
Landmark Preservation Commission Staff Report

Quick Facts Project Description: 
Applicant: Evelyn Chan, P.E., Project Contact 
Parks, Recreation & Waterfront Department (PRW) 

Property Owner: City of Berkeley 

Project Address: 2135 Martin Luther King Jr. Way 

GP Land Use: Open Space 

Zoning:  Multiple-Family Residential District (R-3) 

Historic District:  Civic Center 

CEQA: Categorically exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15331 for Historical Resource 
Restoration/Rehabilitation. 

Submittal Date: May 6, 2025 

Date Deemed Complete: May 30, 2025 

Project Planner: Marytonae Sanchez 

The applicant is seeking approval to modify LMSAP2023-0001 at 
Civic Center Park to replace 6 benches at the upper plaza of the 
park, located on a City Landmark property within the Civic 
Center Historic District. 

Permits Requested: 
Structural Alteration Permit pursuant to Berkeley Municipal 
Code (BMC) Section 3.24.200 to make exterior changes at a 
Landmark property within a Historic District. 

Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends that LPC hold and conclude a public hearing, 
and consider favorable action on this request. 

2135 Martin Luther King Jr. Way (Civic Center Park) 
Structural Alteration Permit #LMSAP2025-0005  

For Commission Action 
July 7, 2025 
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ZONING MAP 
Figure 1: Vicinity and Zoning Districts Map 

Comparison of Adjacent Properties 

Vicinity GP Land Use Zoning Current Use 

North Downtown Downtown Mixed-Use (C-DMU Buffer) 

YMCA Teen Center, Berkeley 
Historical Society and Museum, and 
Public Agency (City of Berkeley 
Services) 

South Institutional Multiple-Family Residential (R-3) Berkeley High School 
East Downtown Downtown Mixed-Use (C-DMU Buffer) Public Agency (City Hall) 

West Institutional Restricted Two-Family Residential (R-2) 
Public Agency (Old City Hall, Alameda 
County Courthouse, Public Safety 
Building) 

Project Site 
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AERIAL 
Figure 2: Subject Property, Aerial View (Google Maps, 2025) 

Figure 3: Civic Center Park – historic photograph from 1947 (Berkeley Historical Society) 

Upper 
Plaza Area 
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Figure 4: Site Survey (excerpt from Project Plans; Attachment 2) 
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Figure 5: Existing Benches (photos; Attachment 3) 

Figure 6: New Bench Design Concept (excerpt from Project Plans; Attachment 2) 

ITEM #7B 
LPC 2025-07-07 

Page 5 of 10



Page | 6 

BACKGROUND 

Subject Site  
The subject property is a 2.8-acre parcel that occupies nearly an entire City block in the Downtown 
Civic Center neighborhood. It is bounded by Center Street on the north, Milvia Street, and the current 
City Hall Building on the east, Allston Way on the south and Martin Luther King Jr. Way on the west. 
The site is a municipal park that is a large and fairly flat open space with a vast lawn area on its 
western half and two open terraces on the eastern half: one terrace features a non-operable fountain 
and the other a great conifer tree. Both terraces are flanked by groves of mature trees. See Figure 2, 
above. 

The City completed construction of Civic Center Park in 1942. The park’s design was a collaboration 
between multiple figures from Berkeley’s architecture community, including Bernard Maybeck, Julia 
Morgan, Henry Gutterson, and John Gregg. 

Landmark Designation (1997), National Register Designation (1998), and Alterations 
In 1997, the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) added the Civic Center Historic District to the 
local register, including Civic Center Park, and designated it as an individual City of Berkeley Landmark 
site. The petitioners described the park’s design significance as a reflection of the City Beautiful 
Movement, and cited its associations with the esteemed designers as well as the federal Works 
Progress Administration. The park was later re-named Martin Luther King Jr. Civic Center Park. 

The character-defining features of the historic park include: 
• Setting within a single City block, adjacent to or confronting period structures: Veterans’

Memorial Building (north), Farm Credit Building (on site/east), Community Theater (south),
and old City Hall (west).

• Flat topography, symmetrical plan and spatial organization consisting of four primary
components: a tree terrace, fountain terrace, circular lawn and western esplanade

• Many extant trees
• Pathways throughout, including wider paths within and narrower at the perimeter
• Original furnishings – including the flagpole (relocated in 2006), benches and string lights
• Streamline Moderne Fountain, designed by Henry Gutterson

Benches 
The subject benches are composed of “L”-shaped concrete end stands perforated with holes of which 
green wooden slats for seating and back support are inserted. They are measured to be approximately 
7 feet in length; 2 feet, 5 inches in width; and 3 feet in height.  

Historic Status 
Civic Center Park is both an individual City Landmark site (1997) and a contributing site to the Civic 
Center Historic District. Other contributing properties in the District include: old City Hall (2134 M L 
King Jr. Way; 1908), City Hall Annex (1835 Allston Way; 1925), Veterans Memorial Building (1931 
Center Street; 1928), Farm Credit Bank Building (2180 Milvia Street; 1938), Community Theater 
Building (1930 Allston Way; 1937/1940), YMCA Building (2001 Allston Way; 1910), U. S. Post Office 
(2000 Allston Way; 1914), and State Farm Insurance Building (1937 Center Street; 1947). 
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The Civic Center Historic District is listed on the National Register of Historic Places (1998) and, 
thereby, is also listed on the California Register of Historical Resources. 

Application Submittals and Public Notices 
On May 6, 2025, the applicant submitted a Structural Alteration Permit (SAP) modification application 
to the City. The application requests a modification to LMSAP2023-0001 to replace six (6) benches at 
the upper plaza of the Civic Center Park.  

On May 15, 2025, staff deemed the application incomplete and awaited receipt of additional 
information and application materials. On May 28, 2025, the applicant submitted revisions to their 
application. 

On June 12, 2025, staff deemed the application complete. On June 26, 2025, staff mailed and posted 
advance notices of tonight’s hearing as required under BMC Chapter 3.24.230. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Upon City Council’s direction, staff from the Parks, Recreation & Waterfront Department (PRW) have 
proposed the Civic Center Park Upper Plaza Improvements Project. The project proposes alterations to 
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements and address significant concerns 
regarding the concrete and wood materials. 

Due to exposure to natural elements, and heavy usage and vandalism, the six benches are in disrepair and 
pose accessibility and safety risks. The proposed scope of work would require removal of the six existing 
benches located at the outermost rim walls of the upper plaza, and the installation of new benches. The 
proposed project would include salvaging any materials that can be used to repair the retained benches 
throughout the park. The Applicant Statement is provided as Attachment 4 of this report, and the design 
for the new bench installation are included within the project plans as Attachment 3.  

ISSUES & ANALYSIS 
Staff has identified relevant criteria pertinent to this project from the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for 
the Treatment of Historic Property and the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (BMC Section 3.24). 

A. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
The Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI) Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties defines 
rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through 
repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its 
historical, cultural, or architectural values.” Below is an analysis of how the proposed project complies 
with the most relevant Standards for Rehabilitation. 

SOI Standard 1 
A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal change 
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to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 

Analysis SOI-1: Civic Center Park site has historically served as a gathering space and has been 
utilized for recreational purposes. The project does not alter or change the open use of the park 
and its spatial organization.  

SOI Standard 2 
The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials 
or alterations of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

SOI Standard 6 
Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in 
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of 
missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.  

Analysis SOI-2 & 6: The applicant proposes the replacement of the benches in the upper plaza of 
Civic Center Park—all six are either original or are replicas of the original design. Their removal 
adversely affects the design and integrity of the original benches, but will not diminish the 
historical significance and importance of the park as a whole, as all other historic character-
defining features and landscaping would be retained.  

The project scope includes replacement of the benches with an entirely new material and design 
to address safety and structural issues. With a reduction in support and usability, cracks in the 
original concrete, and wooden slats being broken and vandalized, the benches are not compliant 
with ADA requirements and pose severe safety risks. The project proposes to replace the 
deteriorated concrete and wood materials with steel under the new design to ensure sufficient 
structural strength and support, remove any gaps in seating, and eliminate protruding materials 
that result in hazards. Any remaining material of the six removed benches will be used to repair 
the existing benches throughout the park. For these reasons, staff concludes that the project 
would align with SOI Standards 2 and 6 where it avoids alteration and removal of materials to the 
entire park site.  

SOI Standard 9 
New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated 
from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, 
and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 

Analysis SOI-9: The six replacement benches are made of different materials and are of a different 
color than the existing benches. The proposed size and placements of the new benches are 
compatible to the context of the park as they will be placed in the same location and less in 
massing compared to the existing benches. The replacement benches would not destroy spatial 
relationships of the historic landscape design, or impair the integrity of the Civic Center. Given 
these qualities, the proposed project would be consistent with this SOI Standard. 
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SOI Standard 10 
New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment 
would be unimpaired. 

Analysis SOI-10: The proposed replacement benches are limited to the upper plaza of the 2.8-acre 
park. Because they are limited in their scope and scale, neither the placement of the new benches, 
nor their removal in the future would be expected to have a permanent or irrevocable impact on 
the site or its historic integrity. The landscape design and important associations of the park would 
remain largely unaffected by the proposed benches and, therefore, the project aligns with this SOI 
Standard. 

B. Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (LPO) Review Standards and Criteria
The analysis below summarizes the staff’s preliminary findings for this project with respect to the 
requirements for SAP approval in accordance with the LPO. 

BMC Section 3.24.260(C)(1)(a): 
“For applications relating to landmark sites, the proposed work shall not adversely affect the 
exterior architectural features of the landmark and, where specified in the designation for a 
publicly owned landmark, its major interior architectural features; nor shall the proposed work 
adversely affect the special character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or 
value of the landmark and its site, as viewed both in themselves and in their setting.” 

Analysis: As explained in the analysis of the SOI Standards, the anticipated effects of the 
project are centered around the upper plaza of Civic Center Park and affect one of the 
character-defining features of the park. This will include replacement of the six benches, 
but will not alter other character-defining features such as topography, setting, spatial 
organization and any other original furnishings. Because the scope is limited and involves 
the recovery of any materials to service and repair the remaining benches throughout the 
property, the project would not result in a detrimental impact to the historic site.  

BMC Section 3.24.260(C)(1)(b): 
“For applications relating to property in historic districts, the proposed work shall not adversely 
affect the exterior architectural features of the subject property or the relationship and congruity 
between the subject structure or feature and its neighboring structures and surroundings, including 
façade, setback and height; nor shall the proposed work adversely affect the special character or 
special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value of the district. The proposed work shall 
also conform to such further standards as may be embodied in the designation of the historic 
district.” 

Analysis: The open plan of the park as it relates to the surrounding properties and 
structures in the Civic Center Historic District would be unaffected by the proposed bench 
replacement. The effects of the project would occur in the upper plaza of Civic Center Park, 
not adjacent to any abutting Historic District Properties. The use and setting of the park 
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will remain as is, and its relationship to the Civic Center Historic District will not change. 
 

C. Environmental Review 
The proposed project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code §21000, et seq. and California Code of Regulations, §15000, 
et seq.) pursuant to Section 15331 of the CEQA Guidelines (“Historic Resource 
Restoration/Rehabilitation”).  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of this request for a Structural Alteration Permit pursuant to Section 3.24.260 
and subject to the attached findings and conditions because the proposed project would: 
 
Preserve the character of the park’s landscape and relationship to the Civic Center Historic District, and  
adhere to the standards of the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance for exterior alterations to designated 
Landmark sites and properties within Districts. 
 
Attachments 

1. Draft Findings and Conditions of Approval 
2. Project Plans, received May 28, 2025 
3. Photos 
4. Applicant Statement, received May 28, 2025, including Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation Memorandum 
5. Notice of Decision, Landmark designation of Civic Center Park, 1997 
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D r a f t  F i n d i n g s  a n d  C o n d i t i o n s 

1947 Center Street, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510.981.7410    TDD: 510.981.7474    Fax: 510.981.7420 

2135 Martin Luther King Jr. Way 
Structural Alteration Permit (#LMSAP2025-0005) to modify LMSAP2023-
0001 at the Civic Center Park to replace six (6) benches at the upper plaza 
of the park, located on a City Landmark property within the Civic Center 
Historic District. 

FINDINGS REQUIRED UNDER CEQA 
The project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code §21000, et seq. and California Code of Regulations, 
§15000, et seq.) pursuant to Section 15331 of the CEQA Guidelines (“Historic Resource
Restoration/Rehabilitation”).

FINDINGS RELATED TO THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS 
Regarding the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards (SOI) for Rehabilitation, the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission of the City of Berkeley makes the following findings: 

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires
minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.

Evidence: The proposed project does not require a change of use. The property will
remain a municipal park.

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall
be avoided.

Evidence: The project proposes the removal and replacement of six benches. The
installation of benches with a new design and materials are to address compliance with
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including structural and safety hazards.
However, replacement is limited to the upper plaza, will not affect any of the other Civic
Center Park’s character-defining features, including setting, topography and spatial
organization, avoiding wholesale alteration of the park with these features intact.

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use.
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural
features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.

Evidence: The proposed benches will not resemble or replicate designs from the park’s
historic period, and will not result in a false sense of historical development.
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4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance 

in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 
 
Evidence: The subject property does not feature changes that have acquired significance 
in their own right. 
 

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a historic property shall be preserved. 
 
