
From: "Michael Yarne" <michael@blackoakgroup.co>
To: LPC@berkeleyca.gov

Date: 6/2/2026 10:51:29 AM
Subject: Please reject the application to landmark the entire Elmwood

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe.

N/A Landmark Preservation Committee N/A,

Dear Landmarks Preservation Commissioners,

I urge you to reject the current version of the proposed Elmwood Historic District.

The current application is overly broad and lacks credibility as a preservation effort. It appears to be a thinly 
veiled attempt to block housing, submitted only after the upzoning process for Elmwood was already 
underway.

A parking lot, a strip mall, a 7-Eleven, and a mid 1970s post office do not justify a district wide landmarking 
designation. It would be better to more precisely identify specific historically interesting buildings like the 
Mercantile Trust Company Building. A narrower and more tailored process would be more credible to the 
community and to state housing regulators.

Please reject the current Elmwood Historic District application. Any future preservation proposal should be 
narrower, evidence based, and a good faith effort to compromise with the parallel zoning process.

Michael Yarne 
michael@blackoakgroup.co 
2442 Valley St 
Berkeley, California 94702

Item 7D - Late Communications 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 

June 4, 2026
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�	1���23434542�64768�9:;� < $(= "�>�9"�>�") �,�$�?�==,>>,�$�#9� $$,$.<9?'@�"����&+ *.�)/ABCDEDFG�HIJK�JK�LMN�O�PJNQ�MR�STUVTWTQ�TXOJWY�ZM�LMN�[WJ[V�WJLVK�MU�O\O[IXTLNK�]LWTKK�QM]�NU]KN�NIT�KTL̂TU�OL̂�VLM_�NIT[MLNTLN�JK�KORTYàb�cdefgdhi�jhklkhmdnope�qpggonnkk�̀abrskdh�cdefgdhil�jhklkhmdnope�qpggollopekhlrt�uhvk�wpu�np�hkxkyn�nzk�{hp{plkf�|}g~ppf��olnphoy�solnhoyn�fklovednope�|}g~ppf�zdl��uo}foevl�def�lnhkknlyd{kl�nzdn�gdew�hklofkenl�md}ukr��un�nzk�yuhhken�d{{}oydnope�olpmkh}w��hpdf�def�}dyil�yhkfo�o}onw�dl�d�{hklkhmdnope�k��phn��tn�d{{kdhl�np��k�d�nzoe}w�mko}kf�dnnkg{nnp��}pyi�zpuloevr�lu�gonnkf�pe}w�d�nkh�nzk�u{�peoev�{hpykll��ph�|}g~ppf�~dl�d}hkdfw�uefkh~dw�b�{dhioev�}pnr�d�lnho{�gd}}r�d���|}kmker�def�d�gof�����l�{pln�p��oyk�fp�epn�xulno�w�d�folnhoyn�~ofk}defgdhioev�fklovednope��tn�~pu}f��k��knnkh�np�gphk�{hkyolk}w�ofkeno�w�l{kyo�oy�zolnphoyd}}woenkhklnoev��uo}foevl�}oik�nzk��khydeno}k��huln�qpg{dew��uo}foev��b�edhhp~kh�def�gphk�ndo}phkf{hpykll�~pu}f��k�gphk�yhkfo�}k�np�nzk�ypggueonw�def�np�lndnk�zpuloev�hkvu}dnphl��tn�~pu}f�lzp~nzdn�nzk�vpd}�ol�np�nzpuvzn�u}}w�kevdvk�~onz�|}g~ppf�l�zolnphw�~zo}k�d}}p~oev�nzk�ekovz�phzppf�npkmp}mk�def�epn�p�lnhuyn�nzk��peoev�{hpykll��zk�qpggollope�lzpu}f�d}lp��k�ydhk�u}�epn�np�{hklkhmk�nzk�}kvdyw�p��k�y}ulopedhw��peoev���zkd{{}oydnope�l�hk{kdnkf�vhpuefoev�oe�nzk�������peoev�phfoedeykr�nzk�phfoedeyk�nzdn��ohlnoenhpfuykf�hdyod}o�kf�loev}k��dgo}w��peoev�np��khik}kwr�ol�epn�lpgknzoev�~k�lzpu}f��k�kg�hdyoevdl�de�oey}ulomk�def�{hpvhkllomk�yonw�j}kdlk�hkxkyn�nzk�yuhhken�|}g~ppf��olnphoy�solnhoyn�d{{}oydnope��bew��unuhk�{hklkhmdnope�{hp{pld}lzpu}f��k�edhhp~khr�kmofkeyk��dlkfr�def�d�vppf��donz�k��phn�np�ypg{hpgolk�~onz�nzk�{dhd}}k}�peoev�{hpykll�b}k���dnz}khldnz}kh���vgdo}�ypg�����jhoeyk��n�khik}kwr�qd}o�pheod������

�a�a��r������j� te�p�����ur��plzo����un}ppi

znn{l�aapun}ppi�p��oyk�ypgagdo}aepekaofabb�ibsz}�xv��x�wc���̀ �tǹs|��q�z��fic�iw����̀��~�s�~�vb�b̀ �̀ ~�m�f��tp��~�f����| �¡ �a�
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Item 7D - Late Communications 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 

June 4, 2026



���������	
�	�
	�	�����	�
�����
���������
���

����	�	���
	���������
������ �!��"#��$%�&'()*+(,���##$�-���+��./0
�	1�$�23434542�65748�9:;� !(#)<(�� �=�$ $�*(���#���<<�  ��#�"=�(##�#.!=�'>$��$�$&,(+.�*/?@ABCBDE�FGHI�HI�JKL�M�NHLO�KP�QRSTRURO�RVMHUW�XK�JKL�YUHYT�UHJTI�KS�MZMYGVRJLI�[JURII�OK[�LS[IL�LGR�IRJ\RS�MJ\�TJK]�LGRYKJLRJL�HI�IMPRW_̂̀�abcdebfg�hfijifkblmnc�oneemllii�̂_̀pqibf�abcdebfgj�hfijifkblmnc�oneemjjmncifjpr�sfti�uns�ln�fiviwl�lxi�yfnynjid�z{e|nnd�}mjlnfmw�qmjlfmwl�dijmtcblmnc~z{e|nnd�xbj��sm{dmctj�bcd�jlfiiljwbyij�lxbl�ebcu�fijmdiclj�kb{sip��sl�lxi�wsfficl�byy{mwblmnc�mjnkif{u��fnbd�bcd�{bwgj�wfidm�m{mlu�bj�b�yfijifkblmnc�i��nfl~�rl�byyibfj�ln��i�b�lxmc{u�kim{id�bllieylln��{nwg�xnsjmctp�js�emllid�nc{u�b�lif�lxi�sy�ncmct�yfnwijj��nf�z{e|nnd�|bj�b{fibdu�scdif|bu~�̀ybfgmct�{nlp�b�jlfmy�eb{{p�b���z{ikicp�bcd�b�emd�����j�ynjl�n��mwi�dn�cnl�vsjlm�u�b�dmjlfmwl�|mdi{bcdebfgmct�dijmtcblmnc~�rl�|ns{d��i��illif�ln�enfi�yfiwmji{u�mdiclm�u�jyiwm�mw�xmjlnfmwb{{umclifijlmct��sm{dmctj�{mgi�lxi��ifwbclm{i��fsjl�oneybcu��sm{dmct~�xi�oneemjjmnc�jxns{d�b{jn��i�wbfi�s{�cnl�ln�yfijifki�lxi�{itbwu�n��i�w{sjmncbfu��ncmct~��xibyy{mwblmnc�j�fiyiblid�tfnscdmct�mc�lxi�������ncmct�nfdmcbcwip�lxi�nfdmcbcwi�lxbl��mfjlmclfndswid�fbwmb{m�id�jmct{i��bem{u��ncmct�ln��ifgi{iup�mj�cnl�jneilxmct�|i�jxns{d��i�ie�fbwmctbj�bc�mcw{sjmki�bcd�yfntfijjmki�wmlu~h{ibji�fiviwl�lxi�wsfficl�z{e|nnd�}mjlnfmw�qmjlfmwl�byy{mwblmnc~�̀cu��slsfi�yfijifkblmnc�yfnynjb{jxns{d��i�cbffn|ifp�ikmdicwi��bjidp�bcd�b�tnnd��bmlx�i��nfl�ln�wneyfnemji�|mlx�lxi�ybfb{{i{�ncmct�yfnwijj~oxfmj�astntfiic~wxfmj�tebm{~wne�������fbcd�̀ki�̀yl�����bg{bcdp�ob{m�nfcmb������

�_�_��p������h� rc�n�����sp��njxm����sl{nng

xllyj�__nsl{nng~n��mwi~wne_ebm{_cnci_md_̀ �̀g̀qx{�vt��v�ua���̂ �rl̂qz��o�x��dga�gu����̂��|�q�|�t̀ �̀ ��kjw�fc��̀ e�tftl�qo���w�� �_�

Item 7D - Late Communications 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 

June 4, 2026



���������	
�	�
	�	�����	�
�����
���������
���

����	�	���
	���������
������ ��! �� "�#��" $�%&�'()�*����� �+�"�)�",-.
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From: "Claude Fischer" <fischer1@berkeley.edu>
To: LPC@berkeleyca.gov

Date: 6/2/2026 10:52:26 AM
Subject: Please reject the application to landmark the entire Elmwood

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe.

N/A Landmark Preservation Committee N/A,

Dear Landmarks Preservation Commissioners,

I urge you to reject the proposed Elmwood Historic District designation.

Having lived a few blocks from College and Ashby for almost years 40 years (until last fall)—and loving it—it 
was always clear to me that College could absorb and even benefit from one or two low-rise (4-6 story) 
buildings.

Claude Fischer

Claude Fischer 
fischer1@berkeley.edu 
33 LINDA AVE APT 2603 
OAKLAND, California 94611
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From: "Debra Farb" <deb@sippelfarb.com>
To: LPC@berkeleyca.gov

Date: 6/2/2026 12:12:01 PM
Subject: Please reject the application to landmark the entire Elmwood

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe.

N/A Landmark Preservation Committee N/A,

Dear Landmarks Preservation Commissioners,

As an Elmwood resident, I urge you to reject the proposed Elmwood Historic District designation.

Elmwood has buildings and streetscapes that many residents value, but the current application is overly 
broad and lacks credibility as a preservation effort. It appears to be a thinly veiled attempt to block housing, 
submitted only after the upzoning process for Elmwood was already underway.

A parking lot, a strip mall, a 7-Eleven, and a mid 1970s post office do not justify a district wide landmarking 
designation. It would be better to more precisely identify specific historically interesting buildings like the 
Mercantile Trust Company Building. A narrower and more tailored process would be more credible to the 
community and to state housing regulators. It would show that the goal is to thoughtfully engage with 
Elmwood’s history while allowing the neighborhood to evolve and not obstruct the zoning process.

The Commission should also be careful not to preserve the legacy of exclusionary zoning. The application’s 
repeated grounding in the 1916 zoning ordinance, the ordinance that first introduced racialized single-family 
zoning to Berkeley, is not something we should be embracing as an inclusive and progressive city.

Please reject the current Elmwood Historic District application. Any future preservation proposal should be 
narrower, evidence based, and a good faith effort to compromise with the parallel zoning process.

Debra Farb 
deb@sippelfarb.com 
49 The Plaza Drive 
Berkeley, California 94705
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