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CONSENT CALENDAR
March 18, 2025

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Paul Buddenhagen, City Manager

Submitted by: Terrance Davis, Director, Public Works

Subject: Establishing a Measure FF SAFE STREETS Citizen Oversight Committee 

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution:

1. Establishing a SAFE STREETS Citizen Oversight Committee (SSCOC) to review 
expenditures and progress reports from the City Manager and City Auditor to 
ensure compliance with the intent of Measure FF, passed by voters on 
November 5, 2024, evaluating the impacts and outcomes of tax expenditures on 
stated goals and prepare public reports on the Committee’s findings; and

2. Authorizing the City Manager to further implement Section 7.11.040 of City 
Ordinance 7,952-N.S, to ensure compliance with all requirements.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
The SSCOC will require Public Works staff time to manage the scheduling, public 
facility usage, communications, agendas, progress reports and Council reporting 
processes. An existing fulltime Public Works staff member will be appointed by the 
Director to serve as Committee Secretary, managing the SSCOC’s operational and 
communication needs.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
Requirements for establishing the SSCOC through Council Resolution are explicitly laid 
out in Section 7.11.040 of City Ordinance 7,952-N.S, with a specific membership 
composition detailed in Section 7.11.040 (B):

B. Composition:
1. The SSCOC shall consist of seven members, as follows:

a. Two members of the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Commission

b. One member of the Environment and Climate Commission
c. Four members of the public who are Berkeley residents

2. SSCOC members from commissions shall be appointed by their 
respective bodies, and members of the public shall be appointed by 
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the City Council as a whole. Members of the public shall be required to 
have a background in civil engineering, transportation engineering, 
infrastructure program management, or the implementation of 
municipal bond or tax measures.

3. The SSCOC annually shall elect one of its members as the 
chairperson and one of its members as the vice-chairperson.

The aforementioned Commissions will be required in their next public meetings 
(following Council adoption of this Recommendation and Resolution) to appoint their 
representatives and report these to the City Clerk, including the appointments in the 
public posting of their meeting minutes. 

Members of the public, meeting the background requirements in Section 7.11.040(B) of 
City Ordinance 7,952-N.S, may submit a completed SSCOC commission application 
and affidavit of residency form to the Office of the City Clerk for referral to the Council.  
The deadline for submission will be April 15, 2025, by 5pm. Applicants may submit their 
applications to the email: commission@berkeleyca.gov with the following email title, 
“SSCOC Membership Appointment- Applicant Name.” If an insufficient number of 
applicants are received by the initial April 15 deadline, the City Manager will extend the 
application process timeline until an adequate number of candidates are received. The 
Council’s selection of candidates will be added to the Council Meeting agenda for the 
June 3, 2025, Regular Council Meeting.

As stipulated in Ordinance 7,952-N.S, the Committee will meet no less than four times 
per year. The attached Council Resolution requires four meetings and allows the 
elected Committee Chair to set additional meetings if they are determined to be needed 
by a majority vote of the Committee members, and if staffing budget can meet that 
need.

Upon certification by the City Clerk that the full appointment of the SSCOC has been 
completed, City Staff will create and maintain a webpage hosted by the City’s main 
website (www.berkeleyca.gov).  The committee shall establish a regular place and time 
for meeting. All meetings shall be noticed as required by law and shall be scheduled in 
a way to allow for maximum input from the public.

Additionally, in accordance with Ordinance 7,952-N.S. Section 7.11.040 (E-F):

E. The committee may make and alter rules governing its organization and 
procedures which are consistent with this Chapter or any other applicable 
ordinance of the City. A majority of the members appointed to the 
committee shall constitute a quorum and the affirmative vote of a majority 
of the members appointed is required to take any action. 
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F. The Committee shall prepare an annual independent report of progress 
and performance. Each report shall be made publicly available on the 
City's website and submitted to the City Council.

The annual independent report will be drafted by SSCOC members with assistance 
from the Committee Secretary and the appropriate city staff. 

If there are remaining funds or remaining reporting requirements after the completion of 
the 14-year period of SAFE STREETS implementation, completion of these 
requirements may be fulfilled by the SSCOC as a subcommittee to be absorbed by 
either the Transportation and Infrastructure Commission or the Environment and 
Climate Commission, or their successors, as deemed appropriate by the City Manager.

The establishment of the SSCOC aligns with the City’s Strategic Plan, advancing our 
goal to provide state-of-the-art, well-maintained infrastructure, amenities, and facilities, 
as well as provide an efficient and financially-health City government.

