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Civic Arts Commission 
Public Art Subcommittee Meeting 

Tuesday, February 4, 2025 
3:30 PM 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH VIDEOCONFERENCE 
AND TELECONFERENCE 

To attend this meeting using a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device, click: 
https://cityofberkeley-info.zoomgov.com/j/1616125937. If you wish to participate at a Public Comment portions of 
the agenda, click the Raise Hand icon, located under Reactions, and wait to be recognized by the Committee 
Chair. Time limits on Public Comment will apply. To attend this meeting using a telephone, dial (669) 254-5252 and 
when prompted enter Meeting ID 161 612 5937. To electronically submit Public Comment, e-mail 
civicarts@berkeleyca.gov. In the Subject Line type Public Comment and Agenda Item #. Please observe a 150-
word limit. 

AGENDA 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

2. LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The City of Berkeley recognizes that the community we live in was built on the territory of Huchiun (Hooch-yoon),
the ancestral and unceded land of the Chochenyo (Cho-chen-yo) speaking Ohlone (Oh-low-nee) people, the
ancestors and descendants of the sovereign Verona (Vuh-roh-nuh) Band of Alameda County. This land was and
continues to be of great importance to all of the Ohlone Tribes and descendants of the Verona Band. We
acknowledge and honor the original inhabitants of Berkeley, the documented 5,000-year history of a vibrant
community at the West Berkeley Shellmound, and the Ohlone people who continue to reside in the East Bay. We
recognize that Berkeley residents have and continue to benefit from the use and occupation of this unceded stolen
land since the City of Berkeley incorporation in 1878. As stewards of the laws regulating the City of Berkeley, it is
not only vital that we recognize the history of this land, but also recognize that the Ohlone people are present
members of Berkeley and other East Bay communities today. The City of Berkeley will continue to build relationships
with the Lisjan (Lih-Shawn) Tribe and create meaningful actions that uphold the intention of this Land
Acknowledgement.

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)

4. CHAIR REPORT

5. DISCUSSION ITEMS FOR POSSIBLE ACTION

a) Discussion: Eric Powell concept design for Mandala Gates (20 min.) (Attachment 1)
Introduction: Adriana Grino, Public Art Coordinator. Presented by Eric Powell.
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Possible Action: Approval of Eric Powell concept design for the relocation Mandala Gates located at the 
Corp Yard at 1326 Allston Way. 
Public Comment 

b) Discussion: Cube Space Facility and Program Reflections (15 min.) (Attachment 2)
Introduction: Mark Salinas, Public Art Program Lead.
Possible Action: n/a; presentation only
Public Comment

c) Discussion: Cube Space Curatorial Programming in 2025 (10 min.) (Attachment 3)
Introduction: Mark Salinas, Public Art Program Lead.
Possible Action: Approval of Cube Space Curatorial Programming for 2025
Public Comment

d) Discussion: Project Plan for Santa Fe Trackbed to Park Conversion (20 min.) (Attachment 4)
Introduction: Mark Salinas, Public Art Program Lead.
Possible Action: Approval of Project Plan for Santa Fe Trackbed to Park Conversion
Public Comment

6. STAFF REPORT

7. COMMUNICATIONS

8. ADJOURNMENT

Attachments: 
1. Eric Powell concept design for Mandala Gates
2. Cube Space Facility and Program Reflections
3. Cube Space Curatorial Programming for 2025
4. Project Plan for Santa Fe Trackbed to Park Conversion

Staff Contact: 
Mark Salinas, Public Art Program Lead 
msalinas@berkeleyca.gov / (510) 981-7538 

Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the 
City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website. Please note: e-mail addresses, names, 
addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City board, 
commission, or committee, will become part of the public record. If you do not want your e-mail address or any 
other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person 
to the secretary of the relevant board, commission, or committee. If you do not want your contact information 
included in the public record, please do not include that information in your communication. Please contact the 
secretary to the relevant board, commission, or committee for further information. 

ACCESSIBILITY INFORMATION: To request disability-related accommodations to participate in the meeting, 
including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Disability Compliance Program by phone (510) 981-6418 or 
by TTY (510) 981-6347 at least three business days before the meeting date. 
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Eric Powell Mandala Gates 
Relocation 

Public Art Subcommittee 
February 4, 2025

3



Eric Powell. Mandala Gates, 2007. 
Photo courtesy of the artist. 4



Eric Powell. Mandala Gates, 2007. 
Photo courtesy of the artist. 5



Eric Powell., Mandala Gates, 2007. 
Photo courtesy of the artist. 6



Eric Powell. Mandala Gates, 2007. 
Photo courtesy of the artist. 7



Google Maps view of current location at Corporation 
Yard – Bancroft Way 8



Google Maps view of current location at 
Corporation Yard – Bancroft Way 9
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Cube Space: Facility + Program Reflections

