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Jacob, Melinda

From: Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB)
Subject: FW: Root and Bloom Institute
Attachments: Berkeley.pdf

From: Jeff Gianelli <jgia1228@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 11:40 AM 
To: Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB) <Planningzab@berkeleyca.gov> 
Cc: Rachel Berry <rachel@rootandbloominstitute.org> 
Subject: Root and Bloom Institute 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe.  

Dear ZAB: 

Please find my attached letter regarding parking at Root and Bloom Institute. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey Gianelli 

Jeffrey Gianelli, LCSW 88604 Onward Leading Therapy/ Rose Therapy 
IFS, EMDR, Ketamine Assisted Therapy & EMDR Consulting 
jgia1228@gmail.com 
(510) 543-0323
www.onwardleading.com

Email, phone, or text with Jeffrey Gianelli, LCSW is not a confidential or appropriate medium for urgent or 
emergency messages, contact does not constitute a psychotherapeutic relationship or liability.  If you 
are experiencing an emergency, please go to your nearest emergency room or dial 9-1-1 immediately.  

The information in this e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is addressed. If you believe this 
e-mail was sent to you in error and the e-mail contains patient information, please contact any of the
numbers above.  If the e-mail was sent to you in error but does not contain patient information, please
contact the sender and properly dispose of the e-mail.
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Jacob, Melinda

From: Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB)
Subject: FW: Support for 830 Bancroft Way extended hours
Attachments: Root & Bloom support.pdf

From: Rolf Bell <rolf.bell12@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 10:52 AM 
To: Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB) <Planningzab@berkeleyca.gov> 
Subject: Support for 830 Bancroft Way extended hours 
 
WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 

safe.  
Dear Board staff, 
Please distribute the attached letter of support today with Board members so they are informed prior to 
Thursday's meeting. Thanks in advance! 
--  
Regards,   
Rolf Bell,Co - owner 
Workstation West Berkeley 
 
 
 
 
Zoning Adjustments Board 

Cityof Berkeley Planning Department 
1947 Center Street 
Berkeley, CA 94704 

April 7th, 2026 

RE: Root & Bloom:  830 Bancroft Way 

Dear ZAB Board Members, 

In 2019 we were able to complete the transformation of a tired old Warehouse (originally 
opened in the 1920s as a Shoe Factory) as a Co-Working Space known Workstation West 
Berkeley. Members of the Zoning staff recognized that 20th Century 9-5 operations was 
not a viable model for us as small businesses and entrepreneurs need to be in 
conversation with clients in Europe, Asia & the East Coast when they are open for 
business as well. We requested 7am to 11pm business hours Zoning staff approved. This 
has been key for us to support Berkeley’s small vibrant business community. Our ‘Legal 
Non Conforming’ Zoning status has been honored as a place to conduct business and 
light industry since it was established well before R-1A zoning designation existed ( a 
designation leading to our housing crisis). 
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During the course of the past few years when the Rudramandir Meditation Center could 
not survive the curse of COVID, this Dynamic Center was a hollow shell falling into 
extreme disrepair. 

We are writing this letter because of the impressive transformation of this space along with 
the professional and thoughtful Root & Bloom staff we have come to know during this 
building’s renovation. Not only the investment of time and treasure is apparent, but 
Berkeley will benefit for decades to come from their dynamic integrative approach to 
counseling and healing. We look forward to having them as community colleagues! 

We strongly support their request for more reasonable operational hours as many clients 
have needs before & after work sessions along with others who may be coming from half 
way across the country for intensive multi day sessions that are designed to facilitate their 
tight schedules. 

Our Community needs this Center and its vision for healing. It would be a strategic 
mistake to restrict their path forward. 

We appreciate your thoughtfulness with ensuring their success. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rolf Bell 

Workstation West Berkeley 

2247 Sixth Street / 833 Bancroft Way Berkeley  CA  94710     
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