
Health and Safety Protocols for In-Person Meetings of 

Berkeley Boards and Commissions 

February 2023 

The policy below applies to in-person meetings of Berkeley Boards and Commissioners 

held in accordance with the Government Code (Brown Act) after the end of the State-

declared emergency on February 28, 2023.  

Issued By: City Manager’s Office 

Date: February 14, 2023 

I. Vaccination Status

All attendees are encouraged to be fully up to date on their vaccinations,

including any boosters for which they are eligible.

II. Health Status Precautions

For members of the public who are feeling sick, including but not limited to

cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever or chills, muscle or body

aches, vomiting or diarrhea, or new loss of taste or smell, it is recommended that

they do not attend the meeting in-person as a public health precaution. In these

cases, the public may submit comments in writing in lieu of attending in-person.

If an in-person attendee has been in close contact, as defined below, with a
person who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the past five days, they are
advised to wear a well-fitting mask (N95s, KN95s, KF94s are best), test for
COVID-19 3-5 days from last exposure, and consider submitting comments in
writing in lieu of attending in-person.

Close contact is defined as someone sharing the same indoor airspace, e.g.,
home, clinic waiting room, airplane, etc., for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or
more over a 24-hour period within 2 days before symptoms of the infected
person appear (or before a positive test for asymptomatic individuals); or having
contact with COVID-19 droplets (e.g., being coughed on while not wearing
recommended personal protective equipment).

A voluntary sign-in sheet will be available at the meeting entry for in-person
attendees. This will assist with contact tracing in case of COVID-19 contact
resulting from the meeting.

Members of City Commissions are encouraged to take a rapid COVID-19 test on
the day of the meeting.
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III. Face Coverings/Mask

Face coverings or masks that cover both the nose and mouth are encouraged for

all commissioners, staff, and attendees at an in-person City Commission

meeting. Face coverings will be provided by the City and available for attendees

to use at the meeting. Members of Commissions, city staff, and the public are

encouraged to wear a mask at all times, except when speaking publicly from the

dais or at the public comment podium, although masking is encouraged even

when speaking.

IV. Physical Distancing

Currently, there are no physical distancing requirements in place by the State of

California or the Local Health Officer for an indoor event similar to a Commission

meeting.

Audience seating capacity will be at regular allowable levels per the Fire Code.

Capacity limits will be posted at the meeting location. However, all attendees are

requested to be respectful of the personal space of other attendees. An area of

the public seating area will be designated as “distanced seating” to

accommodate persons that need to distance for personal health reasons.

Distancing will be implemented for the dais as space allows.

V. Protocols for Teleconference Participation by Commissioners

Upon the repeal of the state-declared emergency, all standard Brown Act

requirements will be in effect for Commissioners participating remotely due to an

approved ADA accommodation. For Commissioners participating remotely, the

agenda must be posted at the remote location, the remote location must be

accessible to the public, and the public must be able to participate and give

public comment from the remote location.

• A Commissioner at a remote location will follow the same health and safety

protocols as in-person meetings.

• A Commissioner at a remote location may impose reasonable capacity

limits at their location.

VI. Hand Washing/Sanitizing

Hand sanitizing stations are available at the meeting locations. The bathrooms

have soap and water for handwashing.

VII. Air Flow/Circulation/Sanitizing

Air filtration devices are used at all meeting locations. Window ventilation may be

used if weather conditions allow.
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