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If you’re not for Zero Waste…
how much waste are your for?
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Agenda
1.Welcome and presentation
2. Proposed goals and guiding principles
3. Desired policies and program



Internal

Zero Waste Plan Process
1. Review and Summarize Current Policies and Programs

2. Materials Composition Study

3. Review of the Zero Waste Division Operations

4. Outreach and Stakeholder Engagement

5. Transfer Station Feasibility Study Integration

6. New or Revised Zero Waste Programs, Policies and/or Ordinances

7. Zero Waste Program Outreach and Education Program Recommendations

8. Zero Waste Division Staffing

9. Develop Financial Analysis Showing Implementation Costs

10. Draft and Final Zero Waste Strategic Plan
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Zero Waste Plan Schedule
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What is Zero Waste?

Zero Waste is the conservation of all resources by 
means of responsible production, consumption, 
reuse and recovery of products, packaging and 
materials without burning and with no discharges to 
land, water, or air that threaten the environment or 
human health.

-- zwia.org
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Zero Waste Means:
No Burn or Bury
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Zero Waste Eliminates Discharges That 
Threaten Planetary Health
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There is No “Away”
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Nature is the Model
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REPENSAR / REDISEÑAR

REDUCIR

REUTILIZAR

RECICLAJE / COMPOSTAJE

RECUPERACIÓN DE MATERIALES

GESTIÓN DE RESIDUOS

INACEPTABLE
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Rethink/Redesign 
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Reduce
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Reuse
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Recycle/Compost
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Resource Recovery Parks
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Community Vision for Redesign
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Community Vision for Redesign
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Community Vision for Redesign
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Community Vision for Redesign
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Guiding Principles

“Guiding principles” are the values and vision 
of the community that should be reflected in 
the plan
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Los Angeles
1. Education to decrease consumption
2. City leadership as a model for Zero Waste practices 
3. Education to increase recycling 
4. City leadership to increase recycling 
5. Manufacturer Responsibility
6. Consumer responsibility
7. Convenience
8. Incentives
9. New, safe, technology
10. Protect public health and environment
11. Equity
12. Economic efficiency
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Long Beach
1. Build community power

2. Focus on waste prevention

3. Promote meaningful inclusion (intergenerational, multiethnic, multilingual, interclass)

4. Require high labor standards and just transition

5. Ensure physical and language accessibility

6. Make Zero Waste strategies culturally appropriate

7. Prioritize community healing (clean up chemicals)

8. Support the solidarity economy (equitable approaches for system change and market change)

9. Ensure accountability and transparency to the community

10. Zero waste education in schools

11. Systems change through art 
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Boston
1. Embrace the goal of Zero Waste
2. Waste less, divert more 
3. Engage communities and stakeholders 
4. Close the loop
5. Take care of workers 
6. Lead by example 
7. Create a culture of Zero Waste 
8. Get better all the time 
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Global Recycling Council Zero Waste 
Declaration

1. Center Equity
2. Redesign
3. Ban Wasteful Products
4. Make Producers Responsible for

Problem Products
5. Separate at the Source

6. Rescue Food and Compost Organics
7. Support and  Expand Repair and

Reuse
8. Build ing Zero Waste  In frastructu re
9. End Welfare  for Wasting
10. Advoca te  and  Adapt as Needed
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Community Planning Checklist
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Zero Waste Strategic Plan 
Sample Policies and Program 
1. Require Deconstruction and Source Separation of Construction Debris 
2. Direct Mixed Construction Debris to High Diversion Construction Debris Recycling Facilities 
3. Mandatory Ordinance Enforcement for Commercial 
4. Construction Debris Recycling Technical Assistance 
5. Statewide Packaging and Product Design 
6. Collect Additional Items for Landfill Diversion 
7. Plastics Conversion
8. Textile Collection for Reuse & Recycling 
9. Waste Reduction for Diapers 
10. Increase Collection of Reusable Items in the Clean Up Day Program 
11. Outreach and Technical Assistance for Self-Haul 
12. Residential Food Waste Reduction 
13. Foodware Packaging Reduction Plan 
14. Add a Waste Generation Metric and Goal to the Current Landfill Diversion Goals 
15. Commercial Food Donations 
16. Encourage Residential Application of Compost 
17. Sustainable Repair Café Function
18. Improve Recycling Collection and Processing
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