
Overall Goals:
• Improve public safety

• Reduce duplicative reporting

• Increase time to prevent/investigate crime

• Comply with State law

• Ensure transparency

• Follow City Charter

• Build mutual trust



Key BPD statistics

Use of force:
0.48% of contacts
Equivalent to 1 in ~200 contacts

Use of military equipment:
0.02% of contacts
Equivalent to 1 in 5,000 contacts



Military Equipment 
Ordinance

• Adopted May 2021

• Establishes equipment list

• Requirements:

• Policy & reporting

• Council & PAB approval

• Public hearings

• Annual reauthorization

Assembly Bill 481

• Enacted October 2021

• Establishes equipment list

• Requirements:

• Policy & reporting

• Elected body approval

• Public hearings

• Annual reauthorization

≥



AB 481BMC 2.100Equipment type

General Military Vehicles
Weaponized aircraft/vehicles
Breaching equipment≥.50 caliber weapons / ammo
Specialized firearms
Projectile launchers
Flashbangs
Tear gas/pepper balls
Area denial weapons
"Catch-all" category
Hand-held pepper spray
Batons longer than 30in
Knives on muzzles
Command / control vehicles
Drones / remote vehicles



Military Equipment 
Ordinance
• M.E. Use Policy and

Impact “Report” + “Statement”

• Production[sic] description & serial #’s
• Summary of equipment use
• Impacts
• Costs
• “If applicable” geographic breakdown
• Complaints
• Audits / recommendations
• Quantities
• Intended acquisitions
• Alternatives & mitigations

Assembly Bill 481

• M.E. Use Policy and Report

• Product description
• Summary of equipment use
• Impacts
• Costs

• Complaints
• Audits / recommendations
• Quantities
• Intended acquisitions
• Alternatives



BPD Policy 300 “Use of Force”
• Establishes reporting for all use of force
• Not just military equipment use

• Requires “Use of Pepper Spray” report
• This covers “gap” in State requirements 

• Conforms to CA record retention/disclosure

• Transparency Hub includes resulting reports











Level 4Level 3Level 2Level 1
Level 4 OISLevel 3 Body WeightLevel 2 BodyweightLevel 1 Body Weight

Level 3 Chemical AgentsLevel 2 Control Hold PCTLevel 1 Control Hold PCT
Level 3 Control Hold PCTLevel 2 Firearm DNPLevel 1 Grab
Level 3 Firearm PointedLevel 2 Firearm PointedLevel 1 Leverage
Level 3 GrabLevel 2 GrabLevel 1 Lowered TGSP
Level 3 Handgun DNPLevel 2 Handgun DNPLevel 1 Push
Level 3 Handgun PointedLevel 2 Handgun PointedLevel 1 Strike/Kick
Level 3 Impact WeaponLevel 2 LeverageLevel 1 Takedown
Level 3 Less than LethalLevel 2 Pressure Point
Level 3 LeverageLevel 2 Push
Level 3 OCLevel 2 Rifle Pointed
Level 3 Personal Body WLevel 2 Shotgun Pointed
Level 3 PushLevel 2 Slung Rifle DNP
Level 3 Rifle PointedLevel 2 Strike/Kick
Level 3 Strike/KickLevel 2 Takedown
Level 3 Takedown



City Charter: Police Accountability Board

(3)(a) The Police Accountability Board has the following powers and duties:

(1) To advise and make recommendations to the public, City Council, and 
City Manager regarding the operation of the Berkeley Police Department, 
including all written policies, practices, and procedures in relation to the 
Berkeley Police Department;
…
(b) Nothing in this chapter granting powers and duties to the Police 
Accountability Board shall limit the City Council’s, Chief of Police’s or 
City Manager’s authority derived from other provisions of this Charter
to act on policing matters, unless explicitly stated



Summary and Conclusion
AB 481 covers
• Types of military equipment
• Elected body oversight over use/acquisition
• Annual reporting

BPD Policy 300 and Transparency Hub Cover
• Reporting on use of Military Equipment
• Geographic distribution of use

City Charter Covers
• PAB role in overseeing BPD policy/reporting



Summary and Conclusion

The Military Equipment ordinance is therefore 
unnecessary and duplicative pursuant to 
subsequently adopted State laws

Provisions of the ordinance that go beyond State law 
are effectively covered by other policies and practices

Rescinding the ordinance would maintain oversight 
and reporting, while reducing administrative burden