Evidence: The features of Civic Center Park will be considerably retained and preserved, 
with the limited-scope of the project affecting the six benches at the upper plaza only.  
 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the 
old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. 
Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or 
pictorial evidence. 
 
Evidence: As stated under the analysis of SOI Standard 2, six existing benches will be 
replaced with benches of differing design and materials. However, the project includes 
salvaging any concrete and wood materials from the existing benches to repair other 
existing park benches. Thus, the proposal will aid in the City’s ability to repair, rather than 
replace, the remaining benches throughout the Park.  
 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic 
materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be 
undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
 
Evidence: The project does not propose chemical or physical treatments. Standard 
conditions of approval would require any chemical or physical treatments to be 
undertaken using the gentlest means possible.  
 

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. 
If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 
 
Evidence: The project will not affect any archaeological resources as it does not require 
any excavation. Standard conditions of approval include preserving and protecting 
unexpected discoveries during project construction. 
 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old 
and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect 
the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 
 
Evidence: The proposed scope of work will introduce a new bench design with new and 
differentiated materials that are not currently or historically present in the park. The new 
work will be entirely different from the existing benches. 
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10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 

manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
 
Evidence: If the proposed benches were removed in the future, it would not permanently 
impair the essential form and integrity of Civic Center Park. 
 

FINDINGS REQUIRED UNDER LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ORDINANCE 
Pursuant to BMC Section 3.24.260, approval of permit applications pursuant to this section 
may be granted only upon determination that the proposal conforms to the criteria set forth in 
paragraphs 1.  

1. For permit applications for construction, alteration or repair: 

(a) For applications relating to landmark sites, the proposed work shall not adversely affect the 
exterior architectural features of the landmark and, where specified in the designation for a 
publicly owned landmark, its major interior architectural features; nor shall the proposed work 
adversely affect the special character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or 
value of the landmark and its site, as viewed both in themselves and in their setting. 

Evidence: The proposal to replace the six benches in the upper plaza of Civic Center 
Park will not adversely affect the exterior architectural features of the City Landmark 
because all other character-defining features including setting, topography, and spatial 
organization, would be retained through the site. With these features preserved, Civic 
Center Park will retain its historical integrity in use, identity, and form. 

(b) For applications relating to property in historic districts, the proposed work shall not 
adversely affect the exterior architectural features of the subject property or the relationship 
and congruity between the subject structure or feature and its neighboring structures and 
surroundings, including facade, setback and height; nor shall the proposed work adversely 
affect the special character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value of 
the district. The proposed work shall also conform to such further standards as may be 
embodied in the designation of the historic district. 

Evidence: The effects of the project are limited to the upper plaza in Civic Center Park, 
which is at the center of the site. Surrounding properties will be unaffected by the 
proposed replacement, and the project will not adversely affect neighboring structures 
and surroundings. 

The 1997 landmark designation recognizes the benches within the park to possibly have 
the appearance of the original design and construction of the Civic Center Park, or are 
replicas of the original design. The special character of features within the park are 
associated with the City Beautiful movement, Works Progress Administration-era and 
the Golden Gate International Exposition from 1939 to 1940. As effects of the 
replacement is limited in scope and much of the park’s features are retained, the project 
will not adversely affect the property’s special character overall. 
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(c) For applications relating to structure of merit sites, the proposed work shall not adversely 
affect the architectural features if architectural merit is the basis for designation; nor shall the 
proposed work adversely affect the special cultural, educational or historical interest or value if 
that is the basis for designation. 

Evidence: N/A. The site is a designated City Landmark Park and not a Structure of 
Merit.  
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I. General Administrative Conditions Regulation Source Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

1. Project Approval. This Structural Alteration Permit approval is for 2135 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Way, as substantially shown and described on the project plans dated May 28, 2025, 
except as required to be modified by conditions herein and plans as presented to the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission on July 7, 2025 (“Approval Date.”). For any condition 
herein that requires preparation of a Final Plan where the project applicant has submitted a 
conceptual plan, the project applicant shall submit final plan(s) in substantial conformance 
with the conceptual plan, but incorporate the modifications required by the conditions herein 
for approval by the City. 

City of Berkeley On-Going Land Use Planning 

2.  Approval Limited to Proposed Project. This Permit authorizes only the proposed project 
described in the application. In no way does an approval authorize other uses, structures or 
activities not included in the project description.  

City of Berkeley 
BMC Sections 

23.404.060 

On-Going Land Use Planning 

3.  Compliance Required. All land uses and structures in Berkeley must comply with the Zoning 
Ordinance and all applicable City ordinances and regulations. Compliance with the Zoning 
Ordinance does not relieve an applicant from requirements to comply with other federal, 
state, and City regulations that also apply to the property. 

City of Berkeley 
 

On-Going Land Use Planning  

4.  Conformance to Approved Plans. All work performed under an approved permit shall be 
in compliance with the approved plans and any Conditions of Approval.  

City of Berkeley 
BMC Section 

23.404.060. B.4 

On-Going Land Use Planning 
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I. General Administrative Conditions Regulation Source Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

5.  Permit Revocation. The City may revoke or modify a discretionary permit for completed 
projects due to: 1) violations of permit requirements; 2) Changes to the approved project; 
and/or 3) Vacancy for one year or more. However, no lawful residential use can lapse, 
regardless of the length of time of the vacancy. Proceedings to revoke or modify a permit 
may be initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC), or City Council referral.  

City of Berkeley 
BMC Section 
23.404.080 

On-Going Land Use Planning 

6.  Exercise and Expiration of Permits A permit authorizing a land use is exercised when both 
a valid City business license is issued (if required) and the land use is established on the 
property.  

A. A permit authorizing a land use is exercised when both a valid City business license is 
issued (if required) and the land use is established on the property.  

B. A permit authorizing construction is exercised when both a valid City building permit (if 
required) is issued and construction has lawfully begun. 

C. The Zoning Officer may declare a permit lapsed if it is not exercised within one year of 
its issuance, except if the applicant has applied for a building permit or has made a 
substantial good faith effort to obtain a building permit and begin construction. The 
Zoning Officer may declare a permit lapsed only after 14 days written notice to the 
applicant. A determination that a permit has lapsed may be appealed to the ZAB in 
accordance with Chapter 23.410 (Appeals and Certification).  

D. A permit declared lapsed shall be void and of no further force and effect. To establish 
the use or structure authorized by the lapsed permit, an applicant must apply for and 
receive City approval of a new permit. 

