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E-mail: manager@ci.berkeley.ca.us 

Public Works Engineering Div. 

M E M O R A N D U M

Date: March 22, 2023 

To: Landmarks Preservation Commission  

From: Farid Javandel, Deputy Director, Public Works 

Subject: Hopkins Corridor Improvements Project – Request for Comments 

Public Works is planning improvements on Hopkins Street between San Pablo Avenue and 

Sutter Street. The project will maintain the historical features of the City Landmark North Brae 

Improvements, including the pinkish-colored sidewalk pavement at the intersection of Hopkins 

Street and the Alameda (please see attached rendering).  

This is an informational memo being provided to the Landmarks Preservation Commission at 

the request of City Council to ensure that the Commission has seen the proposed plans and 

been given an opportunity to provide comments to the design team so that the roadway 

improvements can support the aesthetic character of the historic elements in this area to the 

extent feasible. The project is in the public right of way, not on a City owned property like the 

North Branch Library, so it does not require any kind of permits. As a roadway maintenance 

and pedestrian and bicyclsit safety project, this work is also categorically exempt from CEQA. 

The construction activities associated with the project will only need routine administrative 

approval from Public Works’ Engineering Division. 

The improvements at the intersection of Hopkins and the Alameda will make it safer for people 

to cross the street and reduce conflicts between drivers, pedestrians, people with disabilities 

and bike riders. Specifically, the improvements include new ADA curb ramps, left-turn traffic 

signal heads and sidewalk bulb-outs on all four corners, all of which reduce pedestrian 

exposure and the likelihood of a walker or other vulnerable road user being in a collision with 

a vehicle. At this intersection, Hopkins Street and the Alameda are each 60-feet wide. The 

safety improvements will make Hopkins 38-feet wide and the Alameda 48-feet wide, a much 

shorter crossing for pedestrians. The project will remove the traffic islands installed six years 

ago at this intersection, and the new bulb-outs on the west side of Hopkins and the Alameda 

will preserve the existing historic columns.  

Public Works’ plans ensure that all replaced and new sidewalk concrete will match the existing 

rose-colored concrete in this historic area. The sidewalk and curb line will be extended on all 
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four corners of the intersection, shorterning pedestrian crossings and improving safety. In 

some areas, this will allow the expansion of existing planting areas. 

The Hopkins Corridor project is a Complete Streets and Green Infrastructure project. The 

pavement will undergo a complete reconstruction for most of the corridor. The length of the 

project also includes pedestrian and bicyclist safety improvements, transit improvements and 

landscaping improvements. The landscaping will help reduce pollution from stormwater 

discharge. The project is in the final design phase, with a tentative construction date of 

Summer 2023.  

Please contact me with any questions. 

 
Attachments: 

1. Conceptual The Alameda Intersection rendering 

2. CEQA Notice of Exemption 
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930 Estudillo Street

Martinez, California  94553-1620

(925) 228-4218   Fax (925) 228-4638

www.lcc-inc.com

ENGINEERING & SURVEYING, INC.
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