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Informational Item to review proposed University of California Berkeley’s project for an 
innovative incubator hub for campus-affiliated entrepreneurs and their collaborators to 
cultivate start-up companies that provide solutions for energy and the environment. 

Project and Process Overview:  The Bakar ClimatEnginuity Hub (BCH), located on 
the southern portion of the “Berkeley Innovation Zone” development, was entitled by the UC 
Regents in May 2024.  Refer to the attached Collaborative Planning Checklist Graphics 
Package for information on the specific project site as well as more detailed information on 
the proposed project design. 

Development projects owned by the University but located off-campus are not subject to the 
City’s zoning regulations, and they have not consistently been presented to the City’s elected 
and appointed boards and commissions in the past. The new collaborative planning process 
ensures that the City and the University work together to provide engagement opportunities 
for the public. This collaboration also ensures coordination on projects that may affect the 
City’s infrastructure, traffic patterns and other resources. 

The new collaborative planning process has provided an opportunity for improved 
communication and expanded public engagement. These changes will provide benefits to the 
City, the University and the public, and will likely translate to improvements in project 
planning that benefit the City as a whole. The first UC capital project to which the 
framework is being applied is the University’s Berkeley Innovation Zone project, located on 
Oxford Street between University Avenue and Addison Street. 

Attached is a draft Collaborative Planning Framework Project Checklist and supporting 
graphics package to provide information about the project and how the campus anticipates 
responding to the local planning guidance. 

Attachments: 
1. General Project Information Checklist and Collaborative Planning Checklist Graphics

Package, dated May 21, 2024
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