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Health Alert 

Penicillin G Benzathine (Bicillin L-A) 
Voluntary Recall and Shortage 

07/16/2025 
 

Situational Update: Bicillin L-A Recall 

On July 10, 2025, Pfizer, the manufacturer of penicillin G benzathine (Bicillin L-A), issued a voluntary recall of 
affected product lots due to particulates identified in the syringes during visual inspection. This includes both 
1.2 million units/2 mL and 2.4 million units/4 mL prefilled syringes distributed from December 11, 2023 – June 
24, 2025. 

Please check your Bicillin stock immediately as affected lots (see below) should be discontinued. You can find 
more information about credit reimbursement for returned affected lots in Pfizer’s Bicillin L-A recall 
notification. 

In response to this recall and as Pfizer is the only manufacturer of Bicillin L-A, the FDA anticipates a limited 
supply of Bicillin L-A 1.2 and 2.4 mu doses with no estimated recovery date.   

Bicillin L-A is the only acceptable treatment for pregnant people infected with or exposed to syphilis and should 
be prioritized for babies exposed to syphilis in utero.  Utilizing Pfizer’s Medical Request Process, providers and 
pharmacy directors who no longer have wholesale or hospital system access to Bicillin L-A can submit a 
medical request form for patients who can only receive Bicillin L-A due to the risk of congenital syphilis. 

Actions Requested for Berkeley Clinicians:  

1. Check your clinic’s Bicillin L-A stock against the list of affected lots and discontinue using any affected lots 
immediately. 

2. Prioritize penicillin G benzathine (Bicillin L-A) for pregnant people and infants with syphilis infection or 
exposure, and those with an allergy to doxycycline.  

3. Use doxycycline to treat non-pregnant adults with primary, secondary, early latent or late latent syphilis, or 
who are contacts to syphilis, who are able to adhere to a multi-day regimen. 

4. Use alternative drugs to treat group A strep pharyngitis and for primary rheumatic fever prophylaxis, e.g. 
penicillin V, amoxicillin, and azithromycin to conserve Bicillin L-A. 

 

 

 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.pfizerhospitalus.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fnews_announcements%2FBicillin%2520Recall%2520Letter.pdf/1/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/89OFxI_w1l7dc5ZLOWXU7Lc4MzFVAK0mtjUJ71xzwrk=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.pfizerhospitalus.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fnews_announcements%2FBicillin%2520Recall%2520Letter.pdf/2/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/zgumqfxLz5XR5SBr_DnqsRPEUq-1qPltIWKqX2JIOAA=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.pfizerhospitalus.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fnews_announcements%2FBicillin%2520Recall%2520Letter.pdf/2/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/zgumqfxLz5XR5SBr_DnqsRPEUq-1qPltIWKqX2JIOAA=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdps.fda.gov%2Fdrugshortages%2Factiveingredient%2Fpenicillin-g-benzathine-injection/1/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/6_-JhDLy5CwoPdtssDseLKjFi2-nKqcjxY8wYYPK3Xg=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.pfizerhospitalus.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2025-07%2FBicillin%2520Supply%2520Update%2520July%25202025.pdf/1/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/7LN0b59vQYrJceV__SqO9Nw1Di4ysAVDISmTizD9Cmo=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.pfizerhospitalus.com%2Fbicillinla-medical-request-form/1/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/5KzHQnjhn_Y0mndWGn2zGSIGExTsdP3lLSlAbLbsRjg=414
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Bicillin L-A Recall Lot Numbers: 

 

If providers have any additional questions about this recall, please contact the CDPH STD Control Branch 
at:  stdcb@cdph.ca.gov 

Resources 
• Pfizer announces urgent recall of Bicillin L-A 
• Pfizer Bicillin Supply Update – July 2025 
• FDA on Bicillin L-A shortage and availability of Extencilline 
• Extencilline Ordering and Administration Instructions 
• CDC STI Treatment Guidelines for Syphilis 
• CDPH: Alternative therapies for the treatment of syphilis in non-

pregnant adults 

mailto:stdcb@cdph.ca.gov
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.pfizerhospitalus.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fnews_announcements%2FBicillin%2520Recall%2520Letter.pdf/4/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/K9lj7RKsw5Bm4ImfDi8UioExm_TtQx1zvu8J5-rAYUQ=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.pfizerhospitalus.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2025-07%2FBicillin%2520Supply%2520Update%2520July%25202025.pdf/2/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/xYzVXQNAohLEYlTo5U32hvEswBMOJNSilmss7kjSk5o=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdps.fda.gov%2Fdrugshortages%2Factiveingredient%2Fpenicillin-g-benzathine-injection/2/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/AJXh-AZ1YEUwuwPRQgefjtzguw7bGEj1goaBFnLzd2I=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fmedia%2F180283%2Fdownload%3Fattachment/1/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/849XJi8uoFxjhUJ-c45ZQf0jjz9jgv3Vt3Yae2IGi-Q=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fstd%2Ftreatment-guidelines%2Fsyphilis.htm/1/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/WXxKpLqw-b4oNqi2CtU5h-f22V5jVfA4-bLBrWYMsHE=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdph.ca.gov%2FPrograms%2FCID%2FDCDC%2FCDPH%2520Document%2520Library%2FDear-Colleague-Letter_Special-Considerations-for-Treatment-of-Syphilis-Alt-Therapies_9-12-23.pdf/1/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/-C13zzPIQ16im6n4fDJs9BhnRh1_jFZTwycaoT-uxlE=414
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdph.ca.gov%2FPrograms%2FCID%2FDCDC%2FCDPH%2520Document%2520Library%2FDear-Colleague-Letter_Special-Considerations-for-Treatment-of-Syphilis-Alt-Therapies_9-12-23.pdf/1/01000198155ce324-e83affdf-23c1-4c81-9c83-d546f8200ff2-000000/-C13zzPIQ16im6n4fDJs9BhnRh1_jFZTwycaoT-uxlE=414
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