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REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
November 6, 2024 – 7:00 PM  

North Berkeley Senior Center, Juniper Room 
1901 Hearst Ave., Berkeley, CA 94709 

 
Mayor Arreguin: 

Carole Marasovic – Chair 
Rashi Kesarwani: 

Sadie Mae Palmatier 
Terry Taplin: 

Denah S. Bookstein 
Ben Bartlett: 

Paul Kealoha-Blake –  
Vice Chair 

Igor Tregub: 
Mary Ann Meany 

Sophie Hahn: 
Vacant 

Susan Wengraf: 
Steven Segal 

Cecilia Lunaparra: 
Donnell Jones 

Mark Humbert: 
Vacant 

 
Josh Jacobs, Homeless Services Coordinator, Homeless Services Panel of Experts 

Staff Secretary, jjacobs@berkeleyca.gov, 510.225.8035 
 

 All items are for discussion and possible action. 
 
1. Roll Call.  
2. Read of the land acknowledgement. 
3. Public comment for items not on the agenda. 
 
Updates/Action Items:  
4. Approval of the Agenda. Discussion and Possible Action. 
5. Approval of the October 10, 2024 Minutes. [Attachment 1]. Discussion and Possible 

Action. 
6. Presentation with Q and A from Homeless Full Service Partnership Team from 

Berkeley Mental Health. Discussion and possible action. 
7. Discussion of the January regular meeting time. Discussion and possible action. 
8. Chair report. Discussion only. 
9. Recommendation to Council to allocate additional funding for a location based on 

the former Horizon model, at 742 Grayson, to address community concerns. 
Discussion and possible action. 

10. Discussion of an urgent increase in number of sanitation facilities to serve basic 
health needs of Berkeley’s unsheltered, and partly sheltered citizens. Discussion 
and possible action/possible recommendation. 

11. Discussion of an urgent need for a 24/7 services capability due to the increased 
unsheltered or partly sheltered citizens in Berkeley struggling with addiction, mental 
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health challenges and physical insecurity. Discussion and possible action/possible 
recommendation. 

12. Adjourn. 
 
Attachments: 

1. October 9, 2024 minutes. 
2. Homeless Commission: Porta-Potties for the Poor Tour (aka First They Came for 

the Homeless) 
3. List of current portable toilets in the city.  
4. Press release: Where Do We Go.  
5. Service capacity hours. 

 
 

Correspondence and Notice of Decision Requests:  
 
Deadlines for Receipt: 
A) Supplemental Materials must be received by 5 PM the day before the meeting.  
B) Supplemental Communications must be received no later than noon the day of the meeting. 
 
Procedures for Distribution: 
A) Staff will compile all Supplemental Materials and Supplemental Communications received by the 
deadlines above into a Supplemental Packet, and will print 15 copies of this packet for the Commission 
meeting.  
B) For any Supplemental Material or Communication from a Commissioner received after these deadlines, 
it is the Commissioner’s responsibility to ensure that 15 printed copies are available at the meeting. 
Commissioners will not be reimbursed for any printing or materials expenses. 
C) Staff will neither print nor distribute Supplemental Communications or Materials for subcommittee 
meetings.  
 
Procedures for Consideration:  
A) The Commission must make a successful motion to accept and receive all Supplemental Materials and 
Communications into the record. This includes the Supplemental Packet compiled by staff.  
 
B) Each additional Supplemental Material or Communication received by or before the meeting that is not 
included in the Supplemental packet (i.e., those items received after the respective deadlines above) must 
be individually voted upon to be considered by the full Commission.  
 
C) Supplemental Materials subject to a Commission vote that are not accepted by motion of the 
Commission, or for which there are not at least 15 paper copies (9 for each Commission seat, one for staff 
records, and 5 for the public) available by the scheduled start of the meeting, may not be considered by the 
Commission.  
 
*Supplemental Materials are defined as any items authored by one or more Commissioners, pertaining to 
an agenda item but available after the agenda and packet for the meeting has been distributed, on which 
the Commission is asked to take vote at the meeting. This includes any letter to Council, proposed Council 
report, or other correspondence on behalf of the Commission for which a full vote of the Commission is 
required. 
 
**Supplemental Communications are defined as written emails or letters from members of the public or 
from one or more Commissioners, the intended audience of which is the full Commission. Supplemental 
Communications cannot be acted upon by the Commission, and they may or may not pertain to agenda 
items. 
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Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will 
be made available for public inspection at Health, Housing & Community Services Department located at 
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor.  
 
