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April 18, 2023 

 

Design Review Committee, Planning and Development 

1947 Center Street 

Berkeley, CA 94704 

To: aburns@cityofberkeley.info 
 
RE: Bird-safe Building Ordinance 
 
Secretary Burns and Committee Members:  
 
The 2022 State of the Birds report alerts us that almost 30% of all North American breeding birds, 
nearly three billion, have disappeared since 1970.  Collisions with buildings are the second largest 
direct human-caused source of mortality for birds.  Studies suggest nearly a billion birds are killed by 
windows every year in North America. 
 

On March 1, the Planning Commission referred a Bird-safe Building Ordinance to the City Council that 

substantially meets the goals set by the Community Environmental Advisory Commission (now 

Environment and Climate Commission) in 2019. The Sierra Club strongly supports this ordinance. 

Research suggests that all glass, of every size, on every kind of building, presents significant risks to 

birds. There must be no exemption for glass based on its size. Ultimately, every building, everywhere 

must use bird-safe glass if we are to restore bird populations and all the ecosystem services that are 

provided by birds to historic levels.  
 

Given that it has taken four years to bring this referral back to City Council, we support including all 

buildings in the ordinance, with a phase-in period for single-family dwellings with smaller amounts of 

glass. The phase-in, consistent with other recent ordinances, will allow suppliers time to make 

appropriate materials available for smaller contractors and allow for community education. 
 

Thank you for your efforts to help pass a Bird Safe Ordinance that reflects recent science on reducing 

bird collisions, that will truly protect birds, and serve as an example for other cities. Bringing Berkeley 

into alignment with New York City, Washington DC, and the Mountain View North Bayshore Precise 

Plan. 
 

 Respectfully, 

         
Melinda Howard-Herrarte 

Chair, Northern Alameda County Group, Sierra Club San Francisco Bay Chapter 

mailto:info@sfbaysc.org
mailto:aburns@cityofberkeley.info
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 ‘A collective performance, free of charge, unfolding across all Britain to all people.’ Mistle
thrush in Warwickshire. Photograph: Mike Lane/Alamy

Opinion
Birds Look up, listen, and be very concerned.

Birds are vanishing 9 and their crisis is our
crisis
Mark Cocker

More than 40m birds have disappeared from UK’s skies since
1970: a trend that imperils the network that gives us life

Mon 17 Apr 2023 03.00 EDT
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59

As a regular birdwatcher to the same local patches, I can tell you that this winter has been the
worst for birds in thirty years...

So many local areas where an hour or two has produced no more than a couple of blue tits or
chaffinches, when in former years I'd see 20 plus species.

Scary.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.46 5

i think last years bird flu had a devastating effect to any colonies in concentrated areas
like cities, certainly affected the blue tits where i live in london and this year although
the blue tit has built the nest there are no eggs as yet

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.59 15

Is it cats?

Our dad has a slight hobbyhorse about this, that the explosion in urban cat numbers is
the single biggest reason for the decline in bird numbers.

He makes the point that when he was a kid you barely saw cats, a farmer on the edge of
the town might have them to keep the rats down, but people didn't tend to keep them,
not least because they could barely afford to feed themselves.

My street of 25 or so houses has at least six living here, but there's plenty more in the
block of streets I recognise.

I am sure pesticides, insect drop-off, changing habitats etc., doesn't help, but I would be
interested, has anyone done the research on cat numbers? Are they now at the top of the
bird pyramid in a way that is causing balance issues?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.03 3

And I see that the cat discussion is taking place further down in the comments (if of
course you sort them the sensible way by Oldest...).

Mute Report

Show 5 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.27 7

Having lived in my present house for 5 springs, this is the first year there has not been a Song
Thrush singing. Even Goldfinches are fewer, Chaffinch and Greenfinch just holding on. Last
summer's drought may have contributed.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.44 15

and bird flu, i believe last year that took a fair few in the spring, certainly affected the
bluetit nest in my garden.
just infuriating how stupid people in london in the main are, more concerned with their
big shiny cars, paying for plastic grass and chopping down tree to reduce mess

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.02 5

“Last summer's drought may have contributed”.

“The combination of drought and heatwaves can push birds to their physiological limits,
leading to lethal dehydration. 
In drought times, birds may also congregate at the remaining dwindling water spots,
causing conditions ripe for the spread of disease. 
[...]
Death may also come from starvation as food resources diminish once the plants dry out
and stop growing, which also causes declines in populations of insects and other integral
prey. 
Drought-induced malnourishment conditions may also lead to a failure to secure
adequate energy stores needed for migration”.

https://www.audubon.org/news/when-drought

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.38 8

I can appreciate the Barb of “stupid people and their shiny cars”, however I don’t think
this is a London thing.

In fact, a large % of Londoners do not own or drive a car at all. In my experience, it is
suburbs/ urban sprawl, and towns in rural areas that are worst for % car ownership,
because public transport is rubbish.

I think most conversations would be best served if the temptation to attack “that
London” were avoided.

I do not live in London, in case you wondered!

Mute Report

Show 3 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.32 20

A powerful piece. Thank you. I'd argue with placing humans at the pinnacle of nature though.
We're just one single part, not pre-eminent. The fact that we are the ones doing all the damage
doesn't put it at the top of the pyramid.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.39 18

It does put us in charge of the wrecking ball however..........

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.00 25

The belief that we are in some way ordained by god as a chosen species is at the root of
the dismissive and exploitative behaviour we impose on nature.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.29 3

Being at the apex of the pyramid means that we rely on everything beneath us
(physically, but not morally).

Mute Report

Show 4 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.32 8

Spring used to make me so happy. Birdsong, so recognizing a great variety of birds, and their
return from the South in order of species, were the main part of that. Now, because it is so
much less, that happiness is gone. I just do not understand how people can still go on polluting
and so destroying nature, by using cars, planes and pesticides or eating mass-produced meat.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.45 13

I just do not understand how people can still go on polluting and so destroying
nature, by using cars, planes and pesticides or eating mass-produced meat.

Next time your at a nature reserve compare and contrast how many people are there
compared with a football match, or in an airport, or in a shopping centre. Most people do
not care about wildlife or birds beyond not getting shit on their cars.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.32 5

We live in a four year old new-build in Lincolnshire. We have almost no birds visiting our garden
(apart from the odd pigeon or magpie) despite planting trees and bird friendly shrubs and
putting out food. Yes, we are surrounded by farmers fields but would have expected more birds
to visit. We've even thought ght about moving to a house in a more established location as we
miss the birds visiting.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 5.43 2

You are surrounded by farmers' fields - actually a less hospitable environment for birds
than most people imagine.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 5.56 2

27M migrating (& other) birds killed flying from EU to Africa & vice versa...
kilometre long nets strung along the African coastlines...finches deep fried while
alive...some gibbeted, others blinded, their forlorn songs of distress attracting
others...lead shot that poisons the environment still used...When will humans wise up?

No country in Europe is exempt from this mass extermination
Solution?? Start by joing LIPU or BirdLife

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.34 5

That is a very long piece telling us something we know all about and do very little to solve.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.34 2

Remember spring 2020 with few vehicles on the road and birdsong everywhere? Found
difficult and left untried, as G K Chesterton wrote.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.59 3

You know about it, and I do too, but most people do not care. This piece, with its glorious
celebration of the joys of birdsong might encourage some people to listen. Once people
begin listening to the birds, they might start caring about the damage we inflict upon our
environment.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.36 35

The rise of Artificial Lawns are a big part of the problem.

One thing that would really help both Birds, Wildlife and Humans, would be a government ban
on Artificial Grass.

Artificial Grass destroys the natural landscape, and replaces it with a product that will add more
micro-plastic to the environment.

Even more concerning, are Artificial Sport Pitches, which create the same problems for wildlife,
with increasing links to rare brain cancers for pitches using rubber crumb.

In an age when they say Environmentalism is rising and important, the Tory government allow
this product to carry on polluting and destroying natural land up and down the country.

Our children and grand children will be the ones suffering the consequences of all these micro-
plastic and rubber crumb cancers in the future.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.15 31

The worst thing in suburban areas has been the concreting over of front gardens for
parking.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.29 10

No, micro-plastic is more damaging to our environment and health.

Plastic takes thousands of years to decompose, and micro-plastics are already found in
the nice plastic bottled waters that fill supermarket shelves.

These micro-plastics are linked to many health problems for humans and wild-life.

Unless we decrease plastic use, micro-plastic will continue to increase in the food chain
and in bottled water.

I know, concrete isn't great, at least it can be recycled into rubble/hardcore.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.45 6

Also, a good concrete driveway, or patio can easily last 50+ years.

Whereas, plastic grass will look faded and flat after 10 years, if the owner can afford it,
they will have it replaced with another plastic lawn, whilst the old one ends up in
landfill.

Imagine if all these old plastic lawns were piled together, it would be gigantic, mountain
of plastic.

Mute Report

Show 16 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.37 3

I live in Central London, we had a visiting Sparrow this week.There are a pair of Magpies
resident, Peregrine breeding pairs nearby. Blackbirds, Robins. Lots more in the undisturbed
wildlife areas.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.58 10

A visiting sparrow? Was a time when you would have had dozens....

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.01 8

I've heard that there are plenty of vultures in some parts of the City of Westminster, too.

Is that true?

:-D

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.02 5

The Sparrow has long been the most recorded species recorded by volunteers monitoring
their gardens for the annual RSPB's birdwatch event, one Sparrow visiting you in central
London and being worthy of note is utterly depressing. 
I have lived at my current address in Bath for seventeen years and regularly keep an eye
out for the birds, including putting out a variety of foods for the different species
requirments. The decline in both variety of species and numbers within those species has
been noticeable. Much of the food I put out has had to be thrown away since there is
next to nothing to eat it now.
There used to be about thirty Greenfinches on or around my feeders where now I might
ocassionally see one. I see about two Starlings a week where before their numbers were
hard to estimate at times. Its been the same way for every other species that used to visit
with the possible exception of Goldfinch. I have recorded 27 species over the years, now
down to around 6.
I dont know what's caused this very noticeable decline in bird numbers and species in
recent years (this last RSPB birdwatch I had one male Blackbird visit) but since lockdown
there are now seven cats which regularly visit where beforehand there were just two but
the decline was noticeable before that.

Mute Report

Show 2 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.42 17

The planet is dying around us yet humanity continues with it's destructive ways, almost
oblivious to what is happening. Endless wake-up calls about the dire state of the environment
continue to be ignored. Soon it will be up to each and every one of us to help fix the mess we
have all contributed to.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.44 7

Same here, two miles from Englands most southerly point in rural west Cornwall in the heart of
what is supposed to be an AONB. Few birds, damn all insects, silent spring.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.48 6

'silent spring' is the title of rachel carsons book which was instrumental in having the
insecticide ddt banned 
ddt was weakening the shells of bald eagles and other birds, preventing them from
maturing

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.24 5

Rachel Carson flagged up the issue 60+ years ago but we do not want to hear negative
comments even if true and especially if it will reduce profits.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.45 3

Correct. And your point is what ?

Mute Report

Show 1 more reply

17 Apr 2023 0.46 1

The decline of farmland species is a major and concerning problem. On the other hand, me and
the entire rest of the population of Aberdeen would welcome a similar decline in the population
of urban herring gulls.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.46 3

All the finches and blackbirds have suddenly disappeared from the garden and all we have left
are a few collard doves. Even when the neighbours chopped down the last remaining sycamore
in the street they refused to give up, using an overgrown laurel to perch. Not sure what's
responsible for this, bird flu was my first thought.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.42 3

and all we have left are a few collard doves.

I know it's probably a slip, but your spelling of "collard" had me checking If Id got my
spelling wrong, but no, the dove is "collared", while the greens are "Collard" (spring
greens this side of the Atlantic...)

