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OVERVIEW OF PROPOSAL 

1. Consolidate Controlled Equipment Report (BMC 2.100) and Military 
Equipment Report (AB 481) Into a Single Annual Report, Eliminating 
Duplicative Reporting and Reducing Administrative Burden

2. Retain BMC 2.100’s Requirements that Promote Transparency and 
Accountability, Ensure Oversight and Accountability Mechanisms, and 
Build On AB 481’s Framework 

3. Issue Negative Recommendation to Item 2 (Proposal to Rescind 
Police Equipment and Community Safety Ordinance)

4. Issue Positive Recommendation to the PAB’s Proposed Revision to 
BMC 2.100
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Reporting

Controlled Equipment Impact 
Report 
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Consolidating Reports

1. Berkeley Police Department currently publishes two reports, but it 
does not need to.  

2. It may publish a single report that satisfies both AB 481 and BMC 
2.100.

3. Oakland’s Municipal Code, like Berkeley’s, imposes additional 
reporting requirements. (Attachment 4 to PAB’s Supplemental Letter). 
Oakland Police Department submits one report that satisfies both 
State and Local law. (Attachment 3 to PAB’s Supplemental Letter).

4. PAB’s Sample Combined Military Equipment Report (Attachment 2). 



AB 481 Encourages Local Governments to Adopt 
Stronger Protections 

…..“Nothing in this chapter shall preclude a county 
or local municipality from implementing additional 

requirements and standards related to the 
purchase, use, and reporting of military equipment 

by local law enforcement agencies.” AB 481, 
Section 7075

“‘Military equipment’” means the following….
(15) Any other equipment as determined by  a 

governing body or a state agency to require  additional 
oversight.” AB 481, Section 7070



Substantive Reporting Differences

Credit: Visualization by John Lindsay-Poland



50 Incidents  Reported Under BMC 2.100

Source:  BPD 2024 Police Equipment and Community  Safety Ordinance Annual Report

13 Incidents Reported Under AB 481

Source: BPD 2024 Annual Military Equipment Report

BERKELEY (BMC 2.100) AND 
STATE (AB 481)

REPORTING TOTALS FOR 2024 

https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2025-05-20%20Item%2021%202024%20Police%20Equipment%20and%20Community%20Safety%20Ordinance%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2025-07-22%20Item%2010%202024%20Annual%20Military%20Equipment%20Report%20%28AB%20481%29.pdf


Deployment Reporting  

“‘Deployed’ means to utilize or employ Controlled Equipment for 
a deliberate purpose in the presence of members of the public 
during management or control of crowds, during any Special 
Response Team deployment or to affect some response from 
members of the public during any other operation or critical 
response. 

‘Deployed’ shall not mean an officer merely wearing a piece of 
Controlled Equipment on their belt or elsewhere on their 
person.

(1)Batons 30 inches or longer in length shall only be deemed 
‘deployed’ when used for management or control of crowds.” 
BMC 2.100.020(D). 



Deployment Reporting  



Source: 2024 Police Equipment and Community Safety Ordinance Annual Report pg. 5 

NOT IN AB 481 REPORT 



Source: 2024 Police Equipment and Community Safety Ordinance Annual Report pg. 7 

Source: 2024 Annual Military Equipment Report pg. 8



Transparency Hub Reporting

“BPD Use of Force Level 2: “….1. 
Firearm drawn from the holster 
or otherwise deployed during an 
interaction with an individual, 
and/or pointed at an individual. 
For the purposes of this section, 
"interaction" shall be defined as a 
situation in which an individual 
could reasonably believe the 
deployment and/or pointing of a 
firearm could be an attempt to 
gain compliance...”





BMC 2.100 Oversight Mechanisms 

BMC 2.100 requires that: 

• PAB review and recommend, and City Council approve, New or Expanded Controlled 
Equipment Use Policies. Proposed Impact Reports and Use Policies must include PAB 
recommendations. 

• BPD to submit the Report to PAB prior to Council. 

• PAB to determine, based on the report, if each piece of military equipment complies with the 
standards set forth in the Ordinance, which are substantially similar to the standards set forth 
in AB 481;

• If the PAB identifies any noncompliance it shall either recommend revocation of the 
authorization for that piece of Controlled Equipment or modify the Controlled 
Equipment Use Policy in a manner that will resolve the lack of compliance. 

• If the PAB does not act within 90 days (30 days in time-sensitive circumstances), BPD 
may proceed to City Council for approval.



BMC 2.100 Oversight Mechanisms Ensure: 

• Berkeley Police Department’s Uses and Deployments of Military 
Equipment are: 
• Not excessive
• Safeguarding the public’s welfare, safety, civil rights, and 

civil liberties 
• Not discriminatory 

• City Council receives an informed recommendation from an 
Independent Oversight Body regarding both Proposed Use 
Policies and annual Deployments and uses of Military Equipment

• All substantive reporting requirements are met 



END

THANK YOU. QUESTIONS?  