Public Comment Policy:  
Members of the public may speak on any items on the Agenda and items not on the Agenda during the 
initial Public Comment period. Members of the public may not speak more than once on any given item. 
The Chair may limit public comments to 3 minutes or less. 
 
 
COMMUNITY ACCESS INFORMATION 
ADA Disclaimer “This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-
related accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 
the ADA Program Coordinator at 510-981-6418 (V) or 510-981-6347 (TDD) at least three business days 
before the meeting date.  Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting.” 
 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part 
of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail 
addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any 
communication to a City board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do 
not want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver 
communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or 
committee.  If you do not want your contact information included in the public record, please do not include 
that information in your communication.  Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, commission or 
committee for further information.  The Health, Housing & Community Services Department does not take 
a position as to the content.  
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MEETING MINUTES  
October 9, 2024 

 
1. Roll Call: 7:00 PM 

 
Present:  Marasovic, Kealoha-Blake, Segal, Palmatier, Meany, and Bookstein. 
Absent:  Jones. 
Staff:  Jacobs.  
Council:  None. 
Public: 8.  
 

2. Land acknowledgement. 
3. Comments from the Public: 4. 
 
Update/Action Items 
4. Approval of the Agenda. Discussion and Possible Action. 
 

Action: M/S/C Segal/Meany move to approve the agenda as written. 
 

Vote:   Ayes:  Marasovic, Kealoha-Blake, Segal, Meany, Palmatier, and Bookstein. 
            Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Jones. 
 

5. Approval of Minutes from September 4, 2024. Discussion and Possible Action. 
 

Action: M/S/C Meany/Palmatier move to approve the minutes as written. 
 

Vote:   Ayes:  Marasovic, Kealoha-Blake, Segal, Meany, Palmatier, and Bookstein. 
            Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Jones. 
  

6. Presentation from the LifeLong Street Medicine Team on medical and support 
services offered to encampment residents. Discussion and Possible Action. 

 
Discussion; no action taken. 

 
7. Chair Update. Discussion only. 
 

Discussion; no action taken. 
 

8. Discussion on encampments, policies, and plans to clear. Discussion and Possible 
Action. 
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Discussion; no action taken. 
 

9. Presentation from Commissioner Segal on Involuntary Hospitalization: Addressing 
Health and Safety Risks of the Homeless Mentally Ill. Discussion and Possible 
Action.  

 
Discussion; no action taken. 

 
10. Adjourn. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM. 

 
Minutes Approved on: _________________________ 

 
 

Josh Jacobs, Commission Secretary:        
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ACTION CALENDAR
October 3, 2017

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Homeless Commission

Submitted by:  Carole Marasovic, Chair, Homeless Commission

Subject: Porta-Potties for Poor Tour (aka First They Came for the Homeless)

RECOMMENDATION
The Homeless Commission recommends that Council adopt a resolution to develop a 
way to place a portable bathroom directly at the Poor Tour (aka First They Came for the 
Homeless) encampment site.

FISCAL IMPACT OF RECOMMENDATION:
First They Came for the Homeless (FTCFTH) has stated that they would cover the cost, 
and maintenance, of portable bathrooms, based at least, in part, on donor contributions, 
if they are allowed a City permit to place a bathroom at their encampment site. To this 
effect, they recently held a fund-raiser generating sufficient funds to cover the first few 
months for a porta-potty.

Alternatively, if the City of Berkeley wants to cover the cost of a porta-potty, they can 
rely on the cost factors by referring to the City of Oakland's plan for providing health and 
hygiene facilities for multiple encampments. Under the Oakland plan, portable toilets 
with wash stations and garbage service is estimated at costing $29,498 annually per 
site (City of Oakland plan attached).

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
First They Came for the Homeless has developed an encampment in Berkeley for the 
past few years. After being ordered out by the City of Berkeley at several different sites, 
they located their current site where they have been for the last several months.

The stability of the current site has allowed them to focus on their peer-run encampment 
community which strives for a safe, healthy, drug-free tent community where they hold 
community meetings at least weekly. They have been seeking to secure a porta-potty 
for obvious health and hygienic reasons.