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.48 94

If we want, in Britain, to do anything at all about the conservation of our vanishing
environment, we need as a nation to push government to be proactive. The current shower
have little or no interest in environmental protections. Therese Coffey!!!!! Our water courses
and seas are polluted in the extreme, there are climate change deniers in their ranks, and if
there's no money in it for them, they're not interested. Only by action from voters and local
groups pushing their MP's will there will any response. We're apathetic as a nation when it
comes to active intervention - it's how we keep ending up with the government that's been
eroding our rights and our environment and our wellbeing for over a decade.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.17 13

Well said on all points.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.56 10

Agree 100%

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.42 8

Yes, well put Indeed. I think the best I can do is to act in an environmentally responsible
manner by not using any chemicals in my garden, providing water and varied food for
birds. The other positive thing I believe is to buy as much organic food as I can afford,
which supports good farming practice. And should be good for me too.
I'm not confident that most growers will stop focusing on profit, avoiding healthier
growing methods.

Mute Report

Show 4 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.50 33

Well, it's no surprise and people commenting here will all agree - but it really does start at
home.

Concrete gardens. Getting rid of the street tree 'cos they hurt my wall'. Artificial lawns.

Then there's the macro stuff, overpopulation, poor regulation, intensive farming.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.27 8

We've got the worst environmental record in Europe in Britain. I would think that takes
some doing!!

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.14 6

Let's think about this logically. As the article explains, after joining the EEC in the 1970s,
numbers of birds began to fall rapidly in the UK. In other words, the fall is likely because
of Europe.

Fortunately, now that the UK has left the EU and will have a fully British (and so more
environmentally minded) approach, we can expect bird numbers to rise again.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.37 21

Once again , may I complement you on your username , as my mind is well and truly
boggled by your post.

Mute Report

Show 11 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.50 10

As a junior bird watcher, my twin brother and I had freedom at 9 to 15 to go bird watching on
Sefton meadows where there were skylarks ascending, flocks of peewits, curlews,
yellowhammers and many other species. Mainly all gone now as well as the house martins and
swallows nesting on the school buildings. Oddly, when I first came to Indonesia I used to
complain there were no birds due to airguns. Now out of my window, I see parrots, golden
orioles, kingfishers, swiftlets, pigeons, and a species of finch with a lovely call. However out in
the ricefields with allof the herbicides and insecticides the flocks of cattle eagrets are down to
solatory individuals.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.50
Guardian Pick

71

Farmers will need financial incentives to stop using the chemicals that have done so much to
destroy the ecosystem. It's not a question of simply pointing the finger - farming is extremely
challenging at the best of times - but of recognising that yields now depend on the chemical
cocktail that is used. Knee-jerk reactions will be no use, they will just put already struggling
farmers out of business. What is needed is a long term plan to reduce the use of pesticides and
chemical fertilisers.

Most of the life in nature is outside our normal range of observation - so we don't notice so
much when it fails to regenerate sufficiently. We only notice when, for example, bird
populations plummet. And if we live in the city, we probably don't even notice that.

But there is something we can do as individuals, if we are fortunate enough to have some
garden - we can garden with bio diversity in mind. We can stop spraying. We can stop using
weedkiller. We can stop trying to control nature and let nature do what it has spent millions of
years doing - maintaining balance.

My garden is now full of birds. They come because (I think) I provide a source of water and
because I do not use any chemicals of any kind.
I leave all the dead pants to rot down over winter, which provides a seed larder for birds, and
provides habitat for smaller organisms.

I'm really only just beginning to dabble with this - there are people who have devoted their
lives to the cause of biodiversity - but it has already given me greater interest in the art of
gardening.

Mute Report

Guardian Pick
As a regular birdwatcher to the same local
patches, I can tell you that this winter has
been the worst for birds in thirty years...

So many local areas where an hour or two has
produced no more than a couple of blue tits or
chaffinches, when in former years I'd see 20
plus species.

Scary.
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Guardian Pick
This is a great piece of writing- and that's
always more evocative and effective than a dry
recounting of the issues.

But I do wish this had been published
alongside a companion piece with more
information on the causes of the decline,
particularly since the comments are full of
people pointing to their own particular hobby
horse (everything from cats to foreign
tourists).

For the avoidance of doubt, here's what the
RSPB report …
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Guardian Pick
Farmers will need financial incentives to stop
using the chemicals that have done so much to
destroy the ecosystem. It's not a question of
simply pointing the finger - farming is
extremely challenging at the best of times -
but of recognising that yields now depend on
the chemical cocktail that is used. Knee-jerk
reactions will be no use, they will just put
already struggling farmers out of business.
What is needed is a long term plan to reduc…
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M ost mornings in spring I listen for a sequence of birdsongs to
know that my local area is in good heart, but also to reassure
myself that the world is working largely as it should. The
default soloist of my dawn in Buxton, Derbyshire, is a mistle

thrush that delivers from the ash tree above our house.

As I listen to my soloist there is an added delight in knowing that, from Cape
Wrath in northernmost Scotland to Kingsdown in Kent, his voice unites with
tens of millions of other dawn birds. The blue and great tits of the inner
cities, blackbirds and robins among the English villages, chaffinches and
wrens through the remotest Scottish glens: it is a collective performance,
free of charge, unfolding across all Britain to all people.

Have we time enough and opportunity, we can attune ourselves to one of the
greatest events of every April morning on our planet, since birdsong unfolds
across all Eurasia and North America as daylight processes over those lands
too. Think of it as the Earth rejoicing at the sun’s cyclical return.

The global chorus may unite us in planetary ritual but increasingly, as
underlined by a recent report, there are more and more gaps in the avian
responses to this daily passage. Both in the long and short term, Britain’s
birds are now shown to be on a dangerous downward trajectory.

The UK has lost 40m birds since 1970 and Europe as a whole has lost 600m
birds since 1980. The British figures, especially for farmland species such as
skylark and lapwing, have long been the worst of any country in the region.
The North American continent, meanwhile, but especially the US, has seen
avian populations fall by almost a third since 1970, losing a cumulative 3bn
birds.

What is at stake is not simply some aesthetic thrill or existential reassurance
which we have long vested in our avian neighbours, although the prospect of
these losses alone is crushing. Aldous Huxley once suggested that if you took
birds out of the English poetic canon you would have to lose half the nation’s
verse.

We have yet truly to understand how much environmental loss is also
cultural impoverishment, but the lesson is now among us. Imagine the arts
without the following: music without Vaughan Williams’ The Lark
Ascending, ballet without Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake, poetry without Keats’s
Ode to a Nightingale, literature without JA Baker’s The Peregrine.

‘If you took birds out of the English poetic canon you would have to lose half the nation’s verse.’
Eurasian wren. Photograph: Arterra Picture Library/Alamy

In its 150-year history as a science, ecology has increasingly revealed how life
functions as an infinitely complex yet always interconnecting process. Affect
a single part of nature and we invariably see major, often unforeseen, even
counterintuitive, consequences elsewhere. The best recent illustration of this
was a study from Germany in 2017 known as the Krefeld report.

It showed what impacts had resulted from 60 years’ use of agricultural
poison – the so-called pesticides that are a default instrument of intensive
agriculture. And revealed that Germany’s insect biomass had declined by
75%. Most alarming was the fact that losses were recorded not among serried
fields of chemically drenched maize, but inside the nation’s network of
protected nature reserves. No arrangement of our affairs in our heads, or on
paper, can gainsay life’s indivisible unity. In nature there is only one place.
And it is everywhere, even in our towns and cities.

As the most charismatic component of our full wildlife spectrum, birds enjoy
major, some would say disproportionate, concern and attention. Our largest
wildlife charity is still the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, with 1.3
million members. Yet our so-called feathered friends perform an infallible
service to other lifeforms that don’t enjoy the same levels of love such as
insects, lichens and fungi.

Birds are the ultimate vertebrate life form arising in almost all environments,
whether it is a kittiwake on a sea cliff, or a blue tit hunting for caterpillars in
our garden, or a worm-probing curlew on high moorland, or a barn owl
patrolling down the cornfield’s hedge border. Each is completely dependent
upon the continued healthy functioning of all the other parts of life in their
specific places: the bacteria, protists, tardigrades, nematodes, springtails,
insects, arachnids, fungi, lichens, mosses, flowers, trees, molluscs,
crustacea, fishes, amphibians, reptiles and mammals. If birds are in trouble,
then we can be absolutely sure that the rest of the system is in crisis too.

Our own species shares a place at the top of this pyramid of life. If birds
continue to decline then so too shall the very network on which the human
project depends. And we depend on this network in its entirety.

Mark Cocker is an author and naturalist, based in Derbyshire. He writes for
the Guardian’s Country Diary
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Tend to agree with much of what you write, but am just commenting to award you - even
before 9 am on Monday - the (presumably) typo of the week award in your penultimate
para

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.03 3

Excellent points.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.09 16

Ha. When will I ever learn to proof read before hitting 'post'?

Mute Report

Show 28 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.51 6

Such a shame.

I think there are many factors at play here. The number of people who concrete over their front
gardens to make a driveway, the chopping down of trees in suburban areas, the proliferation of
cats (sorry cat lovers, but cats are big killers of native wildlife) and, perhaps, the number of
people who no longer leave food out for the birds, all of this alongside the ever present
problems of pollution, pesticides, habit destruction and so forth.

It doesn't inspire me with much optimism.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.02 13

I can tell you from personal experience that my own cat - a prolific hunter - has made not
a dent in the bird population in my garden. I have so many birds the din is deafening at
times. They are not in the least bothered by me or my cat. The magpies take more
fledglings than the cat could ever manage. And just as I let the cat take mice or voles,
because she also takes any rats that cross her territory, so I let the magpies take what
they must to survive. I don't like it very much, but this is how nature maintains balance.
Life requires death. What is far more ruinous to the natural world is made in the
laboratory.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.08 5

A study published in April estimated that UK cats kill 160 to 270 million animals
annually, a quarter of them birds. The real figure is likely to be even higher, as the
study used the 2011 pet cat population of 9.5 million; it is now closer to 12
million, boosted by the pandemic pet craze. Seen alongside drops in bird numbers
across the EU and the UK, it is “quite alarming”, says lead author and cat ecologist
Tara Pirie from the University of Reading.

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/aug/14/cats-kill-birds-
wildlife-keep-indoors

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.11 13

I'm sorry, but the absolute madness about cats and the denial of cat owners that their
darlings have anything to do with the loss of wildlife is bonkers. There are FAR too many
cats everywhere. These aren't farm cats hunting rats in barns. Environmental loss has
global and corporate causes, but on a day to day basis, which is where individuals can
make a difference, predation on songbirds in gardens is a factor. I have two of the
wretched things coming into my garden, sitting under the hedges where the robins and
the blackbirds have nest. If I see them I bung bricks at them!!!

Mute Report

Show 15 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.51 2

Avian childhood memories came back reading this: the 'a little bit of bread and no cheese' (with
sustained emphasis on the 'no') call of the yellowhammer in County Mayo, Ireland and the
beauty of the song of a song thrush in the gardens where I grew up among others.

Most things in life are about context and the call of the yellowhammer puts me in a dreamy
warm memory of family country walks in the west of Ireland on fairly traffic-free and SUV-free
lanes. My father did similar walks with his father and perhaps back another generation which
places us then in early-mid 19th century - an ancestral thread of connection with nature and
birdsong.

Where I live on the Continent, native bird populations have become unbalanced in such a way
that it's pigeons, doves and the 'skinhead' of the bird world, the magpie, all hideously over-
represented to the expense of the native bird species distribution. Just to ram the avian point
home, the monk parakeet is now all over the place, regularly making you jump and destroying
the peace of a neighbourhood by its (audio) revolting, ear-splitting series of screams, shrieks
and screeches, surely one of nature's most ugly sounds.

Making people aware of the issues in the article is all uphill: we are increasingly urban and
digital people, thoroughly wrenched by post-industrialisation socio-economic forces from a
connection with nature and increasingly sealed up in offices, cars, shopping malls and insulated
homes. Therefore birdsong and the importance of avian life for too many people is something
for the birds. When I mention these issues to people in my circle most are vaguely aware of
what I'm talking about; but mention a TV series and they light up.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.58 4

Magpie colonies establishing themselves are the kiss of death on local songbird
populations.

One for sorrow, two for not very much joy ...

Don't blame the magpies for being magpies, but still ...

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.12 1

At this time of the year they are really aggressive with other birds and the local moggies.
As if the moggies are going to do anything ? None of them can be arsed going up a tree
after nests especially as the locals are always putting out pussy gobble for them.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.26 1

Magpie colonies establishing themselves are the kiss of death on local songbird
populations.

