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Why the Census Matters



Census By The Numbers

Census is used to 
allocate $675-800 

Billion for 
education, 

housing, roads, 
health care, 

social services, 
and more! 

Alameda County 
receives 

~60% of 

its revenue from 
Federal & State 

resources, 
determined using 

Census data

In just 10 
minutes, you can 

ensure your 
community gets 

$10,000

An undercount 

of 6% 
=

loss of 

$1 Billion
over 10 
years 

1 million 
children under 
five years old 
missed in 2010 

nationwide



Federal Funding Tied to Census

Education

Transportation
Affordable 
Housing

Housing

Social Services

Federal Highways 
Funding

Foster 

Care 



Census 2020 is Radically Different

Language 
Barriers

Logistics
First Digital 

Census
Fear & Distrust

• Not available in all 

languages spoken in 

Alameda County

• Census Bureau will 

produce 59 languages 

by video and glossary 

guides

• Alameda County will 

provide materials in 

additional languages 

•Most households 

prompted to take the 

Census online

• Available on mobile 

devices

• Can also be taken by 

phone or on paper 

• Census Bureau has limited 

resources and staffing 

•One trial Census 

completed (usually 3 are 

conducted)

• Fewer follow-up visits than 

previous years

• Anticipated challenges in 

hiring enumerators & those 

with language access  us

• Distrust of government

• Data privacy concerns

• Previously proposed 

citizenship question 

• U.S. GAO predicts a 

17% reduction in self-

response



Ways To Take the Census



Data Privacy and Confidentiality



Census Timeline



Hard To Count Populations

● Renters / Frequent movers 
(UC students)

● Unhoused individuals 
● People of color 
● Young children 
● Senior citizens 
● Foreign born residents / Immigrants
● Limited English Proficiency
● Low-income households
● Large or overcrowded households
● People without high school degrees
● People with disabilities 
● Households without a computer or 

internet access
● Targets of law enforcement

Top 5

“Hard-to-Count” 

Census Tracts =

22% of 

population



Alameda County Framework



Berkeley Complete Count Committee

Partner w/ CBO’s
Community 

Events
Census 

Action Centers
Outreach

• Credible, trusted 

messenger

• Connect w/ Hard-to-

Count Populations

Possible locations:

• Libraries

• City Hall

• Senior Centers

• Recreation Centers

•Opportunity to reach 

diverse constituents

• Accomplishments to date:

 National Night Out

 Solano Stroll

 City Open House

• News releases

• Email and social media

• Integrate messaging into 

citywide publications

• Commissions

• Flyers and printed 

materials



How to Get Involved

• Spread the word

• Host a census event

• Participate in a subcommittee

• Become a Census Ambassador

• Apply to be an enumerator



Be Counted, Be Berkeley!



Counting People 
Experiencing Homelessness

Outstanding Questions from Alameda County
• What are the staffing levels for these enumeration operations? 
• How much time will be allotted to this operation? (days / hours)
• Will staff with expertise with this population be hired? 
• Through which methods can these individuals count themselves? 

Service Based 
Enumeration

• Soup kitchens

• Mobile food vans

Group Quarters

• Shelters

• Motels

• SRO’s 

Enumeration of 
Transitory Locations

• RV Camps 

• Encampments


