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Berkeley Homeless  
Services Panel of Experts 

A Vibrant and Healthy Berkeley for All 

2180 Milvia Street, 5th Floor, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510.225.8035    TDD: 510.981.6903    Fax: 510.981.5450 
E-mail: hspe@cityofberkeley.info | Homeless Services Panel of Experts

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
January 7, 2026 – 7:00 PM  

North Berkeley Senior Center, Aspen Room 
1901 Hearst Ave., Berkeley, CA 94709 

Mayor Ishii: 
Carole Marasovic – 

Chair 

Rashi Kesarwani: 
Noah Brod 

Terry Taplin: 
Denah S. Bookstein 

Ben Bartlett: 
Paul Kealoha-Blake 

Igor Tregub: 
Mary Ann Meany 

Shoshana O’Keefe: 
Vacant 

Brent Blackaby: 
Steven Segal 

Cecilia Lunaparra: 
Vacant 

Mark Humbert: 
Alan Levy 

Josh Jacobs, Homeless Services Coordinator, Homeless Services Panel of Experts 
Staff Secretary, jjacobs@berkeleyca.gov, 510.225.8035 

 All items are for discussion and possible action. 

Public comment for items not on the agenda limited to 2 minutes. No exchange with 
commission permitted. 

Public comment for items on the agenda taken as items arise. 
1. Roll call.
2. Public comment for items not on the agenda.
3. Reading of the land acknowledgment.

Action Items: 
4. Approval of the agenda. Discussion and possible action.
5. Presentation, with Q and A, from E3 initiative team, Savannah Whicker, CEO of

Economic and Housing Development, Evansville, Indiana; Joshua Brewer, Unit
Commander, Crime Prevention Unit, Evansville Police Department; and Samuel
SeDoris, Supervisor, Mental Health Division, Evansville Police Department from
Evansville, Indiana on their successful collaborative model implemented addressing
homelessness, housing stabilization, mental health wellness, and reversal of
negative contact with the criminal justice system. Discussion and possible action.

6. Presentation from Cari Arredondo, City of Berkeley City Manager's office, and
Michael Thomas, director of programs, Options Recovery Services on Berkeley's
new CareBridge program. Discussion and possible action.

mailto:hspe@cityofberkeley.info
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Homeless_Services_Panel_of_Experts.aspx
mailto:jjacobs@berkeleyca.gov


Public 
Page 2 of 3 
Homeless Services Panel of Experts Meeting Agenda 
January 7, 2026 

7. Approval of the minutes from November 5, 2025 meeting. Discussion and possible 
action.

8. Update on upcoming site visits. Discussion and possible action.
9. Chair report. Discussion only.
10.  Adjourn.

Attachments: 
1. November 5, 2025 minutes.
2. Description of ECHO Housing Corporation’s E3 Initiative and presenters’ 

profiles.
3. CareBridge Program presenters’ profiles.
4. November 18, 2025 Berkeley CareBridge Program Item to Council.
5. Measure P funded programs identified for site visits.
6. December 23, 2025 Continuum of Care Update.

Correspondence and Notice of Decision Requests: 

Deadlines for Receipt: 
A) Supplemental Materials must be received by 5 PM the day before the meeting.
B) Supplemental Communications must be received no later than noon the day of the meeting.

Procedures for Distribution: 
A) Staff will compile all Supplemental Materials and Supplemental Communications received by the
deadlines above into a Supplemental Packet, and will print 15 copies of this packet for the Commission
meeting.
B) For any Supplemental Material or Communication from a Commissioner received after these deadlines,
it is the Commissioner’s responsibility to ensure that 15 printed copies are available at the meeting.
Commissioners will not be reimbursed for any printing or materials expenses.
C) Staff will neither print nor distribute Supplemental Communications or Materials for subcommittee
meetings.

Procedures for Consideration: 
A) The Commission must make a successful motion to accept and receive all Supplemental Materials and
Communications into the record. This includes the Supplemental Packet compiled by staff.

B) Each additional Supplemental Material or Communication received by or before the meeting that is not
included in the Supplemental packet (i.e., those items received after the respective deadlines above) must
be individually voted upon to be considered by the full Commission.