Not only songbirds... In the 80s, I went to see the receptionist at the place where I
worked. Over her shoulder, I saw a Magpie strutting on the lawn, alongside a hedge... I
remarked how smart he looked... She said "Just watch, a minute or two" shortly, the
Magpie popped into the hedge, and emerged with a rabbit kit, and flew off... Apparently,
he'd been taking all the rabbit's offspring... I know... Magpies do what Magpies must...
It's why they're successful.

Mute Report

Show 3 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.52 7

Most people do appreciate nature, but have very little self awareness when it comes to the
damage they do to nature.

So many cat owners say that millions of birds being killed by cats is 'part of their instinct, so we
can't do anything about it'.

Also, radical reforms of the agricultural sector are seen as undermining 'honest, hard working
farmers'

People don't seem to understand their role in the ecosystem, and because ecosystem are so
complex, it's very easy to point to someone else.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.31 2

The agriculture sector is under pressure to provide food for a growing population, yet
still only provides (IIRC) about 60% of our food requirements. Farming has been pushed
to provide cheap food and this has had consequences.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.19 0

The agriculture sector is under pressure to provide food for a growing population,
yet still only provides (IIRC) about 60% of our food requirements.

The table in the page I linked to shows that, overall, we've produced that percentage or
thereabouts for about 60 years... The mid 80s were a more productive period, but I've
not got time to delve... I first noticed rapeseed in the mid 70s. Those yellow fields were
spreading... I understand there's a million acres devoted to growing that, now...

http://www.https://www.fwi.co.uk/news/farm-policy/uk-self-sufficiency-in-food-how-
bad-is-it

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.43 2

Require every cat outside to have a bell.

Cats should be required to be chipped - if a cat without a bell is found then the owner
should be fined.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.52 3

I've had a fox steel two fat feeders from my front garden in the past month. They were 5 feet
up in a tree and the fox took the entire feeder, cage and all. I can see the claw marks on the
trunk.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.04 3

Squirrels?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.06 3

We humans will be fighting for food sources like that soon.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.50 1

Don't think a squirrel could carry a block of fat complete with cage out of the garden.
There's no sign of it anywhere. I think it must be a fox with young to feed.

Mute Report

Show 1 more reply

17 Apr 2023 0.53 5

One of the reasons I love to read Thomas Hardy is his evocation of a beautiful England now
disappearing around us. He would be amazed and in despair at what succeeding generations
have accomplished.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.53 4

Does the sudden craze for the reintroduction of red kites, harriers and hawks have an input?

For the life of me I cannot see the attraction of welcoming back into suburban areas large scale
predators whose menacing presence (to my eyes, anyway) imbues the skies with a feeling of
doom, who predate on the various songbirds that used to enliven our mornings and offer
nothing in return apart from baleful brooding stares and croaky screeching.

Yes I understand there has to be predation, and can see the role that crows and magpies play in
the scheme of things...but to invite in a further, deadlier set of top predators back into the
system says something unwelcoming about the modern mindset to 'conservation'

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.05 12

What nonsense. Why should one group of species be regarded as "good", and another as
"bad" simply because someone finds the former more aesthetically pleasing than the
latter?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.08 12

No it does not have an input. The majority of the red kites diet is carrion, road kill,
worms, beetles. The majority of prey for hen harriers is small mammals: same for
buzzards. Marsh harriers feed exclusively on wetland species and specialise on ducks and
mammals. A quick google is all you need to do to know this is false.

Maybe you should re-evaluate your relationship with nature, that you feel so threatened
by such magnificent natural creatures who do nothing to you except clean your roads of
roadkill.

And yes, people shouldn't leave out foods for these large birds in their gardens, it's not
necessary.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.08 4

When humans and their cats have been brought similarly to the brink of extinction
maybe we can start to begrudge the hawks and falcons their continued existence.

Mute Report

Show 16 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.54 9

The problem largely lies in the default blaming by the charities and the media of global
warming for every possible environmental Ill. In fact, the biodiversity problem IS possible and
straightforward to overcome- more hedgerows and GM plants to reduce the need for
pesticides. The default rejection of the latter has set environmental protection back 20 years in
my opinion. Rather like wanting to remove fossil fuels whilst still rejecting nuclear.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 5.48 1

GM plants don't necessarily reduce the need for pesticides, they may even encourage the
use of pesticides because they are genetically modified to be resistant, or so I've read
and been told.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.54 13

I keep backyard poultry, Avian Influenza has hit wild birds hard this year. We have had hardly
any birds visit our wildlife friendly gardens this winter. It's not just avian flu. Wild birds are like
the canaries miners used. What we now have is a result of decades of toxic chemical use,
changes to agriculture, gardening, building and light pollution

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.57 2

Wild birds are like the canaries miners used.

Very perspicacious analogy. Indeed, when the birds go, it's not good for anything, or
anyone, else.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.00 4

... didn't you recognized that the insects are gone first?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 5.19 1

Indeed, but one is more likely to notice the disappearance of the birds than the insects,
though. However, now you mention it, as a child I seem to remember many more
grasshoppers buzzing in the long grassy verges and hedgerows during summer than I
seem hear today.

Mute Report

Show 3 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.55 5

Humanity thinks itself top of the evolutionary tree. We are actually the stupidest. That is why
we won't sadly address the environment crisis sufficiently because we live in a gimme what I
want now mindset. Out so called human rights to have what I want now should be trumped by
responsibility for the future. But it isn't. So sea levels will rise. Estuary towns will flood.
Tributaries will have reverse water flow leading to flooding well inland.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.53 3

I know it is a trite comparison, but we humans are like cancer cells, who blindly multiply
to eventually kill their host and die with him.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 0.56 23

“The British figures, especially for farmland species such as skylark and lapwing, have long been
the worst of any country in the region”.

Surely concreting over the country side, in order to build more stupid-two-cars-in-the-drive-
doll-houses doesn’t help ?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.04 5

On the driveway ? The multi car owning householders near me park on the pavement. A
treasured works van might go on the drive.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.07 10

Surely concreting over the country side, in order to build more stupid-two-cars-
in-the-drive-doll-houses doesn’t help ?

TBF its more about Farmland...a typical sub-urban Housing Estate will have greater bio-
diversity than atypical arable Farmland. 
Its Farmers...their mono-blocs of crops and their almost limitless use of
Pesticides/Herbicides/Fungisides that are the problem.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.07 9

A load of driveways is nothing compared to how modern agriculture land management
techniques treats land and the biosphere these days, and since the '70s. Chemicals and
cutting for silage in the peak of ground-nesting birds' breeding season being the main
culprits. And the Common Agricultural Policy over this last 40+ years.

Mute Report

Show 25 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.57 12

As Mark will doubtless have been aware when he wrote this piece, there's nothing here that
hasn't been said or written a thousand, a hundred thousand times before. 'We have yet
truly to understand how much environmental loss is also cultural
impoverishment' No - I don't believe that's true; I just do not think we care enough,
collectively, to make the sacrifices. This is the ultimate human tragedy: we can, if we wished, be
an inspiring species: we can manipulate our environment for the good of other species, and
ultimately for our own benefit, but we choose not to. Instead we seem content to impoverish
our world; seek digital solace rather than that provided by reality. I no longer despair of
humanity. What's possibly even worse, I'm just so disappointed in it.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.02 0

That's liberal democracy in action.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.24 6

I agree with you wholly. There is no doubt that nowhere near enough people care
sufficiently, if at all. Whenever I try to talk to people about this their eyes visibly
roll/glaze over or they think I'm a crank. They are just not interested in talking about it
which is absolutely incredible to me considering what's at stake. I spoke to my family
about it over Christmas - soon after my parents booked two more cruises and my brother
a holiday to the Maldives.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.26 1

I think the problem is that most of us have lives to lead and protest in this country is
generally ignored. I have a spiky neurodivergent ability profile... in other words, I'm
really good at some things but these are counter-balanced by being very bad at others.
This means that looking after myself takes a lot of time and energy and that my main
attude to climate change is feed the birds and do no evil. I could spend the rest of my life
protesting (I occasioanlly write to my MP about some local evil) and it would do no good
at all. At the same time I would have to ignore and stop using the talents I actually have
which, I hope, help people. OK, not enough, but as someone once said, we all have to
remember that we're workers, not master builders.

Mute Report

Show 1 more reply

17 Apr 2023 0.58 2

I have noticed a decline in the bird population, the number of starlings spending the winter
under Brighton pier decreases every year, and swifts used to nest under the neighbouring roofs,
they haven't been around for years. I find it quite sad. The council recently chopped down the
nesting site of the sparrows, tamarisk trees, and put up nesting boxes. I can't see the sparrows
accepting them, but they might. But the tamarisks will be replaced by native trees, hawthorn
and holly, I just hope the sparrows return but it will be years before the hedge becomes suitable
for nesting again.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.57 2

We have that in Germany also. I am old enough to remember that every motorist got a
special hard sponge to clean the windscreen when it was full of the fatty remains of
insects. Nowadays you need no longer any special equipment to clean the windscreen!
That means the insects are almost gone and the birds have nothing to feed their
offspring. Well, even somehow "vegan" birds need to be fed with insects when they
came off the eggs.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.11 0

“I am old enough to remember that every motorist got a special hard sponge to clean the
windscreen when it was full of the fatty remains of insects. Nowadays you need no longer
any special equipment to clean the windscreen! ”

It’s not a question of age, it’s a question of memory.
People older than you or your age have forgotten about the two sides (one hard/the
other soft) compulsory sponge, they had in their cars.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.27 0

Yes... you are right, ... but the young persons are not guilty of no rememberance because
they did not ever had such equipment. ;-)

Mute Report

Show 2 more replies

17 Apr 2023 0.59 6

I actually saw a pair of Goldfinch in our garden a couple of weeks ago. Haven't seen them in the
area for decades.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.18 4

I had four goldfinches on my lawn on saturday. I didn't know what they were until I took
a photo and google lens identified them. I watched for a few minutes while they fed on
something growing in the lawn before they were chased off by a pair of swooping
magpies. The magpies were then dispersed by a crow which was the size of a goose.
Excellent entertainment.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.44 6

I love Goldfinches and to attract them grow lots of Verbena Bonarinsis. They love the
seed heads during winter. I counted 20 of them in my garden at one stage this winter. I
live in a city on the south coast of Ireland) where it is very mild, so that may be a factor.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.50 0

I have no clue what you are doing but in Germany we threw tons of birdfeed into our
gardens. Every Supermarket sells tons of birdfeed. We have a tiny garden but it is nice to
watch the birds, agree. :-)

Mute Report

Show 5 more replies

17 Apr 2023 1.04 3

Many farmers were encouraged to produce bigger yields by using more and more pesticides. So
who’s to blame ? Primarily the companies which produced the pesticides and the frontal attack
on farmers from the hordes of so called ‘ experts, consultants, marketeers and sales people. It’s
those people who are to blame. What’s more, as farmers in Britain become more aware of the
problems, the pesticide producers are making huge attempts to sell their products into the
areas of the world in which British birds migrate to every year.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.14 0

the frontal attack on farmers from the hordes of so called ‘ experts, consultants,
marketeers and sales people. It’s those people who are to blame.

Rather than the farmers themselves?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.18 7

“Many farmers were encouraged to produce bigger yields by using more and more
pesticides”.

Because we wanted cheap food.
Fixed !
Cheap food which for a significant part of it is wasted because a majority wants it
calibrated, aesthetically pleasant to the eye, washed, wrapped in plastic and
conveniently available from the one-stop shop aka Supermarket with its compulsory
parking lot.

Walking or cycling to the greengrocer, down the road, was too much asking.