BACKGROUND 
The Homeless Commission voted on June 14, 2017 as follows:
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Action: M/S/C Orgain/Cohen to recommend that Council develop a way, potentially 
through a permit, to put a bathroom for the purposes of serving the Poor Tour 
encampment, for the sake of sanitation, safety, and human rights.  
Vote:  Ayes: Cohen, Gor, Kealoha-Blake, Marasovic, Orgain, 
           Noes: None.  Abstain: None. Absent: Feller

On July 25, 2017, Council passed a motion directing "the placement of a porta-potty to 
be placed in a City parking lot on Alcatraz and MLK for general public interest use.  This 
porta-potty may remain until "a neighborhood public toilet policy" is in place. The 
community organization making the request shall comply with the new policy within 30 
days of new policy. The porta-potty shall be paid for and maintained at the expense of 
the new community organization that has made the request."

Subsequently, Friends of Adeline completed all necessary paperwork and made 
arrangements for the delivery of the porta-potty which arrived about August 5, 2017.

Since the porta-potty is for the general public use, it is not under the lock and key and 
control of the encampment. Thus, the encampment residents have found the porta-potty 
frequently in disarray after use by others than persons residing in the encampment. The 
porta-potty is distant from the encampment so as to require a long walk to the porta-
potty, particularly difficult for encampment residents that are debilitated or in a 
wheelchair and which is an issue in the middle of the night, particularly for women who 
do not feel safe walking to the location where the porta-potty has been placed.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION  
A porta-potty for the general public use is helpful for the general community. However, 
the encampment needs a porta-potty for their own hygiene. They need one at the 
encampment site that they can control for their own safety and to protect the hygiene of 
the encampment.

Peer-run wellness models are well-respected as effective best practices. In this case, 
this particular encampment strives to prove that it can manage a healthy, safe, drug-free 
encampment at a time when traditional housing is not available in the Berkeley 
community. They have developed self-governance so that encampment members take 
on chores and responsibilities for the good of the encampment.

The FTCFTH encampment is willing to pay for its own porta-potty. They simply want the 
permit to maintain it at their own site so it is for their use only. They rightfully believe that 
that is the only way to protect their own safety and hygiene.

For the future and as to other encampment sites, the City of Berkeley can rely on the 
model that the City of Oakland is using where the City has allocated monies to fund 
porta-potties, wash stations and garbage pick-up at multiple encampment sites.
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The City of Oakland recognizes while housing is ideal, persons are losing housing at 
record numbers while affordable housing is difficult to identify. The City of Oakland 
recognizes that encampments are a growing reality and that they require what the City 
of Oakland refers to as "health and hygiene intervention". For this purpose, they 
allocated monies to begin their effort of porta-potty, wash station and garbage removal 
services.

Notably, in Oakland, the porta-potties are being placed directly in or adjacent to the 
encampment. The City of Berkeley should do the same.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
The Homeless Commission did not believe that there was an alternative to providing 
basic hygiene to persons living in an encampment requesting these obviously needed 
services.

CITY MANAGER
See companion report. 

CONTACT PERSON
Carole Marasovic, Chair, Homeless Commission
Peter Radu, Secretary, Homeless Commission, (510) 981-5435

Attachments: 
1. Resolution
2. August 6, 2017 e-mail from Lara Tannenbaum, Acting Manager, Human Services 
Department, City of Oakland to Carole Marasovic
3. May 18, 2017 Agenda Report on Funding Recommendations to Address 
Homelessness in Oakland
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

GRANTING PORTA-POTTIES TO THE POOR TOUR ENCAMPMENT

WHEREAS, the First They Came for the Homeless (FTCFTH) aka Poor Tour 
encampment has requested a permit to have a port-a-potty directly at their encampment 
site; and 

WHEREAS, health, hygiene and safety are basic quality of life needs that need to be met; 
and

WHEREAS, the First They Came for the Homeless encampment has stated that they 
need a port-a-potty directly at their encampment site and are willing to pay for it 
themselves.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Berkeley will work with FTCFTH 
to grant them a permit to place a porta-potty at their encampment site, for their use and 
under their control to protect the health, hygiene and safety of their encampment.
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ACTION CALENDAR 
October 3, 2017

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager

Submitted by:  Paul Buddenhagen, Director, Health, Housing and Community Services

Subject: Companion Report to Porta-Potties for Poor Tour (aka: First They Came 
for the Homeless)

RECOMMENDATION  
Take no action on the Homeless Commission’s recommendation to place a public toilet 
directly at the First They Came for the Homeless encampment site, and instead adhere 
to the original action taken by Council on July 25, 2017, referring the development of a 
Neighborhood Public Toilet Policy to the City Manager.   

