;g property use:

.88 Mving quarters in connection with Danagement of the Banquet Hall

4. That the following statements and ovidence are submitied to show why the Use Permit should
be issued: (Attach plans, sketches, exhibils, etc., as may be necessary.) .

..... Statement end Sketches e

I hereby étate that I am the applicant of this application; that owner of the property hereby approves this
application and that the foregoing statements and answers herein mads and all data, Information and evi-
dence herswith submltted is in all respects, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true and cy

Applicant's Signatﬁré. z; .ﬂ(ﬂ% /4675, A
addross....[L.LLT, //g'uz.rf/\j{/ V.

APR 29 1954 Phone /z,CL// 7_ 7 7 ?/'j’-

Date....IM 2 y

NOTE: Plans required to accompany the application unless otherwise instructed
by the Planning Commission or an employee thereof; an accurate Plot
Plan showing location of all existing and proposed buildings, yards,
driveways, general floor plans, front and side elevations—all drawn to
scale and fully dimensioned for new or additional improvements.

310-972
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RESOLUTION MO, 558

WHEREAS, the Communify Redevelopment Law (Pﬁrt I, Division 24, of the Health and

. Bafety Code of the State of California) created the Redevelopment Agency of the L
City of Berkeley, which Agency is authorized to transact business and exercise . na
its powers pursuant to Resolution No. 38,310 N.S. of the Council of the City L
of Berkeley, adopted May 9, 1961 and Resolution Ne. 41,364 N.8, of the Council "

of Berkeley, adopted July 26, 1966.

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 4,271 N.S. adopted July 20, 1967, the said Council gave
final approval to the Redevelopment Plan for the West Berkeley Industrial Park
Project Area, which Plan and Project Arca are described in sald Ordinance; and,

WHEREAS, the'Redevelopment Agency of thé City of Berkeley has adopted variance
procedures by Resolution No, 172, dated July 10, 1969 pursuant to said Plan; and,

WHEREAS, Frank Spenger Company filed an application for variance dated }
February 18, 1975, said application hereto attached as Exhibic A; and, ’
WHEREAS; the City of Berkeley has conducted a heafing concerning said

application, pursuant to said variance procedure; and

WHEREAS, the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Berkeley finds that a literal
interpretation and enforcement of the restrictions and limitations imposed by
the Redevelopment Plan with respect to the construction proposed in said variance
application will result in unnecessary hardships for the prospective leasece,
practical difficulties or consequences inconsistent with the general ‘purposes

and Intent of the Redevelopment Plan. '

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESQOLVED, by the Redevélépment Agency of the City of Berkeley
that a variance be granted to Frank Spenger Company pursuant to the February 18,
1975 .application for variance filed by sald firm, :

. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such granting of sald variance-shall be subject
.. to the following conditions:

1. ' Said variance shall apply -enly to Frank Spenger Company and it shall
become null and void upon change of ovmership. N .

2. Frank Spenger Company shall complete pursuant to the plans approved by
the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Berkcley, improvements designed
to emhance the appearance of the existing property, In accordance with
the provisions of the adopted Redevelopment Tlan,

3. Frahk'Spehger Company shall opcrate and maintain the premises in
accordance with the provisions of the adopred Plan. :
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"4.  There shall be eiecuted,by.Frank;Spengef Cémpany and theARedeﬁelopmeﬁt
Agency of the City of Berkeley an Owner Participation Agreement.

5. There shall be approval by the Redevelopment Agency of the City of
Berkeley of a revised landscaping plan which would be consistent
with City Council action with respect to the reconstruction of
the segment of Fourth Stréet between University Avenue and Hearst

Avenue, :

SE T A

> 3 hﬁ‘

RS A
1

RESOLUTION NO,

Date_d March 10, 1975

Adopted by.:he Redeveiopment Agenéy’of the City ofisérkeleyAByrthe foliowing Qo:c: -
Ayes: . Carrett, Goodman, Yamasaki, Chairman Ruth '
Noes: Nisgbet i .

Abéent: Cordon

) Att;'st: \ C‘M . C—(‘w/

Secretary

-~

B AR T N S W S e de e
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o ) " ~N | HL'fff,',?l_—
o 'pm ~«...) CITY OF BERKELEY ' - o0t )

’ _ t File: Sts,-Four
Memorandum ' 4 Xt 517 &
‘ i . " X: 2053 -

: CITY ATTORNEY. . .
10 _ Attention: CHUCK TRIEBEL DATE  March 3, 1975

FROM .. DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

SUBJECT:  BUILDINGS SUBJECT TO INUNDATION

_ Thank you for investigating our request of February 19, 1975, concerning .
flooding of %EEE§EELE—B£ShQ“rant‘ .

