
Office of the City Manager

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099
E-Mail: manager@berkeleyca.gov  Website: https://berkeleyca.gov/

CONSENT CALENDAR
November 18, 2025

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Paul Buddenhaggen, City Manager

Submitted by: Jordan Klein, Director, Planning and Development Department 

Subject: Mills Act Contract – 1619 Walnut Street

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Mills Act contract with 
Noemi Ruelas for the maintenance and restoration of a City Structure of Merit property 
at 1619 Walnut Street.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
Approving the Mills Act contract for the City Structure of Merit property at 1619 Walnut 
Street would reduce the property tax bills for the owners by approximately $12,000 in 
year one, approximately 16% of which ($2,000) would be diverted from Berkeley’s tax 
revenue. Final amounts are determined by Alameda County after contract execution. 
This will be an annual impact to the City’s tax revenue, as the contract runs for ten 
years, in comparable annual amounts, and automatically renews annually thereafter 
unless notice of nonrenewal is given. In turn, the work plan commits the owners to 
spending the anticipated tax savings on restoring the landmarked property. The Mills 
Act also specifies procedures for cancellation of the contract for a breach of conditions. 

Council approval will allow property tax reduction for this property to begin in the 2026-
2027 fiscal year. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
On June 6, 2019, the property at 1619 Walnut Street was designated as a City of 
Berkeley Structure of Merit, making the property owner eligible to take advantage of the 
Mills Act (see Attachment 2). 

On September 4, 2025, the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) reviewed the 
proposal by the present owner, Noemi Ruelas, to enter into a Mills Act contract for 1619 
Walnut Street, including a proposed scope of work and maintenance schedule, and 
voted 5-1-0-1 to recommend approval of the Mills Act Contract application to City 
Council (Moved/Second Finacom/Crandall; Yes: Crandall, Finacom, Orbuch, 
Leuschner, Montgomery; No: Schwartz; Abstain: none; Absent: Plese).
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BACKGROUND
The Mills Act allows owners of historic properties to voluntarily enter into individual 
contracts with the City, in order to obtain limited ad valorem tax relief at the discretion of 
host jurisdictions, in exchange for maintaining and restoring their historic property. The 
property tax savings are offered to create an incentive for owners to maintain their 
historic properties, to designate historic properties that are currently not protected, and 
to purchase and upgrade already dilapidated historic properties. 

In Berkeley, owners of properties designated by the LPC as a Landmark or a Structure 
of Merit may apply for a Mills Act contract. The Alameda County Assessor uses a 
formula, consistent with the provisions of the Mills Act, to determine the amount of 
property tax reduction, which applies a capitalization rate to the calculated net operating 
income for the property under the Mills Act contract. The Mills Act application includes a 
ten-year work plan to restore and maintain the subject property. The total investment in 
the work plan is intended to equal or exceed the total amount of the property tax relief 
over the contract period.

On February 24, 1998, the Berkeley City Council passed Resolution No. 59,355-N.S., 
which authorizes the local use of the Mills Act of 1972, as amended, which is codified in 
California Government Code Section 50280-90 and Revenue and Taxation Code 
Section 439. 

In 2011, State law was amended to include more specific requirements regarding 
inspection, fees, and cancellation. The amendments clarified that the local legislative 
body may require fees for providing services pursuant to the Mills Act; shall inspect the 
property prior to a new agreement and then every five years thereafter; and shall cancel 
the contract if it determines that the owner has breached the conditions of the contract.  
As a result of these amendments, Land Use Planning fees for the approval and 
monitoring of these contracts were added in July 2012, with fee rates periodically 
adjusted to keep up with staff costs.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
In order to qualify for Mills Act consideration, 1) the property must qualify as historic; 2) 
the contract must adequately meet the requirements for Mills Act contracts; and 3) 
the type of improvements outlined in the work plan must meet the City standards, which 
require that tax savings be used according to the rules and regulations outlined in the 
Act.

