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CONSENT CALENDAR
May 7, 2024

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager

Submitted by: Mark Numainville, City Clerk

Subject: Designate Ballot Measure Argument Authors – Initiative Ordinance Prohibiting 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations

RECOMMENDATION
Designate, by motion, specific members of the City Council to file ballot measure arguments 
as provided for in Elections Code Section 9282, on the Initiative Ordinance Prohibiting 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations on the ballot for the November 5, 2024 General 
Municipal Election.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
No direct fiscal impacts related to the recommended action.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
At the November 7, 2023 meeting, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 71,095-N.S. 
placing the Initiative Ordinance Prohibiting Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations on 
the ballot for the November 5, 2024 General Municipal Election.  With respect to who can 
author arguments for measures placed on the ballot by petition, Elections Code Section 
9282 provides the City Council may authorize the Council as a whole, or members of the 
Council, to submit an argument against the initiative ordinance.  The Council did not 
authorize members of the legislative body to file ballot measure arguments at the time the 
measure was placed on the ballot, and may take this action at this time.

BACKGROUND
An initiative petition titled “Initiative Ordinance Prohibiting Concentrated Animal Feeding 
Operations in the City of Berkeley” was filed with the City Clerk on September 5, 2023.  
The Alameda County Registrar of Voters verified the signatures on the petition in 
accordance with State Elections Code §9215, and certified the petition as being sufficient 
on September 25, 2023.

Pursuant to City Charter Article XIII §92, at the November 7, 2023 meeting, the City 
Council adopted Resolution No. 71,095-N.S. placing the Initiative Ordinance Prohibiting 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations on the ballot for the November 5, 2024 General 
Municipal Election.  Elections Code Section 9282 provides the City Council may authorize 

Page 1 of 8

mailto:manager@berkeleyca.gov
http://www.berkeleyca.gove/
NSalwan
Typewritten Text
12



Designate Ballot Measure Argument Authors – Initiative Ordinance CONSENT CALENDAR
Prohibiting Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations May 7, 2024

Page 2

the Council as a whole, or members of the Council, to submit an argument against the 
initiative ordinance.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS
There are no identifiable environmental and climate effects or opportunities associated 
with the subject of this report.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
The City Council may authorize the Council as a whole, or members of the Council, to 
submit an argument against an initiative ordinance, pursuant to Elections Code Section 
9282.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
The City Council could decline to designate members of the Council to submit an 
argument against the initiative ordinance, thereby relinquishing the legislative body’s 
preference and priority under the Elections Code to file an argument.

CONTACT PERSON
Mark Numainville, City Clerk, (510) 981-6900

Attachments: 
1: Resolution No. 71,095-N.S.  – Placing the Initiative Ordinance Prohibiting 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations on the ballot for the November 5, 2024 
General Municipal Election
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