
Youth Commission Meeting 
DRAFT AGENDA  

Monday, May 8, 2023, at 6:30pm 
Martin Luther King Jr. Youth Services Center/YAP 

1730 Oregon St., Berkeley CA 94703 

The Commission may discuss any items listed on the agenda but may take action only on items 
identified as Action. 

1. Call to Order (Chair)
2. Roll Call (Secretary)
3. Approval of Agenda (Chair)
4. Approval of Minutes for April 10, 2023 (Chair)
5. Public Comments (2 min)
6. Chair’s Announcements (Chair)
7. Director’s Report
8. Introductions (Chair)
9. Youth Commission responsibility (Secretary)
10.  Action: Youth Commission Work Plan 2023-24
11.  Adjourn

Commission Information: The Youth Commission packet is available for review at both the 
Berkeley Main Library and the Parks Recreation & Waterfront Department Office at 2180 
Milvia Street –3rd Floor, during normal business hours. If you have questions, contact 
Commission Secretary, Ginsi K. Bryant, at 981-6678 or by email at 
gbryant@cityofberkeley.info 

ADA Disclaimer: This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request 
disability- related accommodations to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or 
services, please contact the Disability Services Specialist at 981-6342 (V) or 981-6345 (TDD) 
at least three business days before the meeting date. Please refrain from wearing scented 
products to this meeting. 

SB343 Disclaimer: Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission 
regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at Parks 
Recreation & Waterfront Department Office at 2180 Milvia Street, 3rd Floor, Berkeley CA. 
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Communications Disclaimer: Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or 
committees are public record and will become part of the City’s electronic records, which are 
accessible through the City’s website. Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and 
other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City 
board, commission, or committee, will become part of the public record. All communications 
to the Commission should be received at least 10 days before the meeting date. If you do not 
want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver 
communications via U.S. Postal Service or in-person to the secretary of the relevant board, 
commission, or committee. If you do not want your contact information included in the public 
record, please do not include that information in your communication. Please contact the 
secretary to the commission or committee for further information. 
 

Commission Members 
District  Name  District  Name  

    

Mayor Hannah Slattery Weisberg  BUSD/Brown  Khalid Powell  

Kesarwani  Vacant BUSD/Vasudeo  Vacant  

Taplin Vacant BUSD/Babbitt  Nicholas Sanders  

Bartlett Teairra Brown BUSD/Student Director  Vacant  

Harrison Vacant BUSD/ Culter Vacant  

Hahn Django Morgan BUSD  Ki’donyae Bell 

Wengraf Anna Khan-Akselrod BUSD Vacant  

Robinson Anjani Chokkalingam  BUSD  Nina Thompson  

Droste Vacant BUSD   Vacant  
 

 
Mission Statement 

The Berkeley Youth Commission identifies the needs of youth, reviews and recommends youth 
services and programs. 



   

 

 
Youth Commission Meeting 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Monday, April 10, 2023, at 6:30pm 
Martin Luther King Jr. Youth Services Center/YAP 

1730 Oregon St., Berkeley CA 94703 
 

In-Person 

 
 
 

The Commission may discuss any items listed on the agenda but may take action only on items 
identified as Action. 

1. Call to Order (Chair) 6:37pm 
2. Roll Call (Secretary) Present: Weisberg, Khan-Akselrod, Chokkalingam, Morgan, 

Sanders, and Thompson. Absent: Powell. Excuse Absent: Khan-Akselrod 
3. Approval of Agenda (Chair) M/S/Thompson/Weisberg; Aye’s: Weisberg, Khan-Akselrod, 

Chokkalingam, Morgan, Sanders, and Thompson Noe’s: none. Abstain: none. Absent: Powell and 
Khan-Akselrod. 

4. Approval of Minutes for March 13, 2023 (Chair) M/S/Thompson/Chokkalingam; Aye’s: 
Weisberg, Khan-Akselrod, Chokkalingam, Sanders, and Thompson Noe’s: none. Abstain: 
Morgan. Absent: Powell and Khan-Akselrod.   