The property located at 1619 Walnut Street is eligible for the Mills Act contract 
because it is a Berkeley Structure of Merit. The contract template has been reviewed 
by the City Attorney's Office for conformance to all relevant City and State regulations. 
The contract includes a comprehensive work plan that the property owner has agreed 
to complete within the first ten-year contract period (see Attachment 3) and that provides 
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for the “preservation of the qualified historical property and, when necessary, to restore 
and rehabilitate the property to conform to the rules and regulations of the Office of 
Historic Preservation of the Department of Parks and Recreation, the United States 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, and the State Historical Building 
Code” (California Government Code Section 50281(b)(1)).The LPC has concluded that 
the proposed work plan meets the standards adopted by the City Council, and the costs 
of the proposed improvements are anticipated to equal or exceed the tax savings 
afforded the owners.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY & CLIMATE IMPACTS 
Approval of the contract would encourage historic resource rehabilitation, materials 
conservation, and construction and demolition waste diversion.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
The Council could deny the application if it found that it did not satisfy the requirements 
of the Act. 

CONTACT PERSON
Jordan Klein, Director, Planning and Development Department, 510-981-7534
Allison Riemer, Senior Planner/LPC Secretary, 510-981-7433

Attachments: 
1. Draft City Council Resolution
2. Notice of Decision, Structure of Merit Designation for 1619 Walnut Street, 

effective date July 24, 2019
3. Rehabilitation Plan, dated August 27, 2025
4. LPC Staff Report September 4, 2025
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Attachment 1

RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A MILLS ACT CONTRACT 
AND ANY NECESSARY AMENDMENTS WITH NOEMI RUELAS, FOR THE 

MAINTENANCE AND RESTORATION OF A HISTORIC PROPERTY LOCATED AT 
1619 WALNUT STREET, IN RETURN FOR THE OWNER TO OBTAIN A PROPERTY 

TAX REDUCTION

WHEREAS, on February 24, 1998, the Berkeley City Council adopted Resolution No. 
59,355-N.S. which authorized the use of Mills Act contracts; and

WHEREAS, on June 6, 2019, 1619 Walnut Street was designated as a City of Berkeley 
Landmark, which renders it eligible to take advantage of the Mills Act; and

WHEREAS, on September 4, 2025, the Landmarks Preservation Commission reviewed 
the proposed projects listed in the Mills Act Contract Application for 1619 Walnut Street, 
and recommended that the City Council enter into a Mills Act contract with the property 
owner; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Berkeley Mills Act program requires each contract to be 
approved by the City Council and signed by the City Manager; and

WHEREAS, the City Council, in light of all evidence, finds that the contract is consistent 
with the purposes of the Mills Act program.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Berkeley that 
the City Manager is authorized to execute a Mills Act Contract and any necessary 
amendments with Noemi Ruelas for the maintenance and restoration of the historic 
property located at 1619 Walnut Street and in return offer a property tax reduction for a 
period of at least ten years, with a recorded copy of such contract and amendments to 
be on file in the Office of the City Clerk and Alameda County Clerk-Recorder.
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L A N D M A R K S

P R E S E R V A T I O N

C O M M I S S I O N

N o t i c e o f D e c i s i o n

DATE OF COMMISSION DECISION: June 6, 2019 
DATE NOTICE MAILED: July 8, 2019 

APPEAL PERIOD EXPIRATION: July 23, 2019 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF DECISION (Barring Appeal or Certification): July 24, 20191 

1619 Walnut Street – Las Casitas Apartments 

Landmark application #LMIN2019-0001 for the consideration of City 
Landmark or Structure of Merit designation status for a multi-unit 

residential property – APN 058-2179-025-00. 

The Landmarks Preservation Commission of the City of Berkeley, after conducting a public 
hearing, APPROVED the following designation: 

DESIGNATION: Structure of Merit 

APPLICANT: Petition of Berkeley Residents prepared by Scott Wheeler, 1619 Walnut Street, 
Apt. A, Berkeley, CA 94709 

ZONING DISTRICT:  R-2A, Restricted Multiple-Family Residential 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS:  Categorically exempt under the California 
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines, Section 15061(3).  

The application materials for this project are available online at: 
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/zoningapplications 

FINDINGS AND APPROVED APPLICATION ARE ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE 

1 Pursuant to BMC Section 1.04.070, if the close of the appeal period falls on a weekend or holiday, then the 
appeal period expires the following business day. Pursuant to BMC Section 3.24.190, the City Council may 
“certify” any decision of the LPC for review, within fifteen days from the mailing of the NOD. Such certification 
shall stay all proceedings in the same manner as the filing of a notice of appeal.  

