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CONSENT CALENDAR
September 10, 2024

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: LaTanya Bellow, Interim City Manager

Submitted by: Dave Sprague, Fire Chief

Subject: Companion Report: Recommendation Regarding Panoramic Hill Secondary 
Evacuation

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution directing the Fire Department to reach out to other impacted 
landowners to determine interest in pursuing, and coordinate costs sharing to conduct a 
feasibility study to identify a safe secondary evacuation and access route for the access 
impaired Panoramic neighborhood. The results of the study should then be shared with 
the Public Safety Policy Committee.

POLICY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
On July 15, 2024, the Public Safety Committee adopted the following action: M/S/C 
(Taplin/Bartlett) to send the Commission item and the City Manager Companion Report 
to Council, and giving a positive recommendation to the City Manager Companion 
Report for City Council to adopt a Resolution directing the Fire Department to reach out 
to other impacted landowners to determine interest in pursuing, and coordinate costs 
sharing to conduct a feasibility study to identify a safe secondary evacuation and access 
route for the access impaired Panoramic neighborhood.  Vote: All Ayes.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
No impact to the General Fund. The study would use funds within the Fire Department’s 
budget. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
See Disaster and Fire Safety Commission (DFSC) report.

BACKGROUND
See DFSC report.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS
There are no environmental impacts that will occur as a result of initiating this study.
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RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
Long-Term Solution: A secondary escape and escape route has been contemplated 
since at least 1959. Today it is a solution that the City should fully investigate in order to 
determine what impact it could have during an evacuation of – and emergency 
response to – the Panoramic hill neighborhood in the event of wildfire. 

The subsequent design and construction of this road will likely be outside the scope and 
scale of what available Fire Department funding could support, thus alternate funding 
strategies would have to be identified.

Determining Feasibility is the First Step: The Fire Department supports the DFSC 
recommendation to conduct a feasibility study if other impacted landowners are 
supportive. Determining the overall feasibility and cost of a secondary escape route is 
the first step and must be completed prior to future action being taken with regard to 
identification of funding sources for design and construction. 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
None

CONTACT PERSON
David Sprague, Fire Chief, (510) 981-3473

Attachments: 
1: Resolution
2: Panoramic Hill Area Development and Environmental Resources Study, Summary 
Report, June 1974
3: Alternate Panoramic Hill Access Routes Map. May 27, 1959
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

DFSC PANORAMIC EGRESS/ACCESS FEASIBILITY STUDY

WHEREAS, a secondary escape and access route has been contemplated since at least 
1959, and

WHEREAS, this solution should be fully investigated in order to determine what impact it 
could have during an evacuation of – and emergency response to – the Panoramic hill 
neighborhood in the event of wildfire, and

WHEREAS, the Fire Department supports the (Disaster and Fire Safety Commission 
(DFSC) recommendation to conduct a feasibility study if other impacted landowners are 
supportive, and

WHEREAS, determining the feasibility and cost of a secondary route is the first step and 
must be completed prior to future action being taken with regard to identification of funding 
sources for design and construction.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the 
Fire Department to reach out to other impacted landowners to determine interest in 
pursuing, and coordinate costs sharing to conduct a feasibility study to identify a safe 
secondary evacuation and access route for the access impaired Panoramic 
neighborhood. The results of the study should then be shared with the Public Safety 
Policy Committee.
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