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Old Old Berkeley City Hall 
c. 1900

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When Berkeley was founded in 1866, volunteer fire fighter companies were established along side it to protect the city from fires. In September of 1904 City Hall Burned down, in October a paid fire department was created. 



Expanding Responsibilities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since then, the responsibilities of the fire department have expanded enormously. Starting with simple fire prevention as you and I imagine, to handling nearly any emergency that may need professional assistance. 



Expanding Demand

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On top of expanding responsibilities, there has also been a continuous growth in demand. This char shows Annual Call volume have doubled in the last 30 years. 



Berkeley’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan

Hazard Likelihood Severity of Impact
Earthquake Likely Catastrophic

Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Likely Catastrophic

Extreme Heat Likely Moderate to Catastrophic

Rainfall-Triggered Landslide Likely Minor to Catastrophic

Sea Level Rise Likely Minor to Major

Hazardous Materials Release Likely Minor to Catastrophic

Infectious Disease Likely Minor to Catastrophic

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Berkeley’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan lists these hazards as likely and catastrophic. These emergencies are likely to happen in any given lifetime and would require full mobilization of our fire fighting force and the resources at their disposal. 



Current Fire Facilities and Upgrades Required

Station 7
Renovation and expansion of existing 

fire station.

Station 6
Renovation and expansion of the existing 

fire station. 

Station 2
Replace the station on the existing site 

with a new 3-story
Building. 

Station 3
Renovation and expansion of existing fire 

station.

Station 4
Replacement of existing building on an 

expanded site. 

Station 1
Relocation and expansion of Fire Station 
1 to a more commercial site in the same 

response area. 

Station 5
Replacement of existing station with a 

new 2-story building.

Training Facility
Relocation of the training facility in 

partnership with other local
Municipalities.

Warehouse
Renovation and Expansion of existing 

space. 

Headquarters
Relocation of headquarters to a city 

owned building. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are the 10 buildings the Berkeley Fire Department operates through. Every one of them has improvement requests in Berkeley Fire Department Master Plan. 
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In Progress

In Progress

In Progress

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Station 2, 6, and the Warehouse’s improvement projects are all under way currently. 



Upgrade Costs
Station Number Upgrades that need to be made Rationale Low end ($Mil) High end ($Mil)

1 Relocation, New site on or near San Pablo Ave The station is surrounded by residential lots. Expansion would require purchasing the 
land and removal of an enormous amount of housing units. 42 47

2 Replacement

Fire Station No. 2 is the Fire Department’s most populated and
busiest station with multiple cross staff units. It does not allow the staging of all 
apparatus for response. The replacement of the station includes a parking deck 
which allows this station to meet all current and projected needs.

51 56

3 Renovation and Expansion The renovation will focus on improving the health, safety and privacy aspects of the 
fire station. 12 16

4 Replacement

This area has been identified as an area that should plan for an additional 
ambulance. The existing fire station can not be expanded for this new unit due to its 
unique configuration. The recommendation for this station is to replace it at the 
existing site and expand the site into the adjacent road right of ways.

36 41

5 Replacement

The Department’s second most populated and busiest station. Houses multiple 
support units. The station has been renovated multiple times and is past its useful 
life. The site area is very compact and does not currently allow adequate space for 
site operations. The recommended option replaces the station onsite and adds 
subterranean parking for staff and the supporting units.

53 58

6 Renovation and Expansion

Renovation and expansion of the existing fire station to
provide a dedicated fitness room, turnout storage, private offices and private
sleeping room. The entire station will be renovated to allow modernize the
kitchen, dining and dayroom.

12 15

7 Renovation and Expansion

Station 7 is the Department’s newest station; however, it is lacking some of the basic 
spaces required to provide a safe work environment. Primarily the missing space is a 
dedicated turnout room with decontamination equipment. In addition, additional 
sleeping rooms are necessary to accommodate the move up staffing during fire 
season.

10 13

Headquarters New Headquarters Current location cannot accommodate the growing staff or the ambulance 
deployment center. 22 36

Training Center Renovation
The current location is undersized and located in a residential neighborhood which 
impacts what training can occur there. The region is missing a large training facility 
for emergency responders

81 90

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the total cost breakdown by each project. This can be found on the Fire Department’s Master Plan



Total Upgrade Costs

$321-374 Million

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To complete all the requirements the Fire Department is looking for, it will cost between 321 million and 374 million dollars. While a large sum of money, it is important to remember what we are preparing for. 



Tunnel Fire (1991)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tunnel Fire, that ripped through the Berkeley and Oakland hills in 1991 killing 25 and burning over fifteen hundred acers



Rim Fire (2013)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rim Fire, which burned down Berkley Family Camp in Yosemite Valley



Tubbs Fire (2017)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Tubbs Fire, caused enormous damage in Santa Rosa and killed 22 



Camp Fire (2018)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Camp Fire, the entirety of Paradise California was lost in the flames



Caldor Fire (2021)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Where Berkeley Youth Camp was nearly lost



Eaton and Palisades Fires (2025)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And most recently, causing widespread devastation to Southern-Californians and a painful reminder of what is to come. 



Advancing The City of Berkeley Strategic Plan  

“Create a resilient, safe, connected and prepared city”

“Provide state-of-the-art-well-maintained infrastructure, amenities, and 
facilities”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Berkeley’s Strategic Plan, two of the goals it lays out are to “create a resilient safe connected and prepared city” and to “Provide state-of-the-art-well-maintained infrastructure, amenities, and facilities”. This item moves the city in the direction of these goals. 



Recommendation

Refer to the City Manager the assessment of potential 2026 revenue 
ballot measures to support capital improvements to fire department 

facilities and return recommendations for council adoption. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I hope you endorse the recommendation on the item. Thank you for your time, I am happy to answer any questions. 