FISCAL IMPACT OF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff time.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
The Homeless Commission’s Porta-Potties for Poor Tour report states that the 
placement of a public toilet at MLK and Alcatraz has been insufficient to meet the needs 
of the nearby First They Came for the Homeless (FTCFTH) encampment. This 
companion report offers an alternative recommendation.

The First They Came for the Homeless group is one of several large homeless 
encampments—among many more unsheltered people—residing in Berkeley. The 
City’s severely limited affordable housing and homeless shelter resources have raised 
legitimate questions about how to address basic human needs, such as toileting, for 
everyone living outside in a manner that is humane, cost-effective, and equitable (both 
to those living in encampments as well as surrounding neighborhoods).

Recognizing this, Council voted at its July 25, 2017 regular meeting to take up two 
Urgency Items regarding public toilets for people living in homeless encampments. First, 
Council voted unanimously to permit the placement of a port-a-potty in a city parking lot 
at Alcatraz and MLK for general public use, including for those living in the nearby 
FTCFTH Encampment (at the Here/There sign along MLK). Second, Council voted 
unanimously to refer to the City Manager the development of a “Neighborhood Public 
Toilet Policy,” referenced in further detail below.
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Subsequent to these votes, two public toilets were placed at the MLK and Alcatraz site. 
However, the accompanying Homeless Commission report states that this has been 
insufficient to meet the FTCFTH group’s needs, citing the toilets’ distance from the 
encampment and use by other members of the public. To mitigate these concerns, the 
Homeless Commission recommends that Council “develop a way” to place a public 
toilet at the actual encampment site, which the report confirms will be paid for by the 
encampment residents themselves. This is the exact type of situation the Neighborhood 
Public Toilet Policy referral was designed to address. Specifically:

 The FTCFTH encampment is currently residing on publicly-owned and publicly 
managed land, meaning that more citizens than just the encampment residents 
themselves may be affected by a decision to permit or place a public toilet at the 
site. The forthcoming Neighborhood Public Toilet Policy would create a 
mechanism affording all community members within a two-block radius the 
chance to weigh in on such land-use decisions by majority vote.

 Second, the City is home to more encampments and unsheltered people than 
just the FTCFTH group. We caution against any Council action that would create 
a precedent for specific groups to receive public land use permissions outside of 
the City’s codified administrative processes for so doing. The forthcoming 
Neighborhood Public Toilet Policy would create precisely such an administrative 
process.

Accordingly, the City Manager recommends that Council take no action on the 
Homeless Commission recommendation, and instead act on the original Neighborhood 
Public Toilet Policy referral which was approved by council on July 25, 2017 and 
referred to staff. Recognizing the urgency of this human-needs matter, this referral has 
been prioritized for short-term (90-day) action by the City Manager.

BACKGROUND 
The Homeless Commission voted on June 14, 2017 as follows:

Action: M/S/C Orgain/Cohen to recommend that Council develop a way, potentially 
through a permit, to put a bathroom for the purposes of serving the Poor Tour 
encampment, for the sake of sanitation, safety, and human rights.  
Vote:  Ayes: Cohen, Gor, Kealoha-Blake, Marasovic, Orgain, 
           Noes: None.  Abstain: None. Absent: Feller

The Homeless Commission has submitted an accompanying report for the October 3, 
2017 action calendar formally making this recommendation to Council.

On July 25, 2017, Council passed a motion permitting "the placement of a porta potty to 
be placed in a city parking lot at Alcatraz and MLK for general public use.”  As the 
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accompanying Homeless Commission report states, “Subsequently, Friends of Adeline 
completed all necessary paperwork and made arrangements for the delivery of the port-
a-potty which arrived about August 5, 2017.”

Also on July 25, 2017, Council passed a motion referring to the City Manager the 
development of the following “Neighborhood Public Toilet Policy”: 

 Develop a process in which residents can obtain a permit for a neighborhood 
public toilet via an official petition. 

 Residents should contact the City via 311 to obtain an official petition form to 
apply for a permit. 

 In order to obtain the permit, the petition should be signed by at least 51% of 
residential addresses and business owners within the nearest two block radius of 
the proposed public toilet site. 

 The City shall not fund or contribute to the financing of the public toilets or their 
maintenance. 

