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PEACE & JUSTICE COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA  
Monday, May 2, 2022 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
PUBLIC ADVISORY:  THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH VIDEOCONFERENCE AND 
TELECONFERENCE  
Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 2020, the January 25, 2021 meeting of 
the Peace and Justice Commission will be conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference.  Please be advised 
that pursuant to the Executive Order and the Shelter-in-Place Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public by limiting human 
contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical meeting location available.   
 
To access the meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device:  Please use this URL 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83078498478 
  
If you do not wish for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu and click on "rename" to rename yourself to be 
anonymous.  To request to speak, use the “raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen.  
 

To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-9128 and enter Meeting ID 830 7849 8478. If you wish to comment during the public comment 

portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Chair.  
 
Please be mindful that all other rules of procedure and decorum will apply for Commission meetings conducted by teleconference or 
videoconference. 

 

SECTION A. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 

1. Roll Call    

2. Announcements   

3. Comments from the Public (subject to time limits applicable to all speakers as necessary)   

4. Review and approval of meeting minutes  

5. Commission Updates & Chairperson’s Report  

6. Secretary’s Report (including status of passed items from previous meetings) 

 

SECTION B. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS  

7. Presentation and Discussion with Ms. Joemy Ito-Gates, BUSD K-12 ethnic studies 

teacher. 

8. Discuss Conscientious Objector’s/ Bob Meola Memorial Flag-Raising 

9. Peace and Justice Commission Work Plan 

10. Discussion on Police Accountability, Reform, and Reimagining processes in the City of 

Berkeley 

11. Oppose Russian Invasion of Ukraine and in Support of a Peaceful Future 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83078498478
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SECTION D.   COMMUNICATIONS   
 

12. No communications received. 
 

 

SECTION E.   BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
SECTION F.   ADJOURNMENT   
 
Attachments:  
 

A. April Draft Minutes  

B. Meeting Schedule  
C. https://www.berkeleyside.org/2021/10/20/ethnic-studies-berkeley-high-school 
D. https://busdethnicstudies.weebly.com/ 
E. Peace and Justice Work Plan 
F. Russian Invasion of Ukraine 

 
Meeting Access: To request a disability-related accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, 
including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Disability Services Specialist, at 981-

6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD), at least three (3) business days before the meeting date. 
 
Communications Disclaimer   
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part of the City’s electronic 
records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact 
information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City board, commission or committee, will become 
part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver 
communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If you do not 
want your contact information included in the public record, please do not include that information in your communication.  Please 
contact the secretary to the relevant board, commission or committee for further information.   
 
SB 343 Disclaimer   
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public 
inspection at Old City Hall located at 2134 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94704. 
 
 
Commission Contact Information   
Okeya Vance-Dozier, Secretary   
Peace and Justice Commission   
City of Berkeley   
2180 Milvia Street, 5th Floor   
Berkeley, CA  94704   
Ovance-dozier@cityofberkeley.info (email) 

https://www.berkeleyside.org/2021/10/20/ethnic-studies-berkeley-high-school
https://busdethnicstudies.weebly.com/
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Peace and Justice Commission 

Approved 2022 Meeting Schedule  
Zoom Webinar Meetings 

 
 
 

1.     Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 7pm 

2.     Monday, February 7, 2022 at 7pm 

3.     Monday, March 7, 2022 at 7pm 

4.     Monday, April 4, 2022 at 7pm 

5.     Monday, May 2, 2022 at 7pm 

6.     Monday, June 6, 2022 at 7pm 

7.     Monday, July 18, 2022 at 7pm 

8.     Tuesday, September 19, 2022 at 7pm 

9.     Monday, October 3, 2022 at 7pm 

10. Monday, November 7, 2022 at 7pm 
 

 











 1 

Opposition to Russian invasion of Ukraine and Support of a Peaceful Future 1 
 2 

WHEREAS, the Peace and Justice Commission advises the City Council and 3 
the BUSD on all matters relating to the City of Berkeley's role in issues of 4 
peace and social justice (Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Chapter 5 
3.68.070); and 6 

