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CONSENT CALENDAR
June 6, 2023

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Councilmember Wengraf (Author), Councilmember Harrison (Co-Sponsor), 
Councilmember Hahn (Co-Sponsor), Councilmember Bartlett (Co-Sponsor)

Subject: Support for SB-233 (Skinner)

RECOMMENDATION
Approve a letter to Senator Skinner in support of SB-233 (Skinner) Electric vehicles and 
electric vehicle supply equipment: bidirectional capability, and send copies to 
Assemblymember Wicks and Governor Newsom. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None.

BACKGROUND
SB-233 would require all new electric vehicles (EVs), beginning in model year 2027, 
and electric vehicle service equipment sold in California after January 1, 2027 to be 
capable of bidirectional charging, with limited exceptions. The bill’s new definition of 
bidirectional charging means charging capability that enables an electric vehicle to be 
charged by the electrical grid, or to discharge stored battery energy to the electrical grid 
or to serve an adjacent home or building. 

Authored by Senator Nancy Skinner and sponsored by The Climate Center and the 
Union of Concerned Scientists, SB 233 aims to make bidirectional charging for EVs the 
norm ahead of the mandate to make all new cars and light trucks sold in the state be 
electric by 2035.

The bill requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development 
Commission, in consultation with the State Air Resources Board, on or before June 30, 
2024, to convene a stakeholder workgroup to examine challenges and opportunities 
associated with using an electric vehicle as a mobile battery to power a home or 
building or providing electricity to the electrical grid. It would also require the Energy 
Commission, in consultation with the stakeholder workgroup, on or before January 1, 
2025, to submit a report to the Governor and Legislature that includes specified 
information related to the bidirectional capability of electric vehicles and electric vehicle 
service equipment.
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Bidirectional charging makes it possible for electric vehicles to become “batteries on 
wheels” — capable of using the energy stored in their batteries to back up the power 
grid, homes, and businesses.

According to the California Energy Commission, the state expects to have 8 million 
electric vehicles on the road by 2030. Currently, only a small fraction of California’s 
electric vehicle fleet has bidirectional capability. By requiring that most EVs sold by 
2027 are bidirectional, California can harness the momentum of a market moving swiftly 
toward an electrified future.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Bidirectional charging is an essential component to vehicle-to-grid (V2G) integration 
which provides grid resiliency by turning EV batteries into mobile storage. V2G 
accelerates EV adoption by lowering the total cost of ownership by enabling EV owners 
to earn revenue through electricity exports during times when the grid is under stress. 
V2G is also essential to keep the cost of energy equitable while supporting EV 
deployment.

CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Wengraf Council District 6 510-981-7160

Attachments: 
1: Letter of Support
2: SB-233 as amended 
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June 6, 2023

The Honorable Nancy Skinner
California State Senate
State Capitol, Suite 8630
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB-233 (Skinner) Electric vehicles and electric vehicle supply equipment: 
bidirectional capability 
Support from the Berkeley City Council

Dear Senator Skinner:

On behalf of the Berkeley City Council, I want to express our support for SB-233 
(Skinner) Electric vehicles and electric vehicle supply equipment: bidirectional 
capability. 

SB233, addresses an urgent and important crisis in electricity reliability. 

SB233 will enable California to address multiple challenges at once through harnessing 
the untapped battery storage capacity of electric vehicles (EVs). The electrification of 
transportation creates a once-in-a-generation opportunity for EVs to not only 
decarbonize transportation, but also keep the lights on during power outages, lower 
energy bills for Californians, and make our electricity system more reliable on a daily 
basis. EVs capable of bidirectional charging can store abundant renewable energy 
when it is available and provide power back to the grid at peak times when it is most 
needed.

Thank you for your leadership on this important policy topic.

Sincerely,

Susan Wengraf
Councilmember
City of Berkeley

CC: Assembly Member Buffy Wicks
Governor Newsom
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