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MEMORANDUM 

July 27, 2023 

To: Claudia Garcia and Samantha Updegrave, Principal Planners 
Cc: Design Review Committee 

From:  Anne Burns, Senior Planner - Design Review 

Subject: DRC Recommendation for Committee Landscape Architect Position 

The Design Review Committee (DRC) currently has one vacancy.  Under BMC Section 
23.402.060, this is one of three professional positions appointed by the Board for Committee 
members from the Berkeley community at large, and not a specific Board or Commission.  I 
include BMC Section 23.402.060 on the second page for reference to the specific members 
required on the Committee.  The link below to the current Committee Roster shows members 
appointed by ZAB as well as other Commissions. 

https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/External%20Roster%2006-22-23.pdf 

DRC’s selection subcommittee recently interviewed Mary Muszynski for this position and made 
a favorable recommendation to the whole committee at their June meeting this past month.  
The DRC endorsed the subcommittee’s recommendation to fill the vacancy with Mary.  I attach 
her application for your reference. 

Mary has been a licensed landscape architect for over 20 years and holds a Master’s of 
Landscape Architecture from the Graduate School of Design, Harvard University and a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts from the Corcoran School of the Arts and Design at The George 
Washington University.  She is the founder of Landible, an eco-supportive landscape 
architecture and art practice.  Her practice specializes in landscape architecture informed by 
site-specific art practices. 

Mary welcomes the opportunity to work collaboratively with her fellow Committee members, 
architects, landscape architects and developers and to offer her professional design expertise 
in service to Berkeley. Her strong desire to contribute to good design in this City will make her 
a valuable member of the DRC. 

The Committee requests that we forward their recommendation on for the Board’s immediate 
consideration and appointment to the DRC. 
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23.402.060  Design Review Committee 

A. Established. The City shall establish and maintain a Design Review Committee (DRC) to 
review and approve the design of development projects in accordance with Section 23.406.070 
- Design Review. 

B. Composition. 

1. The DRC shall consist of seven members, as follows: 

(a) Two members of the Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB). 

(b) One member of the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC). 

(c) One member of the Civic Arts Commission (CAC). 

(d) Three members of the public who are Berkeley residents. 

2. DRC members from boards and commissions shall be appointed by their respective 
bodies, and members of the public shall be appointed by the ZAB. 

3. DRC membership shall include at least two-licensed architects, one licensed 
landscape architect, and two laypersons (persons who are neither a planning or design 
professional nor an expert in the fields of land use planning, architecture, or landscape 
architecture). 
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