 

City of Berkeley 
BMC Section  

23.404.060 (C) 
“Time Limits”  

On-Going Land Use Planning  

7.  Hold Harmless. The permittee agrees as a condition of approval of this application to 
indemnify, protect, defend with counsel selected by the City, and hold harmless, the City, 
and any agency or instrumentality thereof, and its elected and appointed officials, officers, 
employees and agents, from and against any and all liabilities, claims, actions, causes of 
action, proceedings, suits, damages, judgments, liens, levies, costs and expenses of 
whatever nature, including reasonable attorney’s fees and disbursements (collectively, 

City of Berkeley On-Going Land Use Planning  
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I. General Administrative Conditions Regulation Source Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

“Claims”) arising out of or in any way relating to the approval of this application, any actions 
taken by the City related to this entitlement, or any environmental review conducted under 
the California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resources Code Section 210000 et seq., for 
this entitlement and related actions. The indemnification shall include any Claims that may 
be asserted by any person or entity, including the permittee, arising out of or in connection 
with the approval of this application, whether or not there is concurrent, passive or active 
negligence on the part of the City, and any agency or instrumentality thereof, and its elected 
and appointed officials, officers, employees and agents. The permittee’s duty to defend the 
City shall not apply in those instances when the permittee has asserted the Claims, although 
the permittee shall still have a duty to indemnify, protect and hold harmless the City. 

 
 

II. At Building Permit Submittal  
 

Regulation Source 
 

Timing/Implementation 
 

Enforcement/ Monitoring 
 

1.  Conditions of Approval on Building Permit Plan Submittal 
Structural Alteration Permit. The Conditions of Approval for this Structural Alteration Permit 
shall be printed on the second sheet of each plan set submitted for a building permit pursuant 
to this Structural Alteration Permit, under the title ‘Structural Alteration Permit Conditions.’  
 

City of Berkeley  At the Time of Building 
Permit Submittal  

Building & Safety/Land Use 
Planning 

ITEM #7B, ATTACHMENT 1 
LPC 2025-07-07 

Page 7 of 12



   
   

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION 2135 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. WAY – #LMSAP2025-0005 
JULY 7, 2025            Page 8 of 12 

 

 
 

2.  Project Liaison. The applicant shall include in all building permit plans and post onsite the 
name and telephone number of an individual empowered to manage construction-related 
complaints generated from the project. The individual’s name, telephone number, and 
responsibility for the project shall be posted at the project site for the duration of the project in 
a location easily visible to the public. The individual shall record all complaints received and 
actions taken in response, and submit written reports of such complaints and actions to the 
project planner on a weekly basis.  
Please designate the name of this individual below: 
 
 Project Liaison ____________________________________________________ 
 Name    Phone # 

 

City of Berkeley At the Time of Building 
Permit Submittal  

Building & Safety/Land Use 
Planning 

3.  Construction and Demolition Diversion. The applicant shall submit a Construction Waste 
Management Plan that meets the requirements of BMC Chapter 19.37 including 100% 
diversion of asphalt, concrete, excavated soil and land-clearing debris and a minimum of 65% 
diversion of other nonhazardous construction and demolition waste.  

City of Berkeley 
BMC Chapter 19.37 

At Building Permit 
Submittal   

Building & Safety Division 

 
III. During Construction 

A. Building & Safety Division 
Regulation Source Timing/Implementation 

 
Enforcement/ Monitoring 

 
1  Construction Hours. Construction activity shall be limited to between the hours of 7:00 AM 

and 6:00 PM on Monday through Friday, and between 9:00 AM and Noon on Saturday. No 
construction-related activity shall occur on Sunday or any Federal Holiday.  

City of Berkeley During Construction  Building & Safety  

2.  Construction Hours- Exceptions. It is recognized that certain construction activities, such 
as the placement of concrete, must be performed in a continuous manner and may require 
an extension of these work hours. Prior to initiating any activity that might require a longer 
period, the developer must notify the Zoning Officer and request an exception for a finite 
period of time. If the Zoning Officer approves the request, then two weeks prior to the 
expanded schedule, the developer shall notify businesses and residents within 500 feet of the 
project site describing the expanded construction hours. A copy of such notice and 
methodology for distributing the notice shall be provided in advance to the City for review and 
approval. The project shall not be allowed more than 15 extended working days. 

 

City of Berkeley During Construction  Building & Safety  
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https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Online_Service_Center/Planning/Waste%20Management%20Plan.pdf
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3.  Construction / No Parking Permits. Contact the Permit Service Center (PSC) at 1947 
Center Street, Third Floor or (510) 981-7500 for details on obtaining Construction/No Parking 
Permits (and associated signs and accompanying dashboard permits). Please note that the 
Zoning Officer and/or Traffic Engineer may limit off-site parking of construction-related 
vehicles if necessary to protect the health, safety or convenience of the surrounding 
neighborhood. A current copy of this Plan shall be available at all times at the construction 
site for review by City Staff. 

 

City of Berkeley During Construction  Building & Safety  

 
IV. During Construction  

B. Land Use Planning  Regulation Source Timing/Implementation 
 

Enforcement/ Monitoring 
 

1.  Paleontological Resources (Ongoing throughout demolition, grading, and/or 
construction). In the event of an unanticipated discovery of a paleontological resource during 
construction, excavations within 50 feet of the find shall be temporarily halted or diverted until 
the discovery is examined by a qualified paleontologist (per Society of Vertebrate 
Paleontology standards [SVP 1995,1996]). The qualified paleontologist shall document the 
discovery as needed, evaluate the potential resource, and assess the significance of the find. 
The paleontologist shall notify the appropriate agencies to determine procedures that would 
be followed before construction is allowed to resume at the location of the find. If the City 
determines that avoidance is not feasible, the paleontologist shall prepare an excavation plan 
for mitigating the effect of the project on the qualities that make the resource important, and 
such plan shall be implemented. The plan shall be submitted to the City for review and 
approval. 

 

City of Berkeley During Construction  Land Use Planning  
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2.  Halt Work/Unanticipated Discovery of Tribal Cultural Resources. In the event that 
cultural resources of Native American origin are identified during construction, all work 
within 50 feet of the discovery shall be redirected. The project applicant and project 
construction contractor shall notify the City Planning Department within 24 hours. The City 
will again contact any tribes who have requested consultation under AB 52, as well as contact 
a qualified archaeologist, to evaluate the resources and situation and provide 
recommendations. If it is determined that the resource is a tribal cultural resource and thus 
significant under CEQA, a mitigation plan shall be prepared and implemented in accordance 
with State guidelines and in consultation with Native American groups. If the resource cannot 
be avoided, additional measures to avoid or reduce impacts to the resource and to address 
tribal concerns may be required.  

City of Berkeley During Construction  Land Use Planning 

3.  Archaeological Resources (Ongoing throughout demolition, grading, and/or 
construction). Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15064.5(f), “provisions for historical or 
unique archaeological resources accidentally discovered during construction” should be 
instituted. Therefore: 

A. In the event that any prehistoric or historic subsurface cultural resources are discovered 
during ground disturbing activities, all work within 50 feet of the resources shall be halted 
and the project applicant and/or lead agency shall consult with a qualified archaeologist, 
historian or paleontologist to assess the significance of the find. 