- During a 100~year storm the flow of Strawberry Creek will be approximately
5500 cuble feet per second. The capacity of the Strawberxy Creek channel
+ ~ “between San Pablo Avenue and Second Street is approximately 600 ¢.f.s,

In my opinion, 900 c.f,s. will be coming down University Avenue, and it T '

‘will be flowing up to two feet deep above the gutter, This will come on the

frequency of once every 100 years, causing a probability of flooding into the

new Spenger's Restaurant should it be conatructed less tiian two feet above

the street surface.

ROY E. OAKES
Director of Public Works

i). . | o By: giftiti'_5x§%9,52€7/*ﬂ

W, J. DABEL
Ass't. Director of Publie Works

e L

WJID:bb

cc: Inspection Services
Redevelopment Agency Director

A S .

RECEIVED
1S

- INSPECTION SERVICES




ITEM 8 - ATTACHMENT 5

LPC 02-02-23
':("j)’ _ , RESOLUTYON _ *14 )

WHEREAS, the Community Redevelopment Law (Paxt I, Division 24, of the Heaith and

. Safety Code of the State of California) created the Redevelopment Agency of the

' City of Berkeley, which Agency i8 authorized to transact busingss and exercise its
pPovers pursuant to Resolution No, 38,310 N.S, of the Counci] of the City of Berkeley,
-adopted May 9, 1961 and Resolution No. 41,364 N.S. of the Council of the City of
Berkeley, adopted July 26, 1966, )

“WHERFAS, by Ordinance No. 4,271 N.S. adopted July 20, 1967, the said Council gave
" £inal approval to the Redevelopment Plan for the West Berkeley Industrial Paxk Project
Ares, which Plan and Project Area are described in said Ordinance; and, ’

WHEREAS, the RedavaIOpmenE Agency of the City of Berkeley has adopted variancs .
procedures by Resolution No, 172, dated July 10, 1962 .pyursuant to said Plan; and,

HHERRAS, Frank L, Spenger has filed an- application for variance dated November 2, '
1973, sald application attached hereto as Exhibit "AY; and

WHEREAS, the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Berkeley has conducted s hearing .
concexndng said applicatfon pursuant to said variance procedures; an?

WHERBAS, the Redevalopment Agency of the ity of Berkeley finds that a literal
interpretation and enforcement of the restrictions and limitations imposed by
‘the Redevelopment Plan with respect to the construction proposed in said variance
. application will result in unnecessary hardships for the prospective lessea,
f( ,) © . practical difficulties OF consequences inconsistent with the general purposes and
A " .intent of the Redevelopment Plan. C '

NOW, THEREPORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Redevelopment Agency of the Cliy of Berkelay
. that a variance be granted to Frank L. Spenger pursuant to the November 2, 1973
application for variance filed by said person, 5

BB IT FUﬁTHBR RESOLVED, that such granting of said variance shall be subject to the

following conditions: .

1. Said variance shall apply oﬁly to Frahk L. Spenger, and it shall become null
and void upon change of ovnmarship. ‘

2. PFrank L. Spenger shall complete, pursuant to the plans approved by the
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Berkeley, improvements designed to anhance
the appearance of the existing property in accordance with the provisions
‘of the adopted Redevelopment Plan. _ : .

3. PFrank L. Spenger shall operate and maintain the pfemises in accordance with
the provisions of the adopted Redevelopment Plan,

4. Prenk {. Spenger shall agree to execute an Owner Participation Agreement with\ﬁw-~
the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Berkeley prior t¢ issuance of & - —_—
‘building pexmit by the City of Berkeley for the proposed improvemants, /

3. ~The variance shall not become effective until the expiration of 30 days after
the filing of the notice required by Section 21108 and 21152 of Public Resources

. Code,
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FRANK SPENGER COMPANY
1919 FOURTH ET..FOOT OF UNIVERSITY AVENL]E
BERKtLEV. CALIFORNIA 894710

TELEPHONE (d18) 845-777]

February 6, 1974

1919~

\m“’fw/

Department of Public Works
City of Berkeley

2134 Grove Street
Berkeley, calif, 9l 704

Attn: Mr. William Dabja

e ——

o

. . Dear Mr. Dable: o S e

We are aware that the floor level af Spenger's is
below the projected fiood plain. This has been
condition which we have lived with fb(\Tizz’gge-des.

