
1947 Center St, 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704  Tel: 510.981.6400  TDD: 510.981.6903  Fax: 510.981-7060 
Email: PWEngineering@berkeleyca.gov  

Public Works Engineering Division 

M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: October 5, 2023 
To: Landmarks Preservation Commission 
From: Terrence Salonga, P.E., Associate Civil Engineer, Department of Public Works 

Subject: Piedmont Pedestrian Safety Improvements – Request for Courtesy 
Review of proposed work within the City Landmark Olmsted Landscape Design 

Current Situation 

Public Works is planning improvements on the traffic circle at Piedmont Avenue and 
Channing Way, and is seeking a courtesy review regarding the potential impacts to a 
historic resource. The project aims to improve pedestrian safety by upgrading signage 
and striping, and installing curbed medians and pedestrian island refuges at all four 
quadrants of the traffic circle. The proposed improvement plan is included in Attachment 
1 and an illustrated version of the site plan is Attachment 2.   

Background 

Piedmont Avenue Parkway, between the transition to Gayley Road on the north and 
the intersection with Dwight Way on the south, is a feature which received City of 
Berkeley Landmark designation status in 1990 (No. 126).  The curvilinear design of the 
street layout is attributed to landscape architect Fredrick Law Olmsted.  The designation 
Notice of Decision is provided as Attachment 4. The proposed project design will not 
alter the curvilinear nature of Piedmont Ave, which is considered a character-defining 
feature of its Landmark designation. 

The scope of work for the proposed project is located entirely in the public right-of-way, 
so it does not require any City permits. Pursuant to Berkeley Municipal Code §3.24.310, 
the Commission may render advice and guidance with respect to any work not requiring 
a City permit on a designated landmark site or in a designated historic district. 
Additionally, the plans have been through the internal review process, including a 
review for emergency vehicle access by the Berkeley Fire Department. This work is 
also categorically exempt from CEQA as a pedestrian safety project. 
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Currently, the intersection at Piedmont Avenue and Channing Way presents two 
primary concerns for pedestrians due to its design as a roundabout. First, the 
crosswalks expose pedestrians to traffic for extended periods about 60 to 70 feet on 
the east and west sides and 120 to 130 feet on the north and south sides. Second, the 
crosswalks along Piedmont Ave. are close to active traffic lanes, offering only about 15 
feet of clearance from the curb's face to the crosswalk's edge. The lack of stop control 
or signalization means drivers rely on their judgment to yield, potentially leading to 
increased risk for pedestrians.  

Project Rationale 

Introducing curbed medians, pedestrian island refuges, updated signage, and 
additional striping aims to address these safety concerns effectively. By reducing the 
unprotected distance pedestrians must traverse, these enhancements provide a safer 
environment for crossing. The vertical barriers offered by the curbed medians and the 
low-profile lane delineators act as dual-purpose safety elements: deterring vehicles 
from drifting into the crosswalk, and naturally prompting drivers to mind their speed 
around the traffic circle.  Advanced yield striping and signage provide drivers with early 
warning for potential pedestrian crossings.  Portions of curb at the existing north and 
south medians will be reconstructed with minimally altered curvature in order to 
accommodate the new abutting pedestrian island refuges and maintain positive surface 
drainage; however, the materials of the curbs themselves are not of historically 
significance as they were replaced in their entirety in 2006.  Collectively, these 
modifications substantially improve the safety and functionality of the intersection for 
pedestrians and drivers, keeping the Landmark characteristics of Piedmont Avenue 
intact. 