Sea Beds and Signals by Dimitra Skandali
June 8, 2019 – August 10, 2019 12



PHOTOGRAPHY: EXTERIOR (HERO SHOT)
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PHOTOGRAPHY: EXTERIOR (RESTROOMS)
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Artwork blocks the Restrooms                   Photography is Cropped                             Photo Angle is Altered
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PHOTOGRAPHY: EXTERIOR (HERO SHOT - NEW)

16



PHOTOGRAPHY: INTERIOR (HERO SHOT - DETAILS)
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SOCIAL MEDIA AND NEWSLETTER
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FLOORPLAN: CABINETS
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SIGNAGE: ARTIST/ARTWORK INFORMATION 
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The City of Berkeley Cube Space is a 200 sq. ft. contemporary art gallery located in 
the heart of downtown Berkeley at 2010 Addison Street. Unlike a traditional 
exhibition space, curated art displays are viewable 24/7 through surrounding store-
front glass walls. Established in 2019, the Cube Space features a rotating series of 
three-month long exhibitions by emerging and mid-career Bay Area artists.
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SIGNAGE: PASSERBY ENGAGEMENT + EDUCATION
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SIGNAGE: PASSERBY ENGAGEMENT + EDUCATION
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Cube Space: Facility + Program Short Term Goals
• Contact Public Works to fix door
• Contact Public Works to establish Cube Space/Civic Arts Storage Room at 2180 Miliva
• Remove items in Cube Space cabinet and relocate to 2180 Miliva
• Create MOU with photographer to capture interior photography
• Update standardized shoot list 
• Research exhibition design company to evaluate exhibition history; floorplan usage; wall and 

window solutions; locations for permanent signage/logo, locations for rotating signage; web + 
kiosk marketing recommendations; community outreach plan; event and reception solutions
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Cube Space: Curatorial Programming in 
2025
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History of Cube Space Curators + Exhibitions

Demetri Broxton:

Leila Weefur: 

Civic Arts Staff (Jen Lovvorn) (Mark Salinas): 

William Hernandez Luege:

Civic Arts Staff (Jen Lovvorn): 

Civic Arts Staff (Zoe Taleporos): 

Leila Weefur: 

Joanna Keane Lopez
April 2025 – June 2025

TBD
July 2025 – September 2025
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William Hernandez Luege August 2024 – September 2025 
Cannot provide services beyond September 2025

Staff Recommendation
Kevin Chen October 2025 Ready Date

February 2025 - April 2025: Prep Time for Curator
May 2025: Presentation to PAS/CAC 
June 2025 to September 2025: Prep Time for Artist 
October 1, 2025 to September 30, 2026: Four 3 month exhibitions* 
* With PAS/CAC option to extend Curatorial Services
* Following Kevin, next Curator is selected through an Open Process with
6-8 month lead time
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FINAL 1.31.2025 

Civic Arts Program 

PUBLIC ART PROJECT PLAN FOR THE SANTA FE TRACKBED TO PARK CONVERSION 

HISTORY OF THE SANTA FE TRACKBED TO PARK CONVERSION  
The history of the Santa Fe Trackbed starts back in 1904, when the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway launched the 
Oakland Local service. The railroad line ran north through Berkeley, from Oakland to Richmond. From the 1930s through 
the 1960s, South Berkeley was redlined by mortgage lending authorities, which resulted in an influx of lower-income 
families of color unable to afford other neighborhoods, as well as lack of public investments in the area, such as new open 
space. 

In the 1950s, Santa Fe terminated its passenger service, and then terminated its freight services by the early 1970s. In 1974, 
the citizens of Berkeley approved “Measure Y,” which provided funding for the acquisition and development of the full 3.1-
mile stretch of the Santa Fe Railroad Right-of-way (Santa Fe ROW) through Berkeley. Berkeley’s City Council approved the 
acquisition in 1978, and a year later they approved the development of the Santa Fe ROW for a combination of “park land, 
housing, and to sell to neighboring residents.” The City then completed two significant improvements to this land in the 
early 1980s: one was Cedar-Rose Park, built at the northern end of Berkeley’s Santa Fe ROW; the second was Strawberry 
Creek Park, built just south of University Avenue. 

After the City constructed those two parks, the rest of the corridor remained undeveloped except for several affordable 
housing projects which were built on parcels adjacent to Channing and Dwight Way. In addition, immediately south of Ward 
Street, the City built a housing development, Sojourner Truth Way. Opposition to the continued loss of the Santa Fe ROW as 
a public asset led to the passage of the voter-approved Measure L which mandated retention of the remainder of the 
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corridor as open space. In addition, the City’s 2000 General Plan forbade additional parcel sales of the right-of-way. The 
corridor was thus designated exclusively for parks, pathways, tot lots, community gardens and other resident-supported 
open space projects. 
 
Since 2000, the leftover parcels have remained mostly untouched. A couple community efforts of noteworthy mention are 
the Berkeley Community Orchard and the Southern Berkeley Bioremediation Garden and Public Education Project. In 2007 
the Berkeley Community Orchard secured funding to move forward with their plans for an orchard, but the orchard was 
never fully realized as test results of the site revealed high levels of arsenic. In 2011 the partnership of the Ecology Center, 
UC Berkeley, Berkeley Partners for Parks, Spiral Gardens, and the Berkeley Community Gardening Collaborative resulted in 
the Southern Berkeley Bioremediation Garden and Public Education Project at the portion of the Santa Fe ROW between 
Derby Street and Ward Street. 
 