We prefer to build the new waiting area on the same
~level as the other public rooms to avoid the problems
. and liabilities of ramps and steps and assume the

risg‘oF possible flood damage,

"Very truly yours, ,
FRANK SPENGER COMPANY

L sk Aparae]

'Frank Spenger, Jr.

cc: Roy Dakes (Director of Public Works, City Halt
Allston & Grove, Berkeley 9h70h

John S. Atkins (Director, Inspection Services Department
‘ City Hall, Aliston & Grove, Berkeley

Rz Elvep
FEB - 71974
INSPECTION éERV:Cfs

LY
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(»\E . 7 ™an Checking Fee
e o B *. 1dg. Permit Fee
CITY OF BERKELEY rom__F
£l . -
Building inspection Department
APFLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT
Additions, Alteratiens and Repalrs .
Application i.l bereby made to the Building Inspection Depariment of thc'Clty of Betkeley .!nr-l’m:niu'lon to Add 1o, or Alter, or Repair & . . t;
Zroup. .f‘i‘- 5 . :TYDL y ;; : / Story; - : i Room Buﬂd‘:n
Present uae of building /2"7"':“ aly [des Families Rooms
Propoaed use of building Sa b b Fanilies Rooms
Located at LG2G = py 7D L /:?YI'A”H/(), /0
N rd‘:n pm\"i'slons of the Building Code will be tomplied with In the orection, alteration or repairing of said bullding whether specified
ereln or nof .
o
Valuetion of proposed work: Include al] labor and material wogea., ==

X PAGE ... .ot v comnsionn ISSUED BY

Building to be accupled as by.

WRITE PLAINLY FULL DESCMON OF WORK TO BE DONE
Small sketches may be drawe on the back of this sheet

Deeie FrloodA T LR SO ot Fa VW et )
b Bdrr @l 12 CAT LA E. L= Bt /o ¥ ter St tndato,
..... 8 b2l S 0 e B ool T . nfrak v,
...... Wotd o Mg td....on ... Frght Side.. Y . lrrda
elA‘l‘bdwc@..f?quaha/ S TN S P S Py
L S ~ YR VY S S

Nams of Owner ..fézd.&.&..qno"h; Lk /oa e Address d LT 4"7}’ hY 7_Tel phone B=2-07 4 3"
Address ..£ LD LenTuta 51T Kichinon d

Name of Architect or Designer../.f‘./%:...Qﬂz.{...ﬁ...

Name of Engincer Address . ,
| " N : S U
Name of Bullder .. e 4500 (onsl Lo Address ../..24.«..2...4.:.&.?5..21.T-lephoneé.C:..Z:.ﬁ.'Z€ {
lSt:iu License No. L339 732 : . Workmen's Conpensation Insurance P licy or :
- . T ’ : o L —— Certification Filed Yes. No
City of Berkeley License No. o .

Expires ..K.a/:a‘.f/,ﬂf..l. —.....ﬂt.'n..cu!,n,{..-:-. //(4./,574’/

W
1 ITereby agrex to save, indemnify and keep harmlesa the City of Berkeley ond/or by em;lzloym. ageinst olf Habilittes, Judgraents,

conts and expenzes which may i any wlss acerue against sald Chy in of the @ g of this permit, or from the use or octy.
pency of any sidewalk, street or sub-sidewali space by virtue thereof, and will i all things strictly comply with the conditions of this permit

end Ordinances of the City of Berkeley.

/5440/50?-(‘;!1.!7 N f/ia Ol M;@MM

Slgnature of Owmer, Agert or Bailder,

Fire Zone No. .. 1, D 2, D ...... 3.3 e s e

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY , —
S AGE 2

Permit No,

/?/? Y o - it L2 13 g~

Numbee Street Date lssued
BLOCK BOOKX NO. . ams

A
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USE PERMIT

APPLICATION NUMBER ' ' o
: ' ' = UP 7252 - ADMINISTRATIVE

EUGEN® ANGELL FOR SPENGER'S RESTAURANT
LOCATION - .