Next Steps 

The project is in the final design phase and targets construction in early 2024. At this 
time, Public Works is seeking input from the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission regarding the potential of the proposed project to cause any 
adverse impacts on the historic resource.  We welcome any questions or feedback 
you may have and are committed to working closely with the Landmark Preservation 
Commission to ensure this essential safety project meets the standards that our 
community values while protecting the City Landmark. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Attachments: 
1. Piedmont Circle Traffic Calming Improvement Plans
2. Illustrated Site Plan
3. Photo renderings and product specifications
4. Piedmont Avenue Landmark Designation Record

ITEM #6 
LPC 2023-10-05

mailto:PWEngineering@berkeleyca.gov


2395 PIEDMONT AVE

2401 PIEDMONT AVE

2739

CHANNING
WAY

P
IE

D
M

O
N

T
 A

V
E

(N
O

R
T

H
B

O
U

N
D

)

CHANNING WAY

P
IE

D
M

O
N

T
 A

V
E

(S
O

U
T

H
B

O
U

N
D

)

P
IE

D
M

O
N

T
 A

V
E

(N
O

R
T

H
B

O
U

N
D

)

P
IE

D
M

O
N

T
 A

V
E

(S
O

U
T

H
B

O
U

N
D

)
CHANNING WAY

3
27 SF

3
18 SF

318 SF

3
18 SF

20'

2
0
'

2
0
'

4

3

11

13'

6
'

6
13 LF

2
'

13'

6
'

2
'

12'

TYP

14'

TYP

2 TYP

2TYP

2TYP

2 TYP

4

11

8
18 LF

9
14 LF

8
26 LF

10
16 LF

8
31 LF

9
37 LF

8
20 LF

10
29 LF

8
31 LF

9
147 LF

TOTAL

9
132 LF

TOTAL

4

±10'

±
8
'

±10'

±
8
'

±8'PARKINGAISLE

±21'

8'
PARKINGAISLE

±8'

PARKING

AISLE

±26'

±27'

±
1
6
'

±
1
6
'

±17'

±
8
'

P
A

R
K

IN
G

A
IS

L
E

±
5
'

B
IK

E

L
A

N
E

±
9
'

±
1
6
'

±
8
'

P
A

R
K

IN
G

A
IS

L
E

±
1
0
'

±
1
0
'

±
8
'

P
A

R
K

IN
G

A
IS

L
E

±17'

±17'

±
2
0
'

±
2
0
'

±
2
1
'

±
2
0
'

3

11

4

11

5

L1

L2

C1L3

C3
C4

L4

C
5

C6C7
C8

C10

C11

L
5

L6

C12

L
7

C13

L8
C14

C
1
5

C16

L
9

C17

C18

C19
C20

L
1
0

C2

C
9

C21

TAG

C1

C2

C3

C4

L1

L2

L3

LENGTH

0.87'

0.74'

5.80'

0.80'

176.12'

0.55'

5.85'

BEARING / DELTA

099°07'34"

170°27'08"

001°30'20"

091°55'38"

N76°27'21"W

S05°00'08"E

N75°52'18"E

RADIUS

0.50'

0.25'

220.80'

0.50'

TAG

C5

C6

C7

C8

C9

C10

C11

L4

LENGTH

9.47'

1.65'

21.02'

7.29'

7.29'

22.71'

1.95'

138.91'

BEARING / DELTA

004°31'14"

094°34'02"

006°42'53"

168°07'34"

168°07'34"

003°24'05"

111°55'53"

N72°42'19"W

RADIUS

119.99'

1.00'

179.37'

2.49'

2.49'

382.51'

1.00'

MEDIAN 1

MEDIAN 2

TAG

C12

C13

C14

C15

C16

L5

L6

L7

L8

LENGTH

0.71'

0.61'

0.97'

23.16'

0.90'

61.80'

16.27'

15.24'

16.30'

BEARING / DELTA

081°34'43"

070°00'30"

111°14'29"

006°18'20"

103°28'29"

N02°18'55"E

N69°31'43"E

N12°03'09"W

N82°03'39"W

RADIUS

0.50'

0.50'

0.50'

210.48'

0.50'

MEDIAN 3

TAG

C17

C18

C19

C20

C21

L9

L10

LENGTH

25.87'

2.91'

26.15'

1.83'

1.74'

79.13'

8.62'

BEARING / DELTA

004°48'32"

166°47'01"

006°45'33"

104°50'56"

099°56'07"

N23°56'57"E

N12°37'37"W

RADIUS

308.28'

1.00'

221.65'

1.00'

1.00'

MEDIAN 42400 PIEDMONT AVE

MEDIAN 1

MEDIAN 2

MEDIAN 3

MEDIAN 4

4

8
28 LF

8
20 LF

11

11

11

11

3'

TYP

3'

TYP

12

7 3 LF

7
3 LF 6 13 LF

7
17 LF

6
6 LF

Graphic Scale (in feet)

0

1 inch = 10 ft.