WHEREAS, on February 22, 2022, prior to the Russian Federation’s 7 
invasion of Ukraine, the Berkeley City Council adopted a resolution entitled 8 
“Support of Ukraine, Continued Diplomacy, and Adherence to 9 
Constitutional Procedure With Respect to Armed Conflict Amidst Ongoing 10 
Tensions,” standing with Ukraine and affirming that the territorial integrity 11 
of a state cannot be changed by force; and furthermore, “that in resolving 12 
tensions, the U.S. and its allies must vigorously pursue all potential 13 
diplomatic solutions to the crisis and that any last resort move towards 14 
armed conflict must be carefully debated and declared by the United States 15 
Congress;”1 and 16 
 17 
WHEREAS, since Council acted in February, the Russian government 18 
escalated hostilities into a full-scale invasion of Ukraine, seizing control of 19 
Ukrainian cities, committing war crimes including the deliberate attacks on 20 
civilian targets, causing the deaths of thousands of children and their 21 
families in Ukraine and the flight of over four million Ukrainians to other 22 
countries; and 23 
 24 
WHEREAS, as Council stated in February, “While there is little doubt that 25 
the Russian Federation is responsible for armed conflict in Ukraine, it is 26 
important to acknowledge that Russia perceives the ongoing expansion of 27 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and U.S. activities in the 28 
region as a threat to its own security and sovereignty;” and while it remains 29 
clear today that such security considerations in no way justify the Russian 30 
invasion of Ukraine, the present conflict clearly shows a breakdown in 31 
international mechanisms to prevent military confrontations, especially 32 
terrifying due to the multiple nuclear powers that are engaged or affected, 33 
including Russia, the U.S., France, and the U.K., among others; and 34 
 35 

                                                 
1 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2022/02_Feb/Documents/2022-02-
22_Urgent_Item_-_Ukraine.aspx 

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2022/02_Feb/Documents/2022-02-22_Urgent_Item_-_Ukraine.aspx
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2022/02_Feb/Documents/2022-02-22_Urgent_Item_-_Ukraine.aspx
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WHEREAS, after the Second World War saw a catastrophic clash that 36 
began in this same part of the world, governments formed the United 37 
Nations “to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war,” with a 38 
commitment in the UN Charter that “All Members shall refrain in their 39 
international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial 40 
integrity or political independence of any state;”2 and 41 
 42 
WHEREAS, most governments that have pledged to comply with the legally 43 
binding Charter mandates break their pledge when it is convenient for them 44 
to do so; and, 45 
 46 
WHEREAS, the United Nations’ authority is compromised by the 47 
undemocratic and Euro-centric structure of its top decision-making body, the 48 
Security Council (UNSC), wherein the five permanent members sideline the 49 
great majority of Member countries, which comprise 74% of the world’s 50 
people, and exclude from any real power those who have the most at risk 51 
from global turmoil:  the indigenous, the marginalized, non-governmental 52 
organizations and communities (civil society), and the youth; and 53 
 54 
WHEREAS, since 1945 the five permanent members of the Security Council 55 
have each used their veto power to “further the national interests of these 56 
countries and their allies and uphold their hegemony,” and the “lack of 57 
consensus in the face of mass atrocities in the UN’s de facto executive 58 
chamber has repeatedly shown to thwart any progress towards a possibly 59 
peaceable world;”3 and 60 
 61 
WHEREAS, the U.S. has over the past two decades waged multiple wars in 62 
coordination with military blocs including NATO, either outside the 63 
structure of the United Nations, or using falsehoods to win U.N. approval,4 64 
and today with U.S. arms sales to support the Saudi Arabian-led intervention 65 
in Yemen, which a State Department lawyer concluded could lead to war 66 

