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CONSENT CALENDAR
November 14, 2023

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Councilmember Wengraf (Author), Mayor Arreguin (Co-Sponsor)

Subject: Memorandum of Understanding for East Bay Hills Regional Wildfire Prevention 
and Coordination 

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a resolution authorizing the City of Berkeley to enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with other jurisdictions in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties to 
form a Wildfire Prevention Coordinating Group (WPCG) to improve regionwide 
collaboration to reduce wildfire risk.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
The City of Berkeley previously contributed $4,000 as its share of funding for the 
creation of the MOU. WPCG members may implement dues to fund activities if agreed 
to by 100% of WPCG members.

CURRENT SITUATION
The WPCG’s primary purpose will be to provide regional coordination among elected 
officials and policy support to fire chiefs and their staff to support:

 the development of model fire codes, and

 joint plans to reduce flammable vegetation and replace it with wildfire resistant 
vegetation where appropriate, and

 to identify and apply for state, federal or other funds to assist with wildfire risk 
mitigation activities, and

 to support planning for wildfire evacuations and response, especially where 
efforts cross jurisdictional boundaries between one or more of the Participating 
Agencies, and 

 to work cooperatively to influence legislation at the State level to mitigate wildfire 
risk and to make wildfire safety a priority.

BACKGROUND
The risk of catastrophic wildfire is growing due to changing conditions driven by climate 
change. The Camp Fire, which swept through the town of Paradise in 2018, causing 85 
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deaths and destroying more than 18,000 buildings, was the deadliest and most 
destructive wildfire in California’s history. The wildfire that swept across parts of Maui, 
destroying much of Lahaina on August 8, 2023, killed at least 97 people, making it one 
of the deadliest in the nation.  

Wildfires can be so intense that the Berkeley Fire Department now advises residents in 
the Berkeley Hills to leave their homes in advance of Extreme Fire Weather, when 
forecasted wind speeds, temperature and low humidity produce especially risky 
conditions in Berkeley. A wildfire that gains enough momentum during these extreme 
conditions is virtually unstoppable until winds change. Embers flying ahead of a 
firestorm can easily ignite homes in areas of Berkeley outside of the hills. This occurred 
during the 2017 Tubbs Fire which raced through the Coffey Park neighborhood in Santa 
Rosa. 

Given the growing danger of wildfire, a regional approach to mitigating risk is practical. 
Wildfire does not respect geographic boundaries so coordination and collaboration 
between jurisdictions is essential. City Council adopted a resolution on September 14, 
2021 in support of considering a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) of more than 20 
municipalities, counties, and fire districts in the East Bay Hills to facilitate coordination of 
wildfire safety and prevention.  

For the past three years, Councilmember Wengraf, Mayor Arreguín and Fire 
Department Staff attended meetings to discuss the creation of a Joint Powers Authority. 
During those discussions, consensus grew that a JPA, which would create a new 
government entity, was unnecessary. Instead, participants agreed to establish a 
coordinating group via a MOU. A smaller working group was established to draft the 
MOU. Berkeley was well represented in the working group.

On June 28, 2023, public officials representing 28 jurisdictions met to discuss the final 
draft of the MOU. Since, the City Attorney, Fire Chief, Mayor and Councilmember 
Wengraf have all reviewed and approved the MOU. The next step is for Council to 
approve the MOU.  

After approval of the MOU by all participating agencies, the first meeting of the new 
Wildfire Prevention and Coordination Group (WPCG) will be scheduled.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Wildfire has an enormously negative impact on environmental sustainability and climate 
change. The World Health Organization states that, “Wildfire smoke is a mixture of 
hazardous air pollutants, such PM2.5, NO2, ozone, aromatic hydrocarbons, or lead. In 
addition to contaminating the air with toxic pollutants, wildfires also simultaneously 
impact the climate by releasing large quantities of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases into the atmosphere.” This regional MOU to coordinate wildfire prevention 
strategies will reduce the chances of catastrophic wildfire in the East Bay Hills. 

CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Wengraf Council District 6 510-981-7160
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Attachments: 
1: Resolution 
2: MOU for adoption
3: 2021.0914 Resolution Expressing Conceptual Support for JPA
2: List of all attendees at the June 28 Stakeholders meeting
3: Presentation from the June 28 meeting
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

EAST BAY HILLS REGIONAL WILDFIRE PREVENTION AND COORDINATION MOU

WHEREAS, the risk of catastrophic wildfire is growing due to changing conditions driven 
by climate change; and

WHEREAS, wildfire’s frequency and intensity demand regional wildfire prevention 
strategies and actions to keep residents safe; and

WHEREAS, the Berkeley City Council adopted a resolution on September 14, 2021 in 
support of considering a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) among more than 20 
municipalities, counties, and fire districts in the East Bay Hills to facilitate coordination of 
wildfire safety and prevention; and

WHEREAS, Councilmember Wengraf, Mayor Arreguín and Fire Department staff 
attended these meetings, ultimately agreeing to establish a coordinating group, the 
Wildfire Prevention Coordinating Group, via a Memorandum of Understanding as an 
alternate structure to a JPA.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Berkeley approves 
the Memorandum of Understanding for Coordination of Wildfire Prevention Activities to 
Protect the East Bay Hills in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.

Exhibits 
A: MOU
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