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From: "Eric Sippel" <eric@sippelfarb.com>
To: LPC@berkeleyca.gov

Date: 6/3/2026 7:31:00 PM
Subject: Please reject the application to landmark the entire Elmwood

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe.

N/A Landmark Preservation Committee N/A,

Dear Landmarks Preservation Commissioners,

I urge you to reject the proposed Elmwood Historic District designation.

Elmwood has buildings and streetscapes that many residents value, but the current application is overly 
broad and lacks credibility as a preservation effort. It appears to be a thinly veiled attempt to block housing, 
submitted only after the upzoning process for Elmwood was already underway.

A parking lot, a strip mall, a 7-Eleven, and a mid 1970s post office do not justify a district wide landmarking 
designation. It would be better to more precisely identify specific historically interesting buildings like the 
Mercantile Trust Company Building. A narrower and more tailored process would be more credible to the 
community and to state housing regulators. It would show that the goal is to thoughtfully engage with 
Elmwood’s history while allowing the neighborhood to evolve and not obstruct the zoning process.

The Commission should also be careful not to preserve the legacy of exclusionary zoning. The application’s 
repeated grounding in the 1916 zoning ordinance, the ordinance that first introduced racialized single-family 
zoning to Berkeley, is not something we should be embracing as an inclusive and progressive city.

Please reject the current Elmwood Historic District application. Any future preservation proposal should be 
narrower, evidence based, and a good faith effort to compromise with the parallel zoning process.

Eric Sippel 
eric@sippelfarb.com 
49 Plaza Drive 
Berkeley, California 94705
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From: "Gary Miguel" <garymm@garymm.org>
To: LPC@berkeleyca.gov

Date: 6/3/2026 1:24:04 PM
Subject: Please reject the application to landmark the entire Elmwood

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe.

N/A Landmark Preservation Committee N/A,

Dear Landmarks Preservation Commissioners,

I urge you to reject the proposed Elmwood Historic District designation.

Elmwood has buildings and streetscapes that many residents value, but the current application is overly 
broad and lacks credibility as a preservation effort. It appears to be a thinly veiled attempt to block housing, 
submitted only after the upzoning process for Elmwood was already underway.

A parking lot, a strip mall, a 7-Eleven, and a mid 1970s post office do not justify a district wide landmarking 
designation. It would be better to more precisely identify specific historically interesting buildings like the 
Mercantile Trust Company Building. A narrower and more tailored process would be more credible to the 
community and to state housing regulators. It would show that the goal is to thoughtfully engage with 
Elmwood’s history while allowing the neighborhood to evolve and not obstruct the zoning process.

The Commission should also be careful not to preserve the legacy of exclusionary zoning. The application’s 
repeated grounding in the 1916 zoning ordinance, the ordinance that first introduced racialized single-family 
zoning to Berkeley, is not something we should be embracing as an inclusive and progressive city.

Please reject the current Elmwood Historic District application. Any future preservation proposal should be 
narrower, evidence based, and a good faith effort to compromise with the parallel zoning process.

Gary Miguel 
garymm@garymm.org 
3037 Ellis Street 
Berkeley, California 94703
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{nn|l�aapunxppi�p��ozk�zpgagdoxaepekaofabb�ibs{x�yv��y�wc���̀ �tǹs} �q�{��fic�iw����̀��~�s�~�vb�bc�m¡�¢ �x£¢v̀ v��¤��o�mc�¤¥ �a�

Item 7D - Late Communications, Part 2 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 

June 4, 2026



���������	

��������
��	

�������������������������������������������� ���!��
���"#$%&�'&'�����(#)�*+ ,
-�.�/�0	����
���/�1	�����

����
(''�	�������!!�������'����'
�
�'�2'��3��4���5���56�78+#98,�94:%+ ��;�2�78��+�;�9�;<�4+<;��3�7�=>6?%���?�9���@���0=7;@A �'�

Item 7D - Late Communications, Part 2 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 