B. If any find is determined to be significant, representatives of the project proponent and/or 
lead agency and the qualified professional would meet to determine the appropriate 
avoidance measures or other appropriate measure, with the ultimate determination to be 
made by the City of Berkeley. All significant cultural materials recovered shall be subject 
to scientific analysis, professional museum curation, and/or a report prepared by the 
qualified professional according to current professional standards. 

C. In considering any suggested measure proposed by the qualified professional, the project 
applicant shall determine whether avoidance is necessary or feasible in light of factors 
such as the uniqueness of the find, project design, costs, and other considerations. 

City of Berkeley During Construction  Land Use Planning 
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D. If avoidance is unnecessary or infeasible, other appropriate measures (e.g., data 
recovery) shall be instituted. Work may proceed on other parts of the project site while 
mitigation measures for cultural resources is carried out. 

E. If significant materials are recovered, the qualified professional shall prepare a report on 
the findings for submittal to the Northwest Information Center. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
IV. During Construction  

C. During Construction: Public Works  
 

Regulation Source  Timing/Implementation Enforcement/ Monitoring 

1.  Site Debris. All piles of debris, soil, sand, or other loose materials shall be covered at night 
and during rainy weather with plastic at least one-eighth millimeter thick and secured to the 
ground. 
 

City of 
Berkeley 

During Construction Public Works 

2.  Street & Sidewalk Damages. Subject to approval of the Public Works Department, the 
applicant shall repair any damage to public streets and/or sidewalks by construction vehicles 
traveling to or from the project site. 

 

City of 
Berkeley 

During Construction Public Works 

3.  Underground Utilities. If underground utilities leading to adjacent properties are uncovered 
and/or broken, the contractor involved shall immediately notify the Public Works Department 
and the Building & Safety Division, and carry out any necessary corrective action to their 
satisfaction 

City of 
Berkeley 

During Construction  Public Works 

4.  Hauling of Debris. Trucks hauling debris, soil, sand, or other loose materials shall be covered 
or required to maintain at least two feet of board. 

City of 
Berkeley 

During Construction  Public Works 
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V. Structural Alteration Permit Conditions  Regulation 
Source Timing/Implementation 

 
Enforcement/ Monitoring 

 
1. Repair and replacement of character-defining features.  Deteriorated historic features 

shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old or historic feature in 
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall 
be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence. 

City of 
Berkeley 

On-Going Land Use Planning  

2. Chemical Treatments.  With respect to historic resources located on this site or within the 
propose project area, any chemical treatments needed as construction progresses will be 
undertaken using the gentlest means possible.  
 

City of 
Berkeley 

On-Going Land Use Planning  

3. Equipment. Any above ground or roof equipment, such as transformer(s), utilities, fire 
apparatus, air conditioning units, compressors, etc. shall be shown to scale on the 
architectural drawings of the building permit set of drawings in both plan and elevation, in 
order to determine if additional screening and SAP may be required. 

City of 
Berkeley 

At the Time of Building 
Permit Submittal 

Land Use Planning 

4. Glass. All glass is assumed to be clear glass. Any proposed glass that is not clear glass, shall 
be indicated on all drawings, and shall be reviewed for approval by staff. 

City of 
Berkeley 

At the Time of Building 
Permit Submittal 

Land Use Planning 

5. Exterior Lighting. Exterior lighting shall be downcast and not cause glare on the public right-
of-way and abutting parcels. 

City of 
Berkeley 

On-Going Land Use Planning  

6. Landscaping. The applicant shall provide irrigation for all landscaped areas. This shall be 
called out on Landscape building permit drawings. 

City of 
Berkeley 

At the Time of Building 
Permit Submittal 

Land Use Planning 

7. Other Permits. The applicant shall be responsible for identifying and securing all applicable 
permits from the Building and Safety Division and all other affected City divisions/departments 
prior to the start of work. 

City of 
Berkeley 

On-Going Land Use Planning  
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BERKELEY CITY HALL
2180 MILVIA STREET

ALLSTON WAY

CENTER STREET

FLAGSTONE PAVING
• 60% LARGER STONES 

(30"X36"), 40% 
NOMINALLY SMALLER,

• JOINTS PER 2/LSK4
• CUTTING, SHAPE, 

LAYOUT TO MATCH 
EXISTING, PER SPECS 
AND FIELD REPORT #4

CONCRETE PAVING

CONCRETE PAVING

ACCESSIBLE PATH OF TRAVEL TO 
SIDEWALK ALONG ALLSTON WAY

W

COMPANION SEAT - SEE FURNISHING LAYOUT 3/LSK 4

WHEELCHAIR SPACE 

PRIMARY ENTRANCE

ACCESSIBLE ROUTE 
DIRECTIONAL SIGN MOUNTED 
TO (E) CITY SIGN POST

9'-8"

ACCESSIBLE ROUTE 
DIRECTIONAL SIGN MOUNTED 
TO (E) CITY SIGN POST

ACCESSIBLE ROUTE 
DIRECTIONAL SIGN MOUNTED 
TO (E) POST, SEE SUBMITTAL 
023

ACCESSIBLE PATH OF TRAVEL IN 
FLAGSTONE PAVING:
• WITHIN THIS 10' WIDE AREA, THE PATH 

OF TRAVEL SHALL BE AS WIDE AS 
POSSIBLE, AND 4'-0" WIDE MINIMUM 
• THE PATH CONNECTING TO 

WHEELCHAIR SPACE MUST BE 5' 
WIDE WHERE DIMENSIONED

• THE RATIO OF PAVER SIZES IN THE 
PATH OF TRAVEL SHOULD BE 40% 
LARGER PAVERS AND UP TO 60% 
SMALLER PAVERS

• THE DESIGN INTENT OF THESE 
PARAMETERS IS TO ESTABLISH A 
CODE-COMPLIANT PATH OF TRAVEL 
THAT VISUALLY BLENDS IN WITH THE 
OVERALL PAVING PATTERN. 10'-0"

EDGE OF FOUNTAIN

CLR.
5'-0"

CLR.3'-0"

M
IN.

5'-8"

10'-0"

SEE G2.00 FOR GENERAL NOTES, ABBREVIATIONS, PATH OF TRAVEL LEGEND

MORTAR JOINTS, 1"-1.5" TYPICAL TO 
ACHIEVE ADA COMPLIANCE

NOTES:
1. WHERE NEW CONCRETE MEETS EXISTING CONCRETE ELEMENTS (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO STEPS, PAVING, AND 

EXISTING VERTICAL SURFACE OF WALLS AND FOUNTAIN), AND WHERE NEW CONCRETE MEETS NEW FLAGSTONE 
PAVING, USE AN EXPANSION JOINT.

