LATE COMMUNICATIONS (1)









When reviewing and taking action on this permit request, I ask that you take into account not
only the aesthetics of the buildings but their community context. If it is beyond your purview to
consider the present safety of the people who walk The Arlington and the Spring Estate’s
neighbors, the least you can do is postpone your decision until appropriate City of Berkeley
departments (Fire and Building at a minimum) report that the owner is in full compliance with
applicable municipal codes and ordinances. (I note on p. 13 or 16 of the agenda packet that a
“Building Official” has not yet determined the status of the Gymnasium: this is cause to delay.)

I do not endeavor to prevent the owners of this property from making necessary/desired changes
to it. But for them to spend this kind of energy, time, and money on architects and landscape
designers (and probably attorneys) to pursue a multi-car garage, pool, and pool house while at
the same time ignoring the basic property maintenance and fire safety matters that were brought
to their attention in August 2022 is offensive.

I understand that members of the Commission view the mansion as a gem. But if you stand on
The Arlington and look at it, the broader truth is that this is a derelict property.

Addendum: May 29, 2023 (Monday, Memorial Day)

This morning I noticed a person clearing the Spring Estate’s Arlington sidewalk with a weed
trimmer...at least part of it. I returned later to see what had been done. Not all of the sidewalk
has (yet) been trimmed, and none of the weed debris has (yet) been swept up. The tires are no
longer on the staircase. (I enclose photos I took yesterday and today to illustrate.)

So a few days before the next Landmark Preservation Commission meeting, at which the
property owner hopes to have this permit approved, s/he has decided to care about pedestrian
safety and to remove the weeds and most visible trash on The Arlington. Given that until this
morning there had been no vegetation management since August 2022 and the tires have been on
the stairs since October 2022, I presume that they were inspired more by the letter from the
resident at 660 Arlington Ave. (included at the end of the 68-page agenda packet for this
Thursday’s meeting) than any real concern for neighbors or the general public. Unless several
trees are removed before the Thursday evening meeting, along with dozens of cubic yards of
dead shrubs, ivy, and other vegetation, the Faculty Quarters and Gymnasium remain out of
compliance with the Berkeley Fire Department Vegetation Management program. Unless the
crumbling retaining walls and staircase are dealt with, safety hazards remain. 1know of no
exemption from these obligations granted to owners of lJandmark properties.

Since August 2022, in addition to the details of the Commission’s opinions on the aesthetics of
alterations to this property I have learned that the Spring Estate owners flaunt their disregard for
basic responsibilities. I hope you also see and understand that. Not everyone is naturally a good
neighbor: some folks need to be educated. Insofar as I am able to determine, the owners of the
Spring Estate are in need of education. Please tell them that they must maintain all areas of their
property. Show them the houses alongside and opposite theirs on The Arlington as examples.
You can convey — to them and to those of us who have contacted you with valid concerns — that
you are serious about the importance of their becoming good neighbors by postponing the
approval of this permit until they demonstrate that they function as such.
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