June 4, 2026



���������	
�	�
	�	�����	�
�����
���������
���

����	�	���
	���������
������� �!�"#$�%����&#���'� ()$*+),�"�##��-���+��./0
�	1�$�23435652�7846�!9:� ;)#$�)��<�!��<��*)�"�#�=���"<<"�#�&!�)##"#.;!=(>������ ,)+.�*/?@ABCBDE�FGHI�HI�JKL�M�NHLO�KP�QRSTRURO�RVMHUW�XK�JKL�YUHYT�UHJTI�KS�MZMYGVRJLI�[JURII�OK[�LS[IL�LGR�IRJ\RS�MJ\�TJK]�LGRYKJLRJL�HI�IMPRW_̂̀�abcdebfg�hfijifkblmnc�oneemllii�̂_̀pqibf�abcdebfgj�hfijifkblmnc�oneemjjmncifjpr�sfti�uns�ln�fiviwl�lxi�yfnynjid�z{e|nnd�}mjlnfmw�qmjlfmwl�dijmtcblmnc~z{e|nnd�xbj��sm{dmctj�bcd�jlfiiljwbyij�lxbl�ebcu�fijmdiclj�kb{sip��sl�lxi�wsfficl�byy{mwblmnc�mjnkif{u��fnbd�bcd�{bwgj�wfidm�m{mlu�bj�b�yfijifkblmnc�i��nfl~�rl�byyibfj�ln��i�b�lxmc{u�kim{id�bllieylln��{nwg�xnsjmctp�js�emllid�nc{u�b�lif�lxi�sy�ncmct�yfnwijj��nf�z{e|nnd�|bj�b{fibdu�scdif|bu~�̀ybfgmct�{nlp�b�jlfmy�eb{{p�b���z{ikicp�bcd�b�emd�����j�ynjl�n��mwi�dn�cnl�vsjlm�u�b�dmjlfmwl�|mdi{bcdebfgmct�dijmtcblmnc~�rl�|ns{d��i��illif�ln�enfi�yfiwmji{u�mdiclm�u�jyiwm�mw�xmjlnfmwb{{umclifijlmct��sm{dmctj�{mgi�lxi��ifwbclm{i��fsjl�oneybcu��sm{dmct~�̀�cbffn|if�bcd�enfi�lbm{nfidyfnwijj�|ns{d��i�enfi�wfidm�{i�ln�lxi�wneescmlu�bcd�ln�jlbli�xnsjmct�fits{blnfj~�rl�|ns{d�jxn|lxbl�lxi�tnb{�mj�ln�lxnstxl�s{{u�ictbti�|mlx�z{e|nnd�j�xmjlnfu�|xm{i�b{{n|mct�lxi�cimtx�nfxnnd�lnikn{ki�bcd�cnl�n�jlfswl�lxi��ncmct�yfnwijj~�xi�oneemjjmnc�jxns{d�b{jn��i�wbfi�s{�cnl�ln�yfijifki�lxi�{itbwu�n��i�w{sjmncbfu��ncmct~��xibyy{mwblmnc�j�fiyiblid�tfnscdmct�mc�lxi�������ncmct�nfdmcbcwip�lxi�nfdmcbcwi�lxbl��mfjlmclfndswid�fbwmb{m�id�jmct{i��bem{u��ncmct�ln��ifgi{iup�mj�cnl�jneilxmct�|i�jxns{d��i�ie�fbwmctbj�bc�mcw{sjmki�bcd�yfntfijjmki�wmlu~h{ibji�fiviwl�lxi�wsfficl�z{e|nnd�}mjlnfmw�qmjlfmwl�byy{mwblmnc~�̀cu��slsfi�yfijifkblmnc�yfnynjb{jxns{d��i�cbffn|ifp�ikmdicwi��bjidp�bcd�b�tnnd��bmlx�i��nfl�ln�wneyfnemji�|mlx�lxi�ybfb{{i{�ncmct�yfnwijj~�ifieu�hnmcdi�lifvfynmcdi��tebm{~wne�����ncli��mjlb�̀ki�bg{bcdp�ob{m�nfcmb������

�_�_��p������̀� rc�n�����sp��njxm����sl{nng

xllyj�__nsl{nng~n��mwi~wne_ebm{_cnci_md_̀ �̀g̀qx{�vt��v�ua���̂ �rl̂qz��o�x��dga�gu����̂��|�q�|�t̀ �̀ o�����y��l�j��}�v��u���� �_�

Item 7D - Late Communications, Part 2 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 

June 4, 2026



Berkeley Landmarks Preservation Commission ,

80 people have signed a petition on Action Network telling you to Tell Berkeley not to landmark the
entire Elmwood.

Here is the petition they signed:

Dear Landmarks Preservation Commissioners,


I urge you to reject the proposed Elmwood Historic District designation. 


Elmwood has buildings and streetscapes that many residents value, but the current
application is overly broad and lacks credibility as a preservation effort. It appears to be a
thinly veiled attempt to block housing, submitted only after the upzoning process for Elmwood
was already underway.


A parking lot, a strip mall, and a 7-Eleven are pretty obviously not structures worthy of
landmarking. It would be better to more precisely identify specific historically-interesting
buildings like the Mercantile Trust Company Building. A narrower and more tailored process
would be more credible to the community and to state housing regulators. It would show that
the goal is to thoughtfully engage with Elmwood’s history while allowing the neighborhood to
evolve and not obstruct the zoning process.


The Commission should also be careful not to preserve the legacy of exclusionary zoning.
The application’s repeated grounding in the 1916 zoning ordinance, the ordinance that first
introduced racialized single-family zoning to Berkeley, is not something we should be
embracing as an inclusive and progressive city. 


Please reject the current Elmwood Historic District application. Any future preservation
proposal should be narrower, evidence based, and a good faith effort to compromise with the
parallel zoning process.

You can view each petition signer and the comments they left you below.

Thank you,

East Bay YIMBY

1. Sarah Bell (ZIP code: 94402)

2. William Baab (ZIP code: 94612)

3. Jennifer Shriber (ZIP code: 94610)

4. Michelle  Soltis (ZIP code: 94703)
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5. Matthew  Bacinskas  (ZIP code: 94708)

6. John Espinoza (ZIP code: 94704)
PARKING LOTS ARE NOT HISTORIC

7. Lloyd  Affholter  (ZIP code: 94103)

8. Kim Walton (ZIP code: 94703)

9. Colter Wood (ZIP code: 94618)

10. Michael Orians (ZIP code: 94605)
YIMBY 7-11

11. Cesar Garcia (ZIP code: 94702)
Elmwood doesn’t need more redlining, local zoning control, and impediments to growth and economic
mobility.

12. tanya johnson (ZIP code: 94607)

13. Erin Reiche (ZIP code: 94708)
It’s not a landmark. Julia Morgan designed homes? Those are landmarks. A 711 is not. Don’t be silly.

14. Lori Pottinger (ZIP code: 94707)

15. Sara Toruno-Conley (ZIP code: 94804)

16. Kevin Zelaya (ZIP code: 90019)

17. Gregg Garfinkle (ZIP code: 94708)

18. Erika Lee (ZIP code: 94710)

19. Oliver Parker (ZIP code: 94709)

20. MohammadAli  Chavoshi  (ZIP code: 94612)
we need more housing, cities are not museums

21. Alexandra Singer (ZIP code: 94708)

22. Nick Lonstrup (ZIP code: 94703)

23. Nicholas Knezek (ZIP code: 94117)
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We need housing - please don’t landmark Elmwood I would love dense mixed use housing there!
Near BART, amenities, and the berkeley hills.