1819 - 4th STREET

USE PERMITTED

TO DEMOLISH A BUILDING AT THE NORTHEAST CORMER OF 4th STREET

AND UNIVERSITY AVENUE AND REPIACE IT WITH A BUILDING CONTAINING
' A MUSEUM, COCKYAIL LOUNGE AND WAITING AREA, :
GENERAL CONDITIONS

1. THAT ALL NECESSARY‘ PERMITS AND CLEARANCES SHALL BE OBTAINED FROM ALL CONCERNED
AGENCIES AND DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY, COUNTY, AND/OR.STATE;

2. 'THAT THE PLAN SUBMITTED WITH THE APPLICATION SHALL BE FOLLOWED AND THAT ALL
OF THE ASSURANCES AND COMMITMENTS CONTAINED IN THE ORIGINAL APPLICATION SHALL
BE MET EXCEPT AS THEY MAY BE MOBIFIED BY THE SPEC1AL CONDITIONS LISTED BELOW;

3. THAT THE RIGHTS GRANTED UNDER THIS USE PERMIT SHALL BE EXEKCISED NOI. LATER

THAN
Decembear 14, 1974
SPECIAL CONDITIONS

T R A it

THE USE PERMIT DESCRIBED HEREINABOVE HAS BEEN DULY GRANTED BY THE oning Offlcer’
" ON aﬁURSUANT TO IHE AUTHORITY CONTAINED TN CHAPTHS r%‘, ORDINANCE
3018 N.s.jeefbebutte SHANANCE OF THE CITY OF BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA, AND THE VOTER -
MANDATED ORDINANCE KNOWN AS THE NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION ORDINANCE, AND ALL OF THE

FINDINGS RFQUIRED BY THE SAID ORDINANCES WAVE BEEN MADE.

men iy b

{ ): DATE December 14, 1973 » o Robert B, Humphrey

\ : ZONING OFFICER, CITY OF BERKELEY ©
; ' SECRETARY, BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS = .
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USE PERMIT 7252 DECEMBER 14, 1973

1919 ~ 4th STRERT

Ebgene F. Angell, Architect, has made application fof Spenger's restaurant to
demolish a building at ths northeast corner of 4th Street and University Avenue

and repdace it with a building containing a museum, cocktail lounge and walting area.
Use Permit is reqnired by section 12,1 .0f the zoning ordinance for expansion of the
commercial use in the M District,

The naw building will contéin 5000 square feaet replacing the building currently
occupied by the florist and glft shop to provide more waiting area for patrons of
the existing dining erea of the restaurant. It will not result in additional dining
facilities, but allow this old, establishad Berkeley eating place to afford bettar
service to customers,. The Parking area to the rear will not be affacted, :

The property lies in the West Berkaley Redevelopmant Project Area, and the Berkeley
Radevelopment Agency also has jurisdiction, Variances have baen requested and granted
by the Agency from the vequirement for an average 10' getback from street property
lines, conditional upon improvements in lendscaping and design of the main parking
areas, :

The Board of Ad justments was consulted and under the'circumstances,-agreed to handling
of the matter as an administrative use permit. The proposal is not enfironmentally

- significant or harmful and a negative declaration will be filed. An Environmental

Impact Report has been filad for the larger redsvelopment project,

it 1e determined that the proposal will not be detrimental and the Use Permit is
hereby approved, '

Robert B, Humphrey
Zoning Officer

sy
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:\h_ ). R h ' : . . Draft ,Nov, 3}f1972

. 3, A variance is requésted from Article v, Paragraph -G, .Subparagraph 1,
' Ordinance 4271'N.S, to allow: : : _ , :

‘The following building lines which are located less than 10 feet from
tha street right-of-way line to vemain: '

8. The west wall of the restaurant,

b. The east wall of the warehouse fronting on 5th Street,
¢. The north wall of the post office Building.'

d.” .The north wall of the car wash building.

“he A vé&iance-is justified by the following unnecessary hardship, practical difficulties,
or consequéntes inconsistent with the general purposes of the Plan,

"8, The relocation of the existing west wall would cause a major disruption to the
existing operation and also change its exlsting historical appeararice,

Agreement has been reached not to reduce the present 12 foot sidewalk to the
6 foot standard of the Industrial Park Plan, This will allow for better

x .- - tree planting and more imaginative landscaping techniques to be used as

( i) ) Indicated in the enclosed Landscaping Plan, o ' ’

b. The east wall of the warehouse frontage on 5th Street 1z set back about
five feet and only Eakesrup approximately 25 percent of the total lineal
Sth Street frontage., Consideration will be made to balance off the present
setback discrépancy in any future development,

¢, The present tenants' lease runs to July 15, 1974 and any change in the location
of the north wall would adversely effect all parties concerned,

The wall was especially located to provide for the main public space and
entrance for this tenant in this custom-designed building. This variance to be
restricted to the preseat use, ' )
d. A prohibitively high cost for plumbing and mechanical alterations would result
‘ relative to the cost incurred in relocating the north wood frame wall of the
car wash building, ' ‘ - . '

Taking into consideration the reported low rating of the bullding condition
and the above mentioned costs it 1s thercfore proposed that the existing .
operation in its present form and location would be phased out in the
future development plan,
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