
 TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

AGENDA 
Thursday, May 19th, 2022, 7:00 pm 

 

Public Works Transportation Division 1947 Center Street, 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704 
Tel: 510.981-7010 TDD: 510-981-6903 Fax: 510.981-7060 

 

Mission: Advise Council on transportation policies, facilities, and services 
 

PUBLIC ADVISORY: THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY 
THROUGH ZOOM VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE. 

 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e) and the state declared emergency, this 
meeting of the City of Berkeley Transportation Commission will be conducted 
exclusively through teleconference and ZOOM videoconference. The COVID-19 state of 
emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in 
person and presents imminent risks to the health of attendees. Therefore, no physical 
meeting location will be available.  
 
To access the meeting remotely from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device, 
please use this URL to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86040095447 
 
Webinar ID: 860 4009 5447 
 
If you do not wish for your name to appear on the screen, then use the drop-down menu 
and click on "rename" to rename yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use 
the “raise hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. To join by phone: Dial 1-
669-900-9128 and enter Meeting ID: 860 4009 5447. If you wish to comment during the 
public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Chair. 
Note: Your phone number will appear on the videoconference screen. 
  
A. PRELIMINARY BUSINESS 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Public Comment on items not on the Agenda 
4. Approval of Draft Action Minutes of April 21, 2022* 
5. Approval and Order of Agenda 
6. Update on Administration/Staff 
7. Announcements 

 
B. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS    
   * Written material included in packet  
  ** Written material to be delivered at meeting 

The public may speak at the beginning of any item. 
 

1. Vice Chair Election 
Action required 
 

2. GoBerkeley Presentation and Request for Feedback* 
Gordon Hansen, Senior Planner 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86040095447
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3. BerkDOT Update 
Farid Javandel, Deputy Director of Public Works 
 

4. 2022 Meeting Calendar 
Action Required 

 
C. INFORMATION ITEMS AND SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

Information items can be moved to Discussion or Action by majority vote of the TC. 
1. Subcommittee Reports and Assignments: Verbal Reports from Subcommittees 
2. Council Summary Actions 2021 and 2022** 
3. Link to Council and Agenda Committee Agendas and Minutes  
4. Transportation Commission Mission Statement* 
5. Link to Transportation Commission Work Plan 
6. Transportation Commission Subcommittees and Liaisons** 
 

D. COMMUNICATIONS 
1. Margot Smith. “The Bicycle Plan – Unreal.” Received by Farid Javandel, 5/11/22. 
 

E. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS        
 
F. ADJOURNMENT 9:30 pm 
     
Agenda Posted: May 12, 2022  
 
A complete agenda packet is available for public review at the Main Branch 
Library and at the Transportation Division front desk. 
 
ADA Disclaimer 

 This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. 
To request a disability-related accommodation(s) to participate in 
the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the 
Disability Services specialist at 981-6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at 
least three business days before the meeting date. Please refrain 
from wearing scented products to this meeting.  
 
SB 343 Disclaimer 
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the commission regarding any item on 
this agenda will be made available for public inspection at the Public Works Transportation 
Division offices located at 1947 Center Street, 4th Floor. 
 
Communications Disclaimer 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and 
will become part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s 
website. Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact 
information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City 

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/citycouncil/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YlNrEIsAS-JpviaY15Tu4FYwimVGv5lF/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108435942904912322883&rtpof=true&sd=true
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board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record. If you do 
not want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you 
may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the 
relevant board, commission or committee. If you do not want your contact information 
included in the public record, please do not include that information in your 
communication. Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, commission or 
committee for further information. 
 
 
 
 

Commission Secretary: Farid Javandel, Transportation Division Manager 
1947 Center St., 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA, 94704 

Telephone (510) 981-7061 / Fax: (510) 981-7060 / TDD: (510) 981-6903  
Email: Fjavandel@cityofberkeley.info 

 

mailto:Fjavandel@cityofberkeley.info


 
Public Works Department 
Transportation Division 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
May 17, 2022 
 
TO:  Transportation Commission   
 
FROM:  Gordon Hansen, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT:  goBerkeley SmartSpace Parking Pilot Program - Update 

 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Receive presentation and provide feedback and comments to staff on the revised 
approach for the goBerkeley SmartSpace parking pilot and Council action for June 
2022.  

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
goBerkeley SmartSpace is a grant-funded pilot program to reduce inconvenience and 
emissions associated with the “two-hour shuffle,” increase parking availability, and 
increase travel options for visitors in two residential pilot areas adjacent to the Elmwood 
and Telegraph commercial districts. In fall 2021, the City received feedback from 
residents and merchants opposing the initial concept proposals for visitor paid parking, 
along with suggestions for alternate approaches. The City has created new pilot 
proposals that reflect this public input. Those marked with an asterisk (*) are 
recommended for Council approval based on spring 2022 community feedback. 
 
