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MEMO 
 
TO: City of Berkeley Planning Commission and Staff 
 
FROM: Jeff Vincent 
 
DATE: June 3, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Thank you 
 
As I announced at our last meeting (May 6, 2026), that would be my last meeting as a Planning 
Commissioner. That marks 9 years on the Planning Commission…which is hard to believe. I 
never meant for it to be that long but it just kept getting more fun. What a meeting to end on! I’m 
proud of where we landed on the corridor rezoning recommendation, and I look forward to 
seeing what City Council decides to do with it. 
 
I will see you all again…around town and also at occasional commission meetings. But I wanted 
to thank you all for the work you do and for what I’ve learned from you. In no particular order: 
 
Commissioner Twu: Thank you for always zeroing in on a key detail and quite often offering a 
rather elegant solution to what we are wrestling with. I really appreciate that. I also love your 
drawings and other graphics that help us all visualize what is and and what could be. 
 
Commissioner Kahn: Thank you for your deep thoughtfulness on each item, particularly those 
related to design and how something built will feel from a human perspective. I remember 
seeing you run ZAB years ago and learning a lot from the way in which you addressed the 
public as Chair and conveyed a commendable level of articulation in the trade-offs being 
discussed and debated,…and that quite often there is no clear-cut answer but rather  
differences in opinion to sort out. You always emphasized (then and now) that the intent was to 
give integrity to the process and to land somewhere where all parties could ideally find some 
workable solution to move forward. 
 
Commissioner Wang: Thank you for having the vision and confidence to join the Planning 
Commission and be a fresh face representing younger professionals trying to make it amidst our 
high-cost area. I really appreciate your ability to ask really great questions and clearly voice your 
preferences or opinions on items. I commend you on that, and I encourage you to keep doing it! 
 
Commissioner Oatfield: Thank you for always raising core issues that you would like to see 
baked into items and reminding us of important shared values that we have, despite the way our 
current larger system operates. You frequently brought us back to key issues around housing for 
all, housing affordability, and fairness. I appreciate that. 
 
Commissioner Owens: Thanks for bringing an ultra-detailed and empirical perspective to the 
Planning Commission through your outside work, your writing, and analysis that you have 
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peppered throughout with each meeting. You show us “what the data say”… instead of forcing 
us to rely on guessing or emotion. This is next-level sophistication and dedication. As a 
Berkeley resident, I thank you for that and I hope you will continue doing it. 
 
Commissioner Hauser: Thank you for your firm dedication to providing more housing in 
Berkeley. I’ve also appreciated your insights on how small businesses can thrive amidst change, 
drawing on your day-job experience. But I especially appreciate your calm, cool manner of 
assertively debunking some vocal points that might push back on progressive local policy that 
prioritizes housing and quality of life for both new and long-time residents. Keep it up! 
 
Commissioner Merker: I’ve learned so much from your perspective on items before us. With 
things like objective design standards, I’ve always been suspicious of them and find them so 
difficult to look at the numbers and then think about how that actually is seen/perceived/felt by a 
human in the built-in environment. I really appreciate the level of thought and the level of 
experience that you’ve brought to this. And perhaps most importantly, I’m so grateful to your 
repeated mantra of “be bold, do more….make grand plans.”  
 
Commissioner Marthinson: Such a delight to work with you! You bring such wisdom on both 
substance and process. I truly am grateful for how you would always remind us that we should 
get outside the box of how we think about a “family” in relation to zoning/planning for housing 
options. You repeatedly reminded us that the way in which people self organize2 as “fmailies” is 
evolving…and we should support that with planning decisions for today and for tomorrow. The 
future will be different and that future needs housing options across Berkeley. 
 
To the Staff: I wanna say a big THANK YOU for all the work that you do for the City of Berkeley, 
prepping for these meetings, getting items ready, taking what sometimes are varied comments 
from the Planning Commission, and trying to put them together into a set of alternatives or a 
path forward for us at the next meeting. I know this work is rarely easy, and you have many 
competing pressures in terms of direction from Council or community sentiment. I greatly 
appreciate your professionalism, dedication, and thoughtfulness in doing so; I’ve really enjoyed 
working with you all. There’s been many great staff over the years… but most recently, of 
course: Justin Horner, Jordan Klein, Alisa Shen, and Alene Pearson have been incredibly 
helpful and I just am really grateful to be your colleague…and look forward to engaging in the 
future (on the other side of the mic). Keep up the great work and know your are appreciated. 
 
Lastly, I want to thank the two City Council members who appointed me to the Planning 
Commission: Lori Droste and Terry Taplin. I’m honored that you put your trust in me and truly 
thank you for this opportunity to serve. You both gave me tremendous freedom. 
 
I would end by encouraging the Planning Commission to be bold and brave; send thoughtful, 
but ambitious, recommendations to City Council that put all of the Berkeley first. This is our role. 
 
Jeff Vincent 
jvincent1134@gmail.com 
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