10

KEYNOTES
PROTECT IN PLACE EX. UTILITY (INCLUDING BOXES, PIPES,

OVERHEAD WIRE, GUY ANCHORS, ETC AND ANY OTHER

APPURTENANCES)

PLASTIC LANE DELINEATORS (ZICLA ZIPPER BAB OR

APPROVED EQUAL), SEE DETAIL 5 , SHEET 11

YIELD LINE (SOLID WHITE) PER CALTRANS STD PLAN A24E

PEDESTRIAN MEDIAN BARRIER PER DETAIL 4, SHEET 11

ADJUST MONUMENT LID FLUSH WITH CONCRETE

PER COB STD PLAN 8090

MODIFIED CURB AND 1 FOOT GUTTER PER COB STD PLAN 8145

STANDARD CURB AND 1 FOOT GUTTER PER COB STD PLAN

8145

MODIFIED NO PASSING ZONES-TWO DIRECTION PER DETAIL 22,

STANDARD PLAN A20A (4" YELLOW)

12" WIDE LIMIT LINE PER STANDARD PLAN A24E

6" WHITE LINE

REMOVE AND DISPOSE EXISTING R1-2 SIGN,

MOUNT NEW R1-5 SIGN PER CAMUTCD

ADJUST WATER VALVE POT TO FINISHED SURFACE PER

EBMUD STD 321-EA, SEE SHEET 12
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NOTES

1. CONTRACTOR SHALL MAINTAIN CLEARANCES FOR FIRE APPARATUSES AT ALL TIMES.

SHOULD ANY WORK LIMIT FIRE ACCESS, CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE TWO BUSINESS

DAYS NOTICE TO BERKELEY FIRE DEPARTMENT (BFD). CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE

ALTERNATE ACCESS PLANS TO BFD FOR APPROVAL PRIOR TO LIMITING ACCESS.

2. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROTECT IN PLACE ALL FIRE HYDRANTS AND MAINTAIN FIRE

ACCESS AT ALL TIMES. HYDRANT AT NORTHEAST QUADRANT OF THE INTERSECTION.
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Existing Condition at Channing Crosswalk (West)

Existing Condition at Piedmont Crosswalk (North)

Low Profile Delineators (aka ZICLA Zippers)

Island Refuge Example (not in Berkeley)

Island Refuge Example (Sacramento St at University Dr)
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Photo Renderings for Piedmont Pedestrian Safety Improvements
September 27, 2023
City of Berkeley Public Works Engineering





ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 1 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 2 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 3 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 4 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 5 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 6 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 7 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 8 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 9 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 10 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 11 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 12 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 13 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 14 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 15 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 16 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 17 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 18 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 19 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 20 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 21 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 22 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 23 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 24 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 25 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 26 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 27 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 28 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 29 of 30



ITEM #6 - ATTACHMENT 4 
LPC 2023-10-05 

Page 30 of 30


	2023-10-05_LPC_Item 6_Memo_Piedmont Circle
	Subject: Piedmont Pedestrian Safety Improvements – Request for Courtesy Review of proposed work within the City Landmark Olmsted Landscape Design
	Attachments:
	1. Piedmont Circle Traffic Calming Improvement Plans
	2. Illustrated Site Plan
	3. Photo renderings and product specifications
	4. Piedmont Avenue Landmark Designation Record

	2023-10-05_LPC_Item 6_ATT1_Piedmont Circle_Traffic Plans
	2023-10-05_LPC_Item 6_ATT2_Piedmont Circle_Site Plan
	2023-10-05_LPC_Item 6_ATT3_Piedmont Circle_Photo Renderings
	2023-10-05_LPC_Item 6_ATT4_Piedmont Circle_Landmark Designation