In 2021, the City received a $5 million grant from the California Proposition 68 Statewide Parks Program to convert some of 
the last undeveloped Santa Fe Trackbed parcels in South Berkeley into a new urban park. The grant application involved an 
extensive community process that led to a final conceptual plan for the new park that reflected community priorities such 
as recreational features that foster community-building through community gardening, gathering spaces, dog play areas, 
children’s playground, and exercise features for all ages, from youth to seniors. 
 
Slated for completion in Summer 2026, the Santa Fe Trackbed to Park Conversion will yield four parcels that create a park 
corridor running north to south: 

• Community Garden Park (between Blake and Parker Streets) 
• Dog Play and Community Park (between Parker and Carleton Streets) 
• Kid’s Play and Community Park (between Carleton and Derby Streets) 
• Urban Farm and Education Park (between Derby and Ward Streets) 

 
Click here for more information on the Santa Fe Trackbed to Park Conversion. 
 
PUBLIC ART OPPORTUNITY 
The City of Berkeley has identified a public art opportunity to design, fabricate, and install a vertical cluster of bird and 
insect habitat boxes in one designated footprint at each of the following locations: 

• Community Garden Park (between Blake and Parker Streets) 
• Urban Farm and Education Park (between Derby and Ward Streets) 

 
The selected artist, or creative team, must design a total of two unique artworks that function as bird and insect habitat 
boxes. The artwork design selected for commissioning through this process will be evaluated for durability and 
maintenance requirements, which will inform the anticipated life span of the artwork. 
 
PUBLIC ART GOALS 

• Provide shelter and nesting sites to native and migratory birds and insects 
• Reflect a strong sense of design aesthetics combined with environmental awareness 
• Develop a bold concept that links both ends of the park corridor 
 

PUBLIC ART BUDGET  
The total project amount is $150,000 and includes all associated costs including, but not limited to, artist design fee, 
research, fabrication, transportation, and installation. Artist will observe and comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, 
codes, and regulations of governmental agencies, including federal, state, municipal and local governing bodies having 
jurisdiction over any or all of the scope of artwork services. 
 
ARTIST ELIGIBILITY 
Civic Arts staff will issue a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) seeking artists and creative teams residing in the 21 Northern 
California Megaregion Counties: Alameda; Contra Costa; El Dorado; Marin; Merced; Monterey; Napa; Placer; Sacramento; 
San Benito; San Francisco; San Joaquin; San Mateo; Santa Clara; Santa Cruz; Solano; Sonoma; Stanislaus; Sutter; Yolo; Yuba. 
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ARTIST SELECTION PROCESS 
Qualification Panel 
Three (3) Bay Area arts professionals serve on the Qualification Panel. This panel screens all applications with the intent to 
advance approximately twenty percent (20%) of total applications received to the Review Panel.  
 
Review Panel 
The Review Panel is comprised of the Qualification Panel plus one (1) Civic Arts Commissioner, one (1) Parks, Recreation 
and Waterfront Commissioner, one (1) member of the landscape design team, and one (1) Entomologist or Ornithologist. 
The Review Panel identifies three (3) finalists who will each receive an honorarium of one thousand five dollars ($1500) to 
cover a mandatory site visit and proposal presentation. 
 
To assist in developing a site-specific proposal, finalists attend a mandatory in-person site visit with City staff, one (1) 
Entomologist, one (1) Ornithologist, and two (2) neighborhood stakeholders.  
 
At a later date, the Review Panel reconvenes for finalists to present their proposals. One proposal will be selected for 
recommendation to the Civic Arts Commission. 
 
Civic Art Commission  
The Review Panel decision is presented to the Public Art Subcommittee and then the Civic Arts Commission for possible, 
final approval. 
 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

• The City of Berkeley and Civic Arts Program post the RFQ which is shared in community newsletters, department 
newsletters, and social media accounts. 

• The City of Berkeley and Civic Arts Program create a public survey to collect feedback on finalist proposals. The 
survey is posted in community newsletters, department newsletters, and social media accounts. 

• The convenings of the Public Art Subcommittee, Civic Arts Commission, and Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront 
Commission are open to the public. 

 
TIMELINE (Subject to change)          
March 2025   RFQ Opens 
May 2025    RFQ Closes  
June/July 2025   Qualification Panel Meeting 
August 2025   Review Panel Meeting 
September 2025   Finalist Site Visit + Q/A 
October 2025   Finalist Proposals Posted for Community Survey 
November 2025   Artist Selected 
February 2026   Artist under Contract 
Summer 2026   Construction of park complete  
No later than Spring 2027  Installation of artwork  
       
FURTHER INFORMATION 
Contact Mark Salinas, Public Art Program Lead / MSalinas@berkeleyca.gov / 510.981.7538 
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