Attachment 2
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LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF DECISION 
LMIN2019-0001 
1619 Walnut Street 
July 8, 2019 
Page 2 of 4 
 
 
 
COMMISSION VOTE: 5-3-0-0 (one vacancy) 
 
YES: ALLEN, CHAGNON, FINACOM, OLSON, O’MALLEY 
 
NO:  ABRANCHES DA SILVA, CRANDALL, SCHWARTZ 
 
ABSTAIN:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
 
TO APPEAL THIS DECISION (see Section 3.24.300 of the Berkeley Municipal Code): 

To appeal a decision of the Landmarks Preservation Commission to the City Council you must: 

1. Submit a letter clearly and concisely setting forth the grounds for the appeal to the City 
Clerk, located at 2180 Milvia Street, 1st Floor, Berkeley; or by facsimile to (510) 981-6901.  
The City Clerk’s telephone number is (510) 981-6900. 

2. The appeal must be received prior to 5:00 p.m. on the "APPEAL PERIOD EXPIRATION" 
date shown above (if the close of the appeal period falls on a weekend or holiday, then the 
appeal period expires the following business day). 

3. Submit the required fee (checks and money orders must be payable to ‘City of Berkeley’): 

a. The basic fee for persons other than the applicant is $500.  This fee may be reduced to 
$100 if the appeal is signed by persons who lease or own at least 50 percent of the 
parcels or dwelling units within 300 feet of the project site, or at least 25 such persons 
(not including dependent children), whichever is less. 

b. The fee for appeals of affordable housing projects (defined as projects which provide 50 
percent or more affordable units for households earning 80% or less of Area Median 
Income) is $500, which may not be reduced. 

c. The fee for all appeals by Applicants is $2500.   

If no appeal is received, the landmark designation will be final on the first business day 
following expiration of the appeal period. 

 

NOTICE CONCERNING YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS: 

If you object to this decision, the following requirements and restrictions apply: 

1. If you challenge this decision in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you 
or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written 
correspondence delivered to the Landmarks Preservation Commission at, or prior to, the 
public hearing. 
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July 8, 2019 
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2. You must appeal to the City Council within fifteen (15) days after the Notice of Decision of 

the action of the Landmarks Preservation Commission is mailed.  It is your obligation to 
notify the Land Use Planning Division in writing of your desire to receive a Notice of 
Decision when it is completed. 

3. Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6(b) and Government Code Section 
65009(c)(1), no lawsuit challenging a City Council decision, as defined by Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 1094.6(e), regarding a use permit, variance or other permit may be filed 
more than ninety (90) days after the date the decision becomes final, as defined in Code of 
Civil Procedure Section 1094.6(b).  Any lawsuit not filed within that ninety (90) day period 
will be barred. 

4. Pursuant to Government Code Section 66020(d)(1), notice is hereby given to the applicant 
that the 90-day protest period for any fees, dedications, reservations, or other exactions 
included in any permit approval begins upon final action by the City, and that any challenge 
must be filed within this 90-day period. 

5. If you believe that this decision or any condition attached to it denies you any reasonable 
economic use of the subject property, was not sufficiently related to a legitimate public 
purpose, was not sufficiently proportional to any impact of the project, or for any other 
reason constitutes a “taking” of property for public use without just compensation under the 
California or United States Constitutions, your appeal of this decision must including the 
following information: 

A. That this belief is a basis of your appeal. 

B. Why you believe that the decision or condition constitutes a "taking" of property as set 
forth above. 

C. All evidence and argument in support of your belief that the decision or condition 
constitutes a “taking” as set forth above. 