24. Daniel Lutsker (ZIP code: 94702)

25. Yasamin Hatefi (ZIP code: 94602)

26. Maggie Dawes (ZIP code: 94949)

27. An anonymous signer  (ZIP code: 94703)
Racism and classism are alive and well in Berkeley. Can't risk changing the neighborhood character
and assuring only the right people live there.

28. David Alonzo  (ZIP code: 94702)
I love this 7/11

29. Matt Guevara (ZIP code: 94705)

30. elaine magree (ZIP code: 94703)

31. Christina Galvin (ZIP code: 94710)

32. Jeremy Estey (ZIP code: 94608)

33. Zoë Conley (ZIP code: 94702)

34. Daniel Rodriguez (ZIP code: 94704)

35. Luke Wagner (ZIP code: 94709)

36. Kate McGlashan (ZIP code: 94702)

37. Sonia Mahir (ZIP code: 94703)

38. Kian Farzaneh (ZIP code: 94703)
I’d like to afford to live in the town I was raised.

39. M Albaran (ZIP code: 94708)

40. Sherry Carrera  (ZIP code: 94704)

41. Duong V (ZIP code: 94612)
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42. Jordan  Lindsey  (ZIP code: 94607)
Berkeley needs housing!

43. Ani Mukerji (ZIP code: 94707)

44. Luke Watts (ZIP code: 94606)

45. Jordan Power (ZIP code: 94710)

46. Azal Laal (ZIP code: 94709)

47. Jay Sharma (ZIP code: 94705)

48. Anthony Talevich (ZIP code: 94044)
This is not right, we need more housing!  7 eleven can find a new location.

49. Anish Tilak (ZIP code: 94609)

50. Daniel Stewart (ZIP code: 94610)
NIMBYs should not use historical designations to protect parking lots and 7/11 buildings.

51. Juliana Lamm-Perez (ZIP code: 94112)

52. Aaron Soffer (ZIP code: 94709)

53. James Mahady (ZIP code: 94702)

54. Graham Bric (ZIP code: 94609)

55. Jeremy Lowe (ZIP code: 94703)

56. Johnny  Esteban (ZIP code: 94705)

57. Sofia Taylor (ZIP code: 94705)

58. Susan Fawcett (ZIP code: 94704)

59. Angela Coppola (ZIP code: Berkeley, CA 94704)

60. Tucker Holstun (ZIP code: 94704)

61. Tora Spigner (ZIP code: 94710)
A 7-11? Historical!!! That is preposterous. Let housing be built in that area.
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62. Zachary Russ (ZIP code: 94703)

63. Ellie Su (ZIP code: 94702)

64. Levi Davis (ZIP code: 94710)

65. Leigh Ambrose (ZIP code: 94704)

66. Danielle Kempf (ZIP code: 94704)
Berkeley needs to build up. Berkeley talks a progressive game but architecture reveals its
characteristic reality. In order to live up to the ideals Berkeley espouses, the city needs to develop with
an eye for inclusivity and affordability.

67. Christina Valli (ZIP code: 94703)
I approve of more AFFORDABLE HOUSING not luxary apartments where maybe 1 or 2 units are
affordable or worse when the developers just pay a fine so they don’t have to supply any affordable
housing. I am a Berkeley native and have applied to so many affordable housing units. One newly
built building had near Ashby bart had 67 units available and 10,000 applicants. We need more 100%
AFFORDABLE housing buildings built. Yes even on college ave

68. Bradley Pultz (ZIP code: 94612)

69. Samir Patel (ZIP code: 94704)

70. Jackson Lester (ZIP code: 94704)
We need more housing around Elmwood!!

71. Julia Norton (ZIP code: 94704)

72. Vincent Chen (ZIP code: 94704)

73. Dawn Howard (ZIP code: 94708)

74. Zane Ort (ZIP code: 94704)

75. Tobin kaestner (ZIP code: 94122)

76. Evan Aubrey (ZIP code: 94704)

77. Stephen Hawn (ZIP code: 94703)
Please do not make a parking lot a historical landmark

78. Gregory Carl (ZIP code: 94112)
The past is represented in the present, keep it open
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From: "Gary Miguel" <garymm@garymm.org>
To: LPC@berkeleyca.gov

Date: 6/3/2026 1:24:04 PM
Subject: Please reject the application to landmark the entire Elmwood

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe.

