
Store asparagus, 
broccoli and 
cauliflower in  
the fridge like  
cut flowers. 

CITY OF BERKELEY  

ZERO WASTE SERVICES GUIDE
Residents of 10+ Unit Buildings
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4 TIPS TO COMPLY
Sort Properly 
Residents must sort compostable, cardboard/paper recycling, container 
recycling, and landfill materials into the appropriate containers.
 

Alert your property manager or the City of Berkeley Customer 
Service at (510) 981-7270 if you observe improper waste sorting  
Property managers are required to provide convenient access to all four waste 
streams with proper signage and training annually and at move-in and move-out. 

Alert the City of Berkeley or Alameda County if there is no 
compost/recycling service available at your apartment 
Report noncompliance here: portal.stopwaste.org/non-compliance

Reduce Food Waste
Save Food. Save Money. Save the Environment (stopfoodwaste.org).
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RESIDENT OBLIGATIONS
The City of Berkeley’s Zero Waste Division provides waste collection 
services for City residents, multifamily properties, and businesses.
Statewide Compost and Recycling Laws
Residential property managers and owners are required by law* to subscribe to landfill, recycling, and 
compost collection services, reduce waste, and educate employees, tenants, and contractors to sort 
properly. California state law SB 1383 went into effect on January 1, 2022, and aims to keep recyclable 
and compostable materials out of landfills to reduce emissions that contribute to climate change. In 
Alameda County, the law is implemented and enforced under the Organics Reduction and Recycling 
Ordinance in partnership with StopWaste.

For more information on requirements and food waste prevention: stopwaste.org/rules, 
stopfoodwaste.org 

*SB 1383, AB 341, AB 1826, Berkeley Municipal Codes 12.32, 12.34, 12.35, 12.36, 12.38

Batteries E-Waste Paint

City of Berkeley
Zero Waste Division

(510) 981-7270
berkeleyca.gov/zerowaste 
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Berkeley Recycling Drop-off Center
berkeleyrecycling.org

What Goes Where

Fight Climate Change With Your Green Bin

Food scraps in the landfill
release greenhouse gases that

cause climate change

Food scraps in the green bin are
turned into compost which helps

build healthy soil to grow food

COMPOST

MOVE-IN AND MOVE-OUT 
Got unwanted stuff? Confused about what goes where? Use the RE:Source guide  
at StopWaste.org for nearby reuse, repair, recycling and safe disposal options. Keep  
things out of the landfill by visiting these reusers and recyclers!

•	 Urban Ore (urbanore.com) accepts building materials and household goods in  
usable condition.

•	 Berkeley Recycling Center (berkeleyrecycling.org) accepts gently used clothes  
and books, household batteries, lightbulbs and more.

•	 E-Waste Collective (ewastecollective.org ) accepts electronic waste: TVs,  
computers, microwaves, cables & more. 

•	 Berkeley Transfer Station (berkeleyca.gov/transferstation) accepts furniture, carpets, construction 
material and mattresses (first two free of charge, each additional is $18. Must be free of mold, water 
and pests).

RESOURCES
•	 Free Kitchen Food Scrap Pails and Reusable Produce Bags Contact  

your property manager to request free trainings to receive kitchen  
food scrap pails. 

•	 Free Compost Made from your curbside plant debris and food scraps.  
Available for pick-up year round at the Berkeley Marina. Bring your own  
shovels and containers.	

ZERO WASTE TIPS
•	 Chose to Reuse Save $0.25 when you bring your own cup to  

Berkeley cafes and restaurants! (search “single-use foodware”  
at berkeleyca.gov.)

•	 Shop local. Shop vintage. Support your community and  
our earth.

•	 Repair & Reinvent Visit the City of Berkeley Tool Lending  
Library for DIY paradise - gardening, cooking, building  
tools & more (berkeleypubliclibrary.org - click  
‘Tool Lending’) 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
Household hazardous waste like batteries, fertilizers, pesticides, chemicals, paints and electronics 
cannot be disposed in your curbside carts. For proper disposal options contact (800) 606-6606 or visit 
stopwaste.org/hhw. For disposing paint only, visit paintcare.org.



paper towels 
paper cups

compostable 
items

food-soiled or 
waxed material

dishware • ceramics
window glass

liquid or foodfoam plastic • paper
small plastics (lids, utensils)

dirt, rock or concrete 
construction debris

Only uncoated paper products

LANDFILL

Glass Bottles & Jars • Cans • Foil • Rigid Plastic Containers

Reciclaje de Envases 
容器回收

Plastics: Bags, Film, Soft, Small, Crinkly • Multi-layered 
products such as Milk, Juice and Soup Cartons 

Dish & Glassware • Diapers • Pet Waste
 

Basura 
垃圾 

CONTAINER & BOTTLE 

RECYCLING

Food Scraps • Food-soiled Paper 
Coffee Grounds • Plant and Yard Debris

Compostaje 
堆肥

COMPOST

Clean, Dry Paper • Cardboard • Molded Fiber

  Reciclaje de Cartón/Papel 
紙板/紙張回收

PAPER & CARDBOARD 

RECYCLING

Do not bag, place items loose in cart. Clean, empty and dry containers. 
Save water - wipe clean with spatula or napkin.

Any bag or bin liner type is accepted. 
No liquids.

CHIPS

Compostable materials must be loose 
or placed in paper bags or newspaper.

NO NO

dirt, rock 
or concrete

diapers 
pet waste

Only BPI certified compostable fiber-ware

glass • liquidshazardous or 
electronic waste

hazardous or 
electronic waste

hazardous or 
electronic waste

hazardous or 
electronic waste

juice or 
milk boxes

Do not bag, place items loose in cart. 
Please flatten boxes.

plastic plastics 
or cans

plastic bags 
plastic film

recyclable 
items

furniture

NO NO