5. Public Comments (2 min) 
6. Chair’s Announcements (Chair) 
7. Director’s Report 
8. Introductions (Chair) 
9. Discussion: Review the current Youth Commission Work Plan 
10. Discussion: Create the 2023 Youth Commission Work Plan 
11. Action: Form a Health Services Survey Sub-committee 

M/S/Thompson/Mogan; Aye’s: Weisberg, Khan-Akselrod, Chokkalingam, Sanders, 
Morgan, and Thompson Noe’s: none. Absent: Powell and Khan-Akselrod.    

12. Adjourn : 7:15pm, M/S/Thompson/Sanders; Aye’s: Weisberg, Khan-Akselrod, 
Chokkalingam, Sanders, Morgan, and Thompson Noe’s: none. Absent: Powell and Khan-
Akselrod.    

Commission Information: The Youth Commission packet is available for review at both the 
Berkeley Main Library and the Parks Recreation & Waterfront Department Office at 2180 
Milvia Street –3rd Floor, during normal business hours. If you have questions, contact 
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Commission Secretary, Ginsi K. Bryant, at 981-6678 or by email at 
gbryant@cityofberkeley.info 
 

ADA Disclaimer: This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request 
disability- related accommodations to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or 
services, please contact the Disability Services Specialist at 981-6342 (V) or 981-6345 (TDD) 
at least three business days before the meeting date. Please refrain from wearing scented 
products to this meeting. 
 

SB343 Disclaimer: Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Commission 
regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at Parks 
Recreation & Waterfront Department Office at 2180 Milvia Street, 3rd Floor, Berkeley CA. 
 

Communications Disclaimer: Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or 
committees are public record and will become part of the City’s electronic records, which are 
accessible through the City’s website. Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and 
other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City 
board, commission, or committee, will become part of the public record. All communications 
to the Commission should be received at least 10 days before the meeting date. If you do not 
want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver 
communications via U.S. Postal Service or in-person to the secretary of the relevant board, 
commission, or committee. If you do not want your contact information included in the public 
record, please do not include that information in your communication. Please contact the 
secretary to the commission or committee for further information. 
 

Commission Members 
District  Name  District  Name  

    

Mayor Hannah Slattery Weisberg  BUSD/Brown  Khalid Powell  

Kesarwani  Vacant BUSD/Vasudeo  Vacant  

Taplin Vacant BUSD/Babbitt  Nicholas Sanders  

Bartlett Teairra Brown BUSD/Student Director  Vacant  

Harrison Vacant BUSD/Sinai  Vacant  

Hahn Django Morgan BUSD  Vacant  

Wengraf Anna Khan-Akselrod BUSD/Alper  Vacant  

Robinson Anjani Chokkalingam  BUSD  Nina Thompson  

Droste Vacant BUSD/Cutler  Vacant  
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Mission Statement 

The Berkeley Youth Commission identifies the needs of youth, reviews and recommends youth 
services and programs. 



Chapter 3.42 

Chapter 3.42 

YOUTH COMMISSION 

Sections:

3.42.010 Created--Purpose. 
3.42.020 Membership--Criteria for guiding appointments. 
3.42.030 Membership--Term. 
3.42.040 Vacancy filling. 
3.42.070 Liaison representatives to other City entities. 
3.42.100 Organization, meetings, rules and procedures. 
3.42.120 Functions designated. 