N/A Landmark Preservation Committee N/A,

Dear Landmarks Preservation Commissioners,

I urge you to reject the proposed Elmwood Historic District designation.

Elmwood has buildings and streetscapes that many residents value, but the current application is overly 
broad and lacks credibility as a preservation effort. It appears to be a thinly veiled attempt to block housing, 
submitted only after the upzoning process for Elmwood was already underway.

A parking lot, a strip mall, a 7-Eleven, and a mid 1970s post office do not justify a district wide landmarking 
designation. It would be better to more precisely identify specific historically interesting buildings like the 
Mercantile Trust Company Building. A narrower and more tailored process would be more credible to the 
community and to state housing regulators. It would show that the goal is to thoughtfully engage with 
Elmwood’s history while allowing the neighborhood to evolve and not obstruct the zoning process.

The Commission should also be careful not to preserve the legacy of exclusionary zoning. The application’s 
repeated grounding in the 1916 zoning ordinance, the ordinance that first introduced racialized single-family 
zoning to Berkeley, is not something we should be embracing as an inclusive and progressive city.

Please reject the current Elmwood Historic District application. Any future preservation proposal should be 
narrower, evidence based, and a good faith effort to compromise with the parallel zoning process.

Gary Miguel 
garymm@garymm.org 
3037 Ellis Street 
Berkeley, California 94703
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From: "Shay Elkin" <shay@elkin.io>
To: LPC@berkeleyca.gov

Date: 6/3/2026 4:52:00 PM
Subject: Please reject the application to landmark the entire Elmwood

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe.

N/A Landmark Preservation Committee N/A,

Dear Landmarks Preservation Commissioners,

I urge you to reject the proposed Elmwood Historic District designation.

I own a home a short walking distance from the area the plan applies to, and frequent and appreciate the 
businesses in the neighborhood, as well as its buildings and streetscapes.

But the current application is overly broad, and isn’t preservation effort as it is an exclusionary act to prohibit 
the upzoning necessary housing that is severely needed in Berkeley.

A parking lot and a strip mall do not justify a district wide landmarking designation. It would be better to more 
precisely identify specific historically interesting buildings in the neighborhood, like the Mercantile Trust 
Company Building.

A narrower and more tailored process would be more credible to the community and to state housing 
regulators, and would show that the goal is to thoughtfully engage with Elmwood’s history while allowing the 
neighborhood to evolve and not to keep people from living in Berkeley.

The Commission should also be careful not to preserve the legacy of exclusionary zoning. The application’s 
repeated grounding in the bigoted 1916 zoning ordinance, is not something we should be embracing, but 
reject as the error that it was, and is.

Please reject the current Elmwood Historic District application. Any future preservation proposal should be 
narrower, evidence based, and a good faith effort to compromise with the parallel zoning process, and the 
need for housing and diverse residents in Berkeley, not keep it for only those who are lucky enough to afford 
the current extremely high housing prices that such overreaching plans create.

Shay Elkin 
shay@elkin.io 
2919 Lorina St 
Berkeley, California 94705
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From: "Sarah J. Bell" <bell.sarah@gmail.com>
To: lpc@berkeleyca.gov

Date: 6/3/2026 7:01:40 PM
Subject: Re: Petition not to landmark the entire Elmwood

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe.

Correction: Signed by 78 people.

On Wed, Jun 3, 2026, 12:00 PM Sarah J. Bell <bell.sarah@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Landmarks Preservation Commission, 

I sent this via Action Network, but I'm sending it separately as well to ensure that you receive our 
petition signed by 80 people to reject the application to landmark the entire Elmwood. 

Regards,
Sarah Bell
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