Elmwood Pilot Area 

• Introduce limited number of RPP parking passes for local employees* 

• Test 3-hour RPP time limits in a small portion of the pilot area 

• Facilitate a transit pass program for employees of local businesses* 
 
Southside/Telegraph Pilot Area 

• Implement smaller visitor paid parking pilot closer to the UC Campus* 

• Introduce limited number of RPP parking passes for local employees 

• Encourage business/employee parking in Telegraph/Channing Garage* 

• Facilitate a transit pass program for employees of local businesses* 
 
Pending Council approval, the pilot program is expected to launch later this summer 
and conclude in 2023. 
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BACKGROUND 
During the first goBerkeley parking pilot program (2013-2015), the City received 
feedback from residents, merchants, and employees about the “two-hour shuffle” in 
residential areas adjacent to commercial districts. The “two-hour shuffle” occurs when 
those who do not have a valid permit to park in RPP areas move their cars every two 
hours to avoid being cited for exceeding the time limit. In 2016, the City was awarded a 
grant for a pilot project to reduce pollution caused by this behavior and improve parking 
in residential areas. Originally called the Residential Shared Parking Pilot, the project 
was rebranded “goBerkeley SmartSpace” in 2019. Pilot planning and outreach was put 
on hold due to the pandemic and resumed in mid-2021.  
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City of Berkeley 

Transportation Commission 

Statement of Mission of Transportation Commission: 

To be published with each agenda packet per TC action on 2/21/2019 

The Berkeley City Council established this Transportation Commission to advise 

the City Council on matters related to transportation policies, facilities, and 

services in the City. We are empowered to hold hearings, gather information, and 

provide recommendations to the City Council in order to help them make informed 

transportation decisions. The Transportation Commission’s work is guided by 

several transportation-related documents and policies implemented by the City 

Council, including the Transportation Element of the General Plan, Bike Plan, 

Pedestrian Plan, Climate Action Plan, West Berkeley Circulation Master Plan, 

Complete Streets Policy, and BeST Plan. 

Related Plans and Policies: 

A. Transportation Element (2001) of the General Plan (2003)

a. Transit-First Policy (General Plan Policy T-4 “Transit-First Policy”)

B. Bike Plan (2017)

C. Pedestrian Plan (2010, update in process)

D. Vision Zero

E. Climate Action Plan (2009, 2018 update)

F. West Berkeley Circulation Master Plan (2009)

G. Complete Streets Policy (2012 Council Resolution)

H. BeST Plan (2016)

I. Berkeley Bike Boulevard Design Guidelines (2000)
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https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Planning_and_Development/Home/General_Plan_-_Transportation_Element.aspx
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Planning_and_Development/Home/General_Plan__A_Guide_for_Public_Decision-Making.aspx
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/berkeleybikeplan/
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/pedestrian/
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/climate/
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/ContentDisplay.aspx?id=556
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/completestreetspolicy/
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Transportation/Strategic-Plan/
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Public_Works/Transportation/Bicycle_Boulevard_Guidelines.aspx


From: Gard, Alisha
To: Gard, Alisha
Subject: FW: The Bicycle Plan: Unreal:
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 8:46:00 AM

For the Communications section of the Transportation Commission Agenda Packet:

From: margots999@aol.com <margots999@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 8:46 PM
Subject: The Bicycle Plan: Unreal:

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and
know the content is safe.

Farid Javandel
Transportation Division Manager 
Public Works
Phone: (510) 981-7010 / TDD: (510) 981-6903 / FAX: (510) 981-7060 
FJavandel@CityofBerkeley.info

The Bicycle Plan: Unreal

Dear Transportation Commissioners,

I admire people who ride bicycles, but I think it unrealistic to think that cars will eventually be
eliminated from Berkeley (I've heard that statement) and that the majority of population will
use bikes and mass transit as their main means of transportation. I can think of many who
cannot.

I think the plan for Hopkins Avenue will kill the businesses there.
How many bicyclists buy at the liquor store, the fish market, Monterey Market?
Has anyone asked the business people about the Hopkins Plan?
How will trucks deliver supplies there?
If I were a business owner, I would wait until my lease is up and move to Walnut Creek.
We would end up with a row of empty shops.
Data, please.

Problems with your bicycle freeways, and those who cannot use bikes:
What about those with large families, or who own care-giving facilities, who work at night,
who need to manage time tightly, who have childcare drop offs and pickups, and more.

For example, if you have a large family (like I did) how do you get your groceries home?
I used to buy 4 gallons of milk a week, plus all the other food for 3 boys.
Or take your children to school? Several of them? One year I had kids in MLK, Columbus and
Berkeley High.

How do you get to work if you work in the hills?
People work in the hills: housekeepers, plumbers, construction, caregivers, etc.
Will they bike up the hill and work all day? with their tools? And then bike home?

How do you connect with BART if you live in the hills?
Bike while dressed for work?
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Get to work and back after dark? in the cold?  Like a doctor or nurse on night shift.
Go to and from theater?
 
What happens when it rains?
What about the hills? Some hills are steep.
How do us old and /or disabled people get around?

I see the problem as the city thinking too narrowly about the lives of people.
People are very complicated. Living is very complicated.
 
I rarely see cyclists on the street. but lots of cars.
Are there any data on the demographics of who are likely to cycle? 
For me (at age 91) the likelihood is zero.
 
Can you show us some data?
These bicycle plans sound like wishful thinking to me.
Do you have any data on how many bicyclists there are in Berkeley vs. auto users? 
How many dollars should 90,000 Berkeley people invest in the 25 cyclists who ride down
Hopkins now and then?
and how many dollars to ruin the roads that are working well now?
 
If the bike people had a grand plan that included all of us, the whole thing would make more
sense.
Now all I hear is "We should all bike". 
Impossible for many of us.
 
 
Margot Smith
1300 A Shattuck, Berkeley 94709
510-486-8010 (no text)
Margots999@aol.com
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