Same people, unable to walk more than 100 yards, complaining that their high-streets
shop windows are boarded.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.04 12

Sadly, if you don't buy organically produced food, you are part of the problem. The main
problem of course is the NFU who lobby, and fight tooth and nail against any kind of
environmental protections in case it affects their profits and then they worry where their next
Range Rover is going to come from. And in general, Tories back them up, big agricultural
corporations , chemical companies, machinery companies, are all in this together, not giving a
rat's arse about such things. Yes, I have put my money where my mouth is and have trained with
the RSPB, gained a degree in Environmental Science, become an organic farmer, and have
bought land to farm with food production and biodiversity in mind.
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But the food is meant to come from the pacific now, maybe the birds will come too!
Once I called the council because a guy was burning a load of plastic in his backyard and
they wanted to know about me!
Cake and eat it is british mythology - you fill the land with human activity to drive
business then the birds don't feel welcomed!
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Having your albatross and shooting it, as Boris Johnson nearly wrote.
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It's a prime indicator of the relentless decline in our environment. I think pesticides are more
the culprit here than avian flu, but it's a factor too.

What I've noticed locally is that intensive housing development has chased the birds away and
also our regular Summer visitors, swallows and housemartins don't seem to come here any
more.

We are very lucky in this area in that we still have a big bird population but it's nowhere near as
varied or colourful as it was. Also far fewer bees around and I haven't seen a hedgehog in years.

Depressing stuff, sadly. A small consolation for me is that I have a breeding pair of buzzards
nearby, which is great because they did disappear for a year or two when all the new build was
going on.
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Living on an organic farm with plenty of trees I'm surrounded by birdsong, but also acutely
aware of the fragility of it all.

For example there is migratory hawk that comes for a month or two every year. I'm not sure
where s/he is the rest of the time, or what conditions are like there, but it only takes one weak
link in the migratory chain to put an end to a migratory species.

Then there's the impact of climate change on farming. It would take just two successive
droughts to massively impact this region's ages-old farming output, with the knock-on effect
on food security and economic security.
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Part of the reason some of my food shopping is organic British - better for us and better
for the environment. But the rest of agriculture also needs to become far less damaging.
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"But the rest of agriculture also needs to become far less damaging". Absolutely.

But organic farming has its challenges too. The organic farm I live on devotes 50% of its
acreage to rice. Paddy rice cultivation is one of the worst methane emitters. This is not
even on our govt's radar despite numerous govt rice research centres. There are
solutions for paddy rice, which I'm researching, but monsoon areas are pretty much
dedicated to rice worldwide, for obvious reasons.
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I was lucky to grow up at the edge of the countryside. Any time I could, I would wake with the
dawn, or even wait up for it, and the dawn chorus was mesmerising, exuberant, constantly
developing and simply glorious. Now in my latter years I live on the edge of the countryside as
well, but between me and it is a dual carriageway. Result? If these is a dawn chorus I cannot
hear it for the mind-bending whoosh and indescribable tire noise that now acts as a prelude to
a waking day. It is so dispiriting to think in my life time what started with a gift ends with a
crash.
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The novel "Larkrise to Candleford" is set in North East Oxfordshire, where these wonderful
birds nested on the open ground fields and soared high catching insects on the wing uttering
their wonderful, stream of conscious song. 
When I moved up here in 1999, the skies above fields were full of Skylarks. Then within a few
years they became rare, then almost never seen. Chemical pesticides used on fields causing
insectageddan and other farming practices are certainly at fault.

A further dive in numbers of general garden living species ( Blackbirds, Thrushes, Robins, Blue
Tits etc) happened with the building of two 900 strong estates of houses targeting long
distance commuters around my village. The densely packed £300,000+ buildings towered over
neighbouring existing housing stock and left almost no green spaces.
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Always a pleasure to see… On my last walk saw a robin, yellowhammer and a Kite. But I agree
bird song is not as loud as it used to be. Wishing an amazing and sunny, happy day!
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The Anthropocene strikes again.
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A cause for alarm is the lack of rookeries in my area, which used to be in abundance. I have
witnessed thrushes crack a snail on the patio, but sadly they are scarce now.
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Haven't seen a thrush in the garden for years, and goodness knows I have enough snails
to feed several. No hedgehogs either - we used to see them until everyone put up
impenetrable fences.
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"Do we trash the planet or have things we value, like the NHS? That is the question."

https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2023/04/16/do-we-trash-the-planet-or-have-things-we-
value-like-the-nhs-that-is-the-question/

"Human-thing entanglement: towards an integrated archaeological perspective."

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53568703e4b0feb619b78a93/t/5368dab0e4b0a33222a
b26d8/1399380656305/human-thing-entanglement-towards-an-integrated-archaeological-
perspectivejrai_1674.pdf
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Hi, are you an author at taxresearch blog?
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In my lifetime (I am 50):

- minus 40 million birds in Britain
- plus 12 million humans in Britain
- plus 18z20 million annual tourist visitors to Britain
- in 2023, 12 million+ pet cats in Britain (up from around 8 million in 2010)

Are we really surprised that avian fauna and biodiversity have plummeted?
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- minus 10 to 15 million Irish and Scots was not enough as it seems.
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Cats kill 27 million birds a year in the UK. If they and pesticides were both banned we would
have a healthy bird population, though admittedly there might be more rats and mice.
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keeping pet cats inside would help
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Food supply....not enough insects which do a lot of the work of recycling and pollinating
nature
Broken up habitats from roads
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You can't ban cats, they are self-replicating. You could ban people owning cats as pets
but you would never be able to police it.

You could try to hunt cats to extinction and back this up with regular culls. But that
would hardly count as progress in welfare would it. Sterilization programmes aren't very
effective either, because its impossible to catch and neuter enough of the population to
stop it growing. Cats are very good at hiding and reproducing.

Before the 2008 Olympics Beijing "disappeared" many thousands of stray cats. Within a
few years numbers were back up into the the hundreds of thousands, if not millions. If an
authoritarian one-party state like China can't cull and sterilise its way out of the problem,
what chance somewhere like the UK where we don't even put enough money into
looking after sick people?

The UK already has an estimated feral cat population of 250,000. That would only
increase if you tried to ban cats as pets, multiplying the amount of animal suffering and
in the medium term doing little to help bird numbers as they would be a major source of
food for the feral cat population.
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We've got a Robin in our garden. He's called Dave.
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We have a Robin too, called Robin.
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Mine's called Bobbin.
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You must have spent a long time coming up with that!
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I live in a fairly isolated rural spot in Herefordshire, and still have blackbirds and blue tits
nesting in the garden as always. But they are both in reduced numbers, and I'm missing the
nuthatches and woodpeckers that were prevalent 10z15 years ago. There's nesting families of
buzzards, magpies and crows nearby, and we used to have a local kestrel until it was shot.

However, we are plagued with large flocks of feral pigeons which the farmers try to cull with
shotguns to protect their crops of oil-seed rape, for which they also deploy numbers of very
loud, explosive gas gun machines. The only other bird population that has increased is
pheasant, of which huge numbers are released before the shooting season when they are
slaughtered and the bodies discarded.

Some farmers are sensible and responsible guardians of the environment, but the bird
population here will only increase and diversify if/when laws are enacted to restrict the actions
of the irresponsible ones, including gamekeepers, and the owners and users of shoots. I would
personally like to see pheasant (and grouse) shooting banned, along with gas guns, harmful
pesticides and herbicides, and the return of rough hedges, small woodlands and strips of weeds
and wildflowers alongside every field.
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But there's no chance of that, or any other corrective action enacted by a Conservative
Government - as in almost all environmental problems, they are in bed with the big, wealthy,
influential landowners and landed gentry who provide their funds and membership.
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The planet is being trashed in no small measure due to the de regulation policies of tories all
over 
one small example being the sewage currently being allowed to be dumped into the rivers of
England courtesy of a cigar chomping woman .
Regulation is there for a reason , and it is also has additional costs which is why tories hate it.
They would rather eat money.
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The sad fact is we were warned by Rachel Carson in the early 1960s in her book ' Silent Spring'.

She warned then about DDT and the widescale use of pesticides that could lead to the
destruction of the ecological balance leading to a collapse of bird populations.

Intensive agricultural, the ripping out of hedges, not just in fields, but by local councils,
replacing boundary hedges with walls in council housing estates.

The paving over of front gardens for car parking, a problem thats not only effecting wildlife,
but leading to flooding as climate change means heavier rainfall and water runoff from these
paved parking overflowing drains.

I worked in DEFRA 20 years ago, it was an uphill battle to stop farmers overusing pesticides and
herbicides. The trouble was and is, they're driven by low prices for their crops.

Letting fields turn back to hay meadows, replanting hedges and trees, creating ponds and
increasing biodiversity will only be possible with serious government support.

Twenty years ago 50% of that type of funding came from the EU. Now after Brexit, I don't see
the British government even attempting to make up that shortfall now the funding is gone.

I have a lawn, which I do not mow until after the end of July at the earliest. Unmowed lawns
give a space for wild flowers to grow which encourage insect life, which in turn provides food
for birds.

However its still the culture of mowing lawns to create flat green billiard tables, deserts for
wildlife.

The sad thing I dont see things changing soon or fast enough. Rachel Carson warning is still
relevant today.
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Everytime I see ripe tomatoes or strawberries on supermarket shelves during the winter I
despair. Recently two huge supermarkets have been opened in Montparnasse, visiting
them I have felt incredibly angry: Do we REALLY need more than thirthy sorts of
yogurth? More than a dozen sorts of salt packets (salt! for cryssake, salt!) ? I also have
two very tame cats that stay put in the flat I live in, on the third floor, and never chase,
except, rarely, the odd blowfly that gets inside. It is not me (or my cats) that are
destroying the earth, is the customers that buy ripe out of season fruit, that eat beef
every day, that drive huge cars in Paris, where public transports are excellent. 
There is NO widespread willingness to consume less, or better, no real political will. We
are sheep running towards the precipice, as blind and as stupid. 
This being said, my daughter lives in my same old building in Boulevard Pasteur, in Paris,
in a flat with a balcony on the second floor. There are several potted plants on the
balcony, and, surprisingly, a couple of blackbirds has nested in a huge pot of ivvy that
trails all over and forms a protective barrier of sorts. Five bluish eggs have given us five
small birds that are learning to fly. Maybe there is still hope?
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You don't have to buy them.
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I can't imagine why people eat strawberries and tomatoes out of season that have been
flown thousands of miles. Last week, a friend brought me some tomatoes. brilliantly red,
I could have used them as tennis balls, the skins were so hard, no perfume, no taste.
They went into the Mexican salsa.
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That's desperately sad if it's the case, hearing the chatter and songs of the birds on my morning
constitutional is life affirming stuff.
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No insects no birds!
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You make a very good point, and obviously some drastic action is needed now. There are some
good things happening though, in my area ( Northamptonshire) Red Kites and Buzzards are
really thriving.
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It may still be a green land but it certainly isn’t pleasant, it’s more of a green desert.
Anyone who owns any land must strive to re-wild as from living in the countryside for 44 years
I can tell you one thing for sure, there’s nothing farmers like less than wildlife!
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Rather than rewild - pay the farmers the money used previously for setaside to permit
organic allotments.

As labour is no longer an issue - this would work even on difficult land for industrial
farming.

Providing variagated environments for insects and birds and huge social, health and
mental health benefits for many people in garden poverty.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.35 10

I have very noisy sparrows in the hedge in my garden who have been there for years but if I’m
ever tempted to be annoyed at the noise they are making early in the morning while I’m still in
bed I remind myself that I’d rather the noise than silence.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.36 3

But what can we do?! As individual gardeners, what can I do in my small town garden? I’ve
planted 7 trees in my garden but they’re still small. Maybe I should get a bird feeder? But being
in a town, we have cats and also, without the cats, rats. I don’t want to entice birds into the
garden with food only for them to be killed by a cat. But I would do anything at all to support
birds, just tell me what, please.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.30 6

A few things you could do: 1) join your local Wildlife Trust (your donation will go towards
acquiring new land to rewild), 2) install bird boxes and put up a swift box on your house
itself, 3) plant things birds can eat in your garden (sunflowers and teasel are both great),
and plant other pollinator friendly things, 4) if your council is planning some local
habitat destruction (like a new road), write letters to your local newspaper, MPs,
councillors, Wildlife Trust, and campaign against it, 5) support local sustainable farmers
by hunting down their produce and buying from them, 6) talk to family, friends and
neighbours about this decline and encourage them to act too.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.16 0

You cant. Stop carrying the weight of the world on your shoulders. You are not guilty The
eco campaigners often use religious imagery and words to raise people's awareness but it
frequently creates guilt and ideas of redemption

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.17 6

First of all, birds need cover. If you provide cover in the form of dense shrubs they will
use them. Preferably get shrubs with spikes everywhere - they won't bother the small
birds but they will stop larger predators. My own cat sits on a rail watching the birds flit
in and out of mine and every time I see her I think I am going to have to prise her off the
shrub after she has impaled herself on them trying to reach the birds. But she's hasn't
done it yet. Likewise no hawks have tried to predate. SO it is a great haven for them.

