
Internal 

 
Commission on Aging 
Odile Lavault, Chair 
Darlene Bronson, Commission Secretary 
 

 
1901 Hearst Ave, Berkeley, CA  94709    Tel: 510. 981.5200    TDD: 510.981.6903    Fax: 510. 981.5220 

E-mail: seniors@berkeleyca.gov – Web: https://berkeleyca.gov/community-recreation/seniors/ 

 
 Wednesday, October 15, 2025 

North Berkeley Senior Center 
Gooseberry Room 
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
 

Preliminary Matters 
1. Call to Order by Chair, Lavault 
2. Roll Call by Secretary, Bronson 
3. Public Comments 

The public may comment about any item not on the agenda. Public comments 
are limited to two minutes per speaker. Public comments regarding agenda items 
will be heard while the Commission is discussing the item. 

4. Approval of minutes from September 2025 (Attachment A) 
5. Approval of order of agenda 

 
The Commission may discuss any subject listed on the Agenda. Public comments 
regarding agenda items will be heard while the Commission is discussing the item.  
Public comments are limited to two minutes per speaker.  
 
Presentation 
None 
 
Staff report  
Introduction of new Aging Services Manager, Rhianna Babka  
 
Discussion / Action Items   

1. Report from the Fact-Finding Committee on the closure of the ceramics class in 
the context of the closure of the South Berkeley Senior Center, Newbery, Orrick, 
Porter, Davila, Lavault 

2. Report from Senior Ambassador Outreach working group, Orrick, Davila, 
Newbery, and Evans 

3. Filling vacancy for Commission on Aging, Lavault 
4. Cycling without Age, Orrick/Newbery 

 
Commissioner reports 
None  

 
Items for Ongoing Discussion 
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1.Safety & identify homebound seniors in Berkeley 

2. Older drivers’ safety and DMV policies, find a relevant guest for presentation 
 
3. North Berkeley Senior Center Advisory Council presenter to come to a COA meeting 
 
Adjournment 
  
Information Items 
**Please submit all agenda items by Monday, November 3rd to the Commission 
Secretary, for the November 19th meeting only. 
 

 
COMMUNICATION ACCESS INFORMATION 

This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location.  To request a disability-related 
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please 
contact the Disability Services Specialist at 981-6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least 
three business days before the meeting date. Please refrain from wearing scented products to 
this meeting. 
 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will 
become part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  
Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not 
required, but if included in any communication to a City board, commission or committee, will 
become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address or any other contact 
information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in 
person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If you do not want your 
contact information included in the public record, please do not include that information in your 
communication.  Please contact the commission secretary for further information.  
 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this 
agenda will be made available for public inspection at the North Berkeley Senior Center located 
at 1901 Hearst Avenue, during regular business hours. The Commission Agenda and Minutes 
may be viewed on the City of Berkeley website: http://www.cityofberkeley.info/commissions. 
 
Secretary: 
Darlene Bronson 
Health, Housing & Community Services Department 
(510) 981-5194 
E-mail: dbronson@berkeleyca.gov 

 
Mailing Address: 
Commission on Aging/HHCS 
Darlene Bronson 
1901 Hearst Ave.  
Berkeley, CA 94709 
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 Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
1:30 p.m. 

1. Roll Call 
Present: (8) Davila, Lavault, Newbery, Evans, Collins, Orrick, Porter, Yamaguchi 
Absent:     
Excused Absence: 
Staff Present: (2) Darlene Bronson, Donnarcia Scurry 
Public: (12)  

2. Public Comment (10) 
 
Presentation 
None 
 
Staff Report 
Introduction of new Aging Services Manager, Rhianna Babka  
 
Discussion 
 

1. Ceramics class letter at South Berkeley Senior Center, Lavault  
2. Report from Senior Ambassador Outreach working group, Orrick, Davila, 

Newbery, and Evans 
3. Filling vacancy for Commission on Aging, Lavault 
4. Proposal for presentation by Senior and Disability Action, nonprofit in SF, Orrick 
5. Cycling without Age, Orrick/Newbery 
6. SF Chronicle, article, KQED Forum Show on Aging 
7. Older driver safety and DMV policies, find a relevant guest for presentation, 

Lavault 
8. Introduction of new Aging Services Manager, Rhianna Babka at next meeting 
 

Action Items 
 

1. Motion passed unanimously for a Fact-Finding Committee on the closure of the 
ceramics class in the context of the closure of the South Berkeley Senior Center, 
Newbery, Orrick, Porter, Davila, Lavault 
 

Commissioners adjourned at 3:09p.m. 
 

Minutes Approved on: 
_____________________________ 
Darlene Bronson, Commission Secretary 
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