If you do not do so, you will waive any legal right to claim that your property has been 
taken, both before the City Council and in court. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will 
become part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  
Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not 
required, but if included in any communication to a City board, commission or committee, 
will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address or any other 
contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service 
or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If you do not want 
your contact information included in the public record, please do not include that information in 
your communication.  Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, commission or 
committee for further information. 
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LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF DECISION 
LMIN2019-0001 
1619 Walnut Street 
July 8, 2019 
Page 4 of 4 
 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Questions about the project should be directed to the project planner, Alison Lenci, at (510) 981-
7410 or alenci@cityofberkeley.info. All project application materials, including full-size plans, 
may be viewed at the Permit Service Center (Zoning counter), 1947 Center Street, between 8 
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Findings 
2. Landmark Application, received MAY 16, 2019 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST:  
Fatema Crane, Secretary 

Landmarks Preservation Commission 
 
 
 
cc:  Residents 
 City Clerk  
 Initiator and Application Author: 
   Petition of Berkeley Residents prepared by 
   Scott Wheeler 
   1619 Walnut Street, Apt. A 
   Berkeley, CA 94709 
 
  
 Property Owner; 
   David Downs  
   1777 Lafayette Street, Unit #128 
   Santa Clara, CA 95050 
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A t t a c h m e n t  1  

D R A F T  F i n d i n g s   

JUNE 6, 2019 

 

   

1619 Walnut Street – Las Casitas Apartments 

Landmark application #LMIN2019-0001 for the consideration of City 
Landmark or Structure of Merit designation status for a residential property.  
 
City of Berkeley Landmark Application LMIN2019-0001 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

Structure of Merit designation of the property at 1619 Walnut Street, Las Casitas Apartments. 
 
CEQA FINDINGS 

1.   The project is found to be exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code §21000, et seq.) pursuant to Section 
15061.b.3 of the CEQA Guidelines (activities that can be seen with certainty to have no 
significant effect on the environment). 

 
LANDMARK PRESERVATION ORIDNANCE FINDINGS 

2.  Pursuant to Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Section 3.24.110.B Paragraph 2.c of the 
Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (LPO), the Landmarks Preservation Commission of 
the City of Berkeley (Commission) finds that the subject main building is a good example 
of Spanish Eclectic architecture. The building was constructed between 1927 and 1928, 
during the period of the Spanish Eclectic style (1915 - 1935). It includes many identifiable 
features of the Spanish Eclectic style, including a flat roof with parapet walls, narrow tile 
covered shed roofs with regularly laid tapered mission style tile, asymmetrical façade, 
stucco walls, stain glass windows, decorative window grills, decorative iron sconces and 
door knockers and arcaded walkways.  
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FINDINGS 1619 WALNUT STREET – LAS CASITAS APARTMENTS 
Page 2 of 2 June 6, 2019 

 
 

  

FEATURES TO BE PRESERVED  
 

1. This Structure of Merit designation shall apply to the subject property and the following 
distinguishing features shall be preserved:  

Features of the Site: 

 Two semi-circled scored pathways, one along the side (south) property line and 
one along the side (north) property line; 

 Five elongates diamond shape cutouts along the length of the southern pathway;  

 Decorative cement urn at southwest corner of the site; 

 Rounded Archway reading ‘Las Casitas’ at the southwest corner of the site; and 

 Semi-circled scored stairways and stucco retaining walls leading to each apartment 
unit entrance on the south façade. 

  Features of the Main Building: 

 All extant, exterior building features characteristic of the Spanish Eclectic style; 

 Two-story building with slightly recessed basement level 2-car garage; 

 Horizontal wood board and batten garage doors on front, west façade; 

 Flat parapet roof with three symmetrically placed false gables; 

 Asymmetrical façade; 

 All regularly laid tapered mission style tile; 

 Four narrow tile covered shed roofs with regularly laid tapered mission style tile 
along south façade; 

 Semi-rough, rusticated stucco material; 

 Wrought iron elaborations including:  
o Two faux balcony grills, one on west façade and one on south façade; 
o Two handrails, one for unit A and one for unit B; 
o Six foot long balcony on second story south façade; 
o Seven encased door awnings connected to the building with U-shaped bars; 
o Seven exterior light fixtures, fashioned in a three-fourth circular pattern; and 
o Seven unit identification plaques with doorbells and unit letter cutouts. 

 Sixteen wood framed casement windows (4 on the west façade, 4 on the south 
façade, 2 on the east façade, and 6 on the north façade); 

 Nine wood framed stained glass windows (1 on the west façade, 8 on the south 
façade); 

 Twenty wood framed double sliding windows on the east and north façade; 

 Two wood framed double-hung windows on the east façade; 

 Two wood framed fixed windows on east façade; 

 Seven wood doors along south façade, each inset with 12 true divided light glass 
panes; 

 Seven wood doors with screened windows along north façade; and  

 Seven hammered copper door knob plates. 
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MILLS ACT
EXTERIOR REHABILITATION SCHEDULE

1619 WALNUT ST., BERKELEY
05/27/2025  rev.08/27/2025

Feature Character 
Defining?