Mute Report

Show 2 more replies

17 Apr 2023 1.39 7

Everything in the UK is on " a dangerous downward trajectory " precisely due to the lethal and
ecocidal austerity policies of Tory UK .

When you have a corrupt government you must force an election UK !

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.09 7

No. The article cites matters in Germany and the US and over a period of nearly 60 years.
It’s not just the UK and it’s not just since 2010z

The degradation of the bird population is due to human activity per se. Not Tories. That
means you too.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.40 5

And on top of the issues mentioned the intensive farming of birds has led to bird epidemics of
avian flu world wide. Of note currently is H5N1 which developed due to the intensive farming of
geese in China.

2.8 million kept birds and 40 million in the US killed.

But the impacts have been devastating in wild birds with protected at threat species have been
hit hard and are at risk of not being able to recover.

Then in the UK since 2021 H5N1 killed more than one-third of the Svalbard barnacle geese with
significant deaths in eider flocks

Tens of thousands of other seabirds and chicks have now been found dead, likely equating to
hundreds of thousands of lost birds in just that year.

The figures for 2022 and 2023 likely much higher.

And this is quite aside from the risk to humans of a strain developing that transfers more easily
to humans.

People often think of just our shores ans the environment we maintain but birds are migratory
across continents.

As with so many issues, they are global and require global efforts to protect our environment.
Getting control of our borders or protecting supply lines has moved economic thinking towards
insularity.

This fails to understand that as with carbon emissions, we physically live on a globe, a shared
environment, where the most important relationships are not defined by political boundaries.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.38 0

H5N1 is thought to be transmissible by and to almost every species and, as such, poses a
threat to all recognisable life on earth..........It is rather odd, therefore, that very little
action is taken to avoid its spread and the restrictions that have been in place are being
lifted to coincide with the arrival of millions of migratory birds.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.41 4

This is terrible but this article is alarmist and unhelpful. What are we as individuals meant to
do?! There is one direct thing we can do that is rarely mentioned in articles like this and that is
to stop eating meat which contributes to habitat destruction, then next step is to go pure plant
based.

I appreciate a lot of people don't want to hear this but if you're willing to do "anything" to help
the birds start with this. It's the single biggest direct action an individual can do right now.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.02 3

I hang bacon rind and fat balls and think you trying to people eating meat to bird life is
just a distraction - a bit silly. The view of a political vegetarian who links EVERTHING to
people eating meat.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.18 5

I would have thought the best thing we can do is to stop chopping down perfectly health
trees in order to widen roads, build new industrial parks or soul destroying housing
estates with no gardens.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 5.23 1

The problems of hedge destruction and pesticides are far more related to grain and other
cereal production in the UK than cattle pasture.
If there was a higher percentage of beef farming than arable (let's say vegetarian to
respond to your point), then the UK bird and insect populations would be in a far better
state.

Mute Report

Show 1 more reply

17 Apr 2023 1.43 4

I have fat pigeons constantly mating and crapping all over the place. An abundance of
goldfinches, some occasional greenfinch, chaffinch and ground feeding dunnock, and Robins.
We only feed sunflower hearts, so the corvids don't come. Over the years, the thrush numbers
have dropped off. Often, their presence would be marked by empty snail shells , but they vary
rarely visit now.
I see lots of buzzards.Red Kite are prolific, and the occasional sparrowhawk
shoots across the garden. A mass of white feathers usually will indicate if a pigeon has crapped
its last. It's sad that the lovely song of an ascending skylark is no longer heard in my territory.
Game birds seem to prosper until shooting season begins, but many cock pheasants and
partridges survive, some seem to enjoy playing "chicken" with us motorists on country
roads.The ones that lose, become a meal for the hovering predators, magpies and other carrion
loving species.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.49 6

Most economic activity degrades the ecosystem. Consumer aspiration drives economic activity.
The declining bird population is driven by consumer choice. Yet name me a Westminster MP
who doesn't see economic growth as a necessity. Even Caroline Lucas regards declining GDP as
a problem.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.08 0

Precisely.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.50 3

A farmer knows as much about the chemicals he’s been sold than an nhs patient on medicines.
The old adage, people wanted cheap food is ridiculous, when ever did any government offer
cheap food solutions, that the people could vote for. Nobody has ever demanded cheap food.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.06 0

If you'd care to read the old free trade/tariff reform argument..

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.08 0

They've never demanded expensive food! 
All over the world food prices are a determining in elections. You must know that

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 6.44 0

We learned about the French Revolution and the abolition of the Corn Laws at school.
Plenty of people through history have rioted and revolted because of the lack of
affordable food. Maybe what we don't want is poor-quality cheap food.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.52 3

Over the past few years we've definitely noticed a large reduction of birds in my garden. I have
feeders, I've left a section wild and yet some days we hardly see a bird. I'm looking out my front
window at this very moment. No birds in my ga4den, and surveying the street I can see one
solitary bird on a rooftop. In previous tears we would see, apart from the usual starlings and
sparrows there would be swallow, blackbirds, finches, tits and the occasional woodpecker. Now
it's eerily quiet and, like others, I'm asking what can I do?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.59 0

Mines full of parrokeets

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.14 0

An interesting typo there, 'tears' for 'years'.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.55 10

We do the Great British Garden Bird Watch every year, and in the last couple of years the
number of sightings has shot up. I put this down to one neighbour's cat dying, and another set
of cat-owning neighbours moving away. Cats aren't great for garden birds.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.58 1

Not good for rats or mice either!

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.59 1

Rats, mice (many species of which are indigenous to the UK and part its wildlife, and
other species such as voles and weasels, on top of frogs, birds etc.

Domestic cats are a disaster for nature.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 1.56 4

The local farmer cut the hedges round the field behind our estate - on Good Friday! Who can I
report this to as I don’t believe it’s legal is it?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.38 2

Farmers do exactly as they please.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.16 5

They shouldnt be cutting hedges at this time of year though.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.04 0

Justify that comment. As everything they do is public they are highly scrutinised and find
it very difficult to break the law without challenge.

Mute Report

Show 1 more reply

17 Apr 2023 1.56 3

A lot of people have mentioned chemicals, building etc. but I would also add domestic cats to
the list, if you allow your cat outside near it will birds and other small creatures. Here is a link to
a guardian article https://amp.theguardian.com/environment/2022/aug/14/cats-kill-birds-
wildlife-keep-indoors is short google shows huge amounts of evidence, showing that domestic
cats are a big problem, which on top of everything else exacerbates the issue. Dogs also have a
small impact but nothing like cats. Many love their pets, but you have to look at the issues they
cause. One of the reasons we don’t own any pets, and just provide seed etc for the local
wildlife.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.57 2

Cats kill vermin such as mice and rats. Thats why we got our first cat

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.05 0

With cats it's natural Preserve rural Britain otherwise flora and fauna alike.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.55 0

Domestic cats have nothing to do with nature in the UK, as they're descended from a
North African species and exist in far greater densities than they would in the wild.

Their relative, the European wildcat, is indigenous to the UK and each one has an average
territory at least hundreds of times larger than the average garden, and so have no effect
on native wildlife.

Mute Report

Show 1 more reply

17 Apr 2023 1.58 8

We had an article the other day about allotments. I suggest replacing part of the greenbelt
(fields close to roads and transport links) with organic allotments. Thus would have the effect
of providing a vast variegated environment for insects and birds, people could have small ponds
and a shed on them. This would have benefits for health through diet and fitness, assist with
the cost of living, education of the young, an alternative to netflix on an evening and would
have a willing able and free workforce. If there was one thing that could be done to remove
garden poverty in the UK which is only going to increase for next to no government investment
then this should be the first thing approached. Imagine councils or an organisation like the
national trust getting involved. For a million pounds how many acres of allotments could be
purchased with local groups providing the development of those plots. It has to be the
cheapest and most effective benefit for the greatest number of people that could be enabled in
the UK and I think would be a positive policy for Labour to present to the people.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.25 5

A very nice idea, but unfortunately, with inflated land prices being what they are, a
million pounds wouldn't buy very much green belt land. The hope value that landowners
place on the possibility of one day getting planning permission for housing is enormous

A better approach might be to require all large housing developments to include e.g. 5%
of the site as allotments.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.36 0

As the land use is defined as farmland and planning permission is not possible then I
suspect you will find that its value is significantly less than you presuppose.

I tend away from the 5% requirement (though that would be good) as it will never
happen just as the requirement for 'affordable housing' never happens, or affordable is
500k, or % radically reduced.

If we can compulsory purchase swathes of central London for a hole that might be filled
by a train in 30 years - a field or or outside every conurbation shouldn't be much of an
issue.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.48 0

Or rather than paying farmers for set aside or rewinding - pay them for the use of land
for allotments.

Mute Report

Show 5 more replies

17 Apr 2023 1.59 8

As mentioned before.
Lack of ugly insects means lack of nice birds.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.01 0

Entirely your subjective viewpoint

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.11 3

No, remember Newton was one of yours. Dear British, read the books of your famous
scientists again. ;-)

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.00 10

Humans are unbelievably selfish and short sighted. We don't need pesticides nearly as much as
we need what they kill.

Loads of birds visit my garden including a starling, Pollux, who discovered the joys of laying
waste to the bird feeder just last week. He is perfectly capable of feeding sensibly but when he
knows he is being watched he just shows off. Yesterday I was privileged to be surrounded by
skylarks in a wheat field. Birds bring me great joy.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.55 0

Which pesticides are you referring to?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.04 6

We moved to the Netherlands just over twenty years ago; the loss of birds has been very
noticeable, and this year is the quietest spring I can remember.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.54 0

Holland is the second largest exporter of food in the world. It feeds the world.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.04 28

I can tell you now, no one cares about the birds or any other wildlife. In Oxfordshire, while one
arm of the local authorities gives minimal support to volunteer tree planting initiatives and
brags about the odd community environmental group, it is destroying acres of ancient
hedgerows, trees, fields and allowing developers to raze thousands of acres of land for profit.

It’s sickening and I have given up trying to build a better, sustainable environment except for
my own back garden were I have some control.

I used to litter pick, plant trees, work for environmental groups. I look around me in despair
because I realise nothing can remedy the ongoing damage done by all the Oxfordshire district
councils and Oxfordshire County Council.

Of course other councils are available in their efforts to destroy the environment via planning
and highways and housing.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 5.20 4

Absolutely. The damage being done to the Oxfordshire countryside (and the amount of
litter) is far worse than you see in comparable rural counties to the west. OCC banning
meat from their menus hasn't exactly been a statement of support for local beef farmers
either.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 6.33 6

The people who sit on these councils and local authorities probably will not notice when
the birds disappear altogether. Most people are so bound up in their lives and families
that considerations like the depletion of the toad and frog population are very far from
their minds.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 6.47 6

Very depressing, but very true. Swathes of my own area (Somerset) are disappearing
under construction sites. The government, the developers, they really don't care.

Yes, we need new homes, but surely there are more imaginative, sustainable and
affordable solutions?

Mute Report

Show 1 more reply

17 Apr 2023 2.05
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This is a great piece of writing- and that's always more evocative and effective than a dry
recounting of the issues.

But I do wish this had been published alongside a companion piece with more information on
the causes of the decline, particularly since the comments are full of people pointing to their
own particular hobby horse (everything from cats to foreign tourists).