RATIONALE for RECOMMENDATION  
The First They Came for the Homeless encampment is one of several encampments 
and many unsheltered homeless people living in Berkeley. The City’s limited supply of 
resources to address the extent of this need has raised legitimate questions about how 
to address basic human needs, such as toileting, for those living outside. Because 
encampments often reside on publicly-owned, publicly managed land, land-use 
decisions (such as permitting the placement of public toilets) potentially affect more 
constituents than just encampment residents, necessitating a transparent administrative 
process for all affected parties to weigh in. Council has already referred the 
development of a Neighborhood Public Toilet Policy that can be accessed by any 
private group in Berkeley to the City Manager. Therefore, such action should come after 
a policy has been developed. 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED  
None.

CONTACT PERSON  
Peter Radu, Homeless Services Coordinator and Secretary to the Homeless 
Commission, Health, Housing, and Community Services Department, (510) 981-5435.
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10. 
 

Contract Amendment: CalPERS Cost Share under Government Code Section 
20516 for Employees Represented by the SEIU Local 1021 Maintenance and 
Clerical Chapters and Unrepresented Employees Group  
From: City Manager 
Recommendation: Adopt second reading of Ordinance No. 7,572-N.S. amending 
the City’s contract with CalPERS to provide the mandatory monthly employee 
contribution of 8.0% of salary as provided under Government Code Section 20516, 
applicable to all members (Miscellaneous employees, both Classic and New 
Members) represented by the SEIU Local 1021MC and Unrepresented Employees 
Group.  
First Reading Vote: All Ayes.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact:  Sarah Reynoso, Human Resources, 981-6800 
Action: M/S/C (Worthington/Maio) to adopt second reading of Ordinance No. 7,572-
N.S. 
Vote: All Ayes. 

 

11. 
 

Health Impact Assessment of the Proposed Closure of Alta Bates 
From: Community Health Commission 
Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution supporting the preparation of a Health 
Impact Assessment, incorporating a proposed scope, and referring to the City 
Manager a request that the Public Health Division assist with (1) interagency 
arrangements such as contracting with the University of California, Berkeley, 
Alameda County, and/or another governmental entity or consultant(s) to conduct the 
Assessment, (2) sharing access to existing data for researchers conducting the HIA, 
and (3) supporting educational opportunities for community members.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact: Rebecca Day-Rodriguez, Commission Secretary, 981-5400 
Action: Moved to Consent Calendar. Adopted Resolution No. 68,181–N.S. 

 

12a. 
 

Porta-Potties for Poor Tour (aka First They Came for the Homeless) 
From: Homeless Commission 
Recommendation: That the Council develop a way to place a portable bathroom 
directly at the Poor Tour (aka First They Came for the Homeless) encampment site.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact: Peter Radu, Commission Secretary, 981-5400 
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12b. 
 

Companion Report: Porta-Potties for Poor Tour (aka First They Came for the 
Homeless)  
From: City Manager 
Recommendation: Take no action on the Homeless Commission’s recommendation 
to place a public toilet directly at the First They Came for the Homeless encampment 
site, and instead adhere to the original action taken by Council on July 25, 2017, 
referring the development of a Neighborhood Public Toilet Policy to the City 
Manager.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact: Paul Buddenhagen, Housing and Community Services, 981-5400  
 
Action: 10 speakers. M/S/C (Maio/Arreguin) to consider additional portable toilets 
and hand washing stations in the context of addressing public health issues that will 
be considered at the October 17, 2017 meeting.  
Vote: All Ayes. 

 

Adjournment  

Action: M/S/C (Maio/Arreguin) to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Vote: All Ayes. 

Adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 

Communications 

Item 12: Porta-Potties for Poor Tour (aka First They Came for the Homeless) 
1. Dorothea Dorenz 
2. Kelly Hammargren 

AB 726 
3. Audrey Ichinose / Brandi Campbell 

Public Bank Feasibility Study 
4. Sheila Goldmacher 

Poet Laureate of Berkeley 
5. Rafael Jesus Gonzalez 

Fiscal Concerns 
6. Barbara Gilbert 

Pepper Spray Use 
7. Carol Denney 
8. Tree Fitzpatrick 

Miscommunication 
9. Tree Fitzpatrick 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: 
 Ian Cordova Morales, President and Advocate 
 Where Do We Go (Also known as Where Do We Go Berkeley) 
 510-575-1158 
 imorales@wdwg.org 