Condition Recommended Treatment Schedule Budgets 
(from bids)

Stucco siding Yes Poor Repair as part of rehabilitation work 
outlined herein

2030 $20,000 

Windows - front and south 
side

Yes Poor Replace 21 windows with new to 
match existing including repair and 
reuse of stained glass as interior 
lites

2028-30 $65,000 

Entry doors - south side Yes Poor Replace 7 entry doors with new to 
match existing including sdalvage 
and reuse of ornamental 
escutcheon plates

2028-30 $28,000 

Driveway Yes Poor Replace patterned concrete paving 
to match existing including removal, 
restoration and reinstallation of 
ornamental iron arch and its 
supports

2032 $75,000 

Ornamental wrought-iron 
wall-mounted unit 
identification plaques

Yes Fair Repair and where irreparable 
replace with new to match

2035 $5,000 

Ornamental wrought-iron 
wall-mounted lanterns at 
front and south side

Yes Fair Repair and replamp 2035 $10,000 

Metal awnings at south 
side entry doors

Yes Poor Replace entry doors with new to 
match existing

2032 $17,500 

Total Estimated 
10yr. Budget

$220,500 

GENERAL NOTES:

A. This proposed 10 year work plan is focused on the rehabilitation of primary exterior features and materials.
B. The proposed work plan exceeds the estimated Mills Act tax reduction per the accompanying spreadsheet.
C. This focused work plan represents only a portion of current and future historic rehabilitation and maintenance work.

Attachment 3
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Landmarks Preservation Commission Staff Report 

Page | 1 

App #LMMM2025-0002 
Mills Act Contract Application at 1619 Walnut Street - 
Las Casitas Apartments 

September 4, 2025 

Quick Facts Project Description: 

Applicant: Mark Hulbert 

Property Owner: Noemi Ruelas 

Project Address: 1619 Walnut Street 

GP Land Use: Medium Density 
Residential (MDR) 

Zoning: Restricted Multiple-Family 
Residential (R-2A) 

Historic District: No 

CEQA: N/A 

Submittal Date: June 3, 2025 

Date Deemed Complete: July 3, 2025 

Project Planner: Allison Riemer 

The applicant is seeking a Mills Act contract for a 
Structure of Merit multifamily property.  

Permits Requested: 

N/A 

Staff Recommendation: 

Approve the proposed rehabilitation schedule and 
recommend favorable action to City Council. 
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VICINITY MAP SHOWING NEARBY CITY LANDMARKS & DISTRICTS 

 

 
Figure 1: Vicinity and Zoning Districts Map 

 

N 
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AERIAL 

  

Figure 2: Aerial Image (Source: GoogleEarth 2025) 

STREET ELEVATION 

 

Figure 3: Southwest elevation (Source: Google Maps, 2025) 

N 
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BACKGROUND 

The building at 1619 Walnut Street was constructed between 1927 and 1928, and features 
elements of the Spanish Eclectic style, including a flat roof with parapet walls, narrow tile 
covered shed roofs with regularly laid tapered mission style tile, asymmetrical façade, 
stucco walls, stain glass windows, decorative window grills, decorative iron sconces and 
door knockers and arcaded walkways. It is two stories over a partial garage and basement, 
with a one-story wing at the rear, and contains seven apartments. An ornamental wrought 
iron archway is at the driveway entrance. The site features two semi-circled scored 
pathways, one along the south side property line, and the other along the north side 
property line. Additional architectural details can be found in Attachment 1.   

The subject property was designated a City Structure of Merit in 2019; see Attachment 4. 
On June 3, 2025, the applicant, on behalf of the property owner, submitted a Mills Act 
Contract Application for the property. 

ANALYSIS 

The applicant’s historic architect, who is also serving as the historic resource consultant, 
prepared the Mills Act submittal in line with the City’s program requirements. The Mills Act 
application includes the following components: 

1) Historic Architectural Summary for the subject property (Attachment 1), which 
includes a list of the Features to be Preserved, which are also character-defining 
features.    