                                                 
2 https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/full-text 
3  “An oligarchic UN structure where there is unequal representation and a handful of countries dictate the 
world, not only undermines its universal nature but also renders it inefficient and frequently complicit in 
the face of war crimes.”  “Urgent Need to Abolish UN Security Council Veto – OpEd,” Syeda Nabiha 
Wadood, June 17, 2021, Eurasia Review, https://www.eurasiareview.com/17062021-urgent-need-to-
abolish-un-security-council-veto-oped/  
4 “Iraq war was illegal and breached UN charter, says Annan,” The Guardian, September 15, 2004, 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/sep/16/iraq.iraq 
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crimes prosecutions of Americans due to the deaths of tens of thousands of 67 
Yemenis in the Saudi aerial bombardment since 2015;5 and 68 
 69 
WHEREAS, the urgent humanitarian disaster stemming from the forcible 70 
displacement from Ukraine of over four million refugees reminds us of the 71 
U.S. governments failings in its own treatment of immigrants and refugees; 72 
on February 8, 2022, the Berkeley City Council adopted a series of 73 
resolutions asking the Biden Administration to honor its promise for a 74 
humane immigration policy, overturn the cruel policies of its predecessor 75 
administration, provide a path to permanent residency for protected groups 76 
including beneficiaries of DACA, TPS, and DED, close three California ICE 77 
detention facilities cited for many rights violations, and end deportations of 78 
Haitian refugees back to an abusive dictatorship and a desperately poor 79 
country;6 and 80 
 81 
WHEREAS, the mandate of the Berkeley Peace and Justice Commission 82 
states in its Findings that “The [city] council finds as follows:  A. The 83 
intentional destruction of cities in war is the rule and not the exception;” and 84 
“C. The wealth that could be spent to help the poor, heal the sick, house the 85 
homeless, educate the children, and care for the elderly is now spent on ever 86 
more costly weapons of mass destruction;”7 and with that understanding, the 87 
City of Berkeley has built close ties of sisterhood with cities around the 88 
world, sharing our concern for our peoples’ welfare and our rejection of war 89 
as a means for solving problems.  90 
 91 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of 92 
Berkeley that the world must emerge from the present crisis with new tools 93 
to prevent the scourge of war. 94 
 95 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the nightmare of militarism and nuclear 96 
annihilation joins with climate destruction, pandemics, the polarization of 97 

                                                 
5 “U.S. War Crimes in Yemen: Stop Looking the Other Way,” Andrea Prasow, Human Rights Watch, 
September 21, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/21/us-war-crimes-yemen-stop-looking-other-
way# 
6 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2022/02_Feb/Documents/2022-02-
08_Item_12_Resolution_supporting_immigration_reform.aspx 
and 
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2022/02_Feb/Documents/2022-02-
08_Item_13_Resolution_in_Support_of_Justice_for_Haitian.aspx 
   
7 http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Berkeley/?Berkeley03/Berkeley0368/Berkeley0368.html 

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2022/02_Feb/Documents/2022-02-08_Item_12_Resolution_supporting_immigration_reform.aspx
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2022/02_Feb/Documents/2022-02-08_Item_12_Resolution_supporting_immigration_reform.aspx
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wealth, and white supremacy and white nationalism as evils that demand 98 
global engagement and our creativity to overcome. 99 
 100 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Berkeley 101 
rejects the current global power structure in which military and economic 102 
blocs and superpowers retain all real power, and that their strategic interests, 103 
including those of their energy and weapons industries, relegate human 104 
needs to a powerless position. 105 
 106 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Berkeley 107 
urges national and international leaders to overhaul the decision-making 108 
process of the United Nations, to abolish the veto power of the U.N. Security 109 
Council (UNSC), transform the UNSC into an executive council with a 110 
broader membership, and empower a non-governmental council of civil 111 
society composed of climate warriors, indigenous leaders, and liberation 112 
movements that comply with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 113 
and the binding treaties that flow from it. 114 
 115 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Berkeley 116 
strongly urges our national leaders to turn away from power politics, to 117 
prioritize the search for peace with justice through the rule of law and 118 
compromise, and to work with other nations to strengthen the United 119 
Nations’ capacity to enforce “peace law” by reforming its structure, 120 
empowering weaker nations, and taking control of world security and the 121 
power to make war away from the world’s military and economic powers.    122 
 123 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Berkeley 124 
reiterates its concerns stated on February 8 of this year about U.S. 125 
government treatment of immigrants and refugees, which violate 126 
international law and harm international peace and stability and equitable 127 
relations among nations, particularly the deportation of Haitian refugees, and 128 
degrade the legitimacy of the U.S. as a leader for global human rights. 129 
 130 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to 131 
Berkeley’s congressional representatives and to U.S. Secretary of State 132 
Antony Blinken and United Nations Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield.  133 
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