2. FOR PAVER PATTERN, PRODUCTS, AND COLORS, SEE SPECIFICATIONS.
3. LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT TO REVIEW AND APPROVE MOCK-UP IN FIELD, SEE SPECS.
4. INSTALLER TO KNOCK DOWN HIGH POINTS OF FLAGSTONE TO ACHIEVE ADA COMPLIANT SURFACE, NO HIGH POINTS 

GREATER THAN 1/4" HIGH. 
5. NO GAPS, AIR POCKETS, OR VOIDS TO BE PRESENT UNDER FLAGSTONE.
6. IF TREE ROOTS ARE ENCOUNTERED, SEE NOTES ON SHEET L1.00 REGARDING REVIEW OF BED PREPARATION AND 

PAVING INSTALLATION.

FLAGSTONE PAVING

#3 REBAR 18"OC BOTH WAYS

CONCRETE SUBSLAB

MORTAR SETTING BED

CLASS II AGGREGATE 
BASE, COMPACTED TO 95%
SUBGRADE 
COMPACTED TO 95%

4"

CONTRACTOR TO KNOCK DOWN HIGH POINTS TO 
MEET ACCESSIBILITY CODE

6"

(E) CONCRETE ELEMENTS

EXPANSION JOINT: 3/8" WIDE WITH EXPANSION 
JOINT FILLER, SEAL TOP OF JOINT WITH CAULK

1"

M
IN

.

1 
1/

2"

1'
-0

 1
/2

"

AT (E) VERTICAL CONCRETE ELEMENTS AT (E) PLANTING AREAS

MULCH AT EDGE OF PLANTING
3

L7.02

(E) PLANTING 
SUBGRADE

1/4" RADIUS AT ALL EXPOSED EDGES

CLR.
3"

SLURRY BOND COAT

TILE INSTALLATION MORTAR

TO ALLSTON 
WAY

ALIGNMENTS UPDATED TO 
MATCH PRODUCTS, PER RFI 21

3'-6"

TO CENTER 
STREET

TO BERKELEY CITY HALL, 
2180 MILVIA STREET

CLR.
8"

CLR.1'-3" CLR.
1'-3"

CLR.
1'-3"

CLR.1'-3"

BENCH, TYP. - MOUNTING PER 
RFI 21

RECEPTACLE, TYP. - MOUNTING 
PER RFI 21

ENI

DEC. 31, 2024
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2/15/23 Structural Alterations 

Permit Application Set

7/7/23 90% CD Permit Set
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REVISION SCHEDULE

No. Date Description

4 5/19/20

25

LSK 004

1" = 20'-0"
1

LSK4
LSK-4 SITE PLAN PATH OF TRAVEL

3" = 1'-0"
2

LSK4
LSK4-FLAGSTONE PAVING

1" = 10'-0"
3

LSK4
LSK4-FURNISHING LAYOUT
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ALLSTON WAY

ALIGN NEW FLAGSTONE PAVING 
WITH OUTER FACE OF WALLS 
AND (E) EDGE OF CONCRETE 
PAVING, TYP.

COORDINATE PATH LAYOUT WITH GRADING 
PLAN L4.00 TO MEET ACCESSIBLE GRADES

2
L3.00

LAYOUT ENLARGEMENT PLAN A -
NW CORNER

ALIGN BENCHES AND TRASH 
RECEPTACLES EVENLY AS 
SHOWN. VIF W. CITY'S 
REPRESENTATIVE

RE-INSTALL 
INFORMATIONAL 

PLAQUE TO ALIGN WITH 
CENTER OF TOP STEP

4
L7.01

V.I.F. BACK EDGE OF TOP 
CONCRETE STEP; PROTECT 

AND MAINTAIN WHEN 
REPAVING FLAGSTONE AND 

CONCRETE

3'-6"

TO CENTER STREET

TO BERKELEY CITY HALL, 
2180 MILVIA STREET

N.I.C.

13' -6"

33'-6" 20'-0"

11' -0"

31'-0" 24'-0"

10'-8"

14
'-1

"
4'

-1
0"

1'-5" 1'-5" 22'-0"

13
'-4

"
6'

-0
"

4'-6"

 
WHERE CONCRETE MEETS 

FLAGSTONE, NARROW PAVING BY 
1-1/2" FROM (E) PAVING EDGE

PLACEMENT OF WASTE 
RECEPTACLE, SIM 2/L3.00

AT CENTERPOINT OF NEW 
PAVING EDGE, NARROW BY 

1-1/2" FROM (E) PAVING EDGE 

4'-0"

3'-3"

20
'-7

"
15'-0"

16
'-6

"

37°
54° 103'-9"

8°

5'-10"

14
'-7

"

103°

90
°

AT CENTERPOINT OF CONCRETE 
PAVING EDGE, NARROW BY 
1-1/2" FROM (E) PAVING EDGE 

7'-
7" 63°

5'-4"

4°

204'-3"

87
'-0

"

23°

7'-0"

ON BOTH SIDES, NARROW PAVING BY 
1-1/2" FROM (E) PAVING EDGE

9'-3"

2'-
1"

2'-6"

81°

4'-6"

11
'-2

"

AT CENTERPOINT OF CONCRETE 
PAVING EDGE, NARROW BY 1-1/2" 

FROM (E) PAVING EDGE 

ALIGN NEW FLAGSTONE PAVING 
WITH (E) EDGE OF CONCRETE 
RAMP, TYP.

4'
-9

"

2'-9"

18'-7"

4'-9"

4'-0"

2'-
9"

3
L3.00

LAYOUT PLAN ENLARGEMENT B
SOUTH HEADER

POINT OF BEGINNING WHERE PLAY 
SURFACING HEADER MEETS (E) LAWN

7'-0" 7'-0"

8 '- 1"

TEMPORARY MAINTENANCE GATE 
FOR TEMPORARY CHAIN LINK FENCE 
TO BE LOCATED HERE

LAYOUT LEGEND

PROPERTY LINE

POINT OF BEGINNING

CENTERLINE

LIMIT OF WORK

ALIGN 

LAYOUT NOTES

1. DIMENSIONS ARE FROM OUTSIDE FACE OF WALLS, UNLESS OTHERWISE 
NOTED, AND CONTRACTOR TO VERIFY IN THE FIELD PRIOR TO 
CONSTRUCTION AND MAJOR EXCAVATION. WRITTEN DIMENSIONS TAKE 
PRECEDENCE OVER SCALING.

2. UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ANGLES TO BE RIGHT ANGLES, ARCS WHICH 
APPEAR TANGENT AND UNIFORM ARE TO BE TANGENT AND UNIFORM, 
LINES WHICH APPEAR PARALLEL ARE TO BE PARALLEL, AND ITEMS WHICH 
APPEAR CENTERED TO BE CENTERED, MAINTAIN LINES TRUE, LEVEL, 
PLUMB, AND SQUARE.

