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CONSENT CALENDAR
May 23, 2023

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Councilmember Wengraf (Author), Mayor Arreguín (Co-Sponsor), 
Councilmember Taplin (Co-Sponsor), Councilmember Hahn (Co-Sponsor)

Subject: Support for H.R.603 - HEAL Act

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution in support of H.R.603 (Gottheimer) - Holocaust Education and 
Antisemitism Lessons Act or the HEAL Act and send it to the author, Rep. Josh 
Gottheimer, with copies to Rep. Kathy Manning, Rep. Barbara Lee and Senator Dianne 
Feinstein. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None.

BACKGROUND
H.R. 603, a bipartisan bill with over 100 co-sponsors would direct the Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. to conduct a study on Holocaust education 
efforts in public schools nationwide. The study would determine which states and school 
districts require or do not require Holocaust education in their curriculum and which offer 
optional Holocaust education. The study would identify standards and requirements 
schools mandate on Holocaust education, the types and quality of instructional 
materials used to teach, and the approaches used by schools to assess what students 
learn. The Holocaust Memorial Museum would report the results of the study to 
Congress.

There is mounting evidence that knowledge about the Holocaust is beginning to fade. 
A 2020 survey1 measuring Holocaust awareness in the U.S. found that roughly two-
thirds of those asked did not know how many Jewish people died. The survey of 
Americans between 18 and 40 also found that 48% could not name one concentration 
camp or ghetto. 

According to recent analysis2, a majority of U.S. states do not have laws requiring public 
school students to learn about the horrors of the Holocaust.

1 Most states lack laws requiring Holocaust and genocide education (axios.com)
2 Ibid.
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Congressmember and lead sponsor, Josh Gottheimer (NJ-5) said of the bill, “We all 
have an obligation to teach future generations about this evil. We have an obligation to 
try to heal our communities. We have an obligation to teach about this stain of hatred, 
so that it never happens ever again.” 

Congressmember Bonnie Watson Coleman (NJ-12) stated, "At a time when the 
teaching of history is under attack, the lessons of the Holocaust are more urgent now 
than ever before.” She added that, “Antisemitism is experiencing a frightening 
resurgence in the United States and across the globe. Recent remarks by well-known 
public figures threaten to stoke the same fires of hate that brought the Nazi Party to 
power and resulted in genocide.”

Congressmember Kathy Manning (NC-6) proclaimed, “It is vitally important to teach 
students about the history of the Holocaust and antisemitism and to empower them to 
recognize and confront hate whenever they see it. As we face rising antisemitism, it is 
critical to expand education nationwide about the history and unique nature of 
antisemitism, the conspiracy theories and scapegoating that have incited hatred and 
violence for centuries, and led to the Holocaust. Education and understanding are a 
critical antidote to the spreading of misinformation and hate,” 

The City of Berkeley has a deep commitment to recognizing and understanding the 
importance of Holocaust history and education in efforts to combat rising antisemitism. 
For the past twenty years the City has supported an annual Holocaust Remembrance 
Day Program for community members. Berkeley was also instrumental in the United 
Against Hate Campaign, initiated in 2017, in response to white supremacist rallies in the 
region. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
No direct impact on environmental sustainability.

CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Wengraf Council District 6 510-981-7160

Attachments: 
1: Resolution 
2: H.R.603 - HEAL Act
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

SUPPORT FOR H.R. 603 - HEAL ACT

WHEREAS, there is mounting evidence that knowledge about the Holocaust is 
beginning to fade; and

WHEREAS, the Anti-Defamation League found Antisemitic Incidents in the U.S. at their 
highest number in 2021 since they started tracking in 1979; and

WHEREAS, the majority of states in the U.S. do not have laws requiring public school 
students to learn about the horrors of the Holocaust; and 

WHEREAS, Congresswoman Kathie Manning (NC-6) eloquently stated, “As we face 
rising antisemitism, it is critical to expand education nationwide about the history and 
unique nature of antisemitism, the conspiracy theories and scapegoating that have 
incited hatred and violence for centuries, and led to the Holocaust”; and

WHEREAS, the HEAL Act will direct the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum to 
conduct a study on current Holocaust education efforts in the U.S and provide the report 
to Congress as a first step.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that it 
unanimously supports H.R. 603 – Holocaust Education and Antisemitism Lessons Act 
(HEAL Act).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Berkeley held its 20th Annual Holocaust 
Remembrance Day Program on April 16, 2023 to honor survivors, remember those who 
perished and remind us all to never forget the atrocities nor let them happen again.  

Exhibits 
A: City of Berkeley's 20th Annual Holocaust Remembrance Day Program: 
https://youtu.be/texUkWVoHIc 
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