2) A Rehabilitation Plan (Attachment 2), which outlines the projects identified for 
restoration, rehabilitation, and maintenance of the property over the ten-year 
contract period; and  

3) A financial analysis spreadsheet for estimating the potential Mills Act tax savings 
for this request, based on property-specific figures calculated using standard 
formulas.  

The purpose of this review is to confirm the eligibility of the property to participate in the 
program and verify the validity of the identified work plan items. Should the City enter into a 
Mills Act Contract with the property owner, the Alameda County Assessor’s Office will be 
responsible for verifying the figures provided by the applicant, conducting calculations, 
and applying actual property tax reductions on future tax bills beginning in 2026.   

All improvements included in the Rehabilitation Plan (Attachment 2) relate to restoring the 
historic, character-defining features of the building and site, or extending the Structure of 
Merit’s useful life. Based on the rehabilitation plan (Attachment 2), all of the proposed 
work items can be considered “ordinary maintenance and repair” since they do not include 
a change to the character of any of the exterior features, and therefore, would be exempt 
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from the requirements of a Structural Alteration Permit (SAP), pursuant to the Landmarks 
Preservation Ordinance (Berkeley Municipal Code Section 3.24.260). If any future work is 
proposed to go beyond the scope of “ordinary maintenance and repair,” it would be 
subject to prior approval by the Commission. 

The work plan items appear to be justifiable in that they constitute restoration, repair, 
rehabilitation, and continued maintenance of the subject property. Further, the work plan 
would provide for the property’s “use, maintenance and restoration as to retain its 
characteristics as property of historical significance,” as provided for in the Mills Act, 
Government Code Sections 50280 et. Seq., as authorized by the Berkeley City Council per 
Resolution No. 59,355 – N.S. For these reasons, staff concludes that the proposed 
rehabilitation plan items represent improvements that are consistent with the 
requirements of the Mills Act. 

MILLS ACT CONTRACT PROPOSAL 

The intent of the Mills Act is to provide property tax relief so that the property owners entering 
into Mills Act Contracts with the City will reinvest a significant portion of the property tax 
savings resulting from the Contract into preserving and/or restoring their property. The 
applicant’s proposed 10-year plan of improvements is provided in Attachment 2, and 
summarized in Table 1, below. 
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Table 1. Summary of Rehabilitation Schedule & Recommended Treatments 

Feature 
Treatment  

(as recommended by historic resource consultant) 

Estimated 

Year of 

completion 

Stucco siding Repair 2030 

Windows- west and south Replace 21 windows with new to match existing, and repair 
and reuse stained glass as interior lites.  

2030 

Entry doors- south side 
Replace 7 seven entry doors with new to match existing, 
including salvage and reuse of ornamental escutcheon 
plates 

2030 

Driveway 
Replace patterned concrete paving to match existing 
including removal, restoration, and reinstallation of 
ornamental iron arch and its supports 

2032 

Wrought iron wall-mounted 
unit identification plaques Repair, and where irreparable replace with new to match 2035 

Wrought iron wall-mounted 
lanterns at front and south 
side 

Repair and relamp 
2035 

Metal awnings at south entry 
doors Replace with new to match existing 2032 

Per the applicant’s calculations in Attachments 2 and 3, the owner’s work plan represents a 
full reinvestment of the savings into the property (i.e. spending $220,500 on the 10-year work 
plan, while saving $148,880 in property tax reduction over the 10-year period).   

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff has determined that all work proposed in the Mills Act Contract work plan provides 
for the property’s “use, maintenance and restoration as to retain its characteristics as 
property of historical significance,” and advises the Commission to recommend that City 
Council approve the Mills Act Contract request for the subject property.  

Environmental Review 

The review of the Mills Act contract is not subject to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) “Review for 
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Exemptions.”  

Attachments 

1. Historic Architectural Summary, dated May 28 and July 31, 2025 
2. Rehabilitation Plan, dated July 31, 2025 
3. Financial Analysis Spreadsheet, received August 27, 2025 
4. Notice of Decision – Structure of Merit Designation, June 6, 2019 
5. Project Estimates, received June 30 and August 1,2025 
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