Section 3.42.010 Created--Purpose. 
 A. A Youth Commission of the City is hereby established. Members shall be appointed as hereinafter in 
this chapter provided. 
 B. In order to give youth a voice in effecting City policy and services, the City Council and School Board 
strongly support the concept of a Youth Commission composed of youth and young adults between the ages 
of twelve and twenty-five. (Ord. 4896 NS § 1, 1976) 
 

Section 3.42.020 Membership--Criteria for guiding appointments. 
 A. One member of the Youth Commission shall be appointed by each City Councilmember, in 
accordance with Ordinance 4780-NS, and nine members shall be appointed by the School Board, for a total 
composition of eighteen. 
 B. The following desirable criteria may guide, but not restrict, each councilmember and the School Board 
in making appointments: 
 1. Members to be residents of the City; 
 2. Members to be between the ages of twelve and twenty-five; 
 3. At least half of the members to be high school students or junior high school students. (Ord. 4896-NS 
§ 2, 1976) 
 

Section 3.42.030 Membership--Term. 
 The term of office of each member shall be one year. Members shall be eligible for reappointment for up 
to three terms, but in no event shall the term exceed four consecutive years on the commission, except as 
provided in Section 2.04.070 of this code. (Ord. 4896-NS § 3, 1976) 
 

Section 3.42.040 Vacancy filling. 
 Vacancies on the Youth Commission, from whatever cause except temporary vacancies as provided in 
Section 3.02.030, shall be filled in accordance with Section 2.04.070 of this code. (Ord. 4896-NS § 4, 1976) 
 

Section 3.42.070 Liaison representatives to other City entities. 
 Subject to the approval of the council in each case, the commission may designate one of its members to 
act as a liaison representative to any other board, commission or committee of the City. The functions of such 
liaison representatives are to attend meetings of such other board, commission or committee; advise the 
Youth Commission of the background, attitudes and reasons behind the actions of such other board, 
commission or committee; and on request of such other board, commission or committee, to advise such 
other board, commission or committee of policy, procedures and decisions of the Youth Commission that may 
bear upon matters under discussion by such other board, commission or committee. Such liaison 
representative shall have no power to vote. (Ord. 4896-NS § 6, 1976) 

Title 3
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Chapter 3.42 

 
Section 3.42.100 Organization, meetings, rules and procedures. 

 A. The commission may make and alter all rules and regulations governing its organization and 
procedures not inconsistent with this chapter or any ordinance of the City. 
 B. The commission shall keep an accurate record of its proceedings and transactions, and shall submit 
an annual report to the City Council with a copy to the City Manager. 
 C. A majority of the members appointed to the commission shall constitute a quorum and the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the members appointed is required to take any action. 
 D. The commission shall elect one of its members president and one of its members vice-president, who 
shall hold office for one year and until their successors are elected unless their terms as members of the 
commission expire sooner. An officer or employee of the City designated by the City Manager shall serve as 
secretary of the commission. 
 E. The commission shall establish a regular place and time for meeting.  All meetings shall be noticed as 
required by law and shall be scheduled in a way to allow for maximum input from the public.  The frequency of 
meetings shall be as determined by City Council resolution.  The scheduling of special meetings in addition to 
those established by City Council resolution, except special meetings that take the place of cancelled regular 
meetings, shall be subject to approval by the City Council.  A request for a special meeting shall include the 
reason for the proposed meeting and should be expedited on the City Council’ s agenda, or in the alternative, 
placed before the Agenda Committee for approval. (Ord. 6895-NS § 1, 2006: Ord. 6023-NS § 1, 1990: Ord. 
5372-NS § 1, 1981: Ord. 4896-NS § 9, 1976) 
 

Section 3.42.120 Functions designated. 
 The functions of the Youth Commission are as follows: 
 A. Identify the needs of the youth of the community and create a citizen awareness of these needs; 
 B. Recommend and encourage improved standards of services to youth in the City; 
 C. Recommend and encourage needed new services for youth, both public and private, initially using the 
report of the Youth Services Ad Hoc Task Force submitted to council on June 10, 1975; 
 D. Encourage coordination among organizations providing services to youth in the community, both 
public and private, and provide advice and assistance to them; 
 E. Review all programs that are developed and operated for youth by the City and the Berkeley Unified 
School District and make recommendations as to the success or failure of these programs; 
 F. In cooperation with other agencies, collect, maintain and interpret information and statistics on youth 
for the use of citizens and organizations in the City. No information shall be gathered or maintained which can 
be associated with identifiable individuals; 
 G. Encourage preparation of publications and results of study and research pertaining to youth; 
 H. Advise the City Council and School Board on all matters affecting youth in the community; 
 I. Render advice and assistance to other City boards, school boards, commissions, committees, 
departments, and to private agencies on matters affecting youth; 
 J. Sponsor an annual "youth day symposium" in the City to gain the input of concerned youth; 
 K. Perform such other functions and duties as may be directed by the City Council or School Board. 
(Ord. 4896-NS § 11, 1976) 
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Chapter 3.42 