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL REFER TO GRADING PLANS FOR GRADING AND 
DRAINAGE STRUCTURES PRIOR TO INSTALLATION OF WALKS AND OTHER 
SITE ELEMENTS.

4. LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT TO APPROVE LAYOUT IN THE FIELD PRIOR TO 
INSTALLATION OF FORMS OR GRADING FOR LANDSCAPE WORK.

5. CONTRACTOR SHALL LOCATE ELECTRICAL JUNCTION BOXES FOR LIGHTS 
IN PLANTING AREAS UNLESS SHOWN OTHERWISE. LAYOUT TO BE 
APPROVED BY THE CITY'S REPRESENTATIVE PRIOR TO TRENCHING.

6. CONTRACTOR SHALL CAREFULLY REVIEW LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION PLANS 
AND NOTES TO IDENTIFY LOCATIONS WHERE PIPE, SLEEVES, SAND BED 
OR CONDUIT MUST BE PLACED PRIOR TO PLACEMENT OF FORMWORK FOR 
INSTALLATION OF CONCRETE, OTHER PAVING, OR WALLS.   

7. THE DESIGN INTENT ALONG CONCRETE PATHWAYS IS TO NARROW 
SLIGHTLY WHERE CALLED OUT TO ACCOMMODATE FORMWORK AND 
REDUCE IMPACT ON EXISTING TREE ROOTS.

PAVING TO BE CLEAR OF 
LIGHT POST BASE

(E) TREE TO REMAIN -
APPROXIMATE LOCATON OF 

TRUNK
(E) UTILITY BOX TO BE 

ADJUSTED TO HEIGHT OF 
PAVING AS NEEDED

CONCRETE 
PAVING

9"

2'-6"

1'-8"

(E) WASTE RECEPTACLES TO 
BE SURFACE MOUNTED, TYP.

FLAGSTONE 
PAVING

WHERE CONCRETE MEETS 
FLAGSTONE, NARROW 

CONCRETE PAVING BY 1-1/2" 
AWAY FROM (E) PAVING EDGE

13°
13°

13
2°

20°

40°

20°

48°

4'-
0"

8'-4"

13
'-7

"

8'-
4"

4'-0"

30
'-5

"

12
' -5

"
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1" = 10'-0"L3.00
1 LAYOUT PLAN

0 5 10 15 25ft

3/8" = 1'-0"L3.00
2 LAYOUT PLAN ENLARGEMENT A - NW CORNER

1/4" = 1'-0"L3.00
3 LAYOUT PLAN ENLARGEMENT B - SOUTH HEADER

SEE SHEET G2.00 FOR GENERAL 
NOTES AND L1.00 FOR PRESERVATION 
NOTES.

REVISION SCHEDULE

No. Date Description

(E) Benches, proposed to be
replaced with new benches.
See attached pictures on the
second page for reference.

Existing Bench

Proposed New Bench

Proposed New Bench
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Picture 3:  Exposed bolt, protrusion
and strangulation hazard

Picture 4:  Exposed bolt, spalling concrete Picture 5:  Excessively wide gaps in
seat and back supports

Picture 1:  Crack in concrete end, concrete spalling, and protrusion hazard Picture 2:  Damaged concrete ends supporting wood slats, failure hazard

Picture 7: Wood slats, constantly damaged, safety hazardPicture 6: Crack in backrest stem, exposed bolt,
protrusion hazard

Picture 8: Spalling concrete base, crack in backrest
stem, failure hazard

Picture 9: Protruding bolts, spalling concrete
end, safety hazard

Picture 10: Shims needed to support/stabilize
wood slats, safety hazard
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Picture 3:  Exposed bolt, protrusion
and strangulation hazard

Picture 4:  Exposed bolt, spalling concrete Picture 5:  Excessively wide gaps in
seat and back supports

Picture 1:  Crack in concrete end, concrete spalling, and protrusion hazard Picture 2:  Damaged concrete ends supporting wood slats, failure hazard

Picture 7: Wood slats, constantly damaged, safety hazardPicture 6: Crack in backrest stem, exposed bolt,
protrusion hazard

Picture 8: Spalling concrete base, crack in backrest
stem, failure hazard

Picture 9: Protruding bolts, spalling concrete
end, safety hazard

Picture 10: Shims needed to support/stabilize
wood slats, safety hazard

Date of Pictures Taken: 2024-07-19

ITEM #7B, ATTACHMENT 3 
LPC 2025-07-07 

Page 1 of 2



Picture 2:  Concrete Stand Height of The Existing Bench Picture 3:  Concrete Stand Depth of The Existing Bench

Picture 4:  Width of The Existing Bench

Picture 1:  Concrete Stand Width of The Existing Bench

Date of Pictures Taken: 2024-07-19
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Parks, Recreation & Waterfront Department 

1947 Center Street, 5th Floor; Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-6432 
E-Mail: cali@berkeleyca.gov

Applicant Statement for Permit Amendment 
Civic Center Park Bench Replacement 

The Parks, Recreation & Waterfront Department (PRW) works closely with consultants and City 
staff to advance the Civic Center Park Upper Plaza Improvements Project while preserving the 
integrity of the Civic Center Park property to convey its historical significance. A key goal of the 
Upper Plaza Improvements Project is to enhance ADA accessibility.   

Upon recent assessments, we found that many of the existing concrete and wood benches are 
in disrepair and pose significant safety hazards to the public. In addition, the existing concrete 
and wood benches do not meet current ADA standards for accessibility.  To address this, we 
are seeking to replace the benches in the Upper Plaza with new seating, DuMor 6-foot-long 
Series 58 benches. 

A. Existing Conditions, Proposed Alterations, and Project Rationale

Existing Conditions: 

The benches currently in Civic Center Park are simply constructed from wooden slats 
supported by concrete end stands. After decades of exposure to the weather, heavy use, 
vandalism, and servicing, they are in significant disrepair, presenting considerable safety 
risks.  In addition, the existing benches do not comply with current ADA accessibility 
standards. This assessment is substantiated by the documented conditions (refer to the 
attached Civic Center Park_LM Permit Amendment_Pictures.pdf): 

• The wide gaps between the seat and back supports (see Pic 5) not only violate
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements, but also create several usability and
safety concerns. These include discomfort or injury due to reduced support, potential
hazards for children or pets, and instability.

• Structural issues, such as spalling concrete and cracks, cannot continued to be repaired.
The durability of these benches affect long-term usability and pose significant safety
hazards to the public.

• The wood slats are often damaged due to heavy use and vandalism and need to be
replaced constantly.  The broken wood and shims are taken and used inappropriately,
and several bolts can no longer be seated properly, causing additional safety hazards
and liabilities to the City.
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Parks, Recreation & Waterfront Department 
 

1947 Center Street, 5th Floor; Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-6432 
E-Mail: cali@berkeleyca.gov 

Proposed Alteration: 
 
• Replace existing benches in the Upper Plaza with new units, DuMor 6-foot-long Series 

58 benches, designed to significantly improve accessibility and safety of the public. 
 