For the avoidance of doubt, here's what the RSPB report says about the primary causes:

- Measures to increase farming efficiency (taking out hedgerows, ploughing right to the edge of
fields, increased drainage)
- Shift to autumn grown crops and planting of two crops per year, meaning fields don't lie
fallow
- Specialisation of farms in either crop or livestock, reducing habitat diversity in particular areas
- Increased use of fertilisers and pesticides
- Changes in grain and animal feed storage meaning birds have less access to these
- Replacement of old farm buildings- and with them spaces for nesting birds and bats

I'm sure farmers will say that most of these are needed to remain competitive. But I remember
George Monbiot making the point that it's odd how it's taken as axiomatic that farmers'
interests ought to be prioritised above all others in the countryside, given that farm workers
make up only 3% of the rural population.

An analogy is the finance sector. Firms have been lobbying for the removal of regulations,
because they could make more money without them. But the regulations are there to try to
prevent the finance sector from engaging in risky behaviours, because the consequences of
their actions can cause damage to the whole of the economy and society if, for example, they
lead to another financial crisis.

Similarly, while farmers might squeeze a few more percentage points of yield out of removing
hedgerows etc, these changes are causing a collapse of the country's ecosystems. In a
democratic society, shouldn't concern with the latter, which affects all of us, outweigh the
economic interests of a tiny minority?

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/where-have-all-
the-birds-gone/is-the-number-of-birds-in-decline/

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.13 6

I fear little will change despite our level of knowledge concerning this unfolding disaster.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.52 5

'farm workers make up only 3% of the rural population'
But their contribution to feeding the nation and the world has to be taken into account.
Dutch farmers are the 2nd largest exporters of food in the world and currently under
attack from central EU legislation which has been successfully refuted by the creation of
a new party.
Using eco arguments farmers are under attack all over- Canada is another example. The
independence and effectiveness of farmers is an affront to centralised government and
thus were priority targets of both Mao and Stalin. Here in the West government
legislation will be used as an excuse to attack farming - spurious anti fertiliser data is
being used in canada. Here in UK similar data will be/is used combined with wildlife
protection campaigning general eco arguments. I love wildlife but am very suspicious of
the anti farming lobby and looking at Holland and Canada we need to be very cautious
about the real motives of government in their anti farming moves

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.03 13

My grandfather was a farmer. He filled in ponds and took out copses and hedgerows. He
did pretty much everything ecologists object to, but he did do it because to survive in
farming is extraordinarily difficult. Unless you have lived that life I am not sure you are
really qualified to pass judgment. It's a bit - to me - like people who use the NHS passing
judgement on the doctors and nurses who have to work in it day after gruelling day.

It really is a hard life. You won't get that from watching films or listening to the radio,
you only get that from having to plough crops back into the soil because you can't sell
them, or have crops fail because the weather turns against you.

That only three percent of people in the countryside work in the countryside is down, as
far as farming goes, to mechanisation. 
Technology in agriculture is very far advanced. If it weren't many more hands would be
needed to put food on the nation's plates.

Make it worth it for farmers to stop drenching their crops in pesticides and they will stop
doing it. They are not just born and bred to the life, they are running businesses, and all
businesses have to be viable.

People seem to be asking farmers to commit economic suicide even as so many of them
teeter on the brink of ruin as it is.

Mute Report

Show 9 more replies

17 Apr 2023 2.06 10

“A love of nature keeps no factories busy.”

Aldous Huxley, Brave New World.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.11 6

The dawn chorus of my childhood is gone.
The huge murmurations of starlings have largely gone.
Birds that were pretty common like Greenfinch and yellowfinches are hard to see.
The evidence of destruction is there in the gaps before us. It makes me despair.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.45 5

The dawn chorus of ten years ago has gone. The crowding of bull finches at my bird
feeders has gone. There used to be no stop in the traffic to my suet balls; last year I had
to toss the last of them as there were no takers, hopefully some other critters or the
jackdaws found them in the garden. Not even a blue tit this year. It's so hard not to be
depressed at the loss of birds ... and almost everything else.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 9.59 0

There are plenty of (non-native) starlings over here in North America!

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.11
This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community standards. Replies may also be
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17 Apr 2023 2.11 1

Lots of curlew calls on a walk yesterday (thank god)I am very concerned that our local sparrow
population has totally disappeared though.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.32 2

They are all in my roof (Bristol).

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.14 1

Guess I am lucky here, on the edge of a small Southern German town close to Switzerland and
France and with a flowing river.

70 kg of bird seed, 130 fat balls and a couple of bags of peanuts eaten, mostly by sparrows and
tits, since November.

Does however a slower fooa uptake than in previous years.

But are the nimbers down, or just milder winters I dont know.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 6.38 2

That's good to hear. But the shooting and trapping of birds, even very small ones, in
France is very sad. Also in Malta and Italy I believe.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.15 6

On a cheerful note, we had a haircutting session in the garden yesterday. Within an hour the
sparrows had removed all the clippings, presumably for their nests.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.32 1

We do the same when brushing the dogs.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.15 3

Millions and millions of pheasants and ducks bred and released to be shot have to eat and so
deplete food available for the wild birds. I believe the RSPB estimated the weight of game bird
released EACH year was greater than the combined weight of wild birds.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.30 2

Very roughly, the total biomass of Britain's breeding birds is thought to be 25,000T. At
its peak, the biomass of game girls probably exceeds 50,000T but, even out of season,
makes up over 20% of the total.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.05 5

At its peak, the biomass of game girls probably exceeds 50,000T

There's a Benny Hill gag in there somewhere . . .

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.10 3

It appears spell check has a right on function too. I'm pretty sure I wrote game birds....

Mute Report
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17 Apr 2023 2.17 11

While birds are declining, I was uplifted yesterday on a walk round the hills above my village in
the Deerness valley. Despite the pollution and degradation of the environment due the coal
mines in The Valley, there was a broad diversity of birds. After the mines closed in the 60s, the
environment continued to deteriorate and the birds of my childhood disappeared. What I
missed most were the skylarks. Until yesterday. On a walk past the fields where I used to hear
the skylarks sing, I heard it’s glorious song once more. I’m 70 so to hear it after 40 years of
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the skylarks sing, I heard it’s glorious song once more. I’m 70 so to hear it after 40 years of
silence I was moved beyond words. Looking up I also saw a buzzard, another bird missing for
many decades. What’s changed? Farmers are more aware of the habitat needed, gamekeepers
are not routinely killing raptors. So progress is being made, albeit probably too slowly.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 8.27 0

We have buzzards here, they last just long enough to breed another couple of birds, then
some prat with an air gun shoots them.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.18 7

Gardens help - if people avoid mowing and pesticides and dig ponds and have native plants for
nectar and larval food. It is actually a good thing when a huge hedge less monoculture is
replaced by houses - much more biodiversity there. However I believe the only way to bring
back our once rich biodiversity is to allocate large areas of land, green and brown belt, to be set
aside and most importantly left alone - with no human interference. Left alone long enough
nature will regenerate - I feel that a lot of the latest activities such as tree planting and
rewilding are part of 'greenwashing' and a distraction from what must happen to save our
(supposedly beloved) natural world, and ourselves.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 6.32 0

We have a dog as many around here do, and I love dogs. However, I think some places
should be barred to all people, including dog walkers, to leave nature and ground
nesting birds alone.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.20 5

I've been into birdwatching since I bought the Observers' Book of Birds as a schoolboy in the
60s. It cost me 5/-. Since then, my purely subjective impression is that, here in S. Lanarkshire,
it's a mixed bag, with equal numbers of winners and losers. One curious development is the
sudden disappearance of pied wagtails. Just a few years ago, they were very common, and
there was even a tree near the town centre, where dozens would roost at night. Might just be a
local anomaly, I suppose.

My impressions

Big decrease - Skylark, Lapwing, Song Thrush, Greenfinch, Grey Partridge.

Smaller decrease - Kestrel, Starling, Chaffinch.

Increase - Grey Heron, Goldfinch, Dipper, Goosander, Mallard, Robin, Common Buzzard,
Bullfinch, Coal Tit.

It's interesting that some of the species that appear to have increased are water birds, so maybe
legislation to prevent pollution has had a positive effect. In the 60s, the local river was often
covered in 'foam'. Birds that use feeders also seem to be doing well, except for the greenfinch,
whose numbers are believed to have declined, due to a disease that can be passed on at
feeders.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.18 1

There are definitely some local anomalies - I moved only about a mile from my old house;
my old garden was always full of starlings chattering, in the current garden we never see
them. Partly due to the planting I guess - someone a few doors down at the old house
had a big cypress tree which the starlings used to gather in during early evening and chat
away, and I had a pyracantha which was always full of sparrows. In the current garden,
plenty of tits, robins and blackbirds, some sparrows, no starlings.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.26 1

Hail to thee blithe spirit

(A promising start to my new poem with the title: Skylark. My biggest fear is someone will steal
it and put it out under their name).

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.26 17

I have lived in the south of Europe off and on since 1977, having finally moved permanently to
southern Spain 23 years back. Over this near 50 years, I have been appalled by the steady, near
catastrophic decline in both birds and insects. This summer, March was one of the quietest
months I have ever noticed, going out my door around sunrise, and not a birdcall to be heard,
yet March here is the height of the mating season, where you'd expect there to be a steady
threnody of birdcall in the air.

I have a bit of land - around 30'000 m2, the vast bulk which I have given over to nature, and
left entirely alone. In the all years I have been here, I have gone through this "abandoned" area
only once, that being shortly after I moved here. Since then, it is for whatever nature can do
amongst the jungle of trees and dense understory - I leave it utterly undisturbed.

As such, I'd have expected there to be a plethora of birds, insects, etc., thriving here. But
around my land are olive groves, and while they are old groves, with the trees laid out at
random - more like natural woodland than the serried rows of the big commercial groves to the
north and west, they have sprayed relentlessly over the last decades with various herbicides -
including for the last decade plus, the horror that is glyphosate, as the local farmers still very
much believed in the myth sold by the big agrochem businesses that understory vegetation
compete with the trees for water, rather than the truth that an understory of grasses and small
shrubs help preserve the soil, slow down water runoff in times of rain, so actually increasing
available water for the trees, die, rot down and provide nutrients for the trees, protect the soil
from UV degradation and wind and water erosion. And so much of the understory is essentially,
not so much bare earth, as bare rocks and stones, as so much of the topsoil has vanished
through erosion.

In the last 10 years, a slow change is setting in, as a new generation take over the farming of
the land, with gradually awakening awareness of the damage done by the chemicals, and a slow
reversion to more appropriate ways of maintaining the land and reducing, though not actually
stopping the use of agrochemicals. But for the wildlife, the impacts of the previous years have
been massive. And as on the wildlife reserves in Germany mentioned ATL, so on my little bit of
"paradise", wildlife numbers have plummeted as a direct consequence of what has been
happening in the surrounding area. And while I welcome the reductions in use of these evil
chemicals, I fear it is not enough, and that the only way we will see any kind of regeneration is
through an outright ban on their use, ever...!!!

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.26
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17 Apr 2023 2.26 6

The lack of morning bird song this year is quite deafening. I live in a West Midlands town which
used to pride itself in its close connection to the countryside. Its very motto 'Urbs in Rure' . In
recent years , declining morning bird song has been replaced with the constant buzz of
chainsaws removing from gardens the mature trees which once defined the personality of the
town and its population took a pride in maintaining. There is a need therefore to re educate
those who regard trees and the wildlife habitats they provide as merely a nuisance and at the
same time regulate the activities of the many so called tree surgeons whose numbers have
increased at a similar pace to the devastating decline of our garden birds.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.44 5

declining morning bird song has been replaced with the constant buzz of
chainsaws removing from gardens the mature trees

I live in the south-east and barely a day passes when I don't hear the buzz of chainsaws.

It isn't just gardens. Where I live the worst offender seems to be the local council. One
would have thought that their broken finances would have resulted in fewer gangs of
contractors being employed to butcher the trees and shrubbery. But the budget for
cutting, pruning and otherwise destroying trees appears immune from the cost cutting
that ravages the rest of the council's spending.

George Monbiot wrote recently that he suspects these contractors are reinterpreting the
health and safety rules to cut branches and whole trees that are further away from roads
than was the case in the past. This is due to the high prices paid for wood by the owners
of the dreaded wood burning stoves.