Andrea Henson, Executive Director and Legal Counsel 
Where Do We Go  
510-640-7390 
ahenson@wdwg.org 

 
Californians will travel to Ross, California, Home of Governor Newsom 

tomorrow, Saturday, November 2, 2024 to Demand an End To the Violent 
Sweeps of the Unhoused and to Discuss Solutions 

 
WHEN: Saturday, November 2, 2024, 10 am – 11 pm. 
WHERE: 1 Ross Common, Ross, CA 94957 in front of the United States Post 
Office 
 
We are calling on Californians to visit the town of Ross, California, the home of 
Governor Gavin Newsom, this Saturday to demand an end to sweeps of the unhoused. 
This Saturday’s gathering in downtown Ross provides an opportunity for everyone to exercise their 
First Amendment Rights and discuss how the application of state terror toward the homeless is 
affecting individuals in every jurisdiction in California.  
 
Governor Newsom, it is easy to terrorize the poor and ignore systemic racism and classism when you 
live in a neighborhood where the median household income is $250,000 plus.1 
 
We demand accountability. Robbie Powelson, a Marin County Homeless Advocate commented: 
“The hypocrisy of Governor Gavin Newsom is glaring as he calls on other cities to build homeless 
shelters and affordable housing while turning a blind eye to absurd wealth inequality and NIMBYism 
in his hometown of Ross. It’s time to hold our leaders accountable for the standards they set for 
others.” 
 
We demand an end to sweeps. Tiny (Lisa) Gray-Garcia, Co-founder of Poor Magazine calls out 
the abuse that is raining down on the unhoused: "Following the violence of Grants Pass v. Johnson - 
Newsom's "clearing" order is a death sentence for houseless communities across California, the 
majority of whom are disabled elders, who not only have nowhere to go when we are swept, but whose 
lives, and safety are drastically impacted and put in danger with the loss of our communities, support, 
medicine and belongings. " 
 
It is unacceptable that California has begun a new era of terror and segregation that is 
focused on making unhoused communities disappear. In June 2024, the Supreme Court 
provided authority for jurisdictions to criminalize the unhoused since they overturned City of Grants 
Pass v. Johnson. Taking the decision as a green light, Governor Gavin Newsom issued executive order 
N-1-24 ordering all state agencies to remove homeless encampments while providing very little 

 
1 United States Census Bureau, https://data.census.gov/profile/Ross_town,_California?g=160XX00US0662980 
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protection for those living on the streets. Local leaders such as San Francisco Mayor London Breed, 
Oakland Mayor Sheng Thao and Sacramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg, have removed homeless 
encampments at unprecedented rates. In Fresno, the City Council passed a misdemeanor ordinance 
criminalizing homelessness. And in Berkeley, a city most noted for their history demanding social 
justice, City Council passed an encampment ordinance making it easier for the city to justify sweeping 
encampments.  
 
As Californians we demand radical solutions rather than scapegoating and punishing 
the most vulnerable.  Daryn Rogers, Treasurer of the Vallejo Homeless Union, comments: “The 
sweeps must stop because they don’t really accomplish the city’s goal of reducing the homeless 
population, it only puts more of us out on the streets.”  
 
We demand transparency. Needa Bee, Executive Director at The Village In Oakland details how 
current policies and funding are not reducing homelessness stating: “[t]he Governor’s executive order 
and the pressure he has put on cities is not solving homelessness. It’s creating more desperation, 
more trauma and more harm amongst the unhoused residents of California. Funds have been 
released over the past several years to address homelessness, yet with the total lack of accountability 
and transparency those funds have been used to leave thousands of people on the sidewalks of 
Oakland to die. Permanent housing with supportive services is the only dignified solution and the 
approach to California’s homeless state of emergency.”   
 
We demand new laws that protect the unhoused. Andrea Henson, civil rights attorney at the 
nonprofit Where Do We Go describes the purpose of this Saturday’s protest in Ross: “This protest will 
allow Californians to join together to discuss the vicious tactics that are being used to displace those 
who are unable to pay rent, who are living in the streets and in their vehicles across the state. More 
importantly, it will allow all of us to discuss strategies to fight back and provide an opportunity for the 
media to meet with Californians from across the state who are experiencing state terror firsthand.” 
 