• Salvage the best, useable pieces of the concrete and wood benches to continue to 
service and repair the remaining concrete and wood benches in the park. 

 
Project Rationale: 
 
This change is dedicated to enhancing accessibility and safety for all park visitors while 
preserving the park’s historic character and adhering to operational constraints.  Because 
retention of specific elements of historic integrity to the defined period of significance is 
important, these small-scaled features will continue to be integrated in the park, outside of 
the Upper Plaza, as long as practicable.   
 
The existing benches not only pose safety hazards but also fail to meet current Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards, making the space less inclusive.  The installation of 
new benches will provide a substantial improvement, ensuring a safer, more comfortable 
environment.  By meeting legal requirements and prioritizing public safety, these upgrades 
will create a more welcoming and accessible park for everyone to enjoy. 
 

B. Project Benefits, Basis for Landmarks Preservation Commission Approval, Detail information 
on ADA compliance, Cost and Value of the entire project. 
 
The key project benefits include: 
 
• ADA improvements 
• Safety improvements 
• Continued preservation of existing, serviceable benches 
• Preservation of the park’s overall historic character  
 
Basis for Landmarks Preservation Commission approval: 

 
This change is dedicated to enhancing accessibility and safety for all park visitors while 
preserving the overall park’s historic character and adhering to operational constraints.  
Because retention of specific elements of historic integrity to the defined period of 
significance is important, these small-scaled features will continue to be integrated in the 
park.  This change will allow us to continue to preserve the remaining benches at the site, 
outside of the Upper Plaza.  The project amendment is a practical, incremental step toward 
improved accessibility. 
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Parks, Recreation & Waterfront Department 
 

1947 Center Street, 5th Floor; Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-6432 
E-Mail: cali@berkeleyca.gov 

ADA compliance 
 
The existing benches have the following defects: 

 
• Insufficient back support 
• Excessive gaps in seating area 
• Insufficient structural strength 
• Exposed or protruding objects 

 
Estimated Cost of the alteration: 
 
• $12,750 (based on six benches, including materials, taxes, shipping, and installation). 
 
Estimated Value of the alteration:  
 
• $4200 per year savings (based on current staff time for repair, not including materials) 
• Reduced liability to the City 
• The construction cost of the entire project (Upper Plaza Improvements) is approximately 

$870,000. 
 
 
C. Compliance with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
 

The proposed bench replacement at the Upper Plaza is designed to enhance accessibility 
and safety while respecting the historic character of the park. The replacement does not 
alter or remove historically significant spaces or spatial relationships within the park. All 
existing historic elements (e.g., park layout, flagstone paving) will remain intact. For 
example, the Park would continue to be used as it was historically, and proposed work 
would not result in changes to its spatial relationships (Standard 1). The proposed changes 
to the benches do not seek to introduce a false sense of historic development to the Park 
and the new work will be clearly differentiated from the old (Standards 3 and 10).  These 
new replacement benches could be removed in the future while retaining the essential form 
of the Park (Standard 10). 
 
In accordance with Standard 6, which emphasizes evaluating the condition of historic 
features to determine appropriate intervention, the project amendment ensures that no intact 
or repairable historic materials are unnecessarily replaced or altered.  This change will aid 
the City’s ability to repair, rather than replace, the remaining benches in the Park, consistent 
with Standard 6.   
 
Additionally, the project adheres to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, which allow for 
updates that improve functionality while preserving the historic integrity of the site. This 
project supports the park’s continued use as a welcoming and accessible public space. 
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Parks, Recreation & Waterfront Department 
 

1947 Center Street, 5th Floor; Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-6432 
E-Mail: cali@berkeleyca.gov 

 
 
 
In conclusion, the proposed alteration does not propose to change any of the Park’s other 
character-defining features. The Park’s original setting; topography; spatial organization; 
primary spaces; pedestrian circulation; and remaining furnishings will be retained.  Additionally, 
several other original features of the Park, though not character-defining, collectively contribute 
to its significance will also be retained, including walls, stairs, and various plantings. As a result, 
even with the proposed change, the Park would still retain its character-defining features and 
continue to successfully convey its historic significance.  
 
Furthermore, the proposed work would not adversely affect the special character or special 
historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value of the landmark site or its continued listing 
as a historical resource. The Park’s integrity of location and setting would be retained, as it 
would remain at the axis of four major civic buildings. It would retain integrity of design as 
reflected in its primary spaces.  Finally, the Park would continue to convey its feeling and 
association, through its maintained urban setting and its continued use, as a public recreation 
and gathering space.  
 
This project amendment is a necessary and compliant upgrade to ensure safety, accessibility, 
and preservation. By replacing deteriorated benches, Civic Center Park will remain a 
welcoming, inclusive, and historically respectful space for all visitors and become more 
accessible and safer.   
 
Please contact us should you have additional questions or comments. 
       
Sincerely, 
 
        
Canhui Li, P.E. 
Associate Civil Engineer 
 
City of Berkeley 
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront 
1947 Center Street, 5th Floor; Berkeley, CA 94704 
T. (510) 981-6432 
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	FINDINGS RELATED TO THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS
	Paleontological Resources (Ongoing throughout demolition, grading, and/or construction). In the event of an unanticipated discovery of a paleontological resource during construction, excavations within 50 feet of the find shall be temporarily halted or diverted until the discovery is examined by a qualified paleontologist (per Society of Vertebrate Paleontology standards [SVP 1995,1996]). The qualified paleontologist shall document the discovery as needed, evaluate the potential resource, and assess the significance of the find. The paleontologist shall notify the appropriate agencies to determine procedures that would be followed before construction is allowed to resume at the location of the find. If the City determines that avoidance is not feasible, the paleontologist shall prepare an excavation plan for mitigating the effect of the project on the qualities that make the resource important, and such plan shall be implemented. The plan shall be submitted to the City for review and approval.
	Halt Work/Unanticipated Discovery of Tribal Cultural Resources. In the event that cultural resources of Native American origin are identified during construction, all work within 50 feet of the discovery shall be redirected. The project applicant and project construction contractor shall notify the City Planning Department within 24 hours. The City will again contact any tribes who have requested consultation under AB 52, as well as contact a qualified archaeologist, to evaluate the resources and situation and provide recommendations. If it is determined that the resource is a tribal cultural resource and thus significant under CEQA, a mitigation plan shall be prepared and implemented in accordance with State guidelines and in consultation with Native American groups. If the resource cannot be avoided, additional measures to avoid or reduce impacts to the resource and to address tribal concerns may be required. 
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