Whatever the reason, the environment and the welfare of wildlife seems to be pretty low
down on the list of priorities when the council decides how to spend money.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.14 2

Our council seems to have such confused priorities. They’ll chop down mature trees at
the drop of a hat but let bindweed sprawl over the green spaces of council housing,
which used to have landscaped planting, now swallowed up.

And the public have to shoulder their share of blame - we’ve had some nice depaving
schemes along the high street to introduce low level planting rather than the planters
which can be more of an obstruction to pedestrians - but no sooner the plants go in, than
they get stolen. So interesting low spreading plants like thyme or chamomile have to be
replaced by ugly spiky plants that no one wants to steal. (But those spiky plants with
berries you always get in supermarket car parks are a great food source for migrating
birds…so, every cloud…)

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.28 0

The Parrots or Parakeets, I'm not sure are vocally invading my back garden and my local park in
SE London. At first a charming, colourful novelty they now be now be more sinister. Which local
species can stand up to them? Magpies perhaps? The new invaders are incredibly cacophonous
making conversation difficult at times.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.44 1

Oh no! Poor you. Occasionally have to raise your voice a bit when you're having a chat....
In what way are parakeets 'sinister'? To my knowledge (happy to be corrected with
reference to facts) despite being introduced they aren't having a negative impact on the
local ecology.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 6.58 0

I live in Parakeet Central here in SW London. There are a lot of them about, and they
make quite a racket, but I don't see any negative effects on other birds.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.28 1

I agree with much written here. To blame farming is a large part of the story in my view, yes the
loss of those at the bottom of the food chain is obviously as important as the loss of those at
the apex. To put it bluntly we have been more concerned with those at the top of the food
chain, rather than looking at the very bottom, and considering the welfare of the creepy
crawlies that feed the upward chain. Rather like trying to put a roof on a house without
adequate footings, eventually the lot will come tumbling down as is happening with our
wildlife. In my view we need to consider all aspects of the food chain and not just those
creatures at the very top!

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.30 13

Until the last fish fillet is battered and the last bird sighted only will the demos take note, for at
the moment these figures are just figures, there are those who really don't give a brass razoo
about nature and the climate. The right wing cohort are fiddling while Rome burns. Money by
the bucket load is spent on war yet monies and mind set seems hard to come by to preserve the
living planet.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.34 1

“The right wing cohort are fiddling while Rome burns. Money by the bucket load is spent on
war yet monies and mind set seems hard to come by to preserve the living planet”.

True.

The left wing cohort does exactly what ?
Have Labour councils redeployed their gardeners to other tasks, gotten rid of their
lawnmowers and let grass and trees and bushes grow wild ?
No ?
Thought not.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.35 15

We have become a most unnatural species. In large part due to capitalist indoctrination.

"I th̶̶i n̶̶k ̶ consume, therefore I am."

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.29 1

Cognito ergo sum.
Translated by Pascal “je pense, donc je suis”.
20C, consumerism “ je dépense (I spend), therefore, I am”.
Overhyped “Cost of living crisis”, which impacts disproportionately the poorest but
upsets the Well-to-do who can’t spend as usual and feel that they are no more, poor
them.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 5.16 0

Communism completely ignored nature in pursuit of ever increasing industrial output
driven by a planned economy.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.35 3

We need to restrict or ban domestic cat sales.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.47 1

We need 'The war on cats'

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.17 4

They aren't the main problem.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.42 1

It's multifactorial - as with decline of bees and pollinators.

Mute Report

Show 2 more replies

17 Apr 2023 2.37 7

From the Guardian economic and financial live blog :

“Industrial and electronics products distributor RS Group are the top riser, up 2.4%, after RBC
raised its rating on the stock, followed by airline group IAG (+1.8%) and packaging firm DS Smith
(+1.8%).

The news that UK CFOs are more optimistic about economic prospects has brought some cheer to
the City.

Yeah !!!
More polystyrene and bubble wrap that won’t be recycled (RS).
More Kerosene fumes and CO2 (IAG).
More single use plastic that’ll pollute, inevitably, the environment (DS Smith).

Fewer birds, never mind.
Happy Monday !

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.08 3

So right.
But people just don't care about the commonn good. They don't even have a notion of it.
Even on here, the replies I get to my comments, they just stagger the belief.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.21 1

“Even on here, the replies I get to my comments, they just stagger the belief.”

Even on here ?!? 
What did you expect ?
Welcome to the club, this exclusive club whose members get the exact same staggering
replies you got.

.... and they say that they love their children and grand children, supposedly...

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 2.52 9

We should also be talking about domestic cats - the RSPB estimates they kill a minimum 27
million birds per year in spring and summer. I don't know what normal mortality for birds is, but
compared to the mean population loss of 400 million over 53 years reported here, cat kills
appear to be significant.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.14 5

It's astonishing how even many vegans and anti-fox-hunting activists I know turn a blind
eye to cats, which torture animals for far, far, far longer than dogs who catch foxes in
hunts and blithely allow them to range about outdoors without a bell.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.46 1

Yeah- cats - rats - mice - bird- They are all entangled in the circle of life and death-
which is a reminder many birds are just flying vermin. It serves no purpose to let
sentimental attatchments be involved

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.09 4

Cats do not ‘torture’. That is anthropomorphism and similar to what pro-fox hunters do
to Reynard.

Mute Report

Show 4 more replies

17 Apr 2023 2.53 5

There are around 10,700 species of birds, most of which are insectivorous. Of these, 70% feed
amongst trees, ranging from open parkland to dense forest.........Take away their food source
(by killing insects directly or by poisoning their foodchain) and their habitat ( by deforestation,
intentional, ot by disease/fire).......and what would one expect. Reversing this accelerating
downward spiral does not take a rocket scientist to identify the cause and instigate
action.......just lots of concerned people. Get behind the NGO's crying out for action.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 8.30 0

I just wonder what we can do as individuals to increase insects?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.07 4

I often wonder what the soundscape of this country was like 1,000 years ago? No cars or planes
but a lot more bird song. We have lost a lot.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.28 3

It was like it was during covid lockdown but all thd time.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.54 0

Probably not, bird song where I live has declined in the last 20 years. You could hear it
better in lockdown but there was still less than when I moved here in 2003.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.28 1

43 years before the Norman invasion life was grim, painful feaful and poverty stricken.
Read a history book. Any bird that went anywhere near a human would be caught and
eaten. Hunger dominated people's lives.

Mute Report

Show 1 more reply

17 Apr 2023 3.09 4

As an bird lover, my feelings towards cat owners who allow their cats to roam around outdoors
without a bell and shrug their shoulders and turn blind eye to their regular hunting and
torturing of small creatures for hours and hours is exactly the same as my feelings towards
people who use dogs for fox hunting or put horses at risk of torture at horse racing.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.36 5

But bells on cats are cruel. Yes cats are predadors but birds can fly. It's part of their life.
Their is a circle of life and and cats and birds and mice and rats are intertwined. Birds
have no greater right to life than cats. Not everbody likes all birds. Not everyone
fetishishes wildlife to the same extent as some on this forum. Cats hold a great place in
the hearts of people and the notion of 'belling' them is simply cruel and ignorant. Many
birds are noisy and unhygienic - just rats with wings. So can we please put things in
perspective.?

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.48 3

You're speaking about 'circles' as though there is some sort of natural ecological balance
happening - there isn't. There are far, far, far more cats in many areas than a place's bird
and small mammal would be able naturally provide prey to support because humans
keep cat populations stable and growing via feeding them. 
Bells on cats diminishes a cat's enjoyment of hunting but weighed against the balance of
being maimed, tortured for hours and killed, that is a small sacrifice. If you really don't
want to bell the cat, at least consider a bright collar and keeping your cat indoors when
birds are most vulnerable: at least an hour before sunset and an hour after sunrise,
especially during March-July and December-January, and also after bad weather, such as
rain or a cold spell, to allow birds to come out and feed.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.55 4

I had several outdoors cats, and in... 20 years of cat ownership they caught a bird once. It
was mice and rats and rabbits they always brought home - all pest species that probably
benefited from the control cats put on their populations.

But only once did one of them catch a bird. And honestly the cat looked as surprised as I
did.

Anecdotal I know, but I think the science also says that cats really only ever catch the
sick birds, and aren't a threat to the healthy bird population. It's... climate change, which
is the real killer here. Climate change, and car pollution.

Mute Report

Show 2 more replies

17 Apr 2023 3.10 17

To those over a certain age: remember driving or riding back in the 70s and 80s on summer
nights? Windscreens and headlights covered in splattered insects. When was the last time you
saw that? It doesn't happen anymore. Birds eat bugs. Bats eat bugs. Even fish eat bugs. I live on
a river. The local angling society just did a survey of our stretch. There are barely any fish in it at
all. The local sewage works dumping into the river probably doesn't help, but the dearth of
insects must be a factor because the sewage works has been there for a hundred years.

Without sufficient pollinators we'll all starve in a year or two.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.18 9

Indeed, the new generation won't know what it was like to see tadpoles writhing in every
other pool of water, to see bees in every flower, and have several moths flying around
the lighbulb.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.25 4

Or newts

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.53 2

I suspect there will be significant food shortages this autumn. I also half suspect the
current government will be encouraging it because they don't think the poor should have
food in the first place.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.15 6

Chopping perfectly trees down for endless new housing estates or to widen existing roads
doesnt help either. People are constantly calling for the government to build more housing, but
it comes at a price. We went past a huge estate on the outskirts of Chelmsford yersterday,
almost the size of a new town and at the front of one development were metal statues of deer,
which we found somewhat ironic, given that they could have had real deer if they hadnt built
over all that land!

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.59 2

and lately a huge number of trees have gone because they are apparently afflicted by ash
dieback.

Locally that seems not to stop it spreading, but because dead wood falling on people
might be a liability.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.18 0

It would be interesting if people said where they lived, which country, or region, so we could
have a better picture of which birds are disappearing from which region, or, hopefully, making a
come back.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.59 1

Well I live in the Chilterns and birdwatch along the bottom edge of their slopes.

In the last 40 years we have lost willow tit and tree sparrow as breeding species, lost
wood warbler and redstart from Ashridge Forest...

Gained buzzard, Raven, Red Kite, Peregrine, three species of Egret.

The climate has changed, there are more deer and less undergrowth in the woods, there
are far more people and dogs, many fewer insects.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 5.34 2

I live in the South Wales valleys, opposite a patch of medieval scrub woodland. Where I
live is ex council estate, mostly housing association now. Most houses have decking,
concrete slabs and so on, because when the estate was built, it had originally been a
foundry. This means chemicals in the soil. Growing anything still has to be done in pots
because of it, and the only insects that thrive are ants. As for the scrub woodland, a
beautiful and spiritual place on the riverbank, it's marred by litter, drug equipment and
vandalism. The council spent money making it a place for walkers, cyclists, and so on, but
there are those who just pulled down the young trees, set fires and did all they could to
vandalize the place. They also shot quite a bit of the wildlife, especially birds. I go there,
litter picka snd feed the critters, but it's an uphill job. Nobody else cares. This means less
insects and birds, if vourse.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 7.13 0

London - I can't remember the last time I saw a Sparrow, not many Starlings about these
days, much fewer Blue Tits and Blackbirds than I used to see.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.19 5

Well, one thing that would make a difference, ban free roaming cats.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.22 3

Or at the very least make it mandatory free roaming cats wear a brightly coloured collar
with bells on it.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.23 1

+ keep your cat indoors when birds are most vulnerable: at least an hour before sunset
and an hour after sunrise, especially during March-July and December-January, and also
after bad weather, such as rain or a cold spell, to allow birds to come out and feed.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.24 0

Thats just torture

Mute Report

Show 7 more replies

17 Apr 2023 3.19 5

We need to ban pesticides now.

But we won’t because… capitalism, “business”, etc

Time is running out and the shitstorm that’s coming will change absolutely everything. It will
end our civilisation.

It’s hard not to feel we deserve it as a species. We have science to tell us what to do but greed
and stupidity win every time.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.21 3

You have not lived til you have had a curious and friendly chickadee land on an outstretched
finger to check for any edibles .