Chapter 3.42 

YOUTH COMMISSION 

Sections:

3.42.010 Created--Purpose. 
3.42.020 Membership--Criteria for guiding appointments. 
3.42.030 Membership--Term. 
3.42.040 Vacancy filling. 
3.42.070 Liaison representatives to other City entities. 
3.42.100 Organization, meetings, rules and procedures. 
3.42.120 Functions designated. 

Section 3.42.010 Created--Purpose. 
 A. A Youth Commission of the City is hereby established. Members shall be appointed as hereinafter in 
this chapter provided. 
 B. In order to give youth a voice in effecting City policy and services, the City Council and School Board 
strongly support the concept of a Youth Commission composed of youth and young adults between the ages 
of twelve and twenty-five. (Ord. 4896 NS § 1, 1976) 
 

Section 3.42.020 Membership--Criteria for guiding appointments. 
 A. One member of the Youth Commission shall be appointed by each City Councilmember, in 
accordance with Ordinance 4780-NS, and nine members shall be appointed by the School Board, for a total 
composition of eighteen. 
 B. The following desirable criteria may guide, but not restrict, each councilmember and the School Board 
in making appointments: 
 1. Members to be residents of the City; 
 2. Members to be between the ages of twelve and twenty-five; 
 3. At least half of the members to be high school students or junior high school students. (Ord. 4896-NS 
§ 2, 1976) 
 

Section 3.42.030 Membership--Term. 
 The term of office of each member shall be one year. Members shall be eligible for reappointment for up 
to three terms, but in no event shall the term exceed four consecutive years on the commission, except as 
provided in Section 2.04.070 of this code. (Ord. 4896-NS § 3, 1976) 
 

Section 3.42.040 Vacancy filling. 
 Vacancies on the Youth Commission, from whatever cause except temporary vacancies as provided in 
Section 3.02.030, shall be filled in accordance with Section 2.04.070 of this code. (Ord. 4896-NS § 4, 1976) 
 

Section 3.42.070 Liaison representatives to other City entities. 
 Subject to the approval of the council in each case, the commission may designate one of its members to 
act as a liaison representative to any other board, commission or committee of the City. The functions of such 
liaison representatives are to attend meetings of such other board, commission or committee; advise the 
Youth Commission of the background, attitudes and reasons behind the actions of such other board, 
commission or committee; and on request of such other board, commission or committee, to advise such 
other board, commission or committee of policy, procedures and decisions of the Youth Commission that may 
bear upon matters under discussion by such other board, commission or committee. Such liaison 
representative shall have no power to vote. (Ord. 4896-NS § 6, 1976) 
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Chapter 3.42 

 
Section 3.42.100 Organization, meetings, rules and procedures. 

