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CONSENT CALENDAR
November 12, 2024

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Paul Buddenhagen, City Manager

Submitted by: Peter Radu, Assistant to the City Manager, Neighborhood Services

Subject: Cooperative Agreement with East Bay Regional Parks District

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into an agreement with East 
Bay Regional Parks District from October 15, 2024, to October 14, 2029, to collaborate 
to manage free-roaming cat populations in East Bay Parks, educate the public, and 
minimize the impact on sensitive wildlife areas. 

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
There will be minimal to no fiscal impact, as the agreement is what Berkeley Animal 
Care Services has been doing.

BACKGROUND
East Bay Regional Parks District has been working with local municipal animal shelters 
for years to Trap Neuter Release (TNR) free-roaming cats in the parks, to reduce the 
population, limit the impact on the environment, and prevent the unnecessary 
euthanasia of healthy cats in the East Bay. The City of Berkeley has collaborated with 
EBRPD in the management of animal welfare within McLaughlin Eastshore State Park. 
Since wildlife moves across municipal boundaries, this collaboration has also applied to 
adjacent properties, including Tilden Park and the areas where McLaughlin Eastshore 
State Park adjoins the Albany Bulb. This agreement defines and outlines both party’s 
responsibilities and creates a more cohesive partnership.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS
This agreement will benefit the East Bay Parks, and the delicate and sensitive 
ecological and wildlife areas. The project is exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), as per the attached Notice of Exemption.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
Entering into this agreement will ensure cooperation between animal services and East 
Bay Regional Park District, help preserve and protect sensitive land, and humanely 
reduce the number of free-roaming cats.
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ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

CONTACT PERSON
Mike St. Pierre, Manager, Animal Services, 510.981.6603

Attachments:
1. Resolution
2. Notice of CEQA Exemption
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH EAST BAY REGIONAL PARKS DISTRICT

WHEREAS, EBRPD and the City of Berkeley have successfully cooperated on animal-
related issues in East Bay Parks for many years; and

WHEREAS, free-roaming cat populations in East Bay Parks are at risk of exponentially 
increasing without intervention; and

WHEREAS, Trap, Neuter, Release (TNR) is widely considered the best practice for 
managing free-roaming and feral cat populations and is recommended by leading animal 
welfare agencies; and

WHEREAS, EBRPD and the City of Berkeley have been successful in managing the free-
roaming cat populations previously addressed; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley to enter 
into a contract and any necessary amendments with East Bay Regional Parks District 
(EBRPD) for a term of five years to cooperatively trap, neuter, release, and, where 
necessary, remove free-roaming cats in the East Bay Regional Parks to manage and 
protect wildlife and public spaces effectively.
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