BACKGROUND
Measure FF, also known as the known as the Sustainable and Accountable Funding for 
Equitable Street Transformation, Revitalization, Enhancements, and Essential Traffic 
Safety (SAFE STREETS) Initiative, was passed by voters on November 5, 2025, and 
adopted as Ordinance 7,952-N.S. on December 10, 2025, requires the establishment of 
the SSCOC in Section 7.11.040. 

The SAFE STREETS Initiative authorizes an annual parcel tax of $0.17 per square foot 
for residential properties and $0.25 per square foot for other properties over a 14-year 
period. This measure is projected to generate approximately $15 million annually, 
dedicated to funding street and sidewalk repairs, safety improvements, and 
environmental infrastructure projects. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS
All City departments strive to reduce paper usage. The SSCOC will strive to operate 
with a digital document retention practice, rather than traditional paper records, unless 
otherwise required for accessibility purposes.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
The City Manager and Council are required by Ordinance 7,952-N.S. to establish the 
SSCOC.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
No alternative action is available, as the City Manager and Council are required by 
Ordinance 7,952-N.S. to establish the SSCOC. 
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CONTACT PERSON
Terrance Davis, Director, Public Works, 510-981-6302
Amanda Montez, Senior Management Analyst, Public Works, 510-981-6317

Attachments: 
1: Resolution

Exhibit A: Ordinance 7,952-N.S, SAFE STREETS Initiative (Adopted December 
10, 2024)
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

ESTABLISHING A MEASURE FF SAFE STREETS CITIZEN OVERSIGHT 
COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, Measure FF, also known as the known as the Sustainable and Accountable 
Funding for Equitable Street Transformation, Revitalization, Enhancements, and 
Essential Traffic Safety (SAFE STREETS) Initiative, was passed by voters on November 
5, 2025 and adopted as Ordinance 7,952-N.S. on December 10, 2025, requires the 
establishment of the SAFE STREETS Citizen Oversight Committee (SSCOC) in Section 
7.11.040; and

WHEREAS, Implementation of SAFE STREETS Initiative will be managed by the 
Department of Public Works in alignment with existing City Plans, as detailed in 
Ordinance 7,952-N.S.; and

WHEREAS, Requirements for establishing the SSCOC are explicitly laid out in Section 
7.11.040 of City Ordinance 7,952-N.S, with a specific membership composition detailed 
in Section 7.11.040 (B).

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Berkeley that 
the SAFE STREETS Citizen Oversight Committee is hereby created.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, According to Ordinance 7,952-N.S., Section 7.11.040 (B): 
1. The SSCOC shall consist of seven members, as follows:

a. Two members of the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Commission

b. One member of the Environment and Climate Commission
c. Four members of the public who are Berkeley residents

2. SSCOC members from commissions shall be appointed by their respective bodies, 
and members of the public shall be appointed by the City Council as a whole. 
Members of the public shall be required to have a background in civil engineering, 
transportation engineering, infrastructure program management, or the 
implementation of municipal bond or tax measures.

3. The SSCOC annually shall elect one of its members as the chairperson and one 
of its members as the vice-chairperson.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the SSCOC is established to review expenditures and 
progress reports from the City Manager and City Auditor to ensure compliance with the 
intent of Measure FF, passed by voters on November 5, 2024, evaluating the impacts 
and outcomes of tax expenditures on stated goals and prepare public reports on the 
Committee’s findings.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the committee may make and alter rules governing its 
organization and procedures which are consistent with this Chapter or any other 
applicable ordinance or resolution of the City. A majority of the members appointed to the 
committee shall constitute a quorum and the affirmative vote of a majority of the members 
appointed is required to take any action. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee shall prepare an annual independent 
report of progress and performance. Each report shall be made publicly available on the 
City's website and submitted to the City Council.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the SSCOC shall sunset pursuant to BMC 7.11.030 
and Section 7 of Ordinance 7,952-N.S.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if there are remaining funds or remaining reporting 
requirements after the completion of the SAFE STREETS implementation, completion of 
these requirements may be fulfilled by the SSCOC as a subcommittee to be absorbed by 
either the Transportation and Infrastructure Commission or the Environment and Climate 
Commission, or their successors, as deemed appropriate by the City Manager.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is authorized to further implement 
Section 7.11.040 of City Ordinance 7,952-N.S, to ensure compliance with all 
requirements.

Exhibits 

A: Ordinance 7,952-N.S, SAFE STREETS Initiative (Adopted December 10, 2024)
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