 A. The commission may make and alter all rules and regulations governing its organization and 
procedures not inconsistent with this chapter or any ordinance of the City. 
 B. The commission shall keep an accurate record of its proceedings and transactions, and shall submit 
an annual report to the City Council with a copy to the City Manager. 
 C. A majority of the members appointed to the commission shall constitute a quorum and the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the members appointed is required to take any action. 
 D. The commission shall elect one of its members president and one of its members vice-president, who 
shall hold office for one year and until their successors are elected unless their terms as members of the 
commission expire sooner. An officer or employee of the City designated by the City Manager shall serve as 
secretary of the commission. 
 E. The commission shall establish a regular place and time for meeting.  All meetings shall be noticed as 
required by law and shall be scheduled in a way to allow for maximum input from the public.  The frequency of 
meetings shall be as determined by City Council resolution.  The scheduling of special meetings in addition to 
those established by City Council resolution, except special meetings that take the place of cancelled regular 
meetings, shall be subject to approval by the City Council.  A request for a special meeting shall include the 
reason for the proposed meeting and should be expedited on the City Council’ s agenda, or in the alternative, 
placed before the Agenda Committee for approval. (Ord. 6895-NS § 1, 2006: Ord. 6023-NS § 1, 1990: Ord. 
5372-NS § 1, 1981: Ord. 4896-NS § 9, 1976) 
 

Section 3.42.120 Functions designated. 
 The functions of the Youth Commission are as follows: 
 A. Identify the needs of the youth of the community and create a citizen awareness of these needs; 
 B. Recommend and encourage improved standards of services to youth in the City; 
 C. Recommend and encourage needed new services for youth, both public and private, initially using the 
report of the Youth Services Ad Hoc Task Force submitted to council on June 10, 1975; 
 D. Encourage coordination among organizations providing services to youth in the community, both 
public and private, and provide advice and assistance to them; 
 E. Review all programs that are developed and operated for youth by the City and the Berkeley Unified 
School District and make recommendations as to the success or failure of these programs; 
 F. In cooperation with other agencies, collect, maintain and interpret information and statistics on youth 
for the use of citizens and organizations in the City. No information shall be gathered or maintained which can 
be associated with identifiable individuals; 
 G. Encourage preparation of publications and results of study and research pertaining to youth; 
 H. Advise the City Council and School Board on all matters affecting youth in the community; 
 I. Render advice and assistance to other City boards, school boards, commissions, committees, 
departments, and to private agencies on matters affecting youth; 
 J. Sponsor an annual "youth day symposium" in the City to gain the input of concerned youth; 
 K. Perform such other functions and duties as may be directed by the City Council or School Board. 
(Ord. 4896-NS § 11, 1976) 
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City of Berkeley Youth Commission Work Plan

Mission: Identifies the needs of youth, reviews, and recommends youth services and programs.

Activity Resources Next Step Goal

Mental health
(survey at BUSD)

BHS student leadership

Wellness and Support Project BHS

BUSD administration

Existing mental health counselors/health
center staff at BUSD

Form a mental health
subcommittee in the Youth
Commission.

To increase the quality of mental health
care and resources at Berkeley Public
Schools.

Improving school
lunch within BUSD

Meatless Mondays Club

Meal coordinator within BUSD

Survey students about their
experience with school lunch.

To improve lunch options at Berkeley
High.

Expanding access to
free meals

Meal coordinator within BUSD

Organizers of current/past grocery pickup in
Berkeley

Meet with BUSD admin about
current and past projects that
provide meals and groceries.

To expand free meal/grocery access to
people in Berkeley.

Bathrooms at BHS Principal Raygoza

Janitorial staff

Identify specific issues relating
to the bathrooms.

To improve the quality of student
bathrooms at Berkeley High School.

School Resource
Center

Principal Raygoza

Ms. Parker (Parent Resource Center)

Reaching out to Ms. Parker to
see what resources already
exist and their status with the
resource center.

To help supplement existing resources
to increase the number of resources
available to BUSD students and
families experiencing homelessness,
housing insecurity, and poverty.

BTA Carrer Center Mr. Laurel

Principal Weber (BTA Principal)

Email Mr. Laurel to clarify the
rules for BTA students going to
the CCC.

To increase access to college and career
support for students attending BTA
either within the school or through the



CCC on the Berkeley High School
campus.

BTA Nurse Principal Weber (BTA Principal) Email the BTA Prinicipal to
ask about the limitations to the
number of days with a nurse.

To increase the number of days that
BTA students have access to health
services requiring a nurse.




