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Civic Center 
Planning Area

➔ Martin Luther King Jr. Civic Center Park
➔ Surrounding Streets

MLK Jr. Way
Center Street
Allston Way

➔ Maudelle Shirek Building
➔ Veterans Memorial Building
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EDUCATION

THE ARTS

COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE
Civic Center will be the heart of Berkeley’s 
community. Civic Center will be the prime 
space for civic life, culture, and the arts.

It will reflect the city’s diverse identities, 
celebrating its history and contributing to 
shaping its future. 

A place of shared resources and a 
platform for free expression accessible to 
all, the Civic Center aims to manifest the 
City’s values, advance social justice, and 
demonstrate the power of true public 
space.

A Vision for 
Berkeley’s Civic 
Center 

Seat of Democracy
Flexible Meeting Spaces 

Progressive Policy
History & Communications

Community Arts Center
Performance Venues 

Creative Arts and Exhibit Spaces

Urban Oasis in 
Nature Together 

From Berkeley Civic Center Vision & Implementation Plan dated July 10, 2020 and 
adopted by Berkeley City Council on September 22, 2020
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Maudelle Shirek Building
The seat of Berkeley’s 
democracy with flexible 
meeting spaces, supportive 
vision-aligned city services, 
and educational uses.

Veterans Memorial Building
A City-run and accessible 
Community Arts Center with 
performance, teaching and 
exhibit venues and spaces.

Design Concept

Civic Center Park & Surrounding Streets
 A safe, nature-based urban oasis for all of Berkeley, designed to support 
community use - strolling, relaxing, having lunch, visiting, playing, and 
attending organized events and impromptu gatherings - throughout the day, 
evening and weekend.
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Design Concept

Civic Center Park & Surrounding Streets
 A safe, nature-based urban oasis for all of Berkeley, designed to support community 
use - strolling, relaxing, having lunch, visiting, playing, and attending organized events 
and impromptu gatherings - throughout the day, evening and weekend.
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Maudelle Shirek Building 
Seat of Berkeley’s democracy with flexible meeting 
spaces and supportive and vision-aligned city services 
and educational uses.

Design Concept
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Veterans Memorial Building 
A Community Arts Center, run by the city, with 
performance venues, teaching and exhibit space, 
accessible by all in the community.

Design Concept
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Vision and 
Implementation 

Plan

Refine & Adopt 
Consensus 

Design Concept

2019 - 2020 2022-20232020-2022

Volunteer Effort; 
Studies;

Council direction 

Funding

Outcomes

2027 >>>

Research, Schematic 
   Design & Approvals,
      Funding Plan,
   Design Development, 
Construction Docs

Permitting,
Bidding & 

Construction

2024-2027

T1 Bond

Vision & 
Implementation 
Plan Adopted
Sept 2020

Public Works Fund

CCCC established;
Studies undertaken;
Council direction for 
preferred design concept

General Fund

Consensus design 
concept and next steps

Overall Project Schedule
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Technical Studies

The pedestrian-improvements 
require further study.

Shared Pedestrian-priority Street

Bulb-Outs and/or 
Tabled Intersections New Crossings
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The concept of daylighting Strawberry Creek 
requires further study.

Technical Studies
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DRAFT ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COSTS     $101,000          $129,000
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A Design Concept for 
Berkeley’s Civic Center 

Civic Center will be the heart of Berkeley’s community. Civic 
Center will be the prime space for civic life, culture, and the arts. 
It will reflect the city’s diverse identities, celebrating its history 
and contributing to shaping its future. A place of shared 
resources and a platform for free expression accessible to all, 
the Civic Center aims to manifest the city’s values, advance 
social justice, and demonstrate the power of true public space.

From Berkeley Civic Center Vision & Implementation Plan dated July 10, 2020 and adopted by 
Berkeley City Council on September 22, 2020

Bay Area Book Festival -  May 7, 2023, Berkeley Civic Center