She continued: “We cannot allow these warlike tactics used to oppress residents of California 
continue. We must demand that the Governor, state, and local leaders create laws to protect those 
who cannot afford to pay rent and who are living on the streets. If you are not a tenant or a 
homeowner, your entire existence is illegal. You are subject to a host of laws that are used to 
persecute, criminalize, and subjugate individuals to punitive punishments for their 
inability to pay rent, recover from chronic disabilities, fight systemic racism and 
classism, and stop the natural aging process.” 
 
Join us in Ross.  
 
 
 
Information about a few of the organizations supporting this event: 

 About Where Do We Go: 

Founded in Berkeley, California by unhoused individuals living in the four largest homeless 
encampments along the I-80 corridor, Where Do We Go has grown into a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to providing legal aid, advocacy, and material support to the unhoused population. 
www.wdwg.org 

http://www.wdwg.org/
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About Berkeley Outreach Coalition: 

Founded in Berkeley, California toward the beginning of the COVID pandemic by a number of orgs 
providing mutual aid services to the unhoused, of which Where Do We Go is a member, the Berkeley 
Outreach Coalition provides ground for collaboration, as well as tactics and resources, to ensure the 
needs of the unhoused (those not privileged enough to be able to shelter-in-place) can be met. Our 
newest member, the Berkeley Homeless Union, is a grassroots organization led by unhoused and 
formerly unhoused individuals committed to advocating for the rights, dignity, and well-being of our 
community with collective representation of our direct interests. 

 About Poor Magazine: 

POOR Magazine/Prensa POBRE is a poor, houseless, indigenous peoples led movement of media, 
education, art and advocacy building solutions for us by us like Homefulness - a homeless peoples 
solution to homelessness currently housing 21 formerly houseless youth, adults and elders in rent-free 
forever housing. https://www.poormagazine.org/ 

 About the Sacramento Homeless Union: 

The heart and soul of the National Union of the Homeless is to commit our lives to ending 
homelessness and all poverty and to work tirelessly for the human right to Life, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness, for social and economic justice for all. We dedicate ourselves to raising the 
awareness of our sisters and brothers, to planning a sustained struggle and to building an 
organization that can obtain freedom through revolutionary perseverance. We pledge to deepen our 
personal commitment to end all forms of exploitation, racism, sexism, and abuse. True solidarity 
demands that we create not only the new society but also the new human being. 
https://sacramentohomelessunion.org/ 

 About The Village In Oakland: 

The Village in Oakland provides direct services, support, policy advocacy, arts and culture 
programming, and media literacy and advocacy programs for unhoused residents of Oakland. We also 
engage in non-violent direct actions to demand policy changes, to demand an end to in-humane 
practices, and to provide unhoused residents with their basic needs as humans who fighting to stay 
alive. https://thevillageinoakland.org/ 

 

END 
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• Specialized Care Services: available 7 days a week during the following hours: 

o Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday: 24-hour services 
o Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday: 12:00 am-4:00pm and 8:00 pm-

11:59 pm 
o Examples of symptoms of behavioral crises related in adults and minors the 

team can respond to: Thoughts of suicide or self-harm, Substance use 
concerns, Depression, Unable to calm down (anxiety), Dramatic mood 
changes  

• Mobile Crisis Team: available from 11:30 am to 10:00 pm, 5 days a week, Sunday 
and Monday as well as Wednesday through Friday. 

o The mobile crisis team can also get dispatched through the non-emergency 
dispatch line, (510) 981-5900. These less urgent calls may include, but are 
not limited to, an evaluation for a psychiatric hospitalization and mental 
health support after a death. 

o After hours or when mobile crisis is unavailable, 911 dispatch response 
would come from firefighter-paramedics or police officers, who, in Berkeley, 
have extensive experience in helping people through mental health and 
substance abuse crises and regularly use de-escalation and crisis 
intervention strategies. 

• Options Wellness Team: available Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
o Linkages to housing assessment, and/or other homeless services providers; 

Food & Hygiene; Benefits Enrollment & Service Navigation; Trauma-Informed 
Wellness Services; and Enrichment & Community Services. 

• Lifelong Medical Streets Team: available Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 
4:30 PM 

o The teams are multidisciplinary, made up of advanced practice providers 
(either a Physician or Nurse Practitioner), Registered Nurses, Social 
Workers/Intensive Case Managers, and Case Managers. Teams provide a 
range of integrative healthcare, including urgent care, primary care, and 
behavioral healthcare, such as therapy and Medication Assisted Treatment 
(MAT). 
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