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.25 21

No insects = no birds. Our loss of insect life is terrifying. 30 years ago it was quite common to
have to pull into a petrol station just to clean the windscreen and headlights of dead insects. I
drove from Glasgow to Southern wales last year, barely an insect on my windscreen there and
back. We need to wake up and soon. When the insects go we won't be far behind.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.46 6

I'll confirm your point . About ten years ago there was a German academic study that
measured the decline in insect populations and used the " clean screens " as a way of
illustrating the problem ( Sorry I can't give you the source though I took a copy at the
time ) . .In the eighties and nineties I spent a lot of time in Germany and every autobahn
trip was as you describe .

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 3.26 7

Nature in the uk is ridden over rush shod because politicians want the revenue from
building..roads, houses and hs2 railway all lead to destruction of habitat. People slept in trees
to stop the hs2 demolishing an ancient wood, but it went ahead anyway. This country runs on
greed, greed and more greed plus lack of any common sense..no wonder our nature is
struggling.

Mute Report

17 Apr 2023 4.01 0

Not sure building houses is the main culprit - most of our so called green belt is often
just a nice name for a farmland-wrecked, sheep-wrecked, grouse-moor wrecked
biodiversity bleak desert and people in this country can often experience more wild
species and biodiversity in the gardens of a row of semis.

Mute Report
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OPINION

The mass disappearance of North American birds is a dire
warning about the planet’s well-being.

Sept. 19, 2019 4 MIN READ

By John W. Fitzpatrick and Peter P. Marra
Dr. Fitzpatrick is the director of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Dr. Marra is the director of the
Georgetown Environment Initiative.

Nearly one-third of the wild birds in the United States and Canada

have vanished since 1970, a staggering loss that suggests the very

fabric of North America’s ecosystem is unraveling.

The disappearance of 2.9 billion birds over the past nearly 50 years

was reported today in the journal Science, a result of a

comprehensive study by a team of scientists from seven research

institutions in the United States and Canada.

As ornithologists and the directors of two major research institutes

that directed this study, even we were shocked by the results. We

knew of well-documented losses among shorebirds and songbirds.

But the magnitude of losses among 300 bird species was much

larger than we had expected and alarmingly widespread across the

continent.

What makes this study particularly compelling is the

trustworthiness of the data. Birds are the best-studied group of

wildlife; their populations have been carefully monitored over

decades by scientists and citizen scientists alike. And in recent

years, scientists have been able to track the volume of nighttime

bird migrations through a network of 143 high-resolution weather

radars. This study pulls all of that data together, and the results

signal an unfolding crisis. More than half our grassland birds have

disappeared, 717 million in all. Forests have lost more than one

billion birds.
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Much of the loss is among common species. The red-winged

blackbird population has declined by 92 million. A quarter of all

blue jays have disappeared, along with almost half of all Baltimore

orioles. These are the birds we know and love, part of the bird life

that makes North America lively, colorful and filled with song

every spring. While it remains vital to save the most endangered of

these birds, the loss of abundance among our most common

species represents a different and frankly more ominous crisis.

Birds are indicator species, serving as acutely sensitive

barometers of environmental health, and their mass declines signal

that the earth’s biological systems are in trouble. Unfortunately,

this study is just the latest in a long line of such mounting evidence.

A changing climate, a changing world

A study in Germany, for instance, reported a midsummer decline

of 82 percent in the biomass of flying insects over the past quarter

century. Forty percent of the world’s amphibians are in danger of

extinction, according to the International Union for Conservation of

Nature. Stocks of bluefin tuna are down to the last 3 percent of

their historic population, and the United States’ Atlantic cod fishery

recently hit a low. A United Nations report this year warned that

about a million animal and plant species face extinction. That’s

“more than ever before in human history,” according to the report.

All these statistics together underscore the pervasive character of

the Anthropocene, the new geological epoch defined by the planet’s

natural systems being altered profoundly by human behavior. How

deeply will these losses have to cut before society declares,

“Enough!”?

Story continues below advertisement

We can do better, and we must, if only in our own self-interest,

because trouble for birds means trouble for us as well.

Staggering Losses of the Most Abundant Birds
A selection of common species.

Graphics by Bill Marsh/The New York Times | Source: Decline of the North American avifauna, in
the journal Science; photo credits, from top: Shelley Rutkin, Garrett Lau, John Petruzzi, Frantz
Delcroix and James Kinderman for the Macaulay Library, Cornell University

The fate of meadowlarks offers an example. These yellow-breasted

songsters of America’s wide open landscapes depend on healthy

grasslands that play an important role in filtering water runoff. But

in the last half-century, 73 million eastern meadowlarks and 65

million western meadowlarks have vanished as grasslands have

been lost and water in many communities has become

contaminated by agricultural runoff.

Fortunately, it’s not all bad news. Populations of North American

ducks and geese have grown by 56 percent since 1970, according to

the Science paper, and this is not an accident. During the first half

of the 20th century, hunters became deeply concerned about

declines in duck populations every bit as severe as those we’re

witnessing among common songbirds today. The United States and

Canada responded with laws to protect wetlands and collaborated

with Mexico to safeguard migrating waterfowl. Conservation

management became increasingly driven by science. Private

philanthropy, especially by Ducks Unlimited, generated significant

financial support for wetlands acquisitions. Millions of additional

acres of wetlands were restored and protected by the federal and

state governments. The result: Waterfowl populations are booming

today.

Across the Continent, Birds in Collapse
Percentage change in bird populations since 1970, by United States and Canadian
breeding habitats.

By The New York Times | Source: Decline of the North American avifauna, in the journal Science;
study covered continental birds and did not include Hawaiian species.

That success in waterfowl management can point the way forward.

We need bold, landscape-scale conservation campaigns across

North America that are comparable with those that brought back

the ducks. These efforts do not require locking up land in gated

wildlife preserves. Conservation programs under the federal Farm

Bill on private lands in the Upper Midwest helped grow duck

populations while providing protection from floodwaters and

keeping drinking water supplies safe. Expanding the scope of those

Farm Bill conservation programs would produce more of these

benefits. Moreover, a bipartisan measure in the House called the

Recovering America’s Wildlife Act would direct some $1.4 billion a

year in federal dollars to invigorate underfunded state and tribal

wildlife habitat conservation programs.

Story continues below advertisement

Habitat loss has been the main cause of bird declines, and efforts to

reduce development in wild lands and suburban sprawl should

remain at the forefront of conservation priorities. Additionally, we

need to address other threats killing birds. Feral and pet cats

roaming outdoors cause huge bird mortality every year, as do

collisions with buildings, communications towers and power lines.

Recent evidence shows that pesticides, like neonicotinoids, may be

directly or indirectly responsible for killing large numbers of birds.

What’s also worrisome is that scientists are only now beginning to

assess the ravages of the changing climate on bird populations.

More People, Fewer Birds
Another way to assess the decline: a rough estimate of how many birds there were for
every person in Canada and the United States in 1970 and in 2018.

By The New York Times | Sources: Decline of the North American avifauna, in the journal Science;
Census Bureau; Population Reference Bureau; Statistics Canada. U.S. population figures exclude
Hawaii and U.S. island territories, which were not part of the continental bird study.

What we need most is a societal shift in the values we place on

living side-by-side with healthy and functioning natural systems.

Natural habitat must not be viewed as an expendable luxury but as

a crucial system that fosters human health and supports all life on

the planet. The loss of nearly three billion birds signals a looming

crisis that we have the power to stop. We call on all our lawmakers,

political candidates and voters across the continent to place

renewed value on protecting our common home — the great

tapestry of natural systems we share with other species and must

protect for future generations.

John W. Fitzpatrick is the director of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Peter P. Marra is the
director of the Georgetown Environment Initiative and previously ran the Smithsonian
Migratory Bird Center.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We’d like to hear
what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here’s our email:
letters@nytimes.com.

Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Twitter (@NYTopinion) and
Instagram.
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Eastern meadowlark

Loggerhead shrike

Chimney swift

Grasshopper sparrow

Horned lark

Bobolink

Wood thrush

Green heron

Common grackle

Yellow-billed cuckoo

Baltimore oriole

Barn swallow

Indigo bunting

Blue jay

Portion of all birds lost:

–63% Non-native species (in any habitat)

–53 Grassland

–33 Boreal forest

–29 Western forest

–23 Arctic tundra

–23 Found in multiple habitats

–18 Found in several forest types

–17 Eastern forest

–17 Aridlands

–15 Coasts

Only habitat with bird increase: Wetlands +13

2018: 201970: 45 birds for every person in both countries

Estimated birds: 10 billion

Continental U.S., Canada combined population: 222,585,000

Birds: 7.1 billion (–29%)

Population: 359,284,000 (+61%)

Climate change around the world: In “Postcards From a World on Fire,” 193

stories from individual countries show how climate change is reshaping reality

everywhere, from dying coral reefs in Fiji to disappearing oases in Morocco

and far, far beyond.
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From: Sharon Singer
To: Burns, Anne M
Subject: Tonight"s meeting, Item V, Bird Safe
Date: Thursday, April 20, 2023 2:37:47 PM

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and
know the content is safe.

Hello,
 
I am a Berkeley voter and homeowner and am unable to attend the meeting tonight because I
have covid.
 
I would like to urge you to forward the Bird Safe Guidelines to the council for final approval. 
There are many things we can do in our city to protect birds and they are all worthwhile. 
These mitigation efforts in new buildings (as well as retrofitting existing buildings) are a
tremendous first step. 
 
I am very strongly urging you to protect our birds as best as can be.
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sharon Singer
 

mailto:srs@singersf.com
mailto:ABurns@cityofberkeley.info


From: Christina Tarr
To: Burns, Anne M
Subject: Bird Safe Building Ordinance
Date: Thursday, April 20, 2023 4:30:54 PM

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and
know the content is safe.

Hi -

I'm surprised to see the Bird Safe Building Ordinance up for discussion at the Design Review
Board when it passed the Planning Commission by a unanimous vote. 

I'd like to address the issues raised by the Planning Staff.

1. Cost and availability of bird safe materials. A building with windows with screens on the
outside (most double-hung windows) is bird safe.  For those buildings with more expansive
picture windows, bird-safe glass adds about 8% to the total cost of the window. While the
glass itself may be up to 20% more expensive compared to the cheapest available glass, the
cost of the glass only represents about 25% of the cost of the window. Importantly, ordinances
such as our bird safe ordinance are the thing that will increase availability of materials and
decrease costs as the market demand grows.

2. Range of materials for project design and construction. Hundreds of award-winning
buildings have been designed and built that meet bird-safe standards, many without ever
consciously considering bird safety. Like energy efficiency, and earthquake safety, this is just
another challenge for talented and creative architects to consider.

3. Availability and cost of materials for residential construction. Materials are available, and
not super costly. The staff report also fails to mention that residential requirements are phased-
in, to give time for the market to catch up.

Golden Gate Audubon addressed all of these issues and convinced the Planning Commission
to move forward. Berkeley is ready for a modern bird safety ordinance for construction in
Berkeley, and the time to act is now, when we are seeing an unprecedented amount of giant
buildings appearing all over the city. You are surely aware of the world-wide excitement
caused by the Peregrine Falcons nesting on the UC Berkeley campanile. What a shame it
would be if one of those birds smashed into one of those beautiful new buildings and died. Or
any other bird, when it would be so easy to avoid. We've lost nearly 1/3rd of all the birds who
once lived in the United States -- 3 billion birds -- and collision with glass is probably
responsible for 1 billion of them (collisions with glass are the number 2 killer of birds.) As
human population explodes and we consume more and more habitat (something we are trying
to cut back as we build denser cities, which is great) it's on us to mitigate what we are doing.
When there is a fairly easy and cheap fix -- bird safe buildings -- it really is on us to not let
outdated thinking and bad architecture (giant columns of glass are a bit outmoded -- though
we can build them with the right glass!) keep us from putting up buildings that will be energy
efficient, beautiful, and good for people and birds.

Thanks so much,
Christina Tarr

mailto:christina.tarr@gmail.com
mailto:ABurns@cityofberkeley.info


-- 
Christina Tarr
VP, Golden Gate Audubon Society Board of Directors
1512 Spruce St.
Berkeley, CA 94709
christina.tarr@gmail.com
510-375-0520
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