C) Supplemental Materials subject to a Commission vote that are not accepted by motion of the
Commission, or for which there are not at least 15 paper copies (9 for each Commission seat, one for staff
records, and 5 for the public) available by the scheduled start of the meeting, may not be considered by the
Commission.

*Supplemental Materials are defined as any items authored by one or more Commissioners, pertaining to
an agenda item but available after the agenda and packet for the meeting has been distributed, on which
the Commission is asked to take vote at the meeting. This includes any letter to Council, proposed Council
report, or other correspondence on behalf of the Commission for which a full vote of the Commission is
required.
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**Supplemental Communications are defined as written emails or letters from members of the public or 
from one or more Commissioners, the intended audience of which is the full Commission. Supplemental 
Communications cannot be acted upon by the Commission, and they may or may not pertain to agenda 
items. 
 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will 
be made available for public inspection at Health, Housing & Community Services Department located at 
2180 Milvia Street, 2nd Floor.  
 
Public Comment Policy:  
Members of the public may speak on any items on the Agenda and items not on the Agenda during the 
initial Public Comment period. Members of the public may not speak more than once on any given item. 
The Chair may limit public comments to 3 minutes or less. 
 
 
COMMUNITY ACCESS INFORMATION 
ADA Disclaimer “This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-
related accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 
the ADA Program Coordinator at 510-981-6418 (V) or 510-981-6347 (TDD) at least three business days 
before the meeting date.  Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting.” 
 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part 
of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail 
addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any 
communication to a City board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do 
not want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver 
communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or 
committee.  If you do not want your contact information included in the public record, please do not include 
that information in your communication.  Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, commission or 
committee for further information.  The Health, Housing & Community Services Department does not take 
a position as to the content.  
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MEETING MINUTES  
November 5, 2025 

 
1. Roll Call: 7:00 PM 

Present:  Marasovic, Brod, Meany, Segal, & Kealoha-Blake. 
Absent:  Levy & Bookstein (Leave of Absence). 
Staff:  Jacobs.  
Council:  None. 
Public: 3.  
 

2. Public Comment: 1. 
 
3. Reading of the Land Acknowledgement. 
 
 
Action Items: 
4. Approval of the Agenda 
 

Action: M/S/C Meany/Segal move to approve the agenda as amended to remove 
item 5 due to speaker’s unforeseen circumstances. 

 
Vote:   Ayes:  Marasovic, Kealoha-Blake, Segal, Brod, & Meany. 
            Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Levy & Bookstein. 

 
5. Approval of minutes from October 8, 2025 meeting. Discussion and possible action.   

 
Action: M/S/C Marasovic/Brod move to approve the minutes as written. 
 
Ayes:  Marasovic, Kealoha-Blake, Segal, Brod. 
            Noes: None. Abstain: Meany. Absent: Levy & Bookstein. 
 

6. Discussion and selection of site visits to providers funded under Measure P monies. 
Discussion and possible action. 

 
Action: M/S/C Marasovic/Segal move to conduct sites visits to Beyond Horizon, 
Campus Motel, North County HRC, and STAIR Center and requests that each 
provider provides (1) how many people they have served in the last year, (2) if they 
provide housing services, how many people were housed in the last year, (3) after a 
person exits, how many people received follow-up services in the last year, (4) 
reports submitted to their contract monitor, and (5) how many people, due to their 

mailto:hspe@cityofberkeley.info
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mental health status, have caused behavioral health disruptions in their facility and 
how they addressed those mental health issues. Request that all Measure P funded 
projects provide contract monitor evaluations. The remaining five providers provide 
an in-person or virtual presentation with Q&A prior to HSPE making any fiscal 
recommendations.   
 
Ayes:  Marasovic, Kealoha-Blake, Segal, Brod, & Meany. 
            Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Levy & Bookstein. 

 
7. Acting Chair report. Discussion only. 
 

Discussion. No action taken. 
 
8. Letter urging Council to implement Homeless Commission recommendation passed 

by Council on March 9, 2021 enforcing source of income discrimination procedure. 
Discussion and possible action. 

 
Action: M/S/C Meany/Segal move to bring this back up in January. 
 
Ayes:  Marasovic, Kealoha-Blake, Segal, Brod, & Meany. 
            Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Levy & Bookstein. 

 
9. Letter to add for Council to refer to staff to consult with the Disability Rights 

Education and Defense Fund regarding their source of income enforcement inquiry 
to all jurisdictions in California and request to engage on such. Discussion and 
possible action. 

 
Discussion. No action taken. 

 
10. Approval of 2026 HSPE meeting schedule. Discussion and possible action. 
 

Action: M/S/C Marasovic/Segal move to adopt the first Wednesday of the month as 
the regular meeting schedule with the exception of April which will be held on April 
15th.   
 
Ayes:  Marasovic, Kealoha-Blake, Segal, Brod, & Meany. 
            Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Levy & Bookstein. 

 
11. Chair election (applicable through February, 2026). Discussion and possible action. 
 

Action: M/S/C Segal/Brod move to elect Carole Marasovic as chair. 
 
Ayes:  Marasovic, Kealoha-Blake, Segal, Brod, & Meany. 
            Noes: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Levy & Bookstein. 

 

mailto:hspe@cityofberkeley.info
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12. Adjourn 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM. 

 
Minutes Approved on: _________________________ 

 
 

Josh Jacobs, Commission Secretary:        
 

mailto:hspe@cityofberkeley.info
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Homeless_Services_Panel_of_Experts.aspx
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Mike Thomas oversees community outreach programs, housing, and special projects. Mike 
has been a dedicated leader in the helping/behavioral health professions for over 11 years 
and has held many positions with Options, including Men’s Program Coordinator, 
Admissions Director, Director of Special Projects, and Senior Director of Programs. He has 
been instrumental in developing many programs at Options including the West Oakland 
treatment clinic and the Santa Rita Jail substance abuse program. 

Mike began his career working for the Men and Women of Valor as an outreach specialist 
focusing on at-risk youth and gang prevention. He has witnessed firsthand the devastation 
drugs and violence have played and has both professional and lived experience. 
Understanding the great need for substance abuse treatment, he went to school to 
become a substance abuse counselor and began his career with Options Recovery 
services as a substance abuse counselor. Simultaneously, Mike continued his education 
earning both his bachelor’s and master’s degree in Social Work. 

Mike left Options to become the Executive Director at Alhambra Valley Retreat, a Kaiser-
affiliated residential treatment program in Martinez, CA. While at Alhambra Valley Retreat, 
Mike led the program to a 3-year Commission on Accreditation of Residential Facilities 
(CARF) accreditation and oversaw the program’s expansion. Mike returned to Options to 
become the Director of Special Projects and was promoted to Senior Director of Programs 
as part of the current executive team. Mike is a third-generation Berkeley native and cares 
about his community and those that live in it. As a proven leader, Mike brings his expertise 
to help tackle the big issues in Berkeley as well as the greater Bay Area. 

 



 

Carianna “Cari” Arredondo 

As assistant to the City Manager, Cari leads the interdepartmental Reimagining Public 
Safety Initiative for the City of Berkeley.  In addition to this work, she has partnered with 
numerous departments to secure millions of dollars in grant funding to advance various 
initiatives including an $8 million grant to advance the Berkeley Carebridge initiative. 

Cari’s experience spans national arts and educational institutions, including The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Artpace San Antonio, Americans for the Arts, and Mills 
College, reflecting a career rooted in arts education, cultural policy, and institutional 
leadership. Prior to joining the City of Berkeley in 2021, she served as Assistant Dean of 
Special Projects in the School of Education at Mills College, where she oversaw the 
school’s reaccreditation process, supported strategic initiatives, and taught graduate-level 
courses in the Teacher Education Program focused on arts-based and interdisciplinary 
practices. She also served as the Children’s School’s inaugural Artist-in-Residence, 
integrating creative inquiry into early childhood education. 
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Planned Site Visits 

1. Beyond Horizon 
2. Campus Motel 
3. North County Housing Resource Center (HRC) 
4. STAIR Center 
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