
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510. 981.5400    TDD: 510.981.6903    Fax: 510. 981.5450 
E-mail: mkatz@berkeleyca.gov

 AGENDA 
Wednesday, February 18, 2026 

6:30 PM 
2180 Milvia Street 

Berkeley, CA 94704 

Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 

Preliminary Matters 
1. Roll Call
2. Agenda Approval
3. Public Comment

Update/Action Items 
The Commission may take action related to any subject listed on the agenda, except 
where noted. 

Berkeley Community Action Agency Board Business 

4. Approve minutes from the 01/21/2026 regular meeting (Attachment A) – All

5. Election of low-income representatives – All

6. Election of Board Chair and Vice Chair - All

7. Review City of Berkeley funded agency program and financial reports (Attachment C) 
—Staff

a. Bay Area Outreach & Recreation Program (BORP) FY25 – Second half program 
and Q4 financial report

Other Discussion Items 

8. Community Service presentation from Hope McDonnell, Berkeley Suitcase Clinic

9. Discussion and possible action on draft HWCAC letter to City Council on police
operations

10. Discussion and possible action of policy proposals to City Council regarding
homelessness – All

11. Discussion and possible action to address potential funding gaps for services aimed at
low-income residents – All

12. Discussion and possible action to create a plan to collaborate with other City of Berkeley
commissions on homelessness – All

13. Discussion and possible action on commission recruitment and outreach efforts – All

14. Review latest City Council meeting agenda
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15. Announcements 
 

16. Future Agenda Items 

 
Adjournment 
 
 
 
Attachments 
A. Draft minutes of the 01/21/2026 regular meeting 
B. Program and financial reports from BORP 
C. Draft Letter to City Council on Police Operations 
D. Review City Council Meeting Agenda at City Clerk Dept. or 
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/citycouncil 
 
Communications 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the 
City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail addresses, 
names, addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication 
to a City board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your 
e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. 
Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant9 board, commission or committee.  If you do not want 
your contact information included in the public record, please do not include that information in your 
communication.  Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further 
information.  Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this 
agenda will be made available for public inspection at Housing and Community Services Department located at 
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor. 
 
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-related accommodation(s) 
to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Disability Services specialist 
at 981-6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least three business days before the meeting date.  Please refrain from 
wearing scented products to this meeting. 

 
Secretary:   
Mary-Claire Katz 
Health, Housing & Community Services Department 
510-981-5414 
mkatz@berkeleyca.gov   

 
Mailing Address: 
Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 
Mary-Claire Katz, Secretary 
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor 
Berkeley, CA 94704 

 
 

http://www.cityofberkeley.info/citycouncil
mailto:mkatz@berkeleyca.gov


2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510. 981.5400    Fax: 510. 981.5450 
E-mail: mkatz@berkeleyca.gov

DRAFT MINUTES 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026 

6:30 PM 
2180 Milvia Street 

Berkeley, CA 94704 

Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 

Preliminary Matters 
1. Roll Call:

Present: Huchting, Lippman, Sol
Absent: Bohn (unexcused)
Quorum: 3 (Attended: 3)
Staff Present: Kat Larrowe
Public Present: 2

2. Agenda Approval
Action: M/S/C (Sol/Lippman) Approve agenda as written
Vote: Ayes - Lippman, Sol, Huchting. Noes – None; Abstain – None; Absent – Bohn.

3. Public Comment
None

Update/Action Items 
The Commission may take action related to any subject listed on the agenda, except 
where noted. 

Berkeley Community Action Agency Board Business 

4. Approve minutes from the 10/15/2025 regular meeting (Attachment A) – All
Action:  M/S/C (Huchting/Lippman) to approve the minutes from the 10/15/25 regular
meeting.
Vote: Ayes - Lippman, Sol, Huchting. Noes – None; Abstain – None; Absent – Bohn

5. Election of low-income representatives – All
No action taken

6. Review of 2025 CSBG Onsite Monitoring Report from Department of Community
Services & Development (CSD)
No action taken

7. Review City of Berkeley funded agency program and financial reports (Attachment C) —
Staff

a. LifeLong Medical Care FY25 – Q4 program and financial reports
No action taken
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Other Discussion Items 

8. Sustainable Creative Cooperative Housing and Living Presentation from Jonathan
YOUTT, PLACE for Sustainable Living and Sally HINDMAN from Tiny Village Spirit
No action taken

9. Discussion and possible action of policy proposals to City Council regarding
homelessness – All
No action taken

10. Discussion and possible action to address potential funding gaps for services aimed at
low-income residents – All
No action taken

11. Discussion and possible action to create a plan to collaborate with other City of Berkeley
commissions on homelessness – All
No action taken

12. Discussion and possible action on commission recruitment and outreach efforts – All
No action taken

13. Review latest City Council meeting agenda
No action taken

14. Announcements
No action taken

15. Future Agenda Items
No action taken

Adjournment 
Action:  M/S/C (Lippman/Huchting) to adjourn meeting at 8:30pm 
Vote: Ayes - Lippman, Sol, Huchting. Noes – None; Abstain – None; Absent – Bohn 

Attachments 
A. Draft minutes of the 10/15/2025 regular meeting
B. 2025 CSD Monitoring Report
C. Program and financial reports from LLMC
D. Review City Council Meeting Agenda at City Clerk Dept. or
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/citycouncil

http://www.cityofberkeley.info/citycouncil
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Communications 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the 
City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail addresses, 
names, addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication 
to a City board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your 
e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. 
Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant9 board, commission or committee.  If you do not want 
your contact information included in the public record, please do not include that information in your 
communication.  Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further 
information.  Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this 
agenda will be made available for public inspection at Housing and Community Services Department located at 
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor.

This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-related accommodation(s) 
to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Disability Services specialist 
at 981-6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least three business days before the meeting date.  Please refrain from 
wearing scented products to this meeting. 

Secretary:   
Mary-Claire Katz 
Health, Housing & Community Services Department 
510-981-5414
mkatz@berkeleyca.gov 

Mailing Address: 
Human Welfare and Community Action Commission 
Mary-Claire Katz, Secretary 
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor 
Berkeley, CA 94704 

mailto:mkatz@berkeleyca.gov


City of Berkeley Housing & Community Services Department
2180 Milvia Street
Berkeley, CA 94704
Contact: Community Agency RFP, CommunityAgencyRFP@berkeleyca.gov 510.981.5408

Program: Recreational Services for Disabled
Agency: Bay Area Outreach & Recreation Program (BORP)

 
City of Berkeley

Community Agency
CLIENT CHARACTERISTICS REPORT

Contract No: 32500026

This Report Due: July 15, 2025

Agency: Bay Area Outreach & Recreation Program
(BORP) Period of: 2nd Half 2025

Program: Recreational Services for Disabled Prepared By: Julie Yates
Phone: 510-225-7031 E-mail: jay@borp.org, emily@borp.org

1. CLIENT SUMMARY - Unduplicated Count 1st Half
2nd Half (New
Participants

Only)

FY 2025
(7/1/24 -
6/30/25)

A. Total New Clients Served by the Program who live in Berkeley and/or Attend Berkeley Schools  178 110 288
B. Total New Berkeley Clients Served for Whom You Were Able to Gather Statistics on Age, Race/Ethnicity, and
Income  69 36 105
C. Total New Berkeley Clients Served for Whom You Were NOT Able to Gather Statistics on Age, Race/Ethnicity,
and Income  0 6 6

 
2. DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

RACE - Unduplicated Count 1st Half
2nd Half

(New participants only)
FY 2025

(7/1/24 - 6/30/25)

Single Race Categories Non-Hispanic
Hispanic
Ethnicity Non-Hispanic Hispanic Ethnicity Non-Hispanic

Hispanic
Ethnicity

American Indian/Alaskan Native  0  0 0  0  0
Asian  18  0 2  20  0
Black/African American  4  0 4  8  0
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander  0  0 0 0  0  0
White  43  4 26 4  69  8
Combined Race Categories
Black/African American & Other Combined Race Categories  0  0  0  0
Hispanic & Other Combined Race Categories  0  0  0  0

TOTALS  65  4  32  4  97  8
TOTAL SERVED 69  36  105

 
3. INCOME LEVEL

Income Level - Unduplicated Count 1st Half

2nd Half
(New participants

only)
FY 2025

(7/1/24 - 6/30/25)
Poverty  2 1  3
Poverty to 30% of AMI (Ex. Low)  9 7  16
31-50% of AMI (Low)  43 22  65
51-80% of AMI (Moderate)  4 3  7
Above 80% of AMI  11 3  14

TOTALS  69 36  105

 
4. AGE

Age - Unduplicated Count 1st Half

2nd Half
(New participants

only)
FY 2025

(7/1/24 - 6/30/25)
Under 5  6 2  8
5-12  0 2  2
13-17  3 0  3
18-24  2 1  3
25-34  6 5  11
35-44  11 9  20
45-54  5 2  7
55-64  14 2  16

  View AMI Table
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65+  22 13  35
TOTALS  69 36  105

 
5. OTHER CHARACTERISTICS

Other Characteristics - Unduplicated Count 1st Half

2nd Half
(New participants

only)
FY 2025

(7/1/24 - 6/30/25)
Female  42 17  59
Male  26 18  44
Other  1 1  2
Disabled  69 36  105
Homeless  0 0  0
Chronically Homeless  0 0  0
Female Head of Household  0 0  0

 

 
6. SERVICE MEASURES

  Annual Goal 1st Half 2nd Half

Served Year-to-
Date

FY 2026
Projected vs

Actual

Service Measures UOS:
Projected

Projected
New

Participants UOS:
New

Participants UOS:
Continuing
Participants

New
Participants

UOS:
Total

Total New
Participants %

% New
Participants

Client Sessions 1,224 80  1,032  69 1,20
8 69 35 2,240 104 183

% 130%

Service Measure Definitions:
Client Sessions  1224  80 Clients accessed previously inaccessible

services 80
Client Sessions     Clients demonstrate improved functioning 50
Client Sessions     Participants achieved enhanced skills or

knowledge 50
Client Sessions 



BORP provides a multitude of sports and recreation activities for Berkeley clients with disabilities.  Estimated 
annual participant sessions (UOS) to be delivered for each activity is shown below.

Adaptive Cycling & Kayaking at Aquatic Park, open hours Th and Saturday 10am-4pm and Tuesday evenings 

 

 
1st Half Narrative (click to view)

 
2nd Half Narrative





In the past 6 months, BORP hosted three tournaments at James Kenney, allowing local players to play in front of a home crowd. 

In March, we held our first sanctioned Division 3 and Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Tournament—also the debut for our new 
women’s team—which drew six teams from as far as Florida. We also hosted a youth and recreational wheelchair basketball 
tournament, followed by a Power Soccer tournament in May.

You have -12 characters left.

 
7. OUTCOMES

Outcomes
Annual
Goal

1st Half
Achieved
Outcome

2nd Half
Achieved
Outcome

Achieved
Outcome
FY 2025
(7/1/24 -
6/30/25)

% Achieved
Outcome of
Annual Goal

% Achieved
Outcome of
Total Served

1 Clients accessed previously inaccessible services  80  0 111  111  139%  100%
1 Clients demonstrate improved functioning  50   58  58  116%  52%
1 Participants achieved enhanced skills or knowledge  50   58  58  116%  52%

 
1st Half Narrative (click to view)

 
2nd Half Narrative





BORP’s 2025 participant survey shows that we continue to have a transformative and unparalleled impact in Berkeley. 98% of 
participants are satisfied with BORP’s programs, and 100% felt treated with respect by staff. 96% said BORP programs helped them 
make progress toward goals, and 93% reported their needs were fully met. 92% noted improvements in overall health and wellness, 
and 97% noted new skills and knowledge. Importantly, 98% of participants felt less isolated and 100% felt more connected to their 
community as a  result of their participation. Open-ended feedback highlighted the confidence, skill-building, and deep sense of 
belonging fostered at BORP. As one participant shared, “There’s no one else in the area who provides anything like what BORP does—

You have 8 characters left.
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Upload Attachments: (Up to 10 documents can be attached)
Berkeley_Participant_Satisfaction_Survey_2025_2.xlsx

Click here to go to the Upload Documents page (Your report will be saved)
 
 
8. PROGRAM SATISFACTION SURVEY

Question Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly

Agree
Does
Not

Apply

I Do Not
Understand

This
Question

Total Number
of responses

1. I am satisfied with the
services I have received from
this program.

This Period 0 0 1 6 47 4 58
Prior Periods 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 1 6 47 4 0 58
% of Total 0% 0% 2% 10% 81% 7% 0% 100%

2. This program's staff treated
me with respect.

This Period 0 0 0 4 52 56
Prior Periods 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 4 52 0 0 56
% of Total 0% 0% 0% 7% 93% 0% 0% 100%

3. This program helped me
make progress towards my
goals.

This Period 0 0 2 11 38 7 58
Prior Periods 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 2 11 38 7 0 58
% of Total 0% 0% 3% 19% 66% 12% 0% 100%

4. This program met my needs. This Period 0 0 4 12 37 5 58
Prior Periods 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 4 12 37 5 0 58
% of Total 0% 0% 7% 21% 64% 9% 0% 100%

Additional Questions:
5. As a direct result of
participating in the program my
overall health and wellness
has improved.

This Period 0 0 4 13 35 6 58
Prior Periods 0
Total 0 0 4 13 35 6 0 58
% of Total 0% 0% 7% 22% 60% 10% 0% 100%

6. As a direct result of
participating in the program I
have enhanced skills and/or
knowledge.

This Period 0 0 2 21 34 2 59
Prior Periods 0
Total 0 0 2 21 34 2 0 59
% of Total 0% 0% 3% 36% 58% 3% 0% 100%

7. As a direct result of
participating in the program I
feel more connected to my
community.

This Period 0 0 0 20 38 58
Prior Periods 0
Total 0 0 0 20 38 0 0 58
% of Total 0% 0% 0% 34% 66% 0% 0% 100%

8. As a direct result of
participating in the program I
feel less isolated.

This Period 0 0 1 21 33 4 59
Prior Periods 0
Total 0 0 1 21 33 4 0 59
% of Total 0% 0% 2% 36% 56% 7% 0% 100%

9. Additional comments from
consumers completing the
survey





“I am so grateful for our bus transportation as that is the only way I can get to trails and parks. I just wish our drivers were 
more on time and prepared for the trips…”

“Thank you BORP!”

 
Select any additional questions (10 Max)

As a direct result of participating in the program I have what I need to maintain my independence.
As a direct result of participating in the program my overall health and wellness has improved.
As a direct result of participating in the program I have what I need to remain housed.
As a direct result of participating in this program my housing situation has improved.
As a direct result of participating in the program I have an increased understanding of community resources and supports.
As a direct result of participating in the program I have enhanced skills and/or knowledge.
As a direct result of participating in the program I have what I need to achieve my educational goals.
As a direct result of participating in the program I have what I need to reach my employment goals.
As a direct result of participating in the program I feel more connected to my community.
As a direct result of participating in the program I feel less isolated.
As a direct result of participating in the program my legal rights have been protected.
As a direct result of participating in the program I am better able to take care of my own needs.
As a direct result of participating in this program I feel more financially secure.
As a direct result of participating in the program,
 I certify that the City of Berkeley has approved this question as written

 

 
Report Submitted by: Julie Yates      Date: 07/31/2025 Accepted by: Mary-Claire Katz      Date: 08/05/2025
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Return to Reports Page
CITY OF BERKELEY

COMMUNITY AGENCY STATEMENT OF EXPENSE
04/01/2025 TO 06/30/2025

Note: Any variation from the Approved Budget exceeding ten percent (10%) requires a Budget Modification Form.

Agency Name: Bay Area Outreach & Recreation Program
(BORP) Contract #: 32500026

Program Name: Recreational Services for Disabled PO #: 22000504
Funding Source : General Fund

Expenditure
Category Staff Name

Approved
Budget

Budget
Mod Q3

Revised
Budget

Jul-Sep
2024

Oct-Dec
2024

Jan-Mar
2025

Apr-Jun
2025

Total
Expenditure

Budget
Balance

Program
Manager -
Adventures &
Outings

 Lori Gray  $3,600.00  $0.00  $3,600.00  $900.00  $900.00  $900.00  $900.00 $3,600.00 $0.00

Program Director
- Adaptive
Cycling

 Leo
Siecienski  $9,300.00  $1,125.00  $10,425.00  $2,325.00  $2,325.00  $2,775.00  $3,000.00 $10,425.00 $0.00

Program
Manager -
Fitness

 Cynthia
Noonan  $3,600.00  $0.00  $3,600.00  $900.00  $900.00  $900.00  $900.00 $3,600.00 $0.00

Program
Assistant 1 -
Adaptive Cycling

 Terri
Fredlund  $3,600.00  $-750.00  $2,850.00  $900.00  $600.00  $990.08  $465.92 $2,956.00 -$106.00

Program
Manager -
Kayaking

 Mia
Feldbaum  $3,600.00  $-400.00  $3,200.00  $890.40  $578.76  $926.10  $926.10 $3,321.36 -$121.36

Program
Associate -
Sports

 Jorge
Macias  $4,500.00  $375.00  $4,875.00  $1,170.00  $1,170.00  $1,170.00  $1,370.00 $4,880.00 -$5.00

Taxes/Benefits    $5,600.00  $-1,000.00  $4,600.00  $1,101.57  $1,030.55  $1,174.23  $1,242.30 $4,548.65 $51.35
Office Supplies    $100.00  $0.00  $100.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $98.87 $98.87 $1.13
Program
Expense    $2,400.00  $0.00  $2,400.00  $837.83  $484.33  $736.34  $74.86 $2,133.36 $266.64

Rent    $7,000.00  $0.00  $7,000.00  $1,296.00  $1,685.00  $2,589.50  $1,583.00 $7,153.50 -$153.50
Communications    $600.00  $0.00  $600.00  $150.00  $150.00  $150.00  $150.00 $600.00 $0.00
Insurance    $1,200.00  $0.00  $1,200.00  $1,200.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 $1,200.00 $0.00
Utilities    $900.00  $650.00  $1,550.00  $564.96  $203.35  $487.39  $227.56 $1,483.26 $66.74
Indirect Costs    $4,592.00  $0.00  $4,592.00  $1,000.00  $1,200.00  $1,200.00  $1,192.00 $4,592.00 $0.00
TOTAL   $50,592.00 $0.00 $50,592.00 $13,235.76 $11,226.99 $13,998.64 $12,130.61 $50,592.00 $0.00
 

Advances Received $50,592.00
Underspent/(Overspent) $0.00

 
Total Current Year (FY 2025) Allocation

Expenditure
Category Staff Name

Approved
Budget

Budget
Mod Q3

Revised
Budget

Jul-Sep
2024

Oct-Dec
2024

Jan-Mar
2025

Apr-Jun
2025

Total
Expenditure

Budget
Balance

Communications $600.00 $0.00 $600.00 $150.00 $150.00 $150.00 $150.00 $600.00 $0.00
Indirect Costs $4,592.00 $0.00 $4,592.00 $1,000.00 $1,200.00 $1,200.00 $1,192.00 $4,592.00 $0.00
Insurance $1,200.00 $0.00 $1,200.00 $1,200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,200.00 $0.00
Office Supplies $100.00 $0.00 $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $98.87 $98.87 $1.13
Program Assistant
1 - Adaptive
Cycling

Terri
Fredlund $3,600.00 $-750.00 $3,600.00 $900.00 $600.00 $990.08 $465.92 $2,956.00 -$106.00

Program Associate
- Sports

Jorge
Macias $4,500.00 $375.00 $4,500.00 $1,170.00 $1,170.00 $1,170.00 $1,370.00 $4,880.00 -$5.00

Program Director -
Adaptive Cycling

Leo
Siecienski $9,300.00 $1,125.00 $9,300.00 $2,325.00 $2,325.00 $2,775.00 $3,000.00 $10,425.00 $0.00

Program Expense $2,400.00 $0.00 $2,400.00 $837.83 $484.33 $736.34 $74.86 $2,133.36 $266.64
Program Manager
- Adventures &
Outings

Lori Gray $3,600.00 $0.00 $3,600.00 $900.00 $900.00 $900.00 $900.00 $3,600.00 $0.00
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Program Manager
- Fitness

Cynthia
Noonan $3,600.00 $0.00 $3,600.00 $900.00 $900.00 $900.00 $900.00 $3,600.00 $0.00

Program Manager
- Kayaking

Mia
Feldbaum $3,600.00 $-400.00 $3,600.00 $890.40 $578.76 $926.10 $926.10 $3,321.36 -$121.36

Rent $7,000.00 $0.00 $7,000.00 $1,296.00 $1,685.00 $2,589.50 $1,583.00 $7,153.50 -$153.50
Taxes/Benefits $5,600.00 $-1,000.00 $5,600.00 $1,101.57 $1,030.55 $1,174.23 $1,242.30 $4,548.65 $51.35
Utilities $900.00 $650.00 $900.00 $564.96 $203.35 $487.39 $227.56 $1,483.26 $66.74
TOTAL $50,592.00 $0.00 $50,592.00 $13,235.76 $11,226.99 $13,998.64 $12,130.61 $50,592.00 -$0.00

 
Total Carryover (FY 2024) Allocation

Expenditure Category Staff Name
Approved
Budget

Budget
Mod Q3

Revised
Budget

Jul-Sep
2024

Oct-Dec
2024

Jan-Mar
2025

Apr-Jun
2025

Total
Expenditure

Budget
Balance

$0.00 $0.00
TOTAL $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

 
Quarter 3 Budget Modification:
Cycling Program Assistant out on leave during Q2-Q3. Kayaking Program Manager worked fewer hours during
winter months. Cycling Program Director increased hours due to reduced staffing support. Taxes/Benefits less due
to staffing changes and switch to lower cost plan. Increased costs for Utilities at Cycling Center.

Explain any staffing changes and/or spending anomalies that do not require a budget modification at this time:
Variances in budget line items for staff, benefits, rent and utilities were very minor and due to normal fluctuations
in costs.

Upload of Resumes for New Staff (required):

 

Expenditures reported in this statement are in accordance with our contract agreement and are taken from our
books of account which are supported by source documentation.
All federal and state taxes withheld from employees for this reporting period were remitted to the appropriate
government agencies. Furthermore, the employerï¿½s share or contributions for Social Security, Medicare,
Unemployment and State Disability insurance, and any related government contribution required were
remitted as well.

Prepared By:   Julie Yates Email: jay@borp.org Date: 08/18/2025
Authorized By: Julie Yates
Name of Authorized Signatory with Signature on File

Email: jay@borp.org

Approved By: Examined By: Approved By:
Mary-Claire Katz     08/27/2025 _______________________ _______________________
Project Manager             Date CSA Fiscal Unit             Date CSA Fiscal Unit             Date
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For the HWCA Commissions 2/18/26 Meeting for Review/Editing Suggestions: 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council. 
 
We are writing to express our opposition to Council Member Rashi Kesarwani’s 
recommendation that the city of Berkeley adopt a resolution to rescind the following: 

●​ Her recommendation to rescind the reporting process for use of pepper spray because it 
is too much an administrative burden to the City 

●​ Her recommendation to rescind the restriction on the use of “air support” like helicopters 
and canine support 

●​ Her recommendation to reinstate the use of tear gas in “limited situations” 
 

These recommendations will allow BPD to unnecessarily adopt the weapons of war against its 
own citizens and serve to instill fear in Berkeleyans who wish to exercise their rights that 
guarantee free speech, the right to assembly and peaceful protest.   
  
Additionally, we believe it will create a deep well of mistrust of city leadership. 
  
At the same time, the Chief of Berkeley Police has been illegally withholding information that the 
director of the police accountability board (PAB) has a legal right to about BPD's police 
misconduct – to the extent that the Chief is being sued. The voters who supported the creation 
of the PAB by 85% vote are not getting the legal oversight of police behavior required by law.  
  
The resistance of the chief to cooperate with PAB as mandated by law, coupled with 
Councilmember Kesarwani’s recommendations, undermines the civil rights of our citizens and 
undermines the will of Berkeley’s voters and those who are reside here but who may be unable 
to vote. 
 
These “tools” should stay rescinded– especially now when our BPD must stand with the citizens 
of Berkeley given the threats posed by ICE, who currently uses these tools